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Wishtree by Katherine Applegate (RL: 4.6) 
 

When is a tree more than a tree?  Red, the century old neighborhood oak tree, has seen many 

things throughout his lifetime. He knows many things, too, including all the wishes that people 

write on cloth or ribbons and tie to his branches. With his animal friends, including a crow 

named Bongo, Red watches everything happening around him. When a new family moves into 

the neighborhood, someone shows how they feel about the family by carving ugly words into 

Red’s trunk, igniting concern and conversation in the neighborhood. Will cutting Red down be 

the answer to solving this problem? Or, will the people in the community come up with a 

different answer?  Read this important and timely award winning novel to see what the 

neighborhood truly wishes for… 
  

Wishtree’s website and trailer: http://wishtreebook.com/  

Wishtree activity kit: http://wishtreebook.com/static/pdf/wishtree-activity-kit-final.pdf 

 

 

The Jumbies by Tracey Baptiste (RL: 5.4) 
 

Do you believe in Jumbies, non-human creatures who come out at night to steal and entice 

children into harm’s way? In this Caribbean fairy tale, brave 11-year old Corinne La Mer doesn’t 

believe in Jumbies at first, until her courageous trips into the forest prove the gossip about these 

devious jumbies is true.  She meets many magical scary creatures along the way from douens, 

powerful spirit babies whose feet turn backward, to logahoo, and many other types of tricky 

jumbies. How will she combat these evil creatures when her father becomes charmed by an “evil 

stepmother”? This suspenseful fairy tale full of magic and quite a bit of horror is a great read, if 

you enjoy a fresh spine tingling tale that’s a bit on the scary side. 
 

Author website: https://traceybaptiste.wordpress.com/books/the-jumbies/ 

The story behind the book: https://thebrownbookshelf.com/2015/04/28/tracey-baptiste-and-the-

story-behind-the-jumbies/ 

 

 

The Wild Robot by Peter Brown (RL: 5.8) 
 

When five crates dislodge from a ship wrecked by a hurricane and smash into rocks on the shore 

of a deserted island, only one of the robots from the cargo remains unharmed. A curious band of 

otters finds the crate, plays with the box, and accidently automates the robot inside. Programed to 

survive, adapt, and help, the robot named Roz tries to blend in with the terrain of the island by 

observing and learning from the wild animals, even though she cannot comprehend their 

language. Yet, with time, she begins to understand the animals’ various “dialects.” During an 

accident, a gosling loses its mother.  Roz tries to help it, but lacks the necessary knowledge. 

Sparked by Roz’s kindness as she mothers the baby goose, the animals begin to welcome her and 
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help her save the gosling. A surprise occurs at the end involving robot hunters and guns that none 

of the characters are prepared for. What can Roz do to help her new friends? 

  

Author website:  http://www.peterbrownstudio.com/ 

Peter Brown on Wild Robot:  http://www.peterbrownstudio.com/uncategorized/the-wild-robot/ 

 

 

The Losers Club by Andrew Clements (RL: 3.9) 
 

Alec Spencer has a big problem, which gets him in trouble with his parents, teachers, AND the 

principal. He loves to read all of the time, instead of paying attention in class. His sixth grade 

teacher won’t tolerate it! Either Alec stops sneak-reading or pays the consequence, summer 

school. This is a threat Alec takes seriously.  Losing their annual family vacation in New 

Hampshire would be devastating. To make matter worse, both parents’ jobs require them to work 

late, so Alec and his little brother must stay three extra hours and join one of the After School 

Clubs. Alec comes up with a brilliant idea, starting his own club “Losers Club,” where he can 

silently read the entire time. Surprisingly his idea backfires, the club becomes popular. He finds 

himself responsible for creating an ambitious club presentation at the end of the year. With 

bullies in his club to control, a girl he “sort of” likes, and kids who need to refocus, it doesn’t 

turn out as planned. How will a boy who just wants to read for pleasure survive? 
  

Author website:  https://www.andrewclements.com/ 

Loser’s Club description:  https://www.andrewclements.com/books/the-losers-club 

 

 

Moto and Me by Suzi Eszterhas (RL: 5.6) 
 

How would you like to foster a wild baby kitten from Kenya?  Well that is exactly what nature 

photographer Suzi got to do when Moto, a tiny wild serval cat, became separated from his 

family.  Suzi describes, and shows us through her photography, how she cares for the little kitten 

and helps him to grow up and prepare for life in the wild.  Even though Suzi is sad that she will 

have to say goodbye to the wild cat, she knows that preparing to release him back into the wild is 

the right thing for Moto. 
 

Author website:  https://www.suzieszterhas.com  

 

 

Real Friends by Shannon Hale (RL: 3.7) 
 

Every class has “The Group” of friends that everyone wants to be in.  When young Shannon’s 

best friend since preschool is included in “The Group,” Shannon feels left out and unsure about 

their friendship.  Author Shannon Hale shares her memoir of her own childhood experiences of 

the trials and tribulations of friendship through this graphic novel.  We can identify with young 

Shannon as she negotiates all of the ups and downs of elementary school friendships and the 

emotional roller coaster that comes along with the ride.  Shannon learns the value of true 

friendship and how to know when a friendship is genuine. 
 

Author website:  http://www.squeetus.com/  
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Snowman: The True Story of a Champion by Catherine Hapka (RL 5.9) 
 

Snowman was just a washed up old, old Amish plow horse sent to market.  That is until Harry 

deLeyer, a riding instructor, spots him and makes a quick connection with the gentle 

giant.  Harry purchases Snowman to use as a lesson horse and he becomes a favorite of the 

deLeyer children and a part of the family. 
 

When Harry sells Snowman to a neighbor, his talent as a jumping horse is revealed when he 

jumps multiple fences to get back home to the deLeyer children.  Harry trains Snowman as a 

jumping horse and miraculously, he becomes a champion jumper. Amazingly Snowman goes on 

to win the Triple Crown and is inducted into the Show Jumping Hall of Fame.  Despite his new 

found fame, Snowman remains a cherished member of the deLeyer family and beloved pet to the 

children. 
 

Author information:  https://www.kidsreads.com/authors/catherine-hapka 

 

 

Skunked!: Calpurnia Tate Girl Vet by Jacqueline Kelly; illustrated by Jennifer L. Meyer 

(RL: 5.1)  
 

In 1901, 12-year-old Callie Tate lives in rural Texas with her parents, grandfather, and six 

brothers. While she loves to study animals as a scientist, her younger, big hearted brother Travis 

wants to take care of them, and by the time he gives them a name it is too late, he has made them 

his pet. When Travis hears whimpering inside a tree, he reaches in and discovers an abandoned 

soft, silky baby skunk, he names it Stinky. Reluctantly, Callie helps him secretly care for the 

helpless kit. However, when he finds the runt of this litter hiding in the same tree, barely alive, 

he needs Callie’s help even more. How will he hide the weak kit Winky, from their vigilant 

mother, and can he save it?   
  

Author website:  http://www.jacquelinekelly.com/  

Calpernia Tate Girl Vet series:  https://us.macmillan.com/series/calpurniatategirlvet/ 

Book review:  https://www.kidsreads.com/reviews/skunked-calpurnia-tate-girl-vet 

 

 

Me and Marvin Gardens by Amy Sarig King (RL: 3.5) 
 

Marvin Gardens is part pig, part tapir but has the skin like an amphibian with half hoof and half 

toes.  When Obe, a young boy discovers him he has no clue what Marvin is but he does know 

that he is the only one who knows of his existence.  The story takes place in Pennsylvania where 

farm land is slowly disappearing and evolving into suburban developments.  Obe’s family, the 

Devlins, have seen their former 100-year-old farmland sadly become littered and their creek 

polluted.  Marvin Gardens survives on plastic and maybe he could be the key to an 

environmental change.  This story shows us the importance of families and how we can all 

contribute to our future. 
 

Book Trailer: https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=3eX3O45N3JA  

Book Review: https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=_-KaKcmg7rY  
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Hero Dog (Hilde Cracks the Case #1) by Hilde Lysiak with Matthew Lysiak; illustrated by 

Joanne Lew-Vriethoff (RL: 3.4) 
 

Get ready to meet Hilde – a nine-year-old neighborhood reporter who publishes her own 

newspaper, the Orange Street News.  Based on the real-life Hilde who lives in Selinsgrove, 

Pennsylvania, readers will delight in sleuthing through the case to solve the mystery of 

neighborhood break-ins and missing baked goods.  With the help of her trusty dog, Zeus, can 

Hilde crack the case before the town celebrates its annual Bake-Off Bonanza?  Enjoy the first in 

a series of new chapter books written by a young Pennsylvanian. 
 

Meet Hilde Lysiak, girl reporter: https://youtu.be/LFAFa8VLFuE 

Hilde Requests a Meeting with the President: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1tSerhwtGE     

 

 

Chester and Gus by Cammie McGovern (RL: 4.3) 
 

Chester is training to be a service dog and find a best friend for life.  However, Chester becomes 

frightened and hides when a loud noise occurs.  Now he is not eligible to graduate from the 

program.  Penny, his trainer, is devastated for him.  She decides to place Chester with a family 

with an autistic boy named Gus.  Will Chester be able to figure out his new friend and find his 

place in his new home? 
 

Author website:  www.cammiemcgovern.com 

About the book:  https://www.harpercollins.com/9780062330680/chester-and-gus 

 

 

Wish by Barbara O’Connor (RL: 4.5) 
 

When Charlie Reese is sent to live with her aunt and uncle in the mountains, she is downright 

mad.  When asked to describe her family on her all “about me papers” at school, she writes, -

“bad.”  What’s her favorite subject? “None.”  A favorite pastime? “Fighting.”  Charlie is bound 

and determined to hate her new home, but Howard is always being so nice.  When Charlie finds 

a stray, she thinks maybe the wish she’s been wishing every night since fourth grade might 

finally come true. 
 

Author website:  https://www.barbaraoconnor.com/ 

Book trailer:  https://youtu.be/BZcc_g0ThUc 

 

 

How to be an Elephant:  Growing up in the African Wild written and illustrated by 

Katherine Roy (RL: 7.8) 
 

Weighing 220 lbs., a newborn elephant with the help of her matriarchal herd, will learn to 

balance herself, and almost immediately take her first steps. Lessons for “how to be an elephant” 

start right away, surrounded and taught by her nurturing mother, grandmother, and female 

cousins. You’ll discover the favorite young elephant game “chase away” the enemy, and why 

their giant ears, the largest in the world, are handy for much more than “body fans.”  These wise 

giant animals attentively converse with other herds though low-pitched rumbles. You’ll be 

surprised how they do it. They can hear distant messages/warnings about food, water, and danger 

miles away. Their amazing teamwork continues to help these majestic elephants survive the 
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challenges that accompany their size, and enemies in the wild. Enjoy the beauty of the gorgeous 

paintings, they will lure you right into the earth toned paradise of the African Savanna. 
 

Author website: http://katherineroy.com/elephants/ 

 

 

Making Friends with Billy Wong by Augusta Scattergood (RL: 4.0) 
 

In the mid-1950s, eleven-year-old Azalea is not happy to be sent to her grandmother’s home in 

Arkansas to help with her injured foot.  And grandma doesn’t even seem to want her help in the 

first place! While in the town of Paris Junction, Azalea is introduced to a motley crew of 

characters, such as the town troublemaker, the town gossip, and Billy Wong, a Chinese-

American boy who helps his uncle at the family grocery store.  The story volleys back and forth 

between Azalea and Billy Wong, sharing the point of view of each character.  This story is 

inspired by actual events of Chinese immigrants who made their way to the Deep South of the 

United States during a time of segregation.  
 

Author website: https://www.augustascattergood.com/  

Meet the author and learn her inspiration: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z8BIOFMfJMY 

 

 

Clayton Byrd Goes Underground by Rita Williams-Garcia (RL: 3.3) 
 

Clayton is a boy who loves to play the blues and idolizes his Grandpa, Cool Papa Byrd.  Cool 

Papa and his friends have a band and enjoy playing wherever anyone will listen.  When Cool 

Papa suddenly passes away and Mama sells all of his things at a yard sale, Clayton decides to run 

away to find Cool Papa’s friends.  This touching story about a boy and his loss will keep you 

turning the pages to find out how it ends. 
 

Author website:  https://rita-williamsgarcia.squarespace.com/about-me/  

Book trailer:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zq-xJAFJnzY 
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