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Get Involved with the Earth Team!
Are you interested in volunteering with conservation professionals on private lands to 
improve soil quality, conserve water, improve air quality and enhance wildlife habitat? 
If you answered yes, then volunteering as part of the Earth Team at your local NRCS 
office is for you!

Available to anyone 14 and older, the Earth Team provides a variety of opportunities: 
full- or part-time; outdoor or indoor activities; and as an individual or group. There is 
something for everyone.

For more information, contact Amy Robertson at 318-473-7762 or by e-mail at 
amy.robertson@la.usda.gov or Adele Swearingen at 318-473-7687 or by e-mail at 
adele.swearingen@la.usda.gov.
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Notes from the State Conservationist
I’ve heard, as I’m sure you have too, the old wives’ tale about an abundance of “love bugs” 
predicting an early fall and perhaps a cold winter? I’m hoping that this old saying is a true 
one, because I think we would all welcome some cooler temps and dryer weather for 
harvesting! Although summer is slowly winding down, the work of conservation is going 
strong. Thanks to you, our valued producers, partners and friends.

In this issue of the Conservation Update I’m pleased to share with you just one of the great 
conservation successes in our state. It is a shining example of what we can accomplish 
when we all work together to advance the cause of conservation. 

You will enjoy this story about a remarkable partnership between the St. Mary Soil and Water Conservation District, NRCS, the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA), LSU AgCenter, the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana and private industry, along with numerous private 
citizens and civic organizations, as well. These groups joined forces to plant oak trees to beautify a section of Hwy 182 from 
Baldwin to Adeline in St. Mary Parish, the same stretch of roadway that was planted during the Great Depression.

I’m always encouraged by the unwavering commitment of our conservation friends and partners. The creativity and ingenuity 
to gather ideas, knowledge and resources together is truly inspiring.
  
Fall is just around the corner and with it comes some exciting times. I’m looking forward to great (cooler) days ahead! And 
seeing all the great work we can accomplish, together.

Kevin D. Norton
State Conservationist

Get Involved with the Earth Team!
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Stretching from Arnaudville to Morgan City is Louisiana 
Highway 182, one of our state’s popular scenic byways, better 
known as the Bayou Teche Scenic Byway. The portion that is in 
Iberia and St. Mary Parishes is lined with majestic moss-draped 
oak trees and follows closely along the banks of Bayou Teche 
which was the main channel of the Mississippi River thousands 
of years ago. 

As part of the “New Deal”, during the 1930’s and 40’s 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt created a public work relief 
program called the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). This 
program provided young men with the opportunity to work 
implementing natural resources conservation on rural lands 
owned by federal, state and local government agencies across 
the country. One of the projects was planting trees next to 
Louisiana’s highways.  Louisiana Highway 182 is just one of the 
roadways that were included in the tree planting project. Over 
time and for various reasons, some of the original oak trees died 
or were removed leaving large spaces where there were no 
longer trees. 

Living in the area and hearing stories from her father, Ronnie 
Rodriguez, about how beautiful the trees were years ago on this 
stretch of highway gave Juanita Clements, a program technician 
with the St. Mary Parish Farm Service Agency the idea to restore 
this area to its previous glory. She visited the St. Mary Soil and 

Tree Planting Success in St. Mary Parish
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Water Conservation District (SWCD) 
looking for a way to accomplish this 
goal. The St. Mary SWCD found the 
Apache Tree Grant Program and 
applied for their first grant of 50 live 
oak trees.

The Apache Tree Grant Program 
is available to nonprofit and 
governmental entities in states where 
Apache Corporation has operations. 
Tree varieties requested must be 
native to the growing area and there 
is a minimum of 50 trees per request. 
The grant covers the cost of the trees 
and the delivery of the trees to the 
recipient’s designated location. The 
grant recipient is responsible for the 
planting and care of the trees.

Once the grant was approved, it just 
made sense for the SWCD to partner 
with NRCS, FSA and the LSU AgCenter 
to plant and care for the trees. 
Recently, the Chitimacha Tribe of 
Louisiana has become a partner. Using 

their tanker truck, the Chitimacha 
Tribe’s fire department waters the 
young trees in times of drought and 
will also be helping with the planting 
next year. 

The planting takes place in February 
each year and has mostly been 
accomplished by recruiting Earth 
Team volunteers from local 4-H clubs, 
local farmers and other community 
members in addition to staff members 
from the partnering organizations.

The planting project has grown each 
year. “The first year, we dug 50 holes by 
hand to plant the trees,” said Juanita 
Clements. “Now Sterling Sugars, LLC 
donates the use of an auger and an 
operator to help with the plantings.”

Each year since then, St. Mary SWCD 
has applied for and received 100 trees. 
Since the first year of the grant, over 
100 live oak trees along the stretch of 
Louisiana Highway 182 from Baldwin 

to Adeline in St. Mary Parish have been 
planted and maintained. Each year, 
some of the trees are donated to local 
organizations like the Boy Scouts of 
America and schools to be planted 
in other areas of the parish with the 
permission of Apache Corporation. 

“The planting went so well this 
year that I applied for 200 trees for 
next year,” said Andrea Dumesnil, 
Administrative Coordinator for the St. 
Mary SWCD. “To expand the project 
further, we began cleaning up the 
weeds and vines around the older trees 
this year.”

J.P Hebert, Chairman of the St. Mary 
SWCD summed it up best when he 
said, “The St. Mary Soil and Water 
Conservation District is proud to be 
a part of this project. The trees play 
an important role in the beauty and 
history of St. Mary Parish and because 
of this project, they will be there for 
future generations to enjoy.”

Tree Planting Success in St. Mary Parish
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Outreach
Update

Story from 
the Field 

Earth Team Members Inform and 
Inspire Farmers in Morehouse 
Parish
Submitted by: Scott Breedlove, Soil 
Conservationist, Oak Grove FO

Every now and then a special person 
comes along who has a passion to 
teach and enlighten people young and 
old about conservation and various 
opportunities available to them. This 
is exactly the case for what happened 
Friday, July 21, 2017,  in Morehouse Parish 
Louisiana. 

The NRCS Earth Team is very pleased to 
have such a large group of local farmers 
willing to volunteer to inform, inspire 
and educate people about the endless 
opportunities available to them in 
agriculture.  The Morehouse Parish Black 
Farmers Association teamed up with 
Southern University, the LSU Agcenter and 
NRCS to host an event for local farmers. 
This year also happened to be the 15th 

Anniversary of the Morehouse Parish Black 
Farmers Association Field Day.

 

Earth Team volunteers who are also 
members of the Morehouse Parish Black 
Farmers Association spent countless hours 
organizing this event. These same people 
were the main speakers at the event. 
Robert Coleman informed the youth about 
the FSA youth loan program. The group 
also heard about advances in produce 
production and new technologies from 
from Harper Armstrong. Mike Seay 
then spoke about livestock production 
from the producer’s perspective and 
Michael Atkins informed producers of 
the opportunities available through the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) on livestock operations. Last but 
not least, Antwain Downs spoke to the 

group about irrigation practices and other 
opportunities for financial assistance 
through EQIP for row crop producers.

NRCS’s Steve Nipper, Water Quality 
Specialist and Stephanie Parks, District 
Conservationist also spoke to the group 
about opportunites for financial and 
technical assistance available from NRCS 
for livestock producers.

Outreach Update
Submitted by: Dexter Sapp, Outreach 
Coordinator

The 2017 St. Helena Parish Ag Day was 
recently held in Amite, Louisiana.  The 
event focused on exposing youth to 
agriculture.  

The event convened at the Fifth Ward 
Recreation Center in Amite with a 
welcome by Burnell Muse.  Opening 
comments were given by Dr. Dawn 
Mellion-Patin, the Southern University Vice 
Chancellor for Extension & Outreach.  Via 
buses, the meeting attendees made a tour 
of some local vegetable producers farms.  

At vegetable producer Warner Hall’s farm, 
the group was treated to a cool cup of 
homemade hibiscus tea.  Mr. Hall and his 

brother grow hibiscus, as well as other 
vegetables on their farm.  

The next stop on the tour was at the 
vegetable production site of Denham 
Springs District Conservationist, Jerry Hall.  
Jerry is a prime example of someone that 
practices what they preach.  

Jerry grows about six different types 
of vegetables in his field ranging from 
tomatoes to cucumbers.  He does not 
use pesticides nor herbicides in his 
field.  Instead Jerry is a firm believer in 
mechanical weed control and the use 
of marigolds and sunflowers for insect 
control.  Jerry also is a firm believer in 
the use of pollinators for vegetable 
production.   All of the kids on the trip 
got a chance to carry a freshly picked 
cucumber home from the Jerry Hall’s farm.

The small successful producers that were 
visited exemplify the fact that while these 
producers may not be able to feed a 
nation, they can feed a community and 
they can feed their family.      
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Around the
State

July 28, 2017
Veterans Agriculture Workshop

The Louisiana Armed Forces Foundation, 
Acadiana RC&D, the Alexandria VA 
and NRCS hosted an agriculture 
workshop for veterans on July 28, 
2017. Participants learned about bee 
keeping, how agriculture is helping our 
veterans and goat farming. In addition, 
Charles Claybaker with the D.U.S.T.O.F.F. 
Foundation gave a presentation about 
how raised beds can benefit disabled 
veterans. Participants were able to see a 
raised bed and had the opportunity to 
plant in it.

The workshop was very well received and 
drew participants from across the state, as 
well as, Mississippi. Dexter Sapp, Outreach 
Coordinator for NRCS, explains future 
plans for another veteran’s workshop. “The 
event we had at the VA was a success, so 
many of the folks who participated came 
away inspired to get involved with some 
type of agriculture.” Sapp continues, “In 
fact, we are planning a similar workshop 
for the spring of 2018 in south Louisiana.” 
Stay tuned to the Conservation Update 
for more information about upcoming 
workshops. 

August 1 -3, 2017
South Central NACD Meeting

The South Central Region of the National 
Association of Conservation Districts 
(NACD) held their annual meeting in 
Alexandria, Louisiana, on August 1 - 3, 
2017. Participants were welcomed to 
Louisiana by Mike Strain, Louisiana’s 
Commissioner of Agriculture. Brent Van 
Dyke, NACD President, spoke to the 
group on the challenges of conserving 
and enhancing soil, water and related 
resources. On August 2nd, partipants 
toured the Kisatchie National Forest and 
the Louisiana Southern Heritage Museum. 
On the final day, Kevin Norton, State 

Conservationist, spoke to the group about  
Louisiana’s natural resource issues and 
how they are addressed. They also learned 
more about NACD Tribal outreach, the 
NACD President’s Association Update, and 
the NACD South Central Region Report.

August 17 & 18, 2017
LACD Coastal Resources Committee 
Meeting

The Louisiana Association of Conservation 
Districts’ Coastal Resources Committee 
held their annual meeting on August 
17 & 18, 2017, at the Greater Lafourche 
Port Commission in Galliano, Louisiana. 
Participants were welcomed by Chett 
Chaisson, Executive Director of the 
Greater Lafourche Port Commission. They 
then heard presentations on various 
topics including Port Fourchon’s approach 
to resiliency, and overview of South 
Lafourche Levee District, the Golden 
Meadow Plant Materials Center (PMC), a 
coastal vegetative planting update and 
an NRCS update. On the second day of 
the meeting, participants toured the Leon 
Theriot Locks on Bayou Lafourche, a pump 
station at the Golden Meadow park, and 
the Golden Meadow PMC.

Upcoming 
Events

September 6 -8, 2017
LGLCI Prescribed Grazing and Livestock 
Tour

The Louisiana Grazing Lands Coalition 
and the the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service are sponsoring a 
prescribed grazing and livestock tour on 
September 6 - 8, 2017.

The tour will leave from Alexandria, 
Louisiana, and proceed east to Riesel, 
Texas, and then south to Cameron, Texas. 

September 21, 2017
Northeast Region Beef/Forage Field Day

The LSU AgCenter is hosting the Northeast 
Beef/Forage Field Day on Thursday, 
Septmebr 21, 2017 from 9:00 am - noon 
at Goldmine Plantation in Mangham, 
Louisiana.  For more information, contact 
Keith Collins at 318-728-3216.

September 23, 2017
Cenla’s National Hunting and Fishing 
Day

Look for the NRCS tent at Cenla’s National 
Hunting and Fishing Day being held at 
the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries’ Outdoor Education Center from 
8:30am - 1:30 pm on Saturday, September 
23, 2017.

October 19, 2017
Longleaf Pine Field Day and Workshop

Learn about longleaf pine and financial 
assistance opportunities for planting and 
managing longleaf pine at an upcoming 
workshop and field day on Thursday, 
October 19th, from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm. 
The workshop will begin at the Kisatchie 
Ranger District Headquarters located on 
Hwy 117 approximately 25 miles north of 
Leesville and 12 miles south of Provencal 
in Natchitoches Parish. Continuing Forestry 
Education credits can be earned by 
attending the event. Registration is $10 
and includes lunch. To register or for more 
information, contact Chris Rice at (318) 
237-5569 or by e-mail at crice@tnc.org.
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Visit our web site at:  
www.la.nrcs.usda.gov

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers. If you believe you experienced discrimination when obtaining services from USDA, participating 
in a USDA program, or participating in a program that receives financial assistance from USDA, you may file a complaint with USDA. Information about how to file a discrimination 
complaint is available from the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights. USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic 
information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  To file a complaint of 
discrimination, complete, sign, and mail a program discrimination complaint form, available at any USDA office location or online at www.ascr.usda.gov, or write to:  USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410.  Or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 (voice) to obtain additional information, the appropriate 
office or to request documents. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-
6136 (in Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Save the Date
The 2018 Louisiana Women in Agriculture will be held 
on February 22 & 23, 2018 in Alexandria, Louisiana at the 
Holiday Inn Downtown.

To pre-register or sponsor visit 
LouisianaWomeninAG.com. Registration is $50 and 
includes meals. Special room rate code: LWA

Keynote Speakers:

Kimberly Ratcliff, 
Manager of Caney Creek Ranch

East Central Texas

Sarah Calhoun
Red Ants Pants

White Sulphur Springs, Montana


