
One of our 25 
years celebration 
goals is to have 
a fundraiser that 

will raise £2,525.25 
and CRiBS team members Jon 
and Dan have decided to  take 
on the London Night Rider event 
to generate funds for our Boys 
Noise programme; 100 kilometres 
through the dead of night across 
the capital. Please can you help 
them reach their target.

If you no longer wish to receive information from 
us please let us know by email or telephone.

Do join us for more fun at one or all of our future events.

Open prayer with CRiBS team - Monday 11th June 9.30am  - 
Team HQ, St Columba’s School, Halcot Ave, Bexleyheath, DA6 7QB.

Songs of Praise & Cream Teas - Sunday 1st July. 6.30-8.00pm 
Sidcup Baptist Church, Main Road, Sidcup DA14 6PA

CRiBS 25 mile Thames Path Walk - Saturday 22nd September.  
All day - full details to be confirmed.

CRiBS Folk Night - Saturday 13th October, 6.45pm 
St Peter’s Church, Hextable BR8 7RH 

CRiBS Quiz Night - Friday 9th November, 7.00pm 
Trinity Baptist Church, Broadway, Bexleyheath DA6 7AU.

CRiBS Christmas Celebration - Monday 17th December - 7.00pm 
St Columba’s School, Halcot Ave, Bexleyheath, DA6 7QB.

CRiBS Secondary School prayer -  14th May, 11th June, 9th July,  
10th Sep, 8th Oct ,12th Nov, 10th Dec - Mondays 1-2pm 
St John’s Church, Danson Lane, Welling DA16 2BQ

Upcoming events - book today

To keep updated with events you may also want to 
sign up for our monthly emails and to ‘Like’ (and 
keep an eye on) our Facebook and Twitter pages. 
See addresses below.

Award for Ex CEO Gordon Raggett

Data Protection (Urgent & Important)

Mile Thames Path Walk

I have memories as a child of being ‘expected’ to 
write thank you letters after every Christmas and 
birthday to relatives and others who had sent cards 
and presents. I remember wondering if they  
realised that the gratitude expressed in the letters 
was not always as sincere as it might have been.  
Or maybe that wasn’t the point, maybe it was 
just that an expression of gratitude was expected, 
whether genuine or not! 

That expectation seems to me to carry over into a 
variety of areas of life – we expect communications 
to be acknowledged, shop staff to thank us for our 
custom, and counter staff in the post office to thank 
us for waiting (whether we have a choice or not!).

All that preamble is simply building to the point of 
saying a genuine, heartfelt “thank you” to all our 
supporters who are reading this newsletter.  There’s 
no ‘forced gratitude’ here!  The simple fact is that 
CRiBS would not have survived, let alone thrived 
in the way it has, without the practical, prayerful, 
financial and spiritual support of so many. So, as we 
celebrate 25 years of our work as CRiBS, we want to 
echo Paul’s words to his supporters in Philippi,  
“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all  
my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now…”(Philippians 1:3-5).

Thoughts on gratitude
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Recently Gordon was invited 
to Bexley Civic Offices to 
receive from the Mayor the 
most prestigious award for 
‘Outstanding Achievement’ 
in enhancing ‘the well being 
of a group which has brought 
credit to the borough.’ Gordon 
received a signed certificate 
and an engraved glass prism.  
Awarded for establishing and 
growing CRiBS to have such a 
significant impact on education 
and the development of 
young people over 25 years. 
Congratulations Gordon!

The CRiBS team will be participating at Sidcup Baptist Church’s 
Songs of Praise evening in July. Please book your place.

Sidcup Baptist Church

Sidcup Baptist Church, Main Road, Sidcup, DA14 6PA

Celebrate with a special

Sunday 1st July
5.30pm Cream Tea - 6.30-8.00pm Songs of Praise

Cream tea is free but you will need to book your place
Contact George Hider on 020 8306 3670 or ghider2016@gmail.com

Featuring the CRiBS Team

All welcome - Come along, bring your friends and enjoy
singing your favourite hymns and worship songs

LIVING VALUES       GROWING FAITH Retiring offering in support of CRiBS

We had a full house for our recent folk night 
event. A big thank you to CRiBS friend and 
volunteer Terry West for organising a great 
evening of entertainment as well as helping 
us raise nearly £1,300 for our Boys Noise 
programme. Thank you too to all our super 
performers and everyone else who helped 
make it such and enjoyable evening and a 
great success! Terry, a former police officer 
who has volunteered with Boys Noise, said 
“boys need all the help they can get!”

What are you doing on Saturday 22nd September 2018?

In line with our 25 celebration goals and building on the success 
of our Joyful in Hope walk fundraiser in 2017 where over 50 
people participated, we are planning to walk 25 miles of the 
Thames Walk from Thamesmead to Putney Bridge. The route will 
be broken up into smaller sections so people can choose to walk 
as little or as much as they like.  Participants can either pay a £15 
entry fee or pledge to raise money through sponsorship.

Additionally, for families, there will be a treasure hunt along the 
section of the South Bank between London Bridge and The Royal 
Festival Hall.  This 1.3 mile section of path holds many secrets – 
will you be able you find them all?  There will be a small prize for 
all children who enter.  Cost £15 per family (up to 5).

Do join us for what will be a great fun day for all.

Terry West and his bandFolk night fun!

Welcome to our special 25th anniversary newsletter 
filled with the latest news and a special centre page 

spread highlighting some of the big events and 
achievements over the last quarter century of  

CRiBS working in the Borough.

Thank you God - and thank you supporters  
for the past 25 years.... and the next!

Years!RElaunch25

Following the fun and success of 
our Joyful in Hope walk last year, 
the team will embark on another 
fundraising walk, along the 
Thames Path this September. You 
can join us. See back page.

Data Regulations (GDPR) come into force on 25th May 2018.  
If you have not yet let us know your preferences for being 
contacted by CRiBS in the future, please let us know as soon 
as possible.  Otherwise it may not be possible for us to contact 
you any further.  You can all the office on  01322 330730, email 
info@cribsonline.org  or you can complete our ‘May we contact 
you form’ found on the our website www.cribsonline.org. You’ll 
see the link on our homepage.

Miles!

RElaunch25



Christian Resources in Bexley Schools

93% of pupils said ‘Taking Off’ helped prepare them for secondary school92% of teachers gave our REfresh lessons our highest rating

David is heading up the Secondary work. 

He has:

• A Masters in Career Coaching with a focus on 
Career Coaching disadvantaged youth. 

• Experience as a teaching assistant and 
learning mentor for those with special 
educational needs, anxiety, year 11 exam 
preparation and those who are at-risk of becoming excluded.

• Experience working with vulnerable 18 – 24 years olds suffering 
from anxiety, low self-esteem, learning difficulties, ex-offenders, 
ex-drug dealers, ex-gang members and those at-risk of becoming 
involved in crime and anti-social behaviour.

Abigail will be supporting David and working 
also on our b:You programme.

She has: 

• Experience in secondary schools, delivering 
RE lessons and a lunch time club. 

• Led a youth group which involved planning 
sessions, co-coordinating the team, and administering the club. 

• Participated in detached youth work, engaging with young 
people on the streets around Bexley. 

• Worked as a secondary school Learning Mentor and completed 
the National Learning Mentor Training. She has helped young 
people overcome barriers to learning. 

• Volunteered at her church working with young people aged 
11-18, and led a small group, helping them to form positive 
relationships and grow in their faith.

New CRiBS team members

David Hancock 

Abigail McCann

The vision for the CRiBS Secondary school work is to have 
an active presence in every secondary school across the 
borough of Bexley. Our aim is to achieve this by first 
focusing on meeting the needs of Secondary Schools in 
the Bexley borough as Jesus did when he met Samaritan 
woman at the well in John 4 v 1-42. As Sam Gyimah the 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, Department for 
Education stated when discussing young people’s well-
being in school: ‘The voluntary sector can be especially 
effective in reaching out in a way that makes sense 
to children and young people.’ With the Unlimited 
programme we seek to meet this need and want to have a 
mentor in every secondary school 
across Bexley borough. We also 
look forward to supporting CUs, 
assemblies, RE and PSHE lessons 
and special events.

UNLIMITED

A great part of the Boys Noise and b:You projects is the 
opportunity, if funds allow, to take the children we have been 
working with on a Ben Bullen Adventures survival day.  There are 
many reasons why this is such a great thing to do with the type 
of children we work with; one of them is that for two hours on 
a weekend we get them away from screens and all other forms 
of technology and teach them real survival skills. These include 
shelter building where the children are split into two teams and 
they have to work together to make the most waterproof shelter 
that they can and they only have sticks, branches and leaves to 
make it with. Another skill is teaching them various ways to make 
a fire from using a piece of flint and steel to light some cotton 
wool to using a Pringle. They all have so much fun. One boy on 
our last survival day stated, “this has been the best day of my 
life”. They all leave so excited to tell their parents all about what 
they had done and the new things they had achieved. 

Adventure Days

Another great CRiBS night of celebration this time attended 
by the Mayor and the Lady Mayoress along with many 
supporters and friends of CRiBS. 

The team performed their Easter primary school play ‘Good 
News Flash’ and Helen Jones from the Church of England 
Foundation for Educational Leadership spoke about faith in 
education. 

CRiBS CEO Mark Leveson gave an update on the latest 
developments within the organisation.

New employees, David and Abigail come to us with a wealth of 
experience and a heart for God’s work. 

CRiBS Easter Celebration

www.cribsonline.org    info@cribsonline.org    Tel: 01322 330730

Here are the 25 ways that we are hoping to celebrate this 
year. From goals to build our work in schools directly, to 
fundraising to support the work practically and targets to 
bless - they are all ways that we are celebrating. Each way 
to celebrate will be marked in our communications with a 
25 in a red circle like this.

Please get in touch if you think you can help. 

1) One van for Boys Noise and b:You
2) New secondary programme ‘Unlimited’ launched  3 

3) Three New Prayer events (see upcoming events panel)  3 

4)       old mobile phones collected to raise funds
5)       young people mentored at secondary schools  3
6)       miles walked (see upcoming events panel)
7)       kg of old stamps and other collectables sent off to 
  raise funds for us.  3
8)   Refresh Christian lessons booked in        schools
9)  £2,500 raised from supporter events  
 (eg coffee mornings)
10)        new regular donors
11)        people giving £        a month
12) Relaunch        tour to churches
13) To raise £2,525.25 in a single sponsored event
14) Competition for the best ‘CRiBS in        words’ poster  3
15) To run a family celebration event
16) To bless local schools with an Easter Gift  3
17)        fundraising events initiated by supporters
18)        memories from teachers, pupils and supporters  3
19) A desktop calendar available to all supporters to bless  
 them (please request one on 01322 330730)
20)        highlights from        years   3
21) To provide        assemblies (please tell us of local schools 
 who would like to take up our free assemblies)
22) A bookmark for every child we work with 
23) Newsletter special with a        year timeline  3
24) Funds raised through AmazonSmile
25) TBC - A space to add new ways to celebrate

You’ll notice the last slot is TBC ‘to be confirmed’ - this 
is your opportunity to tell us any great ideas you may 
have, so please do get in touch.
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With our 25 year anniversary we are 
   aiming to do 25 things to celebrate. 
    Some are ways to bless, others are 
  goals to expand our work or fund our 
work. Here’s an update on some of them!

Some goals we have already achieved, with Unlimited launched in 
January and gifts of chocolates being made to schools to bless them 
at Easter time. 

    Other goals are in progress... we’re still fundraising for a Boys Noise 
van and have put in applications for this. We have raised over £7,000 
and have a target of £15,000 to get a van that will be fit for purpose 
into the future. There are many other goals you can still be involved 
in. Read all about them here:

    Our target is to collect 25 mobile phones and we are nearly there! 
Please pass on old phones (cleared of data) to a staff member. 
Phones will be sent off to be recycled and we will benefit from funds. 

Thank you to those of you who give regularly. If you don’t give in this 
way and would like to, contact our office and we can advise you on 
how to do that.  

One of the great things is that regular gifts soon add up to 
something bigger…

£5 per month = £60 per year towards creating booklets teaching 
about Christianity.

£10 per month = £120 per year towards a dedicated teacher 
providing Christianity lessons in primary schools.

£25 per month = £300 per year towards a specialist, Christian 
worker, supporting Christian Unions.

Whatever you can give each month will grow over time and be 
invested in the lives of young people with – we pray - eternal results. 

    If you use Amazon to shop you can make money for CRiBS at no 
cost to you. All you need to do is go to AmazonSmile and choose 
CRiBS (to do this go to Your Account in the top right corner and follow 
the link). Then each time you want to shop using Amazon, go via 
AmazonSmile. 

    We want to encourage you in your prayer life. If you would like to 
join the CRiBS team worship and prayer meeting on the morning 
of 11th June we’d be delighted. Please do get in touch. 

Thank you to those who gave stamps, jewellery and other items.  
We raised over £280 from the last batches of items sent off. Not 
bad for items left in people’s drawers! The type of items that we are 
looking for can be found here at this website www.stampsnall.co.uk

Celebration Goals!Our

CRiBS new cash collection 
boxes are now available. If 
you’d be happy to take one 

for your spare cash or 
foreign currency we’d 

be happy to get it 
to you and to collect 
again when you tell 

us its full. Just give us 
a call or send an email.

Collection Boxes

RElaunch25Boys Noise boys on a marshmallow break!

The mayoress, Jerry, Mark and the mayor.
Helen Jones and Mark
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73% of respondents noted an improvement in attitudes towards learning for Boys Noise boys92% of teachers gave our REfresh lessons our highest rating

Refresh, our project to take 
Christianity into schools 
continues to be the bedrock 
of our work as we share the 
teachings of Jesus, about the 
church today, how actions and words link to our beliefs, and why 
Christians celebrate Christmas and Easter. 

We have again surveyed the children attending our lessons and 
we are delighted at the results for this academic year so far. 

Statement 

I have enjoyed the CRiBS lessons 88%

I understand Christianity better from CRiBS lessons 68%

I know more about the topic 76%

CRiBS lessons have helped me consider  
what I think about things and how I live 75% 

Some comments from the children were: 

‘I love, love, loved it! RE is my favourite subject. This has definitely 
widened my thinking! Thank you!’

‘I enjoy doing lots of fun activities and learning about Christianity.’

‘CRiBS have found a way to teach RE in a fun way.’

We pray that these memories will impact children in 
the years to come. 

2017 saw the introduction 
of ‘Taking Off,’ our transition 
project for year 6 pupils moving 
to secondary school. We ran 
the project in six schools, from 
across the Borough and it was 
a huge success.

The programme, a 2-hour session, includes drama, hot-seating, a 
graffiti wall, exploring emotions about changes, and some small 
group sessions. We challenged the children to see their upcoming 
changes as opportunities rather than problems, and to make 
memory boxes to celebrate their time at primary school.

We asked the children who participated and the class teachers who 
sat in on the programme, to fill in a survey so they could tell us 
what they thought. These were the results:

Positive data from teachers across all areas  100% 

Children enjoyed Taking Off  72% 

Children felt Taking Off helped prepare  
them for secondary school 93%  

Children who felt that their questions were  
answered satisfactorily.  98%

The plays were an amazing experience for us Korus, 
Johanna, Laura and Fiona. We are German-gap year 
students working with CRiBS. We would never have 
expected to be as involved with the plays as we were 
in the end. Before we were given our scripts we had 
thought that we would only have small parts, but they 
ended up being quite big! In the recent Easter play 
we each had different roles: One was a reporter called 
Katie A.D. who reported on life from Jerusalem and its 
surroundings. She kept the children updated on the life 
and death of Jesus; Another was a bride who was saved 
from disaster by Jesus when they ran out of wine at 
her wedding; and the other was Mary Magdalene who 
enthusiastically told the kids what happened on the third 
day after Jesus’ death. To explain to the children Jesus´ 
resurrection, we used a paper illusion which was similar 
to a magic trick. It was really motivating to see the 
children’s reaction during the plays; Their giggles when 
a puppet came up, and their amazement when they saw 
our trick that symbolised the empty tomb. It was great 
to see their excitement when they came into the hall, 
asking questions about what would happen in the play 
this time.  

The plays were definitely a very stressful time for all of 
us. All the pack downs and drives to different schools and 
sometimes having lunch in the car was not always easy. 
However, seeing the children’s reaction and knowing that 
we were doing this to spread the Good News kept us 
going with a smile on our faces. In addition to that, the 
plays were such an amazing opportunity to learn some 
new skills like operating a puppet, performing an illusion 
and learning how to stay calm backstage and onstage 
when something goes wrong.

All in all, even though it was very busy, it was one of 
our best experiences during this year so far. It not only 
gave us a little more confidence, it also was a lot of fun. 
Looking back, we made some amazing memories and 
now have a lot of great stories we can share. We are very 
thankful that we have been a part of the CRiBS plays.

For more information on our gap-year programme 
contact the office or visit our website.

Our Koru gap-year team 
were thrown into the 
deep end in recent 
months, performing 
in both Christmas and 
Easter productions 
‘Christmas on the Shelf’ 
and ‘Good News Flash’.

Here they write about 
what they thought of 
the experience.

CRiBS GAP YEAR PROGRAMME

Q What have you been doing with 
CRiBS?

A Since September 2017 I have been 
working in three secondary schools, 
supporting CUs as well as helping to 
launch Unlimited with the secondary 
team.

Q What drew you to this work? 

A I have a passion to see young 
people come to know Jesus, it’s my job as a Church Youth 
Worker, but it’s also my hearts desire. A few years ago whilst 
completing my degree I read a report that said something like 
11% of young people are in Churches but 97% of young people 
are in school. As well as this the majority of people make the 
decision whether or not to follow Jesus in their teen years. It is 
clear to me that if you want to share with young people about 
Jesus you need to be where they are. CRiBS have been thinking 
about how to further develop their Secondary work and for me 
it has been exciting to be a part of this, to think of new and 
different ways to reach out to the young people of Bexley.

A What are your hopes for the young people you work with? 

Q My main hope for the young people of Bexley is that they 
discover their true value and worth. That they are made for 
more than the world might tell them or they might imagine. 

Martha Stringer Q&A

CRiBS is delighted to be welcoming a number of new 
volunteers to our work, including those supporting 
our Unlimited project in Secondary schools. Here we 
find out more from Martha.

In 25 words describe CRiBS. You may want to say what 
we have done over the past 25 years, why you support or 
like CRiBS, what hopes you have for CRiBS or something 
completely different. The closing date for entries is 1st 
November 2018. Entries can be sent by email to  
Karen@cribsonline.org or by letter sent to the CRiBS 
address. The entry needs to clearly state your name, 
age (if under 18) and contact details. We will use these 
to contact you about the competition and, if you are 
over 18, to ask if you would like to hear from us in the 
future. Entries, including your name, can be used in CRiBS 
materials both on and offline. The prize is a bundle of 
goodies including a food hamper and some treats for 
people of all ages. We will contact the winner using the 
contact details provided by them to arrange when the 
bundle can be picked up. If we cannot contact you after 
30 days we will use the prize for our charitable purposes. 

RElaunch25

Enter to win a bundle of goodies. 

Words
Competition!

CRiBS volunteer Teresa McDonald recently visited a coffee shop after 
a day working for CRiBS. A waitress, who looked in her 20s, noticed 
her lanyard with CRiBS ID and said: “are you the CRiBS who used to 
do plays in schools?” “Yes” Teresa replied. “ The waitress said: “Do 
you know those plays were the highlight of my life!”.

Fiona tells how a mum she knows told her that following CRiBS 
lessons her child had come home and told her “I want to go to 
church.” Now the family have started attending a local church 
regularly and are thoroughly enjoying it.

A young man who had been a Boys Noise boy in primary school and 
who now attends St Columba’s where CRiBS is based, took time out 
to come and knock on the CRiBS door and ask for Mr Parfett. When 
he was told that Adam wasn’t currently in the office the boy said: 
“please tell him that he was the best teacher ever!”

Boys Noise leader Adam was approached this week by a mum 
who thanked him saying “I have really seen a good change in my 
son since he’s been working with you”. Boys Noise continues to 
impact many boys in the Borough.

The primary school play this year was called the ‘Good News 
Flash’  featuring Scooper the inexperienced roving reporter who 

finally manages to get the biggest scoop of 
the millenia - Jesus’ resurrection! The play 

was performed in 42 schools with 50 
performances reaching around 17,000 

children.

The team once again 
received many positive 
comments from both staff 

and children including 
‘absolutely brilliant’ 
and ‘hilarious’.

Highlight of My Life!

Impact of RE Lessons

Praise for Adam

Boys Noise Mum

Good News Flash

In one of the schools in which we 
teach we had the opportunity to 
spend time with each class to 
complete a friendship puzzle. The 
children had been learning about 
the value of friendship and were 
encouraged to write how they 
would encourage friendship in their 
school. 

The completed puzzle is now on 
display in the school. 

Friendship Puzzle
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like CRiBS, what hopes you have for CRiBS or something 
completely different. The closing date for entries is 1st 
November 2018. Entries can be sent by email to  
Karen@cribsonline.org or by letter sent to the CRiBS 
address. The entry needs to clearly state your name, 
age (if under 18) and contact details. We will use these 
to contact you about the competition and, if you are 
over 18, to ask if you would like to hear from us in the 
future. Entries, including your name, can be used in CRiBS 
materials both on and offline. The prize is a bundle of 
goodies including a food hamper and some treats for 
people of all ages. We will contact the winner using the 
contact details provided by them to arrange when the 
bundle can be picked up. If we cannot contact you after 
30 days we will use the prize for our charitable purposes. 

RElaunch25

Enter to win a bundle of goodies. 

Words
Competition!

CRiBS volunteer Teresa McDonald recently visited a coffee shop after 
a day working for CRiBS. A waitress, who looked in her 20s, noticed 
her lanyard with CRiBS ID and said: “are you the CRiBS who used to 
do plays in schools?” “Yes” Teresa replied. “ The waitress said: “Do 
you know those plays were the highlight of my life!”.

Fiona tells how a mum she knows told her that following CRiBS 
lessons her child had come home and told her “I want to go to 
church.” Now the family have started attending a local church 
regularly and are thoroughly enjoying it.

A young man who had been a Boys Noise boy in primary school and 
who now attends St Columba’s where CRiBS is based, took time out 
to come and knock on the CRiBS door and ask for Mr Parfett. When 
he was told that Adam wasn’t currently in the office the boy said: 
“please tell him that he was the best teacher ever!”

Boys Noise leader Adam was approached this week by a mum 
who thanked him saying “I have really seen a good change in my 
son since he’s been working with you”. Boys Noise continues to 
impact many boys in the Borough.

The primary school play this year was called the ‘Good News 
Flash’  featuring Scooper the inexperienced roving reporter who 

finally manages to get the biggest scoop of 
the millenia - Jesus’ resurrection! The play 

was performed in 42 schools with 50 
performances reaching around 17,000 

children.

The team once again 
received many positive 
comments from both staff 

and children including 
‘absolutely brilliant’ 
and ‘hilarious’.

Highlight of My Life!

Impact of RE Lessons

Praise for Adam

Boys Noise Mum

Good News Flash

In one of the schools in which we 
teach we had the opportunity to 
spend time with each class to 
complete a friendship puzzle. The 
children had been learning about 
the value of friendship and were 
encouraged to write how they 
would encourage friendship in their 
school. 

The completed puzzle is now on 
display in the school. 

Friendship Puzzle



Christian Resources in Bexley Schools

93% of pupils said ‘Taking Off’ helped prepare them for secondary school92% of teachers gave our REfresh lessons our highest rating

David is heading up the Secondary work. 

He has:

• A Masters in Career Coaching with a focus on 
Career Coaching disadvantaged youth. 

• Experience as a teaching assistant and 
learning mentor for those with special 
educational needs, anxiety, year 11 exam 
preparation and those who are at-risk of becoming excluded.

• Experience working with vulnerable 18 – 24 years olds suffering 
from anxiety, low self-esteem, learning difficulties, ex-offenders, 
ex-drug dealers, ex-gang members and those at-risk of becoming 
involved in crime and anti-social behaviour.

Abigail will be supporting David and working 
also on our b:You programme.

She has: 

• Experience in secondary schools, delivering 
RE lessons and a lunch time club. 

• Led a youth group which involved planning 
sessions, co-coordinating the team, and administering the club. 

• Participated in detached youth work, engaging with young 
people on the streets around Bexley. 

• Worked as a secondary school Learning Mentor and completed 
the National Learning Mentor Training. She has helped young 
people overcome barriers to learning. 

• Volunteered at her church working with young people aged 
11-18, and led a small group, helping them to form positive 
relationships and grow in their faith.

New CRiBS team members

David Hancock 

Abigail McCann

The vision for the CRiBS Secondary school work is to have 
an active presence in every secondary school across the 
borough of Bexley. Our aim is to achieve this by first 
focusing on meeting the needs of Secondary Schools in 
the Bexley borough as Jesus did when he met Samaritan 
woman at the well in John 4 v 1-42. As Sam Gyimah the 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, Department for 
Education stated when discussing young people’s well-
being in school: ‘The voluntary sector can be especially 
effective in reaching out in a way that makes sense 
to children and young people.’ With the Unlimited 
programme we seek to meet this need and want to have a 
mentor in every secondary school 
across Bexley borough. We also 
look forward to supporting CUs, 
assemblies, RE and PSHE lessons 
and special events.

UNLIMITED

A great part of the Boys Noise and b:You projects is the 
opportunity, if funds allow, to take the children we have been 
working with on a Ben Bullen Adventures survival day.  There are 
many reasons why this is such a great thing to do with the type 
of children we work with; one of them is that for two hours on 
a weekend we get them away from screens and all other forms 
of technology and teach them real survival skills. These include 
shelter building where the children are split into two teams and 
they have to work together to make the most waterproof shelter 
that they can and they only have sticks, branches and leaves to 
make it with. Another skill is teaching them various ways to make 
a fire from using a piece of flint and steel to light some cotton 
wool to using a Pringle. They all have so much fun. One boy on 
our last survival day stated, “this has been the best day of my 
life”. They all leave so excited to tell their parents all about what 
they had done and the new things they had achieved. 

Adventure Days

Another great CRiBS night of celebration this time attended 
by the Mayor and the Lady Mayoress along with many 
supporters and friends of CRiBS. 

The team performed their Easter primary school play ‘Good 
News Flash’ and Helen Jones from the Church of England 
Foundation for Educational Leadership spoke about faith in 
education. 

CRiBS CEO Mark Leveson gave an update on the latest 
developments within the organisation.

New employees, David and Abigail come to us with a wealth of 
experience and a heart for God’s work. 

CRiBS Easter Celebration

www.cribsonline.org    info@cribsonline.org    Tel: 01322 330730

Here are the 25 ways that we are hoping to celebrate this 
year. From goals to build our work in schools directly, to 
fundraising to support the work practically and targets to 
bless - they are all ways that we are celebrating. Each way 
to celebrate will be marked in our communications with a 
25 in a red circle like this.

Please get in touch if you think you can help. 

1) One van for Boys Noise and b:You
2) New secondary programme ‘Unlimited’ launched  3 

3) Three New Prayer events (see upcoming events panel)  3 

4)       old mobile phones collected to raise funds
5)       young people mentored at secondary schools  3
6)       miles walked (see upcoming events panel)
7)       kg of old stamps and other collectables sent off to 
  raise funds for us.  3
8)   Refresh Christian lessons booked in        schools
9)  £2,500 raised from supporter events  
 (eg coffee mornings)
10)        new regular donors
11)        people giving £        a month
12) Relaunch        tour to churches
13) To raise £2,525.25 in a single sponsored event
14) Competition for the best ‘CRiBS in        words’ poster  3
15) To run a family celebration event
16) To bless local schools with an Easter Gift  3
17)        fundraising events initiated by supporters
18)        memories from teachers, pupils and supporters  3
19) A desktop calendar available to all supporters to bless  
 them (please request one on 01322 330730)
20)        highlights from        years   3
21) To provide        assemblies (please tell us of local schools 
 who would like to take up our free assemblies)
22) A bookmark for every child we work with 
23) Newsletter special with a        year timeline  3
24) Funds raised through AmazonSmile
25) TBC - A space to add new ways to celebrate

You’ll notice the last slot is TBC ‘to be confirmed’ - this 
is your opportunity to tell us any great ideas you may 
have, so please do get in touch.
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With our 25 year anniversary we are 
   aiming to do 25 things to celebrate. 
    Some are ways to bless, others are 
  goals to expand our work or fund our 
work. Here’s an update on some of them!

Some goals we have already achieved, with Unlimited launched in 
January and gifts of chocolates being made to schools to bless them 
at Easter time. 

    Other goals are in progress... we’re still fundraising for a Boys Noise 
van and have put in applications for this. We have raised over £7,000 
and have a target of £15,000 to get a van that will be fit for purpose 
into the future. There are many other goals you can still be involved 
in. Read all about them here:

    Our target is to collect 25 mobile phones and we are nearly there! 
Please pass on old phones (cleared of data) to a staff member. 
Phones will be sent off to be recycled and we will benefit from funds. 

Thank you to those of you who give regularly. If you don’t give in this 
way and would like to, contact our office and we can advise you on 
how to do that.  

One of the great things is that regular gifts soon add up to 
something bigger…

£5 per month = £60 per year towards creating booklets teaching 
about Christianity.

£10 per month = £120 per year towards a dedicated teacher 
providing Christianity lessons in primary schools.

£25 per month = £300 per year towards a specialist, Christian 
worker, supporting Christian Unions.

Whatever you can give each month will grow over time and be 
invested in the lives of young people with – we pray - eternal results. 

    If you use Amazon to shop you can make money for CRiBS at no 
cost to you. All you need to do is go to AmazonSmile and choose 
CRiBS (to do this go to Your Account in the top right corner and follow 
the link). Then each time you want to shop using Amazon, go via 
AmazonSmile. 

    We want to encourage you in your prayer life. If you would like to 
join the CRiBS team worship and prayer meeting on the morning 
of 11th June we’d be delighted. Please do get in touch. 

Thank you to those who gave stamps, jewellery and other items.  
We raised over £280 from the last batches of items sent off. Not 
bad for items left in people’s drawers! The type of items that we are 
looking for can be found here at this website www.stampsnall.co.uk

Celebration Goals!Our

CRiBS new cash collection 
boxes are now available. If 
you’d be happy to take one 

for your spare cash or 
foreign currency we’d 

be happy to get it 
to you and to collect 
again when you tell 

us its full. Just give us 
a call or send an email.

Collection Boxes

RElaunch25Boys Noise boys on a marshmallow break!

The mayoress, Jerry, Mark and the mayor.
Helen Jones and Mark



One of our 25 
years celebration 
goals is to have 
a fundraiser that 

will raise £2,525.25 
and CRiBS team members Jon 
and Dan have decided to  take 
on the London Night Rider event 
to generate funds for our Boys 
Noise programme; 100 kilometres 
through the dead of night across 
the capital. Please can you help 
them reach their target.

If you no longer wish to receive information from 
us please let us know by email or telephone.

Do join us for more fun at one or all of our future events.

Open prayer with CRiBS team - Monday 11th June 9.30am  - 
Team HQ, St Columba’s School, Halcot Ave, Bexleyheath, DA6 7QB.

Songs of Praise & Cream Teas - Sunday 1st July. 6.30-8.00pm 
Sidcup Baptist Church, Main Road, Sidcup DA14 6PA

CRiBS 25 mile Thames Path Walk - Saturday 22nd September.  
All day - full details to be confirmed.

CRiBS Folk Night - Saturday 13th October, 6.45pm 
St Peter’s Church, Hextable BR8 7RH 

CRiBS Quiz Night - Friday 9th November, 7.00pm 
Trinity Baptist Church, Broadway, Bexleyheath DA6 7AU.

CRiBS Christmas Celebration - Monday 17th December - 7.00pm 
St Columba’s School, Halcot Ave, Bexleyheath, DA6 7QB.

CRiBS Secondary School prayer -  14th May, 11th June, 9th July,  
10th Sep, 8th Oct ,12th Nov, 10th Dec - Mondays 1-2pm 
St John’s Church, Danson Lane, Welling DA16 2BQ

Upcoming events - book today

To keep updated with events you may also want to 
sign up for our monthly emails and to ‘Like’ (and 
keep an eye on) our Facebook and Twitter pages. 
See addresses below.

Award for Ex CEO Gordon Raggett

Data Protection (Urgent & Important)

Mile Thames Path Walk

I have memories as a child of being ‘expected’ to 
write thank you letters after every Christmas and 
birthday to relatives and others who had sent cards 
and presents. I remember wondering if they  
realised that the gratitude expressed in the letters 
was not always as sincere as it might have been.  
Or maybe that wasn’t the point, maybe it was 
just that an expression of gratitude was expected, 
whether genuine or not! 

That expectation seems to me to carry over into a 
variety of areas of life – we expect communications 
to be acknowledged, shop staff to thank us for our 
custom, and counter staff in the post office to thank 
us for waiting (whether we have a choice or not!).

All that preamble is simply building to the point of 
saying a genuine, heartfelt “thank you” to all our 
supporters who are reading this newsletter.  There’s 
no ‘forced gratitude’ here!  The simple fact is that 
CRiBS would not have survived, let alone thrived 
in the way it has, without the practical, prayerful, 
financial and spiritual support of so many. So, as we 
celebrate 25 years of our work as CRiBS, we want to 
echo Paul’s words to his supporters in Philippi,  
“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all  
my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now…”(Philippians 1:3-5).

Thoughts on gratitude
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Recently Gordon was invited 
to Bexley Civic Offices to 
receive from the Mayor the 
most prestigious award for 
‘Outstanding Achievement’ 
in enhancing ‘the well being 
of a group which has brought 
credit to the borough.’ Gordon 
received a signed certificate 
and an engraved glass prism.  
Awarded for establishing and 
growing CRiBS to have such a 
significant impact on education 
and the development of 
young people over 25 years. 
Congratulations Gordon!

The CRiBS team will be participating at Sidcup Baptist Church’s 
Songs of Praise evening in July. Please book your place.

Sidcup Baptist Church

Sidcup Baptist Church, Main Road, Sidcup, DA14 6PA

Celebrate with a special

Sunday 1st July
5.30pm Cream Tea - 6.30-8.00pm Songs of Praise

Cream tea is free but you will need to book your place
Contact George Hider on 020 8306 3670 or ghider2016@gmail.com

Featuring the CRiBS Team

All welcome - Come along, bring your friends and enjoy
singing your favourite hymns and worship songs

LIVING VALUES       GROWING FAITH Retiring offering in support of CRiBS

We had a full house for our recent folk night 
event. A big thank you to CRiBS friend and 
volunteer Terry West for organising a great 
evening of entertainment as well as helping 
us raise nearly £1,300 for our Boys Noise 
programme. Thank you too to all our super 
performers and everyone else who helped 
make it such and enjoyable evening and a 
great success! Terry, a former police officer 
who has volunteered with Boys Noise, said 
“boys need all the help they can get!”

What are you doing on Saturday 22nd September 2018?

In line with our 25 celebration goals and building on the success 
of our Joyful in Hope walk fundraiser in 2017 where over 50 
people participated, we are planning to walk 25 miles of the 
Thames Walk from Thamesmead to Putney Bridge. The route will 
be broken up into smaller sections so people can choose to walk 
as little or as much as they like.  Participants can either pay a £15 
entry fee or pledge to raise money through sponsorship.

Additionally, for families, there will be a treasure hunt along the 
section of the South Bank between London Bridge and The Royal 
Festival Hall.  This 1.3 mile section of path holds many secrets – 
will you be able you find them all?  There will be a small prize for 
all children who enter.  Cost £15 per family (up to 5).

Do join us for what will be a great fun day for all.

Terry West and his bandFolk night fun!

Welcome to our special 25th anniversary newsletter 
filled with the latest news and a special centre page 

spread highlighting some of the big events and 
achievements over the last quarter century of  

CRiBS working in the Borough.

Thank you God - and thank you supporters  
for the past 25 years.... and the next!

Years!RElaunch25

Following the fun and success of 
our Joyful in Hope walk last year, 
the team will embark on another 
fundraising walk, along the 
Thames Path this September. You 
can join us. See back page.

Data Regulations (GDPR) come into force on 25th May 2018.  
If you have not yet let us know your preferences for being 
contacted by CRiBS in the future, please let us know as soon 
as possible.  Otherwise it may not be possible for us to contact 
you any further.  You can all the office on  01322 330730, email 
info@cribsonline.org  or you can complete our ‘May we contact 
you form’ found on the our website www.cribsonline.org. You’ll 
see the link on our homepage.

Miles!

RElaunch25
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CRiBS is Born 
Registered as a UK Charity

Gordon commences teaching 
RE Lessons part-time  

in primary schools

Gordon begins 
delivering assemblies 
in primary schools

Gordon & Joy sell delicatessen 
and Gordon works full time  

for CRiBS

Gordon starts Bible Workshop

CRiBS is donated a new  
Headquarters 

77 Cross Street, Erith
Team take children 
on Carroty Wood 

residential

Work develops & 
CRiBS grows in numbers

Gordon introduces 
Raggetty the clown

Seasonal plays 
start in primary schools

Bible Workshop 
continues and develops

Jigsaw Club starts at the 
Youth and Family Centre 

Touch Type Read Spell 
Programme introduced 

at Jigsaw Club

CRiBS introduce 
South African 

Christian dance troupe 
Ithemba into schools

Jigsaw Tent taken 
in to primary schools

Team expands

Touch Type Read Spell 
taken into schools

Our Place drop-in  
centre in Erith  

is launched

Aero project 
intervention work 

for secondary students 
begins

RE Resources 
handbook written by 

Gordon and Jason

Ithemba team returns 
for tour of schools 

and churches

CRiBS plays 
significant role  

supporting 
Soul in the City

CRiBS gets facelift and 
is rebranded with 

a new logo

Over 200 people attend 
the N:Joy Garden Parties

Increased bookings means 
two teams required plays

Team take on 3 Peaks Challenge

Team members complete 
Mari Jones 25 mile walk 

and also conquer  
Snowdon 

CRiBS relocates 
to Royal Park School 

in Albany Park

Donated London double decker 
converted to the 3:16 Bus

Boys Noise Programme 
Launched

Team members take on 
the 50:50 South Downs 

50 mile challenge

Volunteer Tim Luff climbs 
Kilimanjaro for CRiBS

CRiBS 20th Anniversary 
Summer Celebration at 

Royal Park School
Craig and Simon visit Tanzania

CRiBS helps write the 
Bexley Christian RE Syllabus 
REfresh RE lessons launched

1st Play in Secondary

CRiBS move HQ to St Columba’s 

Koru Gap year starts

CRiBS helps write the 
Bexley Christian RE Syllabus

1st Play in Secondary
Craig and Simon 

visit school in Tanzania
REfresh RE lessons launched

Jason runs  
marathon for CRiBS

b:You programme 
launched

CRiBS Supports Youth 
Unity Event at Trinity

CRiBS Supporter  
Steve Jefferys 

completes Land’s End  
John O’Groats 

cycle ride

Mark Leveson replaces 
Gordon as new CEO

Joyful in Hope 30 mile 
walk and tour

Taking Off transition 
programme launched
Paul runs Royal Parks 

half marathon

Unlimited mentoring 
programme launched

Easter plays performed 
in Dartford & Swanley

100k Nightrider 
event planned

25 Miles Thames  
Path Walk Planned

25th ANNIVERSARY

LIVING VALUES       GROWING FAITH

Just some of the highlights over the last 25 years

GO

CRiBS GAP YEAR PROGRAMME

RE:Create Bank 
of RE Lessons 

written &  
launched


