
USING THE CORRECT ART VOCABULARY 
 
 

TONE: 
Dark - With little or no light. 
Light - The amount or quality of light 
Middle - The point or position at an equal distance from 
the sides, edges, or ends of something. 
Broken - Many different tones within an area  
Contrasting - Dramatic change from light to dark  
Flat - Smooth or plain  
Graduating - Change gradually or step by step. 
Modulated - Varying/ Changing  
Receding - gradually diminish. 
Regulated - Controlled variation  
Smooth -  Having an even and regular surface 
Uniform - Constant, flat, same, unvarying 
 

FORM: 
Line, Tone and shape to add depth and volume:  
Curvaceous - Rounded, curved  
Geometric - Regular, mathematical shapes  
Hard - Definite, firm, severe, harsh, ugly  
Heavy - Weighty, serious, forceful, clumsy, dull, overcast, 
tedious, gloomy, unwieldy  
Light - Delicate, fine, spacious, airy, bright  
Linear - Long and narrow, like a line  
Monumental - Massive, paramount, great  
Natural - Simple, life-like, unaffected  
Rounded -  having a smooth, curved surface. 
Sculptural -relating to or resembling sculpture. 
Soft - having a pleasing quality involving a subtle effect or 
contrast rather than sharp definition 
Spatial - Wide, expansive 

ATMOSPHERE:  
Angry - Raging, cross, turbulent  
Calm - Tranquil, quiet, serene  
Dark - Gloomy, evil, atrocious, mysterious, wicked, 
sullen, cheerless, sad  
Dreich - Cold, sad, depressing  
Exciting - Rousing, provocative  
Flat - Boring, dull, lifeless, sluggish  
Light - Delicate, fine, free, airy, spacious  
Loving - Warm, romantic, cosy, kind  
Melancholy - Sad, tearful, depressing, pensive  
Sombre - Serious, dark, gloomy  
Still – quiet, motionless 
Stimulating - Exciting, energetic  
Stormy - Violent, agitated 

SUBJECT MATTER: what a picture/work of art is about:  
Abstract - Free, imagined, unreal  
Buildings -Any man-made structure  
Fantasy - dream-like, imaginary  
Figurative - With people in it  
Interiors - Inside of a building  
Landscape - Scenery  
Mythological - About traditional stories  
Portrait depicting only the face or head, shoulders or body 
Religious - About religion  
Seascape - Sea scenery  
Still-life - Picture of non-living things e.g. flowers, fruit  
Townscape, Cityscape – view of buildings/streets 

PATTERN:  
Decorative - to make something look more attractive 
Diagonal – from one corner to another 
Embellished -make more attractive by the addition of 
decorative details or features. 
Floral- with or of flowers 
Flowing- smoothly, continuous. 
Formalised– Definite, precise shape  
Geometric - Regular shape found in mathematics  
Horizontal - parallel to the plane of the horizon; 
Incised - Cut into the surface  
Irregular - Uneven, not regular  
Organic - Relating to or derived from living matter 

t  

COMPOSITION: 
The arrangement and relationship of 
colours, shapes, tones etc.  
Abstract - Free, unreal, imagined  
Angular - Jagged or pointed  
Balanced - Agreeable arrangement  
Broken - Many different colours put side by 
side  
Circular - Having the form of a circle. 
Continuous - Forming an unbroken whole; 
without interruption. 
Flowing - Fluent  
Fragmented - Broken into bits or sections  
Rounded - Well balanced  
Symmetrical - Exact similar parts facing each 
other or around an axis 
Triangular - Shaped like a triangle; having 
three sides and three corners 
Unbalanced - Not giving accurate, fair, or 
equal coverage to all aspects; partial. 

 
  
  

  
     

    
    

     
      

  
     

  
     

  
     

 

 
  
  

  
     

    
    

     
      

  
     

  
     

  
     

 

 
  
  

  
     

    
    

     
      

  
     

  
     

  
     

 


