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Memorandum 

 
To: NLC Community and Interested Parties 

Date: January 3, 2018 

Subject: In Depth National Research and Millennial Findings 

As part of NLC’s Millennial Policy Initiative, NLC is conducting a series of national 
research projects to understand how the Millennial generation sees our country in 
comparison with other generations. By understanding the mood and concerns of the 
generation, NLC will be able to help the Millennial generation craft policy 
recommendations.  

From December 9 to 12, MPI (a joint NLC/NLC4 project) conducted an on line survey of 
3481 likely voters of which 1403 are Millennial age in 35 congressional swing districts. 
From December 13-19 NLC/NLC4 also surveyed 800 likely base voters and swing voters 
of which 200 are Millennial age in traditional battleground states. (Change Research and 
Expedition Strategies) 

Below are highlights of the findings.  

§ 29% of Millennials approve of President and 66% disapprove. This is 10% points 
more polarized than all voters, which stand in the aggregate at 39% approve and 
56% disapprove.  

 
o The intensity is disapproval is led by Millennial women and African 

Americans particularly disapprove of President Trump, with 70% and 82% 
scoring the President at a 1 on a scale of 1 to 10, respectively.  

 
§ Millennials also hold a strongly negative view of many elected leaders in 

Washington, D.C. 
 

o Millennials disapprove of Majority Leader Mitch McConnell  by 52%, with 
only 7% approving of him (32% could not rate). With all voters his 
standing is 9% approve and 64% disapprove.  
 

o Millennials disapprove of Speaker of House Paul Ryan by 60%, with only 
20% approving of him (11% could not rate). With all voters his standing is 
26% approve and 63% disapprove.  

 

o Millennials disapprove of Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi by 43%, with 
only 26% approving of her (20% could not rate). With all voters her 
standing is 29% approve and 54% disapprove.  
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§ Millennials generally approve of both former President Barack Obama and Vice 
President Joe Biden. Obama has a 65% approval and 29% disapproval and 
Biden has a 61% approval and 28% disapproval. Vermont Senator Bernie 
Sanders has a 60% approval among Millennial voters.  

 

§ Millennials generally want to see a Democratic Congress, with Democrats 
holding a 21% lead over Republicans in a Millennial generic ballot (48.4% to 
27.4% with 17% undecided and 7% will likely not vote).   

 

o This compares to a 10.6% advantage for Democrats over Republicans 
(45.5% to 34.9% with 15.2 undecided and 4.4% unlikely to vote) with the 
general electorate.  
 

The survey also wanted to get a better understanding of the viewpoints on 
President Trump and the job he is doing as President.  

§ When asked “what is most important for a President” the top two answers for 
Millennial voters were “want a moral leader or someone who represents my 
values” (56%) and “want a strong leader” (22%). 

  
o  For the general electorate, 38% “want a moral leader or someone who 

represents my values” and 30% “want a strong leader.” 
 

§ Millennials hold strongly negative views of President Trump, overall: 
 

o Is the Strong Leader:    65% said no (57% all) 
o Taking America in right direction:  34% said yes (43% all) 
o Authentic:     66% said no (56% all) 
o Looking out for middle class:   68% said no (60% all) 
o Looking out for millionaires:   74% said yes (65% all) 
o Behaves like a President:   81% said no (73% all) 
o The world is more dangerous:  63% said yes (61% all) 
o Washington is more corrupt:   70% said yes (70% all) 
o Makes decisions that benefit his family: 64% said yes (56% all) 
o Hasn’t has any successes:   52% said yes (45% all) 

 
§ When asked to select adjectives to describe President Trump, Millennials select 

harsh ones:  
 

o Childish: 81% said yes (73% all) 
o Not Honest: 65% said yes (58% all) 
o Racist:  61% said yes (55% all) 
o Deceitful: 67% said yes (60% all) 
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o Failing:  62% said yes (55% all) 
o Spiteful: 78% said yes (72% all) 
o Reckless: 72% said yes (63% all) 
o Aggressive: 91% said yes (91% all) 
o Liar:  66% said yes (58% all) 
o Selfish:  72% said yes (64% all) 

 
§ Trump gets credit for shaking things up at “82%” but that appears to be shaking 

things up in a wrong way. “83.6%” of all electorate agree.  
 

We also tested Millennials’ views of the “Parties”: 

 
§ Millennials generally prefer Democrats, who hold a 24-point edge over 

Republicans when it comes to the views of the each Party (57% to 33%). 
 

§ Democrats and Republicans are tied on “which Party is strong” (50.5% Democrat 
to 49.5% Republican), which is less polarized than when compared to all voters 
(59% Republican and 41% Democrat). 

 

§ Democrats hold a 28-point lead on who looks out for middle class (64% to 36%). 
With all voters, this is 55.5% Democrat and 44.5% Republican.  

 

§ Do Republicans care about people like you? (64% no, 36% yes). With all voters 
(58% no, 42% yes). 

 

§ Do Democrats care about people like you? (48% no, 52% yes). With all voters 
(53% no, 47% yes). 

 

On the issues Millennial voters and all voters would like to see addressed some common 
themes occur: (NLC will be releasing a more in depth policy analysis in the coming 
weeks) 

§ Health care is the number #1 issue by a more than 2 to 1 margin. 39% of 
Millennial voters and 50% of all voters.  

 
§ Social Security and Medicare is the #2 issue overall but only to 10% of Millennial 

voters. 40% of all voters.  
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o Interestingly, 78% of voters think Social Security is a good program but 
that Congress will destroy it, and 76% of voters think Medicare is a good 
program but that Congress will destroy it.  

 

§ Environment and Climate change is the #3 issue. 21% of Millennial voters and 
23% of all voters. 

 

§ The economy is the number 4 issue but leads the way for Millennial voters with 
25%. For all voters the number is 17%.  

 


