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Greetings!
I hope you’re all enjoying your summer!
First, I’d like to thank all of you for your continued
support so far this summer. Summers have been
historically slow at our church, as it is at most
churches, both with attendance and finances.
Thus far, though, things have been going well for
Zion. We’ve been able to meet our financial obligations for the most part, and attendance has
been steady. I know my family struggles to make
it to worship on Sundays during the summer with
various vacations and this year with my work
schedule. In the past, we probably didn’t really
keep up with our giving because of that. But since
we enrolled in eGiving a couple of years ago, I
know even when we’re not able to attend, our giving is up to date, helping Zion fulfill its mission and
keep up with its obligations. I’d much rather be in
attendance to place the envelope in the plate because I enjoy worshipping with my family, friends,
and neighbors. But when I’m not, I know at least
our family’s offering is automatically coming out of
our checking account. Anyway, I guess that was a
short (and thinly veiled) plug for the eGiving option available on our website. It is something that
really works for our busy family.
I also wanted to express my appreciation
for everyone that has been working behind the
scenes during Pastor Andrea’s leave. There’s a lot
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of logistics to contend with when lining up guest
pastors and speakers. Specifically, I’d like to thank
Kristi Grindstaff and her Worship and Music Team
for all of their hard work in making sure our bases
are covered. Mary Gilman has had a lot of additional work to do also. She has really done a fantastic job handling and coordinating a lot of important things that go into the day to day business
of the church and the things that make Sundays
happen. So thank you Mary! Thank you also to all
of you for continuing to support us through your
prayers and attendance. One thing I have observed is seeing people get out of their seats prior
to worship to welcome visitors in the pews and
guest pastors/speakers. I see and feel a real sense
of community. There are many others that I am
missing but I really love and appreciate the spirit
of teamwork that goes on at Zion. We all make
Zion happen and we all make Zion great!
In closing, I’d ask that you please continue
your thoughtful prayers for Pastor Andrea. I know
she feels the love and support of her Zion family.
She knows we have her back and are doing our
part to make sure she has the time she needs to
recover. Thank you all!
Blessings,
Matt Christianson
Council President

The following update from Pastor Andrea was shared with the congregation during worship on Sunday, July 22,
2018.
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
Thank you for your continued prayers and for the many ways you’ve reached out to offer your support and
encouragement during my convalescence. Opening the mail these days brings a sense of cheer in knowing
that so many of you are thinking of me!
It’s been a long two weeks since my surgery on July 6. The surgery itself went as expected and I’m happy to
share that this week the final pathology reports confirmed the diagnosis of a borderline ovarian tumor. This
means that on a spectrum from benign to malignant, the tumor fell somewhere in the middle, with some
characteristics of each. This was the best case scenario we had all been praying for, base on my previous
history, and means that chemo will not be necessary. I’ll simply have a more frequent check-up schedule to
monitor for recurrence. We are grateful!
The healing process has been steady but slow. Each day brings a little more energy and easier movement,
even as I continue to deal with moderate levels of pain. This is all normal, of course, when dealing with a
large abdominal incision. As you have so often encouraged me, the most important thing right now is to
rest, and to find peace and patience as the healing process takes its course.
In the meantime, I miss you all and especially miss being with you in worship. I will be joining my own prayers and praises with yours today, even if I have to do so from my comfy chair at home!
Your sister in Christ,
Pastor Andrea
Pastor Andrea’s medical leave will continue through Sunday, August 19, 2018.
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August 18: Church cleaning day
August 21: ZLCW board meeting
August 28: Bible study for leaders
No Circle Meetings in August

Please mark your calendar for our annual church cleaning day on Saturday, August 18 when we will
meet at 9:00 am to clean the kitchen. Rolls and coffee will be provided. We hope to see you there.
A huge thank you to Kelly Strenge and Danielle Mueller (Ruth Circle) for cleaning the nursery!
SAVE THE DATE of October 13 at 10:30 am for our annual TOUR OF TABLES. A wonderful program is
being planned! Watch for more details in the September newsletter!

Thrivent Shirts
For anyone planning to write a Thrivent Action Team Grant, please check the supply of shirts that are
available in the kitchen storage area prior to submitting your applications. There is a large supply of
shirts in a variety of colors and sizes (youth, small, medium, large, extra-large and 2x/3x) so it is likely
there are enough for your needs. There is also a banner that can be displayed at your event.

There was no Council meeting
in July. Council Highlights will
return in the September newsletter.

Newsletter Due Date:
Articles for the September newsletter are due
by Tuesday, August 21.

Sharing Shelf
Each month a volunteer from Zion delivers our food offerings to the Sharing
Shelf. Thanks to Marsha Larson for volunteering in June. August volunteer
is Barb McDonald.
August Sharing Shelf needs include: oatmeal, potatoes, rice, chili, beef stew, peanut butter and
toilet paper.
The Sharing Shelf is located at the First Baptist Church, 312 South Oakland Street. Hours are
Wednesday evening from 6:00-6:30 p.m.
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Amazing Greys Fall Days
September 25-28, 2018
Spend time at beautiful Shores of St. Andrew
Bible Camp enjoying worship, Bible Study, pontoon rides, day trips and fellowship. This event
is geared for mobile adults over 50. Plan to
arrive Tuesday afternoon and depart Friday at
11:00 am. Fee: $155.

Spirit Ride Motorcycle Retreat
August 16-20, 2018
Do you enjoy riding motorcycle through the
beautiful, scenic countryside? This is the long
weekend you’ve been waiting for. Mike &
Jeanette Jacobson will lead tours of the North
Shore area each day and evenings will be spent
in the comforts of Campa House. This is a great
opportunity for a relaxing weekend and
enjoyable rides through some of God’s beautiful
creation. The Spirit Ride is available to individuals, couples, and groups. Fee: 4 nights $189;
3 nights $147 and 2 nights: $105.

Fall Colors Retreat
September 27-30, 2018
Enjoy the majestic fall colors of the north woods
at your own pace and return to Camp House to
rest each evening. Your package includes suppers at 6:30 pm and breakfasts at 8:30 am each
day you attend, as well as lodging at our rustic
and peaceful Camp House site. For more information go to www.gllm.org

It was a beautiful night and everyone enjoyed
the game as 20 Zion members attended Sunday’s MoonDogs game.
The MoonDogs defeated Eau Claire 2-1!
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Caring Coins
August’s Caring Coins will be used to benefit the Backpack Food Program, an initiative that is part of
Feeding Our Communities Partners, a nonprofit organization focused on ending local hunger. The Backpack Food Program, FOCP’s first initiative, serves over 900 area elementary students within Blue Earth
County, including students from LCWM, on weekends and school breaks. In the fall of 2016, FOCP began
a pilot program with Power Packs, a supplemental snack for middle school students who may be lacking
adequate nutrition between school and after-school activities. Thank you in advance for supporting this
initiative!
Thank you to everyone who donated a total of $70.00 for Project Promise, Zion’s program to create
school and personal care kits for Lutheran World Relief. Social Ministry will add your donations to a
Thrivent Action Team Grant to purchase back-to-school items for school kits or towels, toothbrushes,
etc., for personal care kits. A list of these items is provided below and is also available on the table in the
narthex. For those who would help by making purchases (anything listed on the sheet is accepted),
those items can be placed in the box under the narthex bulletin board. Lutheran World Relief requests
that all kits be uniform, so please follow the guidelines as no other items can be accepted. All kits will be
assembled during Family Faith Events when Sunday school resumes in September.
Items included in each PERSONAL CARE KIT
ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”), dark color recommended
TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping
ONE adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging*
ONE sturdy comb
ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional)
* Toothbrush multi-packs may be donated as they will be separated and placed in a business-envelope
when kits are packed.

Items included in each SCHOOL KIT
FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper, approximately 8 1/2” x 11”; no loose-leaf
paper
ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other
ONE pencil sharpener
ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)
FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink)
ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons
ONE 2 ½” eraser

Mission Circle
On June 12, the Tuesday morning Mission Circle delivered 59 quilts to Lutheran World Relief warehouse
in St. Paul. Along with the quilts, 26 personal kits and 25 school kits were also delivered. Of these total
two amounts, 33 were put together by Project Promise and 18 from Miriam Circle. Thanks to everyone
for all of their hard work and dedication to these valuable services to Lutheran World Relief.
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Tournament of
Favorite Hymns Continues
Which hymn will be crowned our “Champion”?
During worship in June and July, we’ve narrowed
the field from the top sixteen favorite hymns nominated by the congregation. Your votes will continue to determine the winners as our matches continue until we crown our Champion this month!

Community VBS: August 5-9
Registration Now Open!

During August, our tournament winds down with
our two final matches. Join us for worship to help
your favorite hymn win!

Participants and volunteers can now register online for Shipwrecked! You’ll find the
registration link on Zion’s website:
www.zionluthlakecrystal.org.

The winner will be announced on Sunday,
August 19!

VBS activities will be held Sunday, August 5,
5:30-8pm and Monday-Thursday, August 69, 6-8pm at Crossroads United Methodist
Church. Zion is one of six sponsoring congregations for VBS!

Knit for Kids
In the July newsletter, we published information
about Knit for Kids, a nationwide program that
unites thousands of volunteer knitters to fight
poverty with knitting needles.
Sixty percent of the items received are sent as far away as
Armenia and Tanzania. Forty
percent are received by children as close as Appalachia or
New Orleans. Many are sent to areas that have
experienced a recent natural disaster.

Help us spread the word about Community
VBS by sharing the event or registration
link with your local friends! This event is
FREE and open to all kids from age 3 to rising 5th graders. Pre-registration by August
2 is encouraged. Walk-ins are also welcome!
If you love kids and want to help them
learn about Jesus’ love for them, please
sign up as a VBS volunteer! (Adults and
youth who will be in 6th grade this fall are
welcome to serve as volunteers). VBS volunteers can register using the same online
registration link on Zion’s website. Volunteers serve 5:30-8:00 each evening (Sunday
-Thursday), with a slightly earlier start on
Sunday. No previous experience is required! Crew leaders will learn everything
they need to know during “VBS Boot
Camp” on Thursday, August 2.

Knit for Kids was first sponsored in 1996 by Guideposts magazine. The program was adopted by
World Vison in 2009 to reach an ever-expanding
need. World Vision is a Christian, humanitarian
organization dedicated to tackling the causes of
poverty and injustice. World Vision is also the largest organization that brings clean water to people
by digging wells, with 80% of all wells still in operation after 20 years. Watch for a display with samples, patterns and yarn that will be going up in
August.
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Happy Birthday:
Janette Abraham
Milton Abraham
Caden Albrecht
John Anderson
Tim Anderson
Kendall Jo Anderson
Justin Anderson
Ryder Antony
Jill Antony
Robert Atkinson
Cole Barden
Kent Beecher
Ronnie Bergemann
Ann Blasing
Cally Burnett
Jean Childs
Jacob Cooper
Rachel Ebargary
Norma Ellanson
Grace Fjeldberg
Lauren Fleming
Jennifer Fleming
McKenzie Glaubitz
Madison Graham
Carson Greenough
Dawn Hartman
Jerome Hawker
Kirsten Herbst

Happy
Anniversary:
Milton & Joyce Abraham
Michael & Sally Bottin
David & Kay Carlson
Matt & Jamie Christian
son
Bill & Beth Dostal
Marvin (Lewie) & Barbara
Fleming
David & Amanda Gilman
Jim & Darlene Halvorson
Rodney & Linda Isebrand
Tony & Laurie Jacobs

Fred & Diana Lantz
Matt & Cheryl Lantz
Scott & Sara Larson
Ronald & Andrea Myers
John & Gail Peterson
Rebecca & Todd Sittig
Jay & Dorene Spencer
Mike & Amanda Storlien
Robert & Joyce Vee
Larry & Darlene Ziedler

July leaders (Team 1)
Gus & Marsha Larson
Team Members:
James Abbott
Robert & Linda Atkinson
Lorrin & Linda Beecher
Corey & Candice Burnett
Donald & Lois Davis
Barb Feder
Kathleen Fleming
Troy Glaubitz
Judy Hanson
Mike & Cheryl Herbst
Barry & Cindy Jacques
Travis & Alisha Jordan
Kathleen Lewis

Dorothy Maurer
Jim & Tracy Nickels
Ray & Donna Roesch
Tim & Melanie Smith
Scott & Donna Spencer
Judi Thiesse
Bruce & Sandy Tibbetts
Howard & Mary Ward

Rodney Isebrand
Naomi Jones
Alisha Jordan
Nikki Lowis
Judy Marshall
Courtney McDonald
Sheldon Meyer
Donna Mikkelson
Grant Mueller
Danielle Mueller
Austin Nickels
Tim Olson
Christina Olson
James Pockrandt
Cody Sandstrom
Cheryl Sandstrom
Jay Spencer
Scott Spencer
Victoria Thorson
Jacob VanRyswyk
Bill VanRyswyk
Mary Ward
Whitney Ziegler

Thank you Action Team 1 leaders,
Gus and Marsha Larson for
organizing the July Action Team
Schedule.
Greg & Janette Abraham and Mark & Judy
Meyer, Team 2 leaders, will be responsible for
the August schedules.

Bible Quiz Answer:
C (See Numbers 17:1-11, specifically v. 8.)
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An Interview with Rev. Deborah Lyanga
life in the Central Diocese of Tanzania?
My name is Deborah Lyanga. I was ordained as a
One of the things that I would like the people of
pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of TanSoutheastern Minnesota Synod to experience in
zania in 2005. I hold a master’s degree in MissioloTanzania is the community life. The basis for the
gy from Tumaini University Makumira. I have
‘Ubuntu African Philosophy’ is a full recognition of
worked as a parish pastor as well as the Woman
our interdependence. It is the idea that we depend
General Secretary in the Central Diocese of the
on each other…that we cannot be what we are
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania. I am
without other people. So Ubuntu – or humanness –
married to Rev. Emmanuel Kaghondi, and we are
is to know, to understand and to value one another
blessed with two boys, Mercy and Abner.
despite of our differences.
You have been very involved in preaching and
When did you begin to sense a call from God to
leading workshops while you’ve been here in
become a church leader?
Minnesota. What do you find most life-giving
Actually my call was from outside, so it was very
about these experiences?
difficult for me to understand if it was a God’s
First of all, I am so happy to be among of the memchoice or my parent’s choice. I did not want to be a
bers of this synod. In every parish that I visited, I
pastor and I had no peace about it, but I got a little
have been so welcomed and I feel at home. Pastors light of my call after four months of joining the theoand congregants are so kind, I experience love and
logical college. For some reason, I found peace in
care. All of the people I visit are eager to learn
my heart on becoming a pastor. Every day now I
things. I feel happy and honored to work among
continue to understand and believe in God’s purbrothers and sisters in the synod. Please contact
pose in my call through people I serve.
me if you’re interested in a visit to your congregation: debo7944@gmail.com.
The Global Mission Companion Synods Table
focuses a lot on the accompaniment model.
What does accompaniment mean to you?
I relate the accompaniment model with two couples
who were originally from different families, situations, backgrounds, etc but decided to live together
as husband and wife or partners. What brings them
together is the model of accompaniment. They have
their differences but they are walking together,
sharing their ideas, lifelong histories, and experiences which gives them a way forward to the present and to the future situation. Accompaniment for
me is an act of sharing the stories and listening and
growing together in strength, understanding and
Rev. Deborah Lyanga (left) and Martha Bec (right)
trust.
share reflections during the “Women of the Global
What do you most hope people in the Southeastern MN Synod would come to know about
South” panel during the 2018 Synod Assembly.
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Who had a staff sprout, bud, blossom and produce almonds,
indicating that God had chosen him for a special reason?
A. Moses

B. Zechariah
C. Aaron
D. Nathan
Answer See Page 6
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Report for: June 2018
Income

June 2018

YTD

June 2017

Change (+/-)
A summary of income for
all sources, and any
(250.00) change from the previous
1,292.00 year.

Offerings

16,686.63

93,116.76

10,410.01

Non-Benevolence

1,325.00

7,825.00

1,575.00

Building Fund

3,625.00

24,647.41

2,333.00

Memorial Fund

10.00

10.00

10.00

0.00

Special Projects

219.28

14,988.77

360.55

(141.27)

Scholarship Fund

0.00

145.00

0.00

0.00

21,865.91

140,732.94

14,688.56

7,177.35

Total

Ministry
Expenses
Salaries and Related
Costs
Utilities, Maintenance,
Other
Education, Mission,
Related Costs

June 2018

Monthly
Budget

6,276.62

Variance
(+/-)

YTD

YTD Budget

Variance
(+/-)

"How do our ministry
expenses compare
(1,560.92)
to what we planned
for in the budget?"
5,712.65

9,737.80

10,755.75

(1,017.95)

62,973.52

64,534.44

7,031.54

2,637.51

4,394.03

21,537.59

15,824.94

820.70

854.16

(33.46)

2,964.25

5,124.98

(2,160.73)

1,698.90

1,304.16

394.74

7,066.02

7,824.98

(758.96)

Synod Mission Sup

0.00
1,044.54

1,291.68
1,566.66

(1,291.68)
(522.12)

500.00
7,639.07

7,750.04
9,400.04

(7,250.04)
(1,760.97)

Total

20,333.48

18,409.92

1,923.56

102,680.45

110,459.42

(7,778.97)

Supplies
Ministry
Initiatives

Budget
Cashflow

June 2018

Monthly
Budget

Variance
(+/-)

YTD

YTD Budget

Variance
(+/-)
(General Offerings & NonBenevolence)

Income avail.

18,011.63

18,409.92

(398.29)

100,941.76

110,459.42

(9,517.66)

Ministry Exp.

20,333.48

18,409.92

1,923.56

102,680.45

110,459.42

Net (+/-)

(2,321.85)

(7,778.97) "Net cashflow for the
year for our ministry
expenses?

Building
Fund

June 2018

-1,738.69
YTD

Income

3,625.00

24,647.41

Payments

(4,285.00)

25,749.00)

Interest
Current Balance

Balances

2.20

"What is net cashflow for the year for the Bldg
Fund?"

15.33

12,553.04
June 2018

General Checking
Memorial Fund
Non-Benevolence
Special Projects

(306.78)
2,595.29
425.38
12,790.06

Scholarship
Line of Credit
Mortgage Principal
Youth Checking

5,606.99
11,401.00
(435,072.13)
5,436.87

June
Week 1
Week 2
Week 3
Week 4
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Attendance
2017
2018

79
87
114
84

68
96

Communion
2017
2018

93
66
86
87

81
74

Presort STD
US Postage
PAID
Permit # 2
Lake Crystal, MN 56055

Zion Lutheran Church
211 East Robinson St.
P.O. Box 236
Lake Crystal, MN 56055
Phone: 507-726-2849
Fax: 507-726-2119

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office e-mail:
zioninfo@zionluthlakecrystal.org
pastor@zionluthlakecrystal.org
Church website:
www. zionluthlakecrystal.org
SUMMER OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Wednesday 8 am—2:30 pm
Thursday 8 am—2:00 pm
The Office is closed on Fridays.

Sunday Morning
9:00 a.m. Worship
Communion the 1st & 3rd
Sundays
Sunday School resumes
in September.
If you were not able to be
here last Sunday but want to
see the service you missed, see
Mary in the Office to
borrow the VCR tape.

Zion Lutheran Church
211 East Robinson Street
Lake Crystal, MN 56055
Pastor
Rev. Andrea Myers
Office Manager
Mary Gilman
Choir Director
Linda Isebrand
Organist
Sheldon Meyer
Custodians
Bob and Barb McDonald

Our Mission Statement

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Sunday School News
“To Make Jesus Known
to All in Our Words and
Actions.”
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Caring Coins—Kits
Knit for Kids
Tournament of Favorite
Hymns Countdown

