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TUOLUMNE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL  
February 8, 2017 
 
Assemblyman Frank Bigelow 
Post Office Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA   94249-0005 
 
RE:  Support for AB 174 
 
Dear Assemblyman Bigelow: 
 
The Tuolumne County Transportation Council supports AB 174 which would require one voting member of the 
California Transportation Commission to reside in a county with a population of less than 100,000.   
 
The California Transportation Commission’s mission is to be a unified voice on transportation issues.  Rural 
Counties face unique challenges when implementing federal and state policies into plans, projects and programs.  
Low population densities, poor infrastructure, geography, environmental constraints and minimal funding creates 
significant obstacles not faced by more urban areas of the state.  Currently all eleven members of the California 
Transportation Commission reside in a county with a population over 1 million.  It is impossible for the 
Commission to meet their mission as a unified voice for all of California without a single member having a rural 
perspective.   
 
In total, Rural Counties have more than 2.7 million residents and comprise nearly 50 percent of the State’s land 
mass.  The geography of the 35 rural counties ranges from forested and mountain landscapes, to coastal areas, 
desert regions and farm lands.  The massive areas within rural counties provide natural resources for California’s 
economy as well as some of the world’s most scenic recreational opportunities for all of California residents to 
enjoy.  Unfortunately, these areas are plagued with crumbling roads, tourist related congestion impacts, safety 
needs and in many areas population decline.  Rural communities suffer from disadvantages usually not considered 
in state funding priorities.  AB 174 will ensure the voices of small, rural California Counties are heard on 
transportation issues.  The time has come to ensure our issues have a voice and a vote.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Michael Ayala, Chairman  
Tuolumne County Transportation Council 
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