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2017 Summer Mission Trip
After many months of planning, our youth will soon
be traveling to St. Louis, Missouri for a week of
learning and service. Please pray for these youth
and leaders, that they grow closer to God and one
another as they serve in Jesus’ name.
Commissioning for Service: During worship on June
18 we will bless the trip participants and commission them for their ministry.

In-Kind Offering
Invitation
You can be a part of our St. Louis Mission Trip!
Donate items our youth are collecting for the ministry partners they’ll be working with during their
week of service of learning.
Requested items include: hot glue guns and glue
sticks, liquid Elmer’s glue, Scotch tape, measuring
cups, oven mitts, Perler beads, plain white T-shirts
[kid sizes S, M, L or XL] or swimsuits or lined swim
trunks [kid sizes S, M, L or XL]. You can also donate
money through our June 11 Caring Coins offering,
which will be used to purchase offering items.
Please do not bring different items as vehicle space
for our travelers and leaders is limited.
For more information, please see Page 7.

Youth Participants:

Adrian Schmalzriedt

Kendall Anderson

Sarah Sickler

Taylor Antony

Kaitlyn Stromswold

Cally Burnett

Abby Teigen

Cassie Carlson

Adult Leaders:

Emilee Cloyd

Michele Langer

Clara Gilman

Kelle Goeringer

Reese Goeringer

Pastor Andrea Myers

Bible Camp
Scholarship Awards
On May 21, checks totaling $4,042.08 were presented to twelve young people who are attending
summer church camp, including Lucas and Nicholai Christianson; Ryder Antony; Lauren, Jacob and
Owen Cooper; Sarah VanRyswyk; Lucy Richards;
Reese Anderson; Carter Lowis; Aaron Isebrand
and Jack Goeringer. The scholarships are possible
because of the combined work and donations
from the ZLCW budget, Zion’s budget, and Lenten suppers hosted by the ZLCW and our men.
Congratulations to these twelve campers!

they will be a crucial resource for building our ministry with students and families.
Maintain and Improve Facility
Goal: Create a more functional and welcoming Narthex.
Update: Our Narthex Design Team is developing creative and affordable ways to make this space more
inviting and functional. After completing research
and a few experiments (including a month-long rental of high-top tables), they’re now developing a plan
and budget proposal.

Brothers and sisters in Christ,
I have sensed a spirit of new energy and renewed
focus in our ministry together. Have you noticed it,
too? As we reflect on a successful 2016-2017 program year, it’s important to notice, celebrate, and
give thanks for what we’ve accomplished through
God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s guidance.
Last fall, the One in Christ Fall Stewardship Appeal
invited us to make an intentional and prayerful commitment of financial support for the ministry of our
congregation. More than 100 families did something
new by returning a statement of intent for their 2017
giving, committing more than $31,000 in new offerings for new ministry initiatives.
Your response to the appeal and your overall level
of generosity in the first third of 2017 has been wonderful. Because of you and your gifts, we’re making
progress on the goals we set for the year. I’m excited to share these updates!

Goal: Make repairs to the building.
Update: We’ve hired a contractor to repair the fascia
on the Sunday School Wing (cost: $2,050).
Goal: Improve handicapped access with new ramps.
Update: We’re moving forward with a bid to make
two new “curb cuts” and ramps for the East entrances and to repair the ramp by the front entrance
(cost: $2,400).
Strengthen On-Going Ministries
Goal: Pay off our Line of Credit.
Update: Based on our solid cash position at the end
of April, the Council has approved a payment of
$3,000 toward our Line of Credit balance.

Expand Ministry for Youth and Families
Goal: Expand camp scholarship funding and help
every Zion student experience Bible Camp.
Update: This year, we awarded 12 camp scholarships, a new record! The scholarship total of $4,042
included donations from ZLCW, the Men’s Lenten
Supper, and $1,000 from Zion’s ministry budget. By
covering a substantial portion of the camp registration fee, we’ve lowered the financial barriers for kids
to go to camp.
Goal: Provide additional leadership by adding a parttime Youth Ministry Coordinator to organize events
and support volunteers.
Update: The Youth Ministry team is currently working with me to develop a ministry plan and job description for this new staff position. The team is interviewing families and students to identify needs
and interests, so that we can work toward hiring a
staff person this fall. Though the position will be
very limited at the start (about 30 hours per month),

And that’s not all!
It’s also worth celebrating the high level of engagement in our Lenten Worship Series, our wonderful
Sunday School program, our music ministries, and
your generous financial support for the St. Louis
Mission Trip. I’m thankful for the gifted and committed leaders of our Council and ministry teams.
They’re making measurable progress in every area
of our ministry with projects like Zion’s 125th Anniversary, new Caring Coins ministry connections,
Lake Crystal Community VBS, and much, much more.
And so, even though it’s only June …
“Happy Thanksgiving!”
Grace and peace,
Pastor Andrea Myers
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Zion Lutheran Church Women
June 1:
 Martha Circle (at Crystal Seasons)
Hostess: Sylva Kubicek
Bible Study: Carol Jones
June 7:
 Community Band Concert Host
 Ruth Circle
 Miriam Circle
Hostess: Joyce Roberts
Bible Study: Joyce Roberts
June 14:
 Rebecca Circle
Hostess: Diane Sandstrom
Bible Study: Rhonda Teigen
June 20:
 ZLCW Board Meeting

2:00 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

Thank You to our members for the many items that helped make our annual garage sale a great success. Additional thanks to those who donated baked goods, volunteered to set up or work during the
sale, as well as those who helped clean up and take the additional items to area thrift stores. Your
efforts are greatly appreciated. The final numbers are not in, but we anticipate a profit of about $1,000
from this year’s sale, one of two yearly ZLCW fundraisers.
Thanks as well to our members who have given their annual requested donation of $10 to help support
the efforts of our women. For those who still wish to make their donation, checks or cash should be
payable to the ZLCW and can be mailed, dropped off during regular hours or given at the time of each
Sunday’s offering. These gifts greatly benefit the work of Zion’s women!
On May 21, our graduating seniors were recognized
with the gift of a beautiful quilt created by members of
the Mission Circle. Along with everyone at Zion, the
ZLCW congratulates these young people and we wish
them success as they enter the next phase of their
lives.
Please join us for the Community Band Picnic and
Social at Zion on Wednesday, June 7th. The menu will
include BBQ sandwiches, potato salad, beans and wonderful homemade desserts. Serving begins at 5:30 pm,
with the concert at 6:30 pm. Leave the cooking to us
and bring the family for supper and entertainment.
Our annual Tour of Tables is scheduled for Saturday, October 14. We have already confirmed a speaker
that we know you’ll enjoy. Watch future editions of
the Messenger for more details!
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Zion Scholarship Winners
Congratulations to the following seven Zion spring scholarship winners for
2017! Benjamin Gilman, Mark Jacobs, Ivy Karels, Megan Lee, Adam Hruby,
Tyler Hruby, and Damon Schmalzriedt. Each of these individuals will
receive $150 from Zion to go towards their future education!
The Zion Scholarship Fund was created by the Sylva and Joe Kubicek family
as a memorial in honor of their sons, Wade and John, who were killed in separate accidents in 1979. It
continues to be funded by additional donations from the family as well as others who wish to give to the
fund. The Scholarship Committee meets twice a year (May & November) to award scholarships. Applicants must:







Be a member of Zion Lutheran Church.
Have successfully completed one term after graduation from high school at an accredited college,
university, or technical school.
Be intending to complete their first four-year or two-year degree, or first technical school certification
for trade/profession. See application for further details.
Applications are available on the Zion website (www.zionluthlakecrystal.org) or from the church
office.
Completed applications are due April 30 and October 31.
Please contact a member of the Scholarship Committee (Barb Anderson, Kristi Grindstaff, Joyce John-

A Word from the President
The Power of Prayer
Growing up in northern Iowa on a small farm with five
siblings was the way most of the kids in my school
were raised. At that time, I could not imagine any other way of growing up. I thought we were rich, but really we were not. Dad and Mom managed to house
us, feed us and clothe us without a whole lot of discomfort in our lives. To this day, I would not want to
change this way of life and I appreciate it even more
as I get a little older each year.
One part of my life that I took for granted was my
health. In that sense, I was rich. I worked hard on the
farm, grew up strong, became football and basketball
captain, then finished high school and college without
too many bumps and bruises. In my younger years,
there was a part of me that thought, “I am invincible!” even though I do know that is not true.

However, if you were in church on May 21st, you saw
my name in the bulletin to keep me, along with many
other members, in your prayers. It is not a secret that
I have been diagnosed with prostate cancer. By the
time you receive this newsletter, I will have undergone a procedure that is supposed to kill the cancer.
Today, I want to express my gratitude to everyone
who has prayed for me: in particular, my mother, my
wife, my children, all of my siblings and all my in-laws,
nieces & nephews, Pastor Andrea, Council members,
congregational members and many, many friends.
With that kind of prayer power and trust in God, I feel
very good about beating this cancer in my body. It is
an unbelievable comfort knowing that I have all this
support from so many individuals who all belong to
this One Big Body of Christ! Thank you to all!!
The power of prayer is great! Please continue to pray
for all of our members that are listed in our weekly
bulletins. I know that all of their grieving, suffering
and diseases will be relieved by all of your prayers.
May God’s peace be with you all,

Linda and I have been married forty-five years and
have been blessed with three children and eight
grandchildren. All have been healthy and we continue Rod Isebrand, President
to pray that their good health remains so. We are for- Zion Lutheran Church
tunate for this richness in our lives.
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Happy Anniversary to
the following Zion
members celebrating
June anniversaries!

Thank you to our Action
Team 5 leaders
Becky & Todd Sittig
for assembling the
May Action Team
schedules!

Corey & Candice Burnett
Mark & Sandy Friday
Mike & Cheri Herbst
Sylva & Joe Kubicek
Steve & Val Laborde
Michael & Jody Maurer
Greg & Cindy Miller
Ryan & Danielle Mueller
Tim & Judi Olson
Lyle & Ilene Phelps
Jim & Joyce Roberts
Myron & Cheryl Sandstrom
Mike & Heidi Thompson
Jay & Sheryl Utter
Larry & Sara Walters
Howard & Mary Ward
Scott & Jennifer Winters

Happy birthday to the
following members celebrating
June birthdays!
Janet Atkinson
Tyler Barnard
Gabriella Beecher
Chad Blasing
Kay Carlson
Lois Davis
Jim Ellis
David Gilman
Sara Halvorson
Dylan Hawker
Adam Hruby
Tyler Hruby
Hudson Knutson-Icks
Cindy Jacques
Blaine Jacques
Mia Jarvis
Sara Johnson
Emma Karels
Dawson KnutsonBunde
Isabel Knutson-Icks
Carter Lantz

Team 6
June leaders
Matt & Jamie Christianson
Darlene Zeidler
Team Members:
Tim & Barb Anderson
Chad & Shawna Brandts
Greg & Colleen Dunker
Lori Ebargary
Kathryn Fjeldberg
Dave & Amanda Gilman
John & Kari Gustafson
Lowell & Linda Heydt
Todd & Terri Hutchens
Dustin & Angie KnutsonIcks
Jody & Lisa Johnson
Fred & Charlene Manke
Doug & Linda Menne

Amy Montgomery
Deb Osdoba
Miles Preston
Jerome Sandstrom
Dusten Schultz
Ken & Barb Sorenson
Todd & Tracy Stromswold
Dwayne & Jessica
Thormodsgard
Marcy Yarger

Patty Lee
Mitchell Marben
Barb McDonald
Greg Miller
Amy Montgomery
Joyce Roberts
Ray Roesch
Donna Roesch
Dougray Siebenahler
TJ Smith
Ethan Snow
Ken Sorensen
Barb Sorensen
Cortnee Sorenson
Jon Stordahl
Tammy Sweet
Andrew Teigen
Matthew Thofson
Patrick Thofson
Andrew Utter
Howard Ward

Bible Quiz Answer: D (See Matthew 28:19.)

5

VBS Volunteers Needed!
Mark your calendars and join the fun at Community VBS: Sunday, August 6 through Thursday, August 10 at First Presbyterian Church. Adult and
youth volunteers are needed to help our younger
students have a GREAT week exploring the story
of Jesus. We’d welcome your help for part or all of
the week! If you’re interested, please talk with Jennifer Fleming or Pastor Andrea.

St Louis Summer Mission Trip
Final Trip Meeting!
Our final Trip Meeting is on Sunday, June 18
after worship (10:15 am) in the Youth Room.
Bring a parent! We will review final logistics,
packing instructions, and tie-dye our new shirts.
See you there!

What’s the Message?
by Julie Klock
SE MN Synod Faith Formation Network

We will depart from Zion on Saturday, June 24
at 1:00 p.m., and return to Zion about 7:00 p.m.
on Friday, June 30.

“Do not ever say that again!” I blurted to the woman who had inadvertently spoken a self-fulfilling
prophecy. The horrible words she uttered? “The
kids don't come around church much after confirmation.”

2018 ELCA Youth Gathering
Registration Time!!

Her words were not untrue. In that congregation
the kids didn't come around much after confirmation. And her words, spoken in front of a young
mother with a daughter in confirmation and two
sons still in elementary school contributed to that
pattern. “Oh,” the young mother will think when
her daughter is confirmed and doesn't want to get
up on Sunday morning. “I remember that Mrs. X
said that they don't come around much after confirmation.” And so the prophecy is fulfilled.

The 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering will be June 27July 1, 2018. Did you miss the Interest Meeting
in May? Check the church website (under
News) for important information about
schedule, costs, and what we’ll be doing in
Houston. Then contact Pastor Andrea to let
her know you’re in-terested in being a part of
this life-changing event!
Zion’s Gathering trip is open to students who
will complete grades 9-12 in 2018. (Space permitting, we may be able to include 8th graders.)
To reserve your spot, submit your $150 nonrefundable deposit by Friday, September 15,
2017.

It is NOT normal for a child who has regularly attended church all of his life to quit coming after
confirmation. Let's prophecy that they will have
new and different responsibilities and relationships
after confirmation, and new things to learn. They
will usually live up to our expectations.
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Prayer Ministry Update

Sharing Shelf

Our Prayer Ministry will be re-launched the first
week of June. A weekly email or phone call will include some basic information about the purpose of
this Prayer Ministry, a list of those in our congregations who are being held in prayer and any other intercessions from Pastor Andrea. Those who prefer a
phone call will receive an introductory letter, followed by a weekly phone call. We will revisit our process in about three months and invite input from
those in the Prayer Ministry at any time.

Each month a volunteer from Zion delivers this
food offering to the Sharing Shelf. Thanks to
Cheryl Lantz for serving in May. The June volunteer is Deb Richmond-Johnson.

Caring Coins
Thank you to everyone who donated $385.44 toward
May’s Caring Coins, which was designated for GRACE
Thrift Store. To date, local, regional and global organizations have benefitted from Zion’s generous
giving totaling $1,533.31.
Our next Caring Coins Sunday will be June 11 when
our focus will be the Youth Summer Mission Trip to
St. Louis. Our young people are collecting items for
the ministry partners they will work with during their
time in St. Louis. A box for these items (see list on
cover page), will be in the Narthex from June 1
through June 18. For those who wish to contribute
cash, those funds will be used to purchase items
from the list.

Sharing Shelf needs for June include: ketchup,
pasta, pasta sauce, pads and tampons, apple
sauce, toilet paper and instant oatmeal. The
Sharing Shelf is located at the First Baptist
Church, 312 South Oakland Street. Hours are
Wednesday evening from 6:00 p.m.-- 6:30 p.m.

Faith Night at
Mankato Moon
Dogs!
Zion has 20 tickets for
sale to the Faith Night
Moon Dogs Game with
the Waterloo Bucks on Sunday, July 16 at 6:05
p.m. Ticket cost is $6.00 per ticket. A sign up
sheet will be posted in the Narthex. You can also
call the church office to get signed up.

POSTPONED:
Financial Stewardship Fair
The workshop event previously planned for
Sunday, June 11 has been postponed due to
low registration. We hope to reschedule the
event in the fall.

The Social Ministry Team continues to review the
many needs in our community, nation and world.
Your continued generosity toward our Caring Coins
recipients is appreciated by all who benefit.

Our goal is to equip members of Zion to be
good stewards of ALL of God’s gifts by providing basic financial education on topics like investments, charitable giving, estate planning,
and planned giving.
If you are interested in participating in such an
event, please let the church office know and
we will be sure you are first to know the new
date!
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Dot Maurer: I attended the Gathering in Charlotte in 2014. It was a very spiritual experience
with interesting workshops and speakers. A fun
time with a great group of ladies.
Karen Myers: I attended two triennials – Salt
Lake City and Spokane, both beautiful places. The
inspiration I felt from being in the midst of all
these wonderful Lutheran women was amazing. I
loved listening to then Bishop Mark Hanson. Music is a big part of worship for me and to be able
to sing with that group made the whole experience exceptional.

We hope you will consider attending the 10th Triennial Gathering of the Women of the ELCA July
13 - 16 in Minneapolis. These gatherings are always very inspirational, faith building and interesting. This one will also include a celebration of
the 500th observance of the Protestant Reformation. Another highlight will be a concert at
Central Lutheran Church by the National Lutheran
Choir.

Dorothy Yarger: My trip to Charlotte was a most
wonderful experience, especially when we sang
together and communed together. The speakers
were outstanding and of course the “Gathering”
shopping was fun. I treasure my memories of it
all and was glad I had the opportunity to attend.
I’m looking forward the 10th Gathering in July in
Minneapolis.

Here are comments from some of the women of
Zion who have attended gatherings in the past.
Lois Davis: I attended the 1st Triennial in Anaheim,
CA in 1990, the first convention after the merger
of three Lutheran Churches in 1987. I also attended Gatherings in Washington DC, Minneapolis,
Philadelphia, San Antonio, Salt Lake City and
Charlotte. They have all been very spiritual, educational and fun. A quote from the registration
book, “You’ll be refreshed and renewed by gathering with thousands of other women who share
our faith.”

Janette Abraham: I was privileged to attend the
Gathering in San Antonio, where I was a delegate.
It was an awesome convention. I was able to
vote on many issues that had been brought before the convention while meeting many wonderful women from all over the U.S. We sang songs,
read scripture and heard many great speakers. I
would encourage women from our congregation
to attend the Gathering in Minneapolis this summer.

Kari Gustafson and Donna Mikkelson: We had
the pleasure of going to the Triennial in Washington DC several years ago with other women from
our church. It was one of the most memorable
events we’ve attended. It was amazing to be in
the same space with so many Christian women
and to hear inspiring music and speakers in a funfilled and rewarding weekend. We would highly
recommend attending this one, as it is an experience not to be missed.

Barb Feder: I have attended nine of the Gatherings. They have been some of the most profound
experiences of my religious life. The speakers,
the music, the worship, the workshops have all
been outstanding. I have learned so much and
grown in my faith. Please don’t miss this opportunity in our “backyard.” I encourage you to attend. For more information you can contact me
or Lois, or go to welcatg.org.

Joyce Johnson: I attended Gatherings in Minneapolis, Philadelphia, Salt Lake City, San Antonio,
Spokane and Charlotte. It is always a well
planned gathering with many women supporting
each other and praising God. It is a wonderful
experience and I urge you to attend.
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BIBLE QUIZ
The “Trinitarian formula” occurs only once in the Bible. In which New Testament
book do we read “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” and who said these words?
A. Romans; Paul
B. 1 Peter; Simon Peter
C. The Acts of the Apostles; Luke
D. Matthew; Jesus
Answer: See Page 5
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Report for: April 2017
Income

April 2017
19,873.96

Offerings
Non-Benevolence
Building Fund
Memorial Fund
Special Projects
Scholarship Fund
Total

Ministry Exp

1,725.00
4,483.00
0.00
383.58
135.00
26,600.54
April 2017

YTD
April 2016 Change (+/-)
63,034.52
12,319.77
7,554.19 A summary of income for
7,020.00
17,126.15
135.00
2,087.87
145.00
89,548.54
Monthly
Budget

all sources, and any

2,095.00
2,793.00
65.00
735.98
150.00
18,158.75

(370.00)
change from the previous
1,690.00
year.
(65.00)
(352.40)
(15.00)
8,441.79

Variance (+/-)

YTD

YTD Budget Variance (+/-)
(3,557.16) "How do our min-

Salaries+Related Costs
Utilities, Maintenance,
Other
Education, Mission,
Related Costs

12,057.56

11,096.61

960.95

40,829.26

44,386.42

1,521.45

3,374.98

(1,853.53)

9,503.09

13,499.92

2,541.60

1,583.34

958.26

3,227.71

6,333.36

istry expenses
(3,996.83) compare to what
we planned for in
(3,105.65) the budget?"

Supplies
Synod Mission Support

1,296.63
0.00

1,262.52
1,140.00

34.11
(1,140.00)

5,119.97
2,481.11

5,050.08
4,560.00

69.89
(2,078.89)

17,417.24

18,457.45

(1,040.21)

61,161.14

73,829.78

(12,668.64)

Total

Budget Cashflow

April 2017

Monthly
Budget

Variance (+/-)

YTD

YTD Budget Variance (+/-)

Income available

21,598.96

18,457.44

3,141.52

70,054.52

73,829.78

Ministry Expenses
Net (+/-)

17,417.24
4,181.72

18,457.44

(1,040.20)

61,161.14
8,893.38

73,829.78

Building Fund
Income

April 2017
4,483.00

Payments
Interest
Current Balance

Balances

(5,700.00)
2.34
12,045.60

(General Offerings & Non-

(3,775.26) Benevolence)
(12,668.64)

"What is our net
cashflow for the
year for our minis-

YTD

"What is our net cashflow for the year for the

17,126.15 Building Fund?"
(17,705.23)
8.45

April 2017

General Checking
Memorial Fund
Non-Benevolence
Special Projects

3,044.99
6,180.17
2,500.61
1,685.86

Scholarship
Line of Credit
Mortgage Principal

6,322.84
9,100.00
(472,786.42)

Attendance Communion
April 2016 2017 2016 2017
Week 1 126 105 114
87
Week 2 148 147
Week 3 135 372* 113 242
Week 4 186 136
Week 5
138

(Thrivent)
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*Easter Sunday 2017
372 attended 242 communed
*Easter Sunday 2016
316 attended 152 communed

Zion Lutheran Church
“To Make Jesus Known to All in Our Words
and Actions”
Council Meeting Minutes, April 19, 2017

August 23-September 5 (vacation). Thank you
to all volunteers who organized, volunteered
for, donated to or supported our Lenten wor
ship. Feedback has been positive regarding the
Free Indeed devotional, as well as the Small
Catechism theme for Lenten worship. Easter
worship attendance was excellent (220/154).
The adjustments to the schedule seemed to be
good decisions. Continuing to meet one-onone with council members; request to sched
ule this if you’ve not already done so. Final
fundraiser for the St. Louis Youth Trip is Brat
and Burger Night at the Legion on April 28,
from 5-8 PM. Pastor noted her appreciation for
the parents who have worked hard and successfully on these fundraisers. One student will
not be attending the trip, which leaves ten fe
male youth and three adults. Departure is
June 24, with a return to Lake Crystal on June
30. Michele Langer and Kelle Goeringer, along
with Pastor, are chaperones. The adjustments
to the schedule of our office manager were
presented and approved at our March 15 meet
ing. Additional changes: New schedule began
on April 1, with office hours for the remainder
of the year as follows: April through May and
September through December (8 AM to 4 PM),
June through August (8:00 AM to 2:30 PM).
Summer hours will total 104 compared to 112
during the other months. Salary schedule will
be prorated, with paychecks increased or de
creased to reflect the actual hours worked.
Pastor and Mary continue to hold weekly
meetings; discussion of the schedule will take
place regularly. Both expressed appreciation
to the council for their willingness to provide
this flexibility. Linda completed the final edit of
the revised Zion Constitution and Bylaws as
adopted in January. A copy of the document
was emailed; however, there is no need to
print this unless someone wishes to have a
copy for their own reference. Reading the
document online is advised. It will be submit
ted to the synod for their review and approval. In January, two amendments will need
final ratification. We will also approve the
new congregational name as recommended.
Dan Lowis, a member of the team who is al
so a financial planner, resigned because
compliance regulations prevent his involve

Present: Phil Bachman, Matt Christianson, Dave
Hoffer, Linda Isebrand, Rod Isebrand, Pastor Andrea
Myers, Doug Midthun
Guests: Kris Anderson, Beth Paumen & Doug Winter
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 by President
Rod Isebrand.

1. Devotions
Matt began the meeting with a reading and prayer.
2. Approve Agenda
Items added under New Business c. Bible Camp
Scholarship Discussion and d. Compostable Products; Motion by Doug, second by Beth to approve
the agenda. Motion carried.
3. Correspondence
An acknowledgement of Zion’s gift to the SE MN
Synod in the amount of $13,903 for mission sup
port was shared and is posted in the narthex. Zion
received a notice from Simply Giving that VANCO,
which has been endorsed by Thrivent, will no
longer participate in e-giving; however, this will
not affect those who use this service. Pastor
Andrea acknowledged all who participated in or
helped prepare the Lenten suppers or attended
Lenten worship. The generosity of the congrega
-tion in donating for the suppers was also noted.
4. Consent Agenda
Rod took a moment to explain the intent of a
consent agenda to any guests. Motion by
Linda to approve the Consent Agenda;
second by Doug M. Motion carried.
a. Pastor’s Report: May Newsletter deadline
was noon on April 18. Upcoming events include the following: April 24-30 (gone for
continuing education and vacation. Pastor
Rod Anderson will lead worship on April 30.);
May 6-7 (SE MN Synod Assembly with Rod
and Linda Isebrand. Worship, Music and
Adult Education Ministry Team will lead the
liturgy on May 7. Sermon will be a video from
Bishop Delzer); May 21: Celebration Sunday
(graduate recognition, camp scholarships,
last day of Sunday school); June 24-30 (St. Lou
is Mission Trip); July 10-16 (leading Emotional
Intelligence workshop for other clergy);
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-ment in stewardship appeals or campaigns.
His work with the team was greatly appreci-ated. The team met on March 14 to make
Preliminary plans for a Financial Stewardship
Fair on June 11. At their meeting on March
29, thank you letters to the congregation
were approved. These letters reflect each
giving unit’s status and will be distributed
with the Quarter I Giving Statements. The
final cohort meeting is scheduled for April
27. An evaluation benchmark is being used
to assess our congregation’s response and
progress toward the goals. Pastor extended
an invitation to attend the SE MN Synod
Communications Workshop on May 22 in
Austin. Prayer concerns were also noted in
the report.
b.
Secretary’s Report: Minutes from Council
Meeting March 15, 2017.
c. Statistical Reports: Council members received these reports via email.
d.
Finance and Stewardship (Matt Lantz,
*Doug Midthun and Gary Sandstrom): A
comparison of balance sheets (3/31/16 and
3/31/17) showed that checking and savings
balances had increased $2,702.30, which is a
positive sign, particularly since Easter was in
March last year. The mortgage was decreased by $63,686.17 during the same peri
-od, which indicates it may be possible to
pay the mortgage in full within seven to
eight years. They will make another compare
son balance sheet comparison on April 30.
Matt Lantz was acknowledged for providing
the additional egg bakes needed for Easter
brunch. Signup for the June 11 stewardship
gathering was encouraged. The team is wondering if giving statements would be more
meaningful if it were separated into three
categories to compare pledge, building fund
and special offerings. Gary and Doug will at
tend the SAS meeting in Owatonna on April
27. Their next meeting will be held at 10 AM
on May 8 at Doug’s home.
e. Social Ministry (Carol Dunker, *Linda Isebrand and Judy Meyer): Food for Friends
events will continue to be self-funded, with
food preparation completed by the servers.
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f.

g.

h.

The number of guests served has decreased
a bit and this will be monitored to see if the
purchase of groceries should be adjusted.
April Caring Coins donations totaled $253.58
and will be given to Habitat for Humanity.
May’s Caring Coins will support GRACE Thrift
Store. Total collected for Caring Coins to
date is $1,147.87. Thank you notes from Well
come Manor Family Services and Crossroads
Ministries’ Campus Cupboard were received
and have been posted on the bulletin board.
The Prayer Chain is in the final stages of reorganization. The next meeting is at 4:30 on
May 9 in the church office.
Youth Ministry (Kris Anderson, Jennifer
Fleming and *Susan Gengler): A total of
about nine book orders has been submitted.
Chelsea Copeland and Jamie Christianson
were invited to their meeting to share their
thoughts on the strengths and needs of the
Sunday school program, including what
changes might be considered. They dis
cussed other models and developed an out
line for next year. The Youth Director position will be discussed at the next meeting.
Jennifer will attend the community planning
session for VBS scheduled for April 25.
Membership and Outreach (*Steve Marshall,
Beth Paumen and Doug Winter): Doug has
been contacting individuals and delivering
giving envelopes to their homes. He has de
livered five to date; 25 envelopes and 25 pic
-torials are still in the office. Information will
be included in the bulletin and the newsletter. They will survey the congregation about
what changes members might like to see
take place, as well as what should remain
unchanged. This survey, along with a selfaddressed stamped envelope addressed to
Doug, will be handed out. The team was very
pleased with the Lenten suppers.
Worship, Music and Adult Education (*Phil
Bachman, Karen Granger and Kristi Grind
staff): The Narthex Design Team is reviewing
options for a larger video screen, gathering
input from the ushers to overflow seating
and after-worship coffee, visiting churches
to see other narthex designs and renting

high-top tables to see how they are received
by the congregation. Attendance at coffee
has been good and feedback is positive. The
team used a bulletin insert to gather updateed congregational contact information. Input from the Action Team leaders indicated
some frustration when phone calls or other
messages are not returned. Some feel there
is a lack of cooperation when filling worship
jobs. Communication will continue. Cindy
Jacques is looking for additional communion
servers so that the responsibilities are
shared by others.
i.
Building and Grounds (Mike Bottin, *Dave
Hoffer and Brett Strenge): A bid for fascia
repair has been received, as has a bid to repair the concrete slab by the church en
trance and install access ramps on the east
side. These will require curb cuts and cannot
hinder snow removal. It appears that part of
the sunken concrete will need to be removed; using a mud lift will not resolve the
problem. They do not have a bid to repair
the broken window in one of the Sunday
school classrooms. A spring clean-up day is
scheduled from 9 AM until noon on May 6.
j. Treasurer’s Report effective 3/31/17: General
Checking $1,256.68, Memorial Fund
$6,179.22, Building Fund $13,260.26, NonBenevolence $775.36, Special Projects
$1,626.05, Available to Pay Bills and Payroll
$2,032.04, Overdue Bills $0.00, Current Bills
$2,989.77, Line of Credit $9,100.00.
*Indicates Ministry Team Chair
5. Old Business
a. New Corporate Name for Zion: The official
name for our church is now Zion Lutheran
Church of Lake Crystal, Minnesota. Chris Ken
nedy has been assisting with this process and
is working with Blue Earth County Land Rec
ords to update the deed titles.
b. Council Secretary Update: Linda offered to
serve as temporary council secretary until the
position can be filled. Information will appear
in the newsletter and Rod will include this in
the announcements on April 30 as a short
Temple Talk.
c. Zion’s 125th Anniversary: Steve will update Pas

tor when he returns; however, Diane Sand
strom has scheduled another information
meeting on April 23 after worship. At this
time, it appears that Bishop Delzer can be
present on the Sunday before Thanksgiving
or the first Sunday in December.
d. Audit Guidelines: At the March meeting,
Doug presented recommendations that he,
along with Kristi Grindstaff and Kim Van
Ryswyk, had developed from synod guide
lines. Copies were given to all members pre
sent. One recommendation is those elected
to audit the church records should be en
couraged to serve more than two years. This
change would require amending our consti
tution, which would need to be completed
at an annual meeting. It is recognized that
this document is fluid and discussion may
continue. Motion by Doug M. to accept the
recommendations; second by Phil. Motion
carried.
e. Mary Gilman’s Work Schedule: Rod reviewed
what was presented in the pastor’s report.
f. Financial Stewardship Fair: See report from
Finance and Stewardship.
6. New Business
a. Simply Giving Update: No Action
b. Invitation to SE MN Synod Communications Worship at St. Olaf Lutheran Church
in Austin on May 22: At this point, Pastor,
Steve and Rod will attend this training,
which is scheduled from 10 AM to 2:30 PM.
The information is especially important for
the Membership, Outreach and Adult Educa
tion Ministry Team, because communication
is a vital part of their responsibilities. Others
interested in attending should notify pastor
by May 14. The $15 registration fee includes
lunch. Pastor also shared that communica
tion Is an important responsibility of the
church office and the council might consid
er identifying someone with good communi
cation skills to enhance what is already being
done.
c. Bible Camp Scholarships: As part of the
stewardship focus last fall, $1,000 was to
be set aside for camp scholarships. Pastor
Andrea moved that these dollars be formally
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designated for this purpose; second by Doug
M. Motion carried. At this time, the church
office has received notice that ten students
will take part in the Full Blast and one will
attend the Half Blast. There are others who
are considering attending, but the budget
should be sufficient.
d. Compostable Products: Zion currently uses
Styrofoam plates and cups for all events and
Rod suggested we explore the use of com
postable products as a means to be better
stewards of resources. Phil will bring infor
mation about product vendors. Management
of this task might be assigned to a ministry
team; however, a “green team’ to monitor
waste might be another option as we know
there are individuals who are interested.
Discussion will continue in May.
7. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at
8:30 PM. Members closed with the Lord’s
Prayer.
8. Next meeting is May 17, at 7:30 PM. Gary
Sandstrom is responsible for devotions and
refreshments.
Faithfully submitted,
Linda Isebrand, Acting Secretary

A Summer of
Your Favorite Songs!
Thanks to everyone who
turned in their favorite
hymns for summer worship.
Watch for these songs (and
more) to be sung during this summer’s worship
services.


Amazing Grace



Blessed Are They, The Poor in Spirit



Borning Cry



Great is Thy Faithfulness



Precious Lord, Take my Hand



Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God

Zion Military Honor Board
This board, created and donated by Caleb
Brocker, is located next to the new member photographs and Sharing Shelf wagon. The purpose
is to display active duty military personnel, their
branch of military, mailing addresses and how
they are related to the congregation. You can
pray for them and honor them as well as send
them care packages or write them letters. These
little things mean so much. Please contact Caleb
Brocker at 507-995-5983 with questions or to add
someone to this board. Thank you!

Armed Services Prayer Book
An Invitation
Do you know someone serving in the armed forces,
either active duty or reserve? Would you like to encourage them in faith and prayer? Contact Pastor
Andrea with their contact information and Zion will
send them a copy of the Prayer Book for the Armed
Services.
Published in 2013, this resource is the result of a
collaborative effort with chaplains and other service members. It is a durable pocket-sized companion created for not only active military members
and veterans, but also for pastors, congregations,
friends and families of those who serve. For those
who bravely serve; those who have served; and,
for their support network at home, this prayer
book is a companion and guide to prayer and Christian faith in often difficult circumstances.

THANK YOU to everyone,
young and old, who came
out to help for the church
clean up day on May 6!!
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2017 SYNOD ASSEMBLY EDITION



By Rev. Emily Carson
carson@semnsynod.org



We celebrated the 30th annual Southeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly on May 6-7, 2017 at the Mayo Civic
Center in Rochester. Voting members from the 174 congregations across the synod came together for the two
-day gathering. The event’s theme was “Equipping con- 
gregations to follow Jesus into a changing world.”


SATURDAY, MAY 6 HIGHLIGHTS:
 The assembly began with worship led by Bishop
Steven Delzer, Deacon Kris Oppegard, and Rev.
Emily Carson.
 Rev. Gladys Moore shared the keynote presentation.
 Rev. Pete Reuss shared highlights and updates
about Leading Together. The assembly offering was
directed toward raising up 35 new leaders through
leading Together. Nearly $15,o00 was raised, and
299 individuals participated.
 Attendees participated in a Learning Event featuring ten different workshops.
 Between the two workshop sessions, everyone
gathered in the main assembly hall for a panel discussion entitled “embRACE: The Bishop’s Conversation.” Regina Seabrook was the panel facilitator.
Panelists included Rev. Gladys Moore, Rev. Chad
Johnson, Rev. Samuel Wolff, and Carrie Schiltz.
 Saturday concluded with “The Church’s Journey in
Art and Song” which was a contemplative worship
service featuring speaker videos and art from
across the centuries.








of Acts.
Rev. Dr. Stephen Bouman shared a message from
churchwide.
Bishop Delzer shared his annual “Report to the Assembly” highlighting the ways he has witnessed the
people of the synod developing leaders, equipping
congregations, and accompanying global partners
over the past year.
The 2018 budget was passed.
Elections took place for a variety of synod committees.
All four resolutions were passed. The four resolutions passed at the assembly included:
Resolution 2017-1: Minimum Compensation and
Benefits Guidelines
Resolution 2017-2: From the Blue Earth River Conference Regarding the Use of “Mission Support” in
Place of “Benevolence”
Resolution 2017-3: Support for Palestinians: A Way
to a Just Settlement
Resolution 2017-4: A Proposal to Amend the Model
Constitution for Congregations of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America

Next year’s assembly will be held at the Verizon Center
in Mankato the first weekend in May. The determination of whether it will be Friday-Saturday or SaturdaySunday will be based on this year’s feedback. The
theme of the 2018 assembly will be “Accompanying our
Global Partners” and we will welcome guests from Tanzania, Colombia, and South Sudan!
The full text of all the resolutions as well as photo albums, video of the speakers, and additional assembly
resources are available on our website. Visit http://
semnsynod.org. and click the “Archived Event ReSUNDAY, MAY 7 HIGHLIGHTS:
sources” button on the lower left. A special thanks to
 Sunday morning worship was led by Bishop Steven all who participated in the 2017 Southeastern MinnesoDelzer, Rev. Grace Gravelle, and Synodically Author- ta Synod Assembly!
ized Minister Simon Choat.
 Rev. Dr. Eric Barreto led a Bible study on the book
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Zion Lutheran Church
211 E Robinson St.
P.O. Box 236
Lake Crystal, MN 56055
Phone: 507-726-2849
Fax:
507-726-2119

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

zioninfo@zionluthlakecrystal.org
pastor@zionluthlakecrystal.org
zionluthlakecrystal.org

NEW SUMMER OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Thursday 8 am—2:30 pm
The Office is closed on Fridays.

Sunday Morning
9:00 a.m. Worship

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY TO ALL!

Communion the 1st & 3rd
Sundays

Did you miss the Sunday
service?
Sunday worship services
replay on Channels 7 and
10 on Wednesday mornings at 10:00 a.m.

Zion Lutheran Church
211 East Robinson Street
Lake Crystal, MN 56055
Pastor
Rev. Andrea Myers
Office Manager
Mary Gilman
Choir Director
Linda Isebrand
Organist
Sheldon Meyer
Custodians
Bob and Barb McDonald

Our Mission Statement

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
St. Louis Mission Trip
“To Make Jesus Known
to All in Our Words and
Actions.”
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Scholarships
The Power of Prayer
Faith Night at the Moon
Dogs

