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 Zion Lutheran Church of Lake Crystal, MN 
211 E. Robinson St (PO Box 236), Lake Crystal, MN 56055 

www.zionluthlakecrystal.org 
507-726-2849         

Mission: To Make Jesus Known To All In Our Words and Actions 

Sixth Sunday after Easter  May 17, 2020 

In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this church are not able to gather for worship in our 

sanctuaries. We will gather as an online community for prayer and worship at 9:00 a.m., when our service is 

livestreamed on Zion’s Facebook page.  

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new!  

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with his disciples of every 

generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We 

receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to 

be the body of the risen Christ in the world. 

Welcome 

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C:  He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

P:  Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. Let us give thanks 

for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning you created us in your image 

and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 

and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 

and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

We praise you for your salvation through water, 

for the water in our font, 

and for all water everywhere. 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

Gathering Hymn - “Thy Holy Wings” (performed by Sheldon Meyer) 

Thy holy wings, O Savior, 
 spread gently over me, 
 and let me rest securely 
 through good and ill in thee. 
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 Oh, be my strength and portion, 
 my rock and hiding place, 
 and let my ev'ry moment 
 be lived within thy grace. 
 

Oh, let me nestle near thee, 
 within thy downy breast 
 where I will find sweet comfort 
 and peace within thy nest. 
 Oh, close thy wings around me 
 and keep me safely there, 
 for I am but a newborn 
 and need thy tender care. 
 

Oh, wash me in the waters 
 of Noah's cleansing flood. 
 Give me a willing spirit, 
 a heart both clean and good. 
 Oh, take into thy keeping 
 thy children great and small, 
 and while we sweetly slumber, 
 enfold us one and all. 
 

“Thy Holy Wings” Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent. www.selahpub.com, used by permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-723841. Music: Swedish folk tune, Public Domain. 

Prayer of the Day (Led by Kaitlyn Stromswold) 

P: Let us pray together. 

C: Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great 

mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth 

and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Reading: Acts 17:22-31 (Read by Kendall Anderson) 
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or 

Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth 

who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. 

22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in 

every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I 

found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship 

as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is 

Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human 

hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 

things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times 

of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would 

search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one 

of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,  

 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
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29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an 

image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human 

ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on 

which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this 

he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 66:8-20 (Read by Dougray Siebenahler) 

 8Bless our God, you peoples; 

  let the sound of praise be heard. 

 9Our God has kept us among the living 

  and has not allowed our feet to slip.  

 10For you, O God, have tested us; 

  you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

 11You brought us into the net; 

  you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

 12You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, 

  but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

 13I will enter your house with burnt offerings 

  and will pay you my vows— 

 14those that I promised with my lips 

  and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

 15I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; 

  I will give you oxen and goats.  

 16Come and listen, all you who believe, 

  and I will tell you what God has done for me. 

 17I called out to God with my mouth, 

  and praised the Lord with my tongue. 

 18If I had cherished evil in my heart, 

  the Lord would not have heard me; 

 19but in truth God has heard me 

  and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 

 20Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 

  nor withheld unfailing love from me.  

Gospel: John 14:15-21 

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his commandments and 

speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever. 

P: The holy gospel according to St. John. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the 



4 
 

Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, 

whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because 

he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

  18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer see 

me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my 

Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those 

who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal 

myself to them.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Homily 

Music Offering:  “Shelter Me”  (performed by Matt Strum) 

Shepherd and sheep, my God and I: 

to fresh green fields you led my steps in days gone by. 

You gave me rest by quiet springs 

and filled my soul with peace your loving presence brings.  

Refrain: O shelter me, o shelter me: 

The way ahead is dark and difficult to see. 

O shelter me, O shelter me: 

All will be will if only you will shelter me.  

Yet now I tread a diff’rent way; 

Death dogs my path with stealthy steps from day to day. 

I cannot find your peaceful place 

But dwell in dreary darkness, longing for your face. Refrain 

I will look back in days to come 

and realize your faithfulness has led me home. 

Within your house I’ll find my peace, 

trusting that in your mercy you have sheltered me.  

“Shelter Me” Words and Music by Michael Joncas (based on Psalm 23), © 2020 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted by permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-723841. 

Recognition of Graduates in the Class of 2020 

Prayers of Intercession (Led by Cassie Carlson and Reese Goeringer) 

P: Separated in our residences but united by God’s promises of restoration, we pray for the church, 

the earth, the world, and all who are in need.  A brief silence. 

You are invited to respond: 

P: Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

P: With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal 

care; through Christ our Lord. 
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C: Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction and Sending  

P: May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 

raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 

and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

*Dismissal 

P: Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

You are invited to join us at 10:00 am for our Virtual Coffee Hour! We will meet via Zoom, 

and you can join us by clicking this link: Virtual Coffee Hour. (Note: If you will be connecting 

from a smartphone or tablet, you will need to download the Zoom Client app from 

www.zoom.us/downloads) 

 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/662798543?pwd=Rms2UEZydk1IQ0Ixc3hDd2NEU2xqdz09
file:///C:/Users/Pastor/Google%20Drive/Zion%20Shared%20Files/Bulletins/Bulletins%202020/May%202020/www.zoom.us/downloads
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Prayer Requests  

 For those who mourn:  the family and friends of Ginny Midthun; the family and friends of Jerry 
Hillesheim (brother-in-law to Al & Mary Hutchens, Barb & Bob McDonald, and Todd & Terry 
Hutchens); Michele Langer and her children (Derek, Emilee & Alexis Cloyd) on the death of their 
father/grandfather, Marvin Langer. 

 For those in need of help and healing: Dee Firchau (mother of Kelly Karels), Warner Beckmann, 
Mary Nell Preisler (sister of Jim Halvorson), Barry Jacques, Tim Anderson, Taylor Antony, Sadie 
and Elsie Sorensen, Tiana Iverson, John Greenough, Jan Barnick (daughter-in-law of Dorothy 
Barnick), Lonnie Honstad, Jeff Dunker, Cole Barden, Erin Visker, Donald Schmidt, Maddie Teigen, 
and Jed Visker. 

 For those who are deployed: Evan Masters (brother of Chelsea Copeland).  

 For all those impacted by the coronavirus pandemic, especially those who are sick or recovering, 
for the dying and those who grieve, and for those struggling with anxiety, depression, and 
addiction relapses triggered by this crisis. For those waiting to receive their first unemployment 
check. For businesses and employers working to balance the needs of their business, customers, 
and employees. For graduates and their families struggling with disappointment over cancelled 
ceremonies and celebrations. For political leaders and public health experts, that they will work 
as partner to wisely guide our communities. For our communities, that we will love our 
neighbors and be united by our concern for the most vulnerable among us, especially as we seek 
wise decisions for the common good.  

 
THE WEEK AHEAD 

Sunday, May 17 Service of the Word (Facebook) 9:00 am 

 Music from Sheldon Meyer (Facebook) 9:30 am 

 Virtual Coffee Hour (Click this Zoom Link) 10:00 am 

Monday, May 18 Bible Study (Zoom Link) 11:00 am 

Tuesday, May 19 Newsletter information due to Mary 12:00 noon 

Wednesday, May 20 Confirmation Student Gathering (Zoom Link) 6:00 pm 

 Council Meeting (Zoom) 7:30 pm 

Sunday, May 24 Service of the Word (Facebook) 9:00 am 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Congratulations to the Class of 2020! In previous years, we have compiled a booklet of 

information about our graduates.  Many of our graduates are still finalizing plans for their 

celebrations, so this year we will share open house information through our worship 

announcements as families provide these details.  

 Please give us your input regarding Online Worship and Fellowship. The Worship, Music, 

and Adult Education Team invites you to complete a brief online survey to help us gather 

feedback and suggestions regarding our current online offerings for worship and fellowship. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/662798543?pwd=Rms2UEZydk1IQ0Ixc3hDd2NEU2xqdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/322134420
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/98914503089?pwd=SVhIYTNmMDE5a2o3R2pxeHM1ZzNtQT09
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Your participation will help our efforts to meet members where they are, and keep them 

engaged in congregational life during the present disruptions. Use the link posted on 

Facebook, or go to: https://forms.gle/5ratSt22aDLMWNsX6 

 Caring Coins donations will be received throughout the month of May and will be divided 

between Partners for Affordable Housing (April’s designee for which gifts were not collected) 

and Committee Against Domestic Abuse (May’s designee). Gifts can be given by check, cash or 

through regular eGiving options (online or the Give+ app). If paying by check or with cash, be 

sure to indicate that your gift is for Caring Coins so our weekly counters are aware. Thank you 

for your kindness and generosity during these challenging times! 

 Thank you for your faithful financial support of Zion’s ministries during this challenging 

time. It’s been wonderful to see how many of you have continued to share your offerings as 

you’d planned for 2020. Offering can be mailed to the Church Office (PO Box 236, Lake 

Crystal). Please consider our eGiving options for making one-time or recurring donations 

electronically. Details available at:  https://www.zionluthlakecrystal.org/giving. 

 In-Person worship services continue to be suspended until further notice. Worship services 

are being streamed via Facebook so that we can gather as a virtual community for prayer, 

reflection, and praise.  

 In-Person Zion activities are also suspended. We encourage groups to meet via 

videoconferencing.  Please contact Pastor Andrea if you’d like her assistance with setting up 

a “Zoom” meeting for your group. The Church Council will meet on Wednesday, May 20 to 

continue their discernment of how in-person activities and congregational life will unfold as 

the public health guidance evolves. Per previous conversations, we will be guided in this by 

the most current MDH and CDC recommendations for faith communities.   

 Beginning on Monday, May 18, the church building will be open. Visitors in the building are 

expected to wear masks or other face coverings. If you are picking up or dropping off 

materials for the Church Office, please use the table in the Narthex provided for that 

purpose, in order to limit traffic in the Church Office. Mary is now working her usual schedule 

and can be reached by phone at 507-726-2849.  

 News and updates are being shared primarily through the church website and Facebook and, 

when appropriate, by mail. The May newsletter will be mailed out sometime next week.  

 Pastor Andrea is available for conversation and prayer! Please reach out to her by phone or 

text at 507-402-1114. She’s also happy to schedule one-on-one pastoral visits via Zoom video 

conferencing. 

 The Monday “Dwelling on the Word” study has shifted to an online format. You’re invited 

to join us for a time of prayer, reflection and conversation as we consider the gospel reading 

for the upcoming Sunday. To join us on Monday at 11:00, please go to: 

https://zoom.us/j/322134420. 

WORSHIP ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS47401. Hymns and songs reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net 

https://forms.gle/5ratSt22aDLMWNsX6
https://www.zionluthlakecrystal.org/giving
https://zoom.us/j/322134420
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#A-723841 and CCLI License #2388250. Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


