
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CONTENT 
The painting has distinctive blocks of red, grey, 
brown, blue or greeny-blue, and white - all in 
keeping with the sitter's traditional Italian dress, 
with its red waistcoat, blue kerchief and belt.  
Boy in the Red Vest is the title of this painting and 
shows a boy sitting at a table which is set at a 
different viewpoint angle to the figure himself, 
with his chin cupped in his hands as if waiting for 
something, bored or depressed, or he could be 
tired after working all day. 

FORM 
This is an oil painting  
The colours are quite 
bold with vivid red, blue, 
grey, browns & white 
with some greeny- blue 
shadow detail on his 
shirt & in the 
background and form 
distinctive blocks.  
There are a number of 
diagonals in this 
painting: such as the 
angle of the sitter's 
tilted back and head, his 
arms & forearms, and 
the long diagonal of the 
seat and table top rising 
from the lower left. 
These help to direct the 
viewer's eye around a 
circle made up of the 
face, right-arm and up 
to the supporting elbow, 
which points back to the 
face. The work 
measures 81cm x 64cm. 

MOOD 
This painting makes me 
concerned about what 
the boy is waiting for. 
His face looks bored or 
unhappy. It is a quiet 
painting with no 
movement as if we have 
just captured a moment 
or two of time, with the 
boy waiting for 
something. You cannot 
help but look at the 
boy’s face which seems 
gloomy as he is not 
smiling and looks a little 
impatient or fed up. 
Because the colours are 
quite bold it does not 
seem depressing.  
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CONTEXT 
‘Boy in the Red vest’ was painted in 1889/90 
by the artist Paul Cezanne. It was created 
during the Impressionist movement. Cezanne 
painted 4 different portraits of this boy, but 
this one became the most famous. 
Paul Cézanne (19 January 1839 – 22 October 
1906) was a French artist and Post-
Impressionist painter who painted portraits, 
still life and landscapes. He used planes of 
colour and small brushstrokes that build up 
form & shape. He is well known for his rich use 
of colour. This painting is a typical 
classical/impressionistic portrait of an Italian 
boy. Cezanne also produced a watercolour and 
pencil drawing entitled The Boy in the Red 
Vest (1889-90, in a Private Collection). 

EXTRA MARKS 
How does this work link 
to your work, is the 
theme or mood similar? 

 

EXTRA MARKS 
Using your own image 
make a copy using the 
styles & techniques of  
the artists work. 
 

EXTRA EXTRA MARKS 
List or acknowledge  
other artworks of a  
similar context,  
content, mood or form. 

If your handwriting is is 
untidy & hard to read 
please use a computer 
& consider how your 
pages will look: add an 
interesting 
background/colour on 
which to can place your 
text. Make it look 
attractive and artistic.  

 
 

  

Don’t rely on just one 
website for 
information; look at 
several to get genuine 
information. Make sure 
you acknowledge where 
you got the information 
i.e. Wikipedia, ‘A Concise 
History of Art’ book 
(with publishing date 
etc.)  

  

http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/drawing.htm

