
Sunday Facebook Live Devotions for February 24, 2019 

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 

Zion Lutheran Church 

Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit guides us into merciful lives with the power of 
forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put 
on Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of the glory of God revealed in the Christ. 

*Prayer of Confession 

P: In the Name of the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

P: Our God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. Let us confess our need for 

reconciliation 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 Lord Jesus, teacher of hard truths, 

C: It is difficult for us to let go of our anger  

toward those who prosper through dishonesty;  

it is not easy to make ourselves believe 

that the meek will inherit the earth, 

when they are being crushed by unjust systems. 

We long to see the vindication of the righteous 

and the prosperity of those who work selflessly 

to bring your realm here on earth. 

We yearn for the day when all people 

will treat one another as they wish to be treated. 

Help us to live into that day, Holy One, 

even when it is difficult,  

that your love might shine like the sun 

through our lives and our ministry to others.  

P: When we treat others as we would have them treat us, Jesus calls us beloved children of the 

Most High. If God is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked, how much more will God be kind to 

those who love the Lord and seek to follow his way of love? In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins 

are forgiven. Rest in this assurance, and be at peace.   

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us pray. O Lord Jesus, 

C: make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love, where there 

is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to 

console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Psalm: Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40  

1Do not be provoked by evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
 2For they shall soon wither like the grass, 
  and like the green grass fade away. 



 3Put your trust in the LORD and do good; 
  dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
 4Take delight in the LORD, 
  who shall give you your heart’s desire. 
 5Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 
  and see what God will do. 
 6The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 
 7Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
 8Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads only to evil. 
 9For evildoers shall be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land. 
 10In a little while the wicked shall be no more; 
  even if you search out their place, they will not be there. 
 11But the lowly shall possess the land; 
  they will delight in abundance of peace. 
 39But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD; 
  you are their stronghold in time of trouble. 
 40You, O LORD, will help them and rescue them; 
  you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they seek refuge. 

Gospel: Luke 6:27-38  
Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower radical love, blessing, 
forgiveness, generosity, and trust even to enemies and outsiders. Living in harmony with God’s intent brings the 
reward of overflowing blessing. 

P:  The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 6th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you on the cheek, 
offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 
30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them 
again. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
  32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love 
them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do 
the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even 
sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, 
expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for 
he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
  37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the 
measure you get back.”  

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 



*Prayers of the People 

P: United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

Response to each petition:   

P:  Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

*Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

*Benediction 

P: The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and the 

blessing of almighty God, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you always. 

C: Amen. 


