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More Georgians are being radicalised and leaving to fight in Syria. 
Their children grow up in a fatherless environment. This is the world 
in which the film’s two teenage protagonists, Eva and Iman, grow up. 
The small and remote Pankisi region has traditionally been inhabited 
by moderate Muslims, but in recent years the adherents of Wahhabism, 
the fundamentalist form of Islam, has grown dramatically. It was in 
this region that the director came to teach a film production course at 
a local school. Eva and Iman record their everyday lives while waiting 
for their fathers. No one knows if they will ever return.

Directed by 
Mari Gulbiani

Contact:
Jasmina Vignjevic 
Syndicado
admin@syndicado.com

“Many films have described the 
Jihadists and their violence, but 

none have given a voice to the 
families left behind.” 

—Filmpunkt

FILM 1
FRIDAY 3 MAY
3:00  - 5:00 PM 
// Room 1201

GEORGIA, FRANCE, GERMANY, 2018  |   75 min.  |   In Georgian with English subtitles

Before Father Gets Back

The film explores the creation of the myth about the Donbas by using 
archive footage from documentary and feature films. The plot develops 
along two planes. The first is life through the eyes of Soviet propaganda 
and the Donbas as a showcase of ideology. The second is real life, 
hidden from unwelcome eyes. The film uses archive footage and 
recordings of interviews with former Donbas residents who witnessed 
Russian aggression and became its victims. Life promised to become a 
symphony of work, joy and welfare, but turned out to be a delusion and 
a manipulation. Now there are no illusions left. 

FILM 2
THURSDAY 2 MAY
2:00 - 3:40 PM (Lunchtime)
// Harriman Institute
(12th Floor, Open Space)

Directed by 
Igor Minaev

Contact:
Jean-Marie Vauclin
Zelig Films
jmvauclin@zeligfilms.fr

RUSSIA, 2017  |   61 min.  |   In Russian with English subtitles

“The Cacophony of Donbass sheds 
new light on our era of 

post-truth and fake news.” 
—Premiere (France)

The Cacophony of Donbas



Oleg, 10, lives with his grandmother near the front lines in the Donbas 
war. While mortar blasts often echo through the air and many residents 
have already fled, Oleg and his grandmother are sticking it out. The boy 
waits for the war’s end while playing with his cousins, but sometimes 
children’s games mirror the violence of the adult world. The director 
succeeds in filming the conflict from a child’s perspective. He does not 
take political sides; rather, by focusing on private drama, he reveals the 
ravages of war in their saddest, most universal form. This portrait of a 
troubled childhood is heartbreaking.

“Finds beauty and horror on the 
bleeding edge of war.” 
—Hollywood Reporter

The Distant Barking of Dogs 
was shortlisted (top 15 world 
documentaries) for the 2019 

Academy Awards (Oscars).

DENMARK, 2017  |   91 min.  |   In Russian, Ukrainian with English subtitles

FILM 3
FRIDAY 3 MAY
5.20-7.10 PM 
// Room 1219

ALSO
SATURDAY 4 MAY
12:00 - 1:40 PM
(Lunchtime) 
// Room 1219

Directed by 
Simon Lereng 
Wilmont

Contact:
Nathan Minsberg
Film Platform   
nathan@filmplatform.net

The Distant Barking of Dogs

Flight of a Bullet
Across a single unbroken take, Flight of a Bullet captures the ethical 
minefield of documentary filmmaking within the quickly changing 
contexts of a conflict zone. Director Beata Bubenec took 400 hours of 
footage during two weeks embedded with the Ukrainian volunteer mi-
litary group Aidar Battalion in the hotly contested Donbas region. Sus-
pecting that a Ukrainian man who questions the director’s right to be 
filming is a separatist, the group — against Bubenec’s wishes — capture 
and interrogate him. From the fast-paced capture and tense interroga-
tion to the mundane aspects of battalion life, this documentary provides 
a unique insight into the role of the eyewitness.

FILM 4
FRIDAY 3 MAY
1:20  - 3:00 PM (Lunchtime) 
// Room 1201
The film will start at 1.30 PM

Directed by 
Beata Bubenec

Contact:
Beata Bubenec
beatabubenec@
yandex.ru

RUSSIA, LATVIA, 2017  |   80 min.  |   In Russian with English subtitles

“Notable for being a war doc in 
which the war is an off-camera 

character – ever-present but 
never front-and-center,” 

—Lauren Wissot, Global Comment

“In many ways the finished film 
is also about the vulnerability 

of being the only woman 
surrounded by men.” 

—Beata Bubenec

ALSO
SATURDAY 4 MAY
1.40-3.40 PM
// Room 1201



Hungary 2018

Twenty-eight years after the fall of communism and on the eve of a new 
presidential election, Hungary has arrived at a political crossroads. Is the 
country about to embark on another four years of right-wing populism, 
with Viktor Orbán and his Fidesz party remaining in power, or will 
former Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsány and his pro-European left-
wing party prevail? Filmmaker Eszter Hajdú followed both campaigns, 
but also gained access to the personal life of Gyurcsány. The resulting 
unique and sometimes moving scenes reveal the exhaustive efforts made 
by the candidate and his wife to get Hungary to shift to the left.

FILM 5
THURSDAY 2 MAY
2:00 - 3:40 PM (Lunchtime)
// Room 1219

Directed by 
Eszter Hajdú

Contact:
Sandor Mester
Miradourou Media
miradouromedia@
gmail.com 

“A portrait, not only of the elections 
in Hungary, but of the rise of 

nationalism worldwide.” 
—Cineuropa

HUNGARY, PORTUGAL, 2018  |   82 min.  |   In Hungarian and English 
with English subtitles

ALSO
SATURDAY 4 MAY
4.10-6.10 PM
// Room 1219

Meuthen’s Party
Seemingly easy-going economics professor Jörg Meuthen is running 
for parliament on the far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) party 
ticket. A behind the scenes view of his successful campaign reveals 
the true character of a man who, with a smile on his face, promotes 
racist tendencies within society. Aware that some extreme right-wing 
politicians are viewed as rabble-rousing idiots, Meuthen presents 
himself as a serious politician who relies on facts rather than emotions. 
He does not hesitate to accept a young student director’s offer to 
shoot a documentary closely following his activities. The film provides 
unembellished evidence of just how pervasive his rhetoric has become.

FILM 6
FRIDAY 3 MAY
3:00  - 5:00 PM  
// Room 1302

Directed by 
Marc Eberhardt

Contact:
Sigrid Gairing
Filmakademie Baden-
Württemberg
sigrid.gairing@filmakad-
emie.de 

 GERMANY, 2018  |   92 min.  |   In German with English subtitles

“It won’t leave you all fired up, 
but rather sick and worried, with 
eyes and ears better trained for 
the seeping, creeping ascent of 

the European right.” 
—Jutta Brendemühl, 

POV Magazine



Novaya
Is it even possible to engage in independent journalism in Russia? Yes, 
but those who do so must be prepared to pay a high price. A look behind 
the scenes of Novaya Gazeta, one of the largest independent newspapers 
in Russia. Since 2000, the newspaper has lost six of its members. Over 
the course of 18 months,  the film records how journalists choose their 
subjects, and how they respond to the sudden kidnapping of one of their 
editors. How close is the boundary of the search for truth in Russia, one 
whose crossing can endanger your own life or the lives of others?

FILM 7
FRIDAY 3 MAY
5:20 - 7:20 PM  
// Room 1201

Directed by 
Askold Kurov

Contact:
Askold Kurov
askold.kurov@gmail.com 

RUSSIA, 2019  |   75 min.  |   In Russian, with English subtitles

Askold Kurov’s previous film, 
The Trial: The State of Russia 

vs. Oleg Sentsov, was shown at 
ASN 2017.

ALSO
SATURDAY 4 MAY
12.00-1.40 PM 
(Lunchtime)
// Room 1201

Our New President
While the 2016 presidential elections polarized the US and obs-
cured the distinction between truth and falsehood, the Russian 
media’s take on the events was far more distorted and deceptive. 
This  fascinating documentary is a compilation of news clips, 
archival footage, and home-movies that offers a glimpse at the 
frenzied reality under Putin’s iron fist: a government-owned and 
controlled media that nurtures rumors about the Clintons’ past as 
drug addicts and serial killers. It comes as no surprise that the Rus-
sians celebrate Trump’s victory; however, only until they become 
aware of his instability, and the bizarre honeymoon becomes a viral 
embarrassment.   

FILM 8
FRIDAY 3 MAY
1:20  - 3:00 PM (Lunchtime)
// Room 1219
The film will start at 1.40 PM

Directed by 
Maxim Pozdorovkin

Contact:
Joe Bender
Third Party Films
joe@thirdpartyfilms.com

“A heady lesson in how fake news really 
works — and how far back it stretches.” 

—Variety

The screening will be followed by a two-
hour panel featuring Maxim Pozdorovkin, 
the film director, and four scholars. (See 

bottom half of this page).

Maxim Pozdorovkin’s two previous feature-
length documentaries (Pussy Riot: A Punk 
Prayer and The Notorious Mr. Bout) were 

shown at ASN 2014, 2015.

US, RUSSIA, 2018  |   77 min.  |   In Russian and English with English subtitles

ALSO
SATURDAY 4 MAY
1.40-3.40 PM 
// Room 1219



Srbenka
Rehearsals for a play about the ethnically-motivated murder of a Serbian 
teenager in 1991 gradually turn into collective psychotherapy. Croatian 
stage director Oliver Frljić uses the play to expose the unprocessed traumas 
of war—in contemporary Croatia, these traumas are still at the root of 
threats and bullying aimed at children with Serbian roots. A 12-year-old 
girl appearing in the play reveals that when she discovered she was Serbian, 
she cried. Why are such young children even aware of their ethnicity? Why 
must they hide their origins? The process they are going through is one 
that Croatia as a nation may experience.

FILM 9
FRIDAY 3 MAY
1:20  - 3:00 PM  
// Room 1302

Directed by 
Nebojša Slijepčević

Contact:
Zrinka Kosar
Restart
zrinka@restarted.hr

SWITZERLAND, 2018  |   72 min.  |   In Croatian with English subtitles

“Set against a backdrop of 
hate and xenophobic violence, 

Srbenka feels perfectly in 
tune with the current global 

moment.” —Variety

ALSO
SATURDAY 4 MAY
4.10-6.10 PM 
// Room 1201

The Trial
The Trial is comprised of painstakingly researched and restored black-and-
white footage chronicling one of Stalin’s first show trials, which took place 
in 1930 in Moscow. The suspenseful, life-threatening situation is real, 
while the crime is fake. The accused — a group of top-ranking economists 
and engineers, charged with forming a secret pact with French Prime 
Minister Raymond Poincaré and other Western leaders in order to restore 
capitalism and fracture the USSR — are forced to confess to crimes they 
never committed. The court, presided by Andrey Vyshinsky, who later 
became known as the key prosecutor in the 1937 show trials, delivers death 
sentences.

FILM 10
FRIDAY 3 MAY
11:20 AM - 1:27 PM  
// Room 1201

Directed by 
Sergei Loznitsa 

Contact:
Maria Choustova
Atoms & Void
maria.choustova@
atomsvoid.com 

 NETHERLANDS, 2018  |   127 min.  |   In Russian with English subtitles

“I decided to give the spectators 
a chance to spend two hours 

in the USSR in 1930, when the 
machine of state terror 

was launched.” 
—Sergei Loznitsa

Sergei Loznitsa’s four previous 
documentaries (Maidan, The 

Event, Austerlitz, Victory Day) 
were shown at ASN between 

2015 and 2018.



The Waldheim Waltz
The Waldheim Waltz shows the tangled web that former UN 
Secretary General Kurt Waldheim became ensnared in by concea-
ling two years of his wartime biography. It shows the swift succes-
sion of new allegations by the World Jewish Congress against him, 
the denial by the Austrian political class, the outbreak of anti- 
Semitism and patriotism, which finally led to his election.  Austria 
was highly successful in practising the deception on itself and the 
world that it had been the first victim of the Nazis. Despite the fact 
that a whole generation knew the truth, this image of innocence 
was serially reproduced in official speeches, books and patriotic 
films.

FILM 11
THURSDAY 2 MAY
2:00 - 3:40 PM (Lunchtime) 
// Room 1201

Directed by 
Ruth Beckermann

Contact:
Neil Friedman
Menemsha Films
neilf@menemshafilms.
com

“The WJC evidence was devastating, 
and it kept on coming.” —Variety

“The film resonates strongly in our 
current era of right-wing populist 

leaders.” —Hollywood Reporter

AUSTRIA, 2018  |   93 min.  |   German, English and French (with English subtitles)

On November 22, 2017, the Bosnian Serb General, Ratko Mladic, 
was found guilty of genocide and crimes against humanity at the 
ICTY in The Hague and sentenced to life in prison. Mladic was 
associated with the murder of over 7,000 Muslim men and boys 
in Srebrenica in 1995 — the worst crime on European soil since 
World War II. Filmed over five years with unprecedented access to 
the Prosecution, the Defence, witnesses who gave evidence, and 
Mladic’s family members and supporters in Bosnia, it tells an epic 
story of justice, accountability and a country trying to escape from 
the past. 

FILM 12
FRIDAY 3 MAY
11:20 AM - 1:20 PM  
// Room 1219

Directed by 
Henry Singer and 
Rob Miller
Contact:
Olivier Semonnay
Java Films (France)
olivier@javafilms.tv 

“If you’re going to understand 
anyone, particularly someone 

accused of really terrible crimes 
(...) the approach we took was that 
he is a human being.” —Rob Miller

The Trial of Ratko Mladic
UK, 2018  |   99 min.  |   In Bosnian and English with English subtitles

ALSO
SATURDAY 4 MAY
12.00-1.40 PM 
(Lunchtime) 
// Room 1302


