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Gala Weekend 
This year's Gala Weekend, August 8

th
 and 9

th
,  is only a couple of weeks away. We are 

to be visited by Max, O. & K. 0-6-0T 10750/1923 from Statfold Barn. There will be a 

members' get-together on the Saturday evening, with 'drive an engine' opportunities, a 

hot pot supper, and some form of appropriate entertainment yet to be determined (i.e. 

a showing of slides or videos or something of that ilk). Come and join us! 

 

The season so far 
Following a disappointing season last year and with the recession biting, there were 

bound to be fears for our prospects this year. Happily, the accounts up to 13
th
 July 

show that ticket sales are holding up compared to last year. Shop sales are slightly 

down, while the effect of the recession can be seen in a significant fall in demand for 

our two most expensive products, Drive an Engine days and private hire events.  

 

Break in 
On June 14th the loco crew arrived to find evidence of unwanted visitors. Attempts 

had been made to force entry into several buildings. The door of the booking office & 

shop had been broken down, and the safe, containing £874, had been removed. 

Nothing else had gone except, sadly and annoyingly, the wooden box containing the 

lead type for the Edmondson ticketing machine. The police were called and were 

quickly on the scene, after which the broken glass and splintered wood  was swiftly 

tidied up and trains ran as usual. 

 

The door of the shop and doors of other buildings have subsequently been 

strengthened, and it is intended to install an alarm. In future cash will not be left on 

site overnight, with the exception of the float needed for the next working day. 

 

Locos 
The Trust has purchased the Hudswell Clarke mines loco from Mike Spall. This loco, 

0-4-0D, 750/1949, was formerly owned by  Moorside Mining at Eckington, near 

Sheffield. It has been on site since 1987, during which time some work has been 

undertaken on it including the fabrication and fitting of a cab. With 68HP it is our 

most powerful diesel loco, and the intention is that it should be available to haul 

passenger trains in the event of a steam loco breaking down or in the absence of a 

steam loco. The loco is currently on a siding at Willow Tree Halt; in due course it will 

be cleared of debris and a restoration programme will be initiated. 

 

Irish Mail has returned from its holiday on the Welsh Highland Heritage Railway. 

The WHHR have already booked Montalban for a visit in the first week of May, 

2010. 



 

Booking Office & Shop 
Margaret Clarke has very kindly taken on responsibility for the Booking office & 

shop. Our grateful thanks go to Dougie Lestor for his spell of duty, and of course we 

wish him the very best in his continuing struggle against illness. 

 

Welcome to new members 
A very warm welcome to the following new members: 

 

 Mr & Mrs Parks 

 Mr A.Thompson 

 Mr A. Kuivala 

 Mr M Procter & Ms P. Hook 

 Mr G. Lynwold 

 

Health & Safety 

 
Tours of the site 

Please can volunteers who are asked to conduct visitors around the site remember to 

check the site first, in order to avoid taking visitors to any areas where they might be 

endangered or where their presence might cause problems, before signing the sheet in 

the shop and getting the tour under way.   

 

Safety Management System 

At their meeting on 14
th
 July, the Trust Directors adopted a Safety Management 

System, subject to further clarification regarding 'overall and final responsibility'. The 

SMS provides an over-arching framework which incorporates several other 

documents including the Volunteer Safety Manual, the Operating Rule Book, lists of 

approved operating staff, the Track Standards Manual, etc. 

 
 

Noticeboard  

A reminder to volunteers that there is an official noticeboard in the mess room. 

Please be sure to check it for any new notices every time you come on site. 

 

Last but not least...................... 

 

Christmas is coming! 
A brand new, two colour Santa Specials leaflet and booking form for 2009 is already 

available. Please can everyone collect copies from the booking office & shop and 

help us to distribute them far and wide. 
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