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‘Another life lost, hearts broken for what?’

This is the epitaph on the headstone of William Lincoln Rae, who died on the 8th of August 1918, fighting 
with the 20th Battalion in the Battle of Amiens.

William Lincoln Rae, commonly known as ‘Will’ grew up in Glenorie, NSW. He was born as a twin with 
his brother Charles on the 18th of March 1894. He had two younger brothers and two younger sisters; 
Donald, Ashton, Grace and Dulcie. He went to Glenorie Public School, and after school started an 
apprenticeship in Sydney as a printer. 

His father, Arthur Edward George Rae born in 1860, was a Labor senator and a founding member of the 
Labor Party. He was also active in the anti-conscription movement later on in his career. Arthur died in 
1943. His mother, Annie Rae, was born in 1861 and after raising her six kids, died in 1929.

Will and his brother Don enlisted in the AIF at Casula on the 28th of December 1915. After enlistment, 
Don and Will were posted to the 12th reinforcements of the 20th Battalion.

The brothers then departed from Sydney on the 13th of April 1916. They boarded the Ceramic, a 
transport ship, where they travelled from Sydney to England. 

When they arrived in England they spent several months with the 5th Battalion, before leaving to join 
the 20th Battalion in France. They joined the battalion on the 7th of October and first saw action in the 
disastrous attack on Flers, during one of the worst European winters on record. Will was wounded in 
the right arm by shrapnel very early in his wartime career and was sent back to England for medical 
attention. This meant for the first time in the boys military career, they were separated from each other.

Several months later, Don was injured and the brothers were reunited back in England. After recovering, 
Will was sent back to France with the 61st Battalion, before being transferred back to the 20th Battalion. 
After Don’s recovery he was also returned to the 20th Battalion.

During the next few months, Will and Don experienced many horrific battles on the front line in France. 
Don was then transferred to the 19th Battalion where he was captured by the Germans. For several 
months Will had no idea where Don was. He frequently asked his superiors for information about his 
brother, and he eventually discovered that Don was alive but was a prisoner of war.

On the 8th of August 1918, the 20th Battalion was involved in the Battle of Amiens, the battle that 
eventually ended the war. This was a horrific battle for both the Germans and the Allies with a combined 
total of forty-five thousand people left dead or injured. Early that morning the 20th Battalion, made 
an advance under heavy fog. The 20th battalion lost five men during that advance. One of those was 
Private William Lincoln Rae. He was only 24 years old. His body was finally laid to rest here in the Villers-
Bretonneux Military Cemetery.

His father chose the inscription on his epitaph, exposing his hostility to the war that took his son’s life 
and the pain his family experienced from the loss.
‘Another life lost, hearts broken for what?’


