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Zion’s Congregation Council has approved the fol-

lowing physical-distancing guidelines to allow in-

person activities to resume for small groups:   

 No more than 10 people, including leaders, 

meeting in the building at any time. 

 Only certain places of the building should be 

occupied (for cleaning purposes): Narthex, Fel-

lowship Hall, New Bathrooms. 

 Groups should contact the church office (507-

276-2849) to reserve the building. 

 Visitors will register at the front door with sign 

in and sign out. 

 Social distancing must be observed (6+ feet). 

 Wearing masked is expected. 

 No singing or unison speaking/praying (Lord’s 

Prayer). 

 No communal food or beverages, and no use of 

the kitchen (may bring your own, but no shar-

ing). 

Zion groups are asked to observe these guidelines 

whether meeting in the building or elsewhere. 

In-Person worship services continue to be sus-

pended until further notice. While new guidance 

was recently issued by the Minnesota Health De-

partment and the CDC, it will take some time to de-

velop and implement Zion’s “Covid-19 Prepared-

ness Plan.”  

Worship services will continue to be streamed via 

Facebook (Sundays at 9:00 a.m.) so that we can 

gather as a virtual community for prayer, reflection, 

and praise. Visit Zion’s Facebook page or use the 

links provided on the church website. 

As plans come together for gathering once more 

for in-person worship, Zion leaders will be guided 

by resources provided by our synod, the ELCA, and 

our state officials. (Please see page 2 for more de-

tails.) If you have questions or concerns, please 

contact a member of our Worship, Music, & Adult 

Education team (Mackenzie Jones, Mary Goodrich, 

and Jan Becker), current Zion president (Dan 

Lowis), or Pastor Andrea. 

Sign up today for the new Zion News email list to receive 

periodic updates about worship and life at Zion Lutheran.  

Email will allow us to share news updates more frequently, 

which is especially important as the present health crisis 

continues to impact our ministry. 
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Dear Zion Family – 

Waiting is hard. For weeks, now,  we’ve 

waited  for news, waited  to make plans, 

waited to know when it will be safe (or at 

least safer) to return to the people, places, 

and activities we love. All this waiting can 

make us weary and impatient. It’s no sur-

prise there’s been so much talk of 

“reopening the church” recently. 

I’m sure I don’t need to remind you that our church never 

closed. You already know the church is not a building – the 

church is the people! Yes, this congregation has temporari-

ly left the comfortable familiarity of our church’s home. We 

have been sent out into the world to BE the church. A 

church that worships together through the marvelous 

(though sometimes awkward) gift of technology. A church 

that loves our neighbors, choosing to briefly limit our 

movement so that others may have greater security. A 

church that shares so that all might have enough, whether 

it means sharing time, groceries, masks, cards, or an en-

couraging word. Wherever God’s people are found, we find 

the church. 

I know how you yearn to be back in our sanctuary for wor-

ship. Me, too! In due time, this congregational will return to 

our church home.   

While our state and federal leaders have said we may gath-

er once again, doing so safely will involve a great deal of 

careful planning and preparation. That will take time, but it 

is prudent not to rush back too soon. We should heed the 

hard lessons learned by congregations around the country 

who resumed worship on Mother’s Day, did everything 

right, yet had to suspend their gatherings again two weeks 

later because worship participants now had Covid-19. 

One of the major concerns for church leaders and pastors 

is the risk of virus spread through aerosols (tiny moisture 

droplets in the air), which are far more difficult to disinfect 

than high-touch surfaces. No doubt, you have already 

learned about the larger droplets that typically fall to the 

ground within 6 feet, hence the guidance around physical 

distancing. You probably also know that a person infected 

by the SARS-CoV-2 virus can send millions of particles of 

virus into the air when they sneeze or cough. Less well 

known is that they also expel droplets simply by breathing, 

or speaking .* This is a particular concern with those who 

are asymptomatic. 

Long after large droplets fall, the many smaller droplets – 

the aerosols – can hang in the air for an hour or more. In a 

confined space, these aerosols and any virus they contain 

will disperse to fill the whole room. The longer 

the person with Covid-19 is in that space, the 

more aerosol and virus gets dispersed. The 

longer someone else is in that space, the 

greater the risk that they will inhale enough of 

a “viral load” to get infected.   

Think about those aerosols, and then picture 

“normal” worship service prior to the pan-

demic. A relatively large number of people gathers in a con-

fined space for approximately an hour to pray their way 

through the liturgy. A good portion of that time is spent 

singing, which expels more droplets than breathing be-

cause we’re breathing deeply, then exhaling with sustained 

force and over a longer period of time.  

This concern about aerosols is why – whenever we do gath-

er again – we will refrain from singing for a time. I also an-

ticipate that our first in-person worship gatherings this 

summer will take place outdoors. These plans are still in 

development – stay tuned!  

As Zion leaders develop our Covid-19 Preparedness Plan, 

we will be working through a lengthy list of recommenda-

tions from church leaders and public health experts. Facility 

precautions will include things like propping open doors, 

rearranging furniture, and making supplies of hand sanitiz-

er and masks available. New hygiene precautions will in-

clude removing hymnals and “pew pocket” materials from 

the sanctuary, establishing new procedures for deep-

cleaning after worship and other gatherings, and exploring 

how our HVAC systems might maximize fresh air in the 

building. We will also need to refrain from serving food or 

beverages, for now.  

In other words, it will be some time before we can return 

to the comfortable familiarity of pre-pandemic worship.  

But we will still be the church! We will continue to worship 

and pray together – just in new  ways. We will continue to 

share fellowship – though it will mean skipping the hand-

shakes. We will continue to love our neighbors and share 

our resources – for just as there is an abundance of need, 

there will be an abundance of opportunities to serve.  

You are the church! And I am praying for you and your fami-

lies. As the impacts of this health crisis continue to unfold, 

may we all be protected in body, mind, and spirit, and filled 

with the abundant peace, hope, and love of God.  

Peace, Pastor Andrea 

*A helpful and readable overview of this risk is “The Risks - Know 

Them - Avoid Them” by Professor Erin Bromage of the University 

of Massachusetts Dartmouth. See https://

www.erinbromage.com/post/the-risks-know-them-avoid-them  

https://www.erinbromage.com/post/the-risks-know-them-avoid-them
https://www.erinbromage.com/post/the-risks-know-them-avoid-them
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All circle meetings  

continue to be on hold  

until further notice. 
  

 

Congratulations Zion 2020 

Spring Scholarship Winners! 

 

Congratulations to Ben Gilman and Tasia Jordan, 

our Zion Spring Scholarship Winners! Ben and  

Tasia will each receive a $300 check towards their 

college education costs.   

Zion offers scholarship opportunities twice a 

year, in spring and fall.  You must be in college to 

apply for this program.  High school seniors are 

not eligible to apply.  To learn more, or if you 

have questions, contact any member of the 

Scholarship Committee (Donna Roesch, Joyce 

Johnson, Jamie Christianson and Kristi Grind-

staff). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the guidelines in place, current activities 

are postponed until further notice. 

Please continue collecting the following:  

Pop tabs (donated to McDonalds) and cancelled 

stamps (donated to the American Legion Auxilia-

ry). The ZLCW collects used cards for St. Jude’s 

Ranch to be recycled/used to support programs 

for abused and homeless children. All kinds of 

cards are welcome – birthday, thank you, thinking 

of you, Christmas, sympathy, etc. The entire card 

must be submitted. Please note that the card can-

not be used if there is writing on the backside of 

the front of the card. Due to copyright laws,  we 

cannot accept: Hallmark, American Greeting and 

Disney. You may place any of the above items in 

the wooden box located in the narthex.  

We continue to support our elementary school 

through the collection of Box Tops for Education 

but the process has changed. BTE that are clipped 

from boxes are still accepted. However, if your 

purchase doesn’t have a coupon, but instead says, 

‘Scan Your Receipt,’ you’ll need to do the follow-

ing:  

Download the Box Tops for Education app and set 

up an account with your email and password.  En-

ter the zip code 56055 to find our school.  Select 

Lake Crystal Wellcome Elementary as the recipi-

ent. Scan the entire receipt with your smart 

phone camera.  (The app allows you to scan as 

many as necessary.) This must be done within 

14 days of purchase and the credit will automati-

cally be tracked to our school.   

Our elementary also collects HyVee receipts. 

HyVee gives a portion of all sales to the schools, 

up to a specific limit. Receipts must be dated 9-1

-2019 through 5-31-2020. Summer receipts are 

not accepted, but collection will resume when 

the 2020-2021 school year begins.  
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May 20, 2020 

Council Recaps 
  

 

Council Actions and Discussions: 

Line of Credit: The Council approved a recommenda-

tion from the Finance and Stewardship Ministry 

Team to pay down the line of credit to a balance of 

$0, due to the current positive cash position. 

New Drop Box: Building and Grounds Ministry Team 

will be installing a locked drop box outside next to 

the front doors, which will assist those trying to get 

offerings and documents to the church during times 

the office is closed. We will also be conducting the 

annual review of the roof with Schwickert's soon.  

Covid-19 discussion on Small Group Gatherings: The 

Council approved guidelines for small groups to 

meet and use of the church building during the cur-

rent guidance from the state. The guidelines will be 

posted at the church and mailed out to the congre-

gation. (See front of this newsletter for the text of 

these guidelines) 

Covid-19 discussion on worship: The consensus con-

tinues to be that Zion will follow guidance from 

MDH and the Synod. Currently working on plans for 

smaller, possibly outdoor, worship services as things 

begin to open up. 

 

**Zion Summer Office Hours: 

June 1—August 31 

Monday:  8 am—2:30 pm 

Tuesday:  8 am—12:00 noon 

Wednesday:  8 am—2:30 pm 

Thursday:  8 am—2:30 pm 

Friday:  Office is closed. 

Save the dates August 2-6 for 

Vacation Bible School! 

Watch for more information as   

decisions are made as to the best 

way to make this happen while  

keeping everyone safe.   

Need to drop off something at church? The building is now open during our regular office hours. 

Please use the table provided at the front door to pick up or drop off materials for the Church 

Office and staff. In order to limit traffic and protect our staff, the Church Office Suite will remain 

closed to visitors. All visitors in the church building are expected to wear masks or other face 

coverings. 

Outdoor Church  

Clean Up  

will be held in June.   A date 

has not yet been set, so 

please watch the bulletin for 

more information.  
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 Food Drive for Sharing Shelf 

Thank you to everyone who donated toward Zion’s  

special food drive on May 4 and 5. Food donated 

was given  to the Lake Crystal Sharing Shelf at the 

First Baptist  Church. Eighteen families donated food 

and six families donated cash in the amount  

of $455.  Ron Teigen, Jay Spencer and Rod Isebrand 

helped collect the food. Thank you to all who con-

tributed! 

In addition,  Thrivent Financial provided a $250 Ac-

tion Team Grant, which will be used to purchase 

USDA meats in the near future.   

Lake Crystal Sharing Shelf needs for June include 

cereal, fruit, tomatoes and tomato sauce.  Food   

donations can continue to be dropped off at Kevin's 

IGA. 

Social Ministry   

 

Special thanks to everyone who donated a total 

of $170 (as of 5/19/20) toward our Caring Coins 

designees for May. With regular worship sus-

pended, we were unsure of how donations 

might work and it’s heartwarming to know that 

our congregation continues to support the 

needs of others in our area. May donations will 

continue to be collected through May 31, at 

which time the total dollars will be divided be-

tween Partners for Affordable Housing (April’s 

Caring Coins designee, since no April offering 

was collected), and CADA (May’s designee). 

Caring Coins will be collected throughout the 

month of June, with all gifts benefiting Cross-

roads Campus Ministry. Once again, we’ll follow 

these guidelines: 

 Donations for Caring Coins will be accepted 

during the entire month of June.  

 Caring Coins gifts can be given at any time in 

the month along with your regular offering, 

but specific gifts to Caring Coins gifts should 

be noted so that our weekly counters are 

aware of your request. 

 Gifts can be given by check, cash or through 

regular eGiving options (online or the Give+ 

app). 

Blessings to you for your continued generosity 

and kindness toward those in need during these 

challenging times! 

    2020 Senior Quilts 

Made by Zion Quilters 
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Members: 

James Abbott 

Norma Abbott 

Tim & Barb Anderson 

Aaron & Heidi Bartelt 

Kent & Sandra Beecher 

Loren & Linda Beecher 

Chad & Shawna Brandts 

Terry & Vicky Chesney 

Don & Lois Davis 

Frieda Deopere 

Pat & Susan Gengler 

Seth & Leesa Gilman 

John & Kari Gustafson 

Dustin & Angie-Knutson Icks 

Tony & Laurie Jacobs 

Travis & Alisha Jordan 

Arlen & Judy Karau 

Scott Larson 

Dorothy Maurer 

Mike & Jody Maurer 

Sheldon & Holly Meyer 

Chris & April Neal 

Jim & Tracy Nickels 

Tim & Judi Olson 

Ray & Donna Roesch 

Jerome Sandstrom 

Myron & Cheryl Sandstrom 

Norm Sieling 

Scott & Donna Spencer 

Judi Thiesse 

Jennifer Zumwalt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet Atkinson 

Kay Carlson 

Lois Davis 

Jim Ellis 

David Gilman 

Sara Halvorson 

Tammy Sweet 

Cindy Jacques 

Blaine Jacques 

Olive Jacques-Dewar 

Patty Lee 

 

Barbara McDonald 

Greg Miller 

Amy Montgomery 

Joyce Roberts 

Donna Roesch 

Ray Roesch 

Barb Sorensen 

Ken Sorensen 

Jon Stordahl 

Andy Teigen 

Howard Ward 

NOTE: Because of the present 

uncertainty about plans for in

-person worship in June, we 

did not develop a full Action 

Team schedule for the 

month.  

As needs arise for online wor-

ship contributors or the re-

sumption of in-person ser-

vices, Action Team members will be asked for 

their assistance!  

June Team 1 Leaders: 

Marsha & Gus Larson (726-2796) 

Pastoral Acts in May 

Funeral: Ginny Midthun (May 14, 2020)   

Corey & Candice Burnett 

Mark & Sandy Friday 

Mike & Cheri Herbst 

Steve & Val Laborde 

Mike and Jody Maurer 

Greg & Cindy Miller 

Ryan and Danielle Mueller 

Tim & Judy Olson 

Joyce & Jim Roberts 

Myron & Cheryl Sandstrom 

Mike & Heidi Thompson 

Jay & Sheryl Utter 

Howard & Mary Ward 

Scott & Jennifer Winters 



8 



9 

May 13, 2020  

Dear church,  

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

During the uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic, I 

am encouraged by your resilience and creativity in 

our witness to the life, death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. I am also inspired by your generosity. 

Through the ELCA COVID-19 Response Fund and 

our Daily Bread grants, we are providing critical 

support to struggling yet vital ministries across this 

church. Through Lutheran Disaster Response Inter-

national we have intensified our accompaniment of 

global partners. We are church together.  

This is a trying time for us all. At the same time, we 

know that a disproportionate burden of illness, 

death, discrimination and harassment falls on com-

munities of color. This pandemic has exacerbated 

racism and racial inequities deeply entrenched in 

society and across the church. We see this in the 

growing anti-Asian racism and the disproportionate 

number of deaths in black, American Indian and 

Latinx communities. I have been learning from the 

leaders of the ELCA’s ethnic associations how the 

data we see on the news is experienced in real life. 

I have listened to leaders of color share the impact 

of this pandemic on their communities — on their 

lives and on their ministries. These stories are diffi-

cult but important, so we are launching a special 

series on LivingLutheran.org to lift up these voices 

for us all to hear. We also seek to ensure that our 

COVID-19 response more effectively tends to the 

realities of racism and racial inequality. We are 

church together.  

Recently, in cities across this country, we have seen 

horrifying anti-Semitic and white supremacist mes-

sages displayed during public protests against gov-

ernment orders that are intended to protect lives. 

No matter our politics or opinions about our elect-

ed leaders and their policies, all of us must come 

together on the basis of our church’s commitments 

to condemn racism against indigenous people and 

people of color, white supremacy, sexism, and anti-

Semitism whenever they occur. Whether our 

churches and communities are racially diverse or 

predominantly white, our work for racial and eco-

nomic justice for all people is work for all of us. We 

are church together.  

Just as God has joined us to the death and resurrec-

tion of Jesus Christ in baptism, we are joined to 

each other. Paul helps us to understand this by 

speaking of the one body of Christ, with many 

members. While this is always true, perhaps we 

feel it more acutely in this time of physical distanc-

ing. In our longing to be church together, let us be 

even more intentional in sharing with each other, 

easing each other’s burdens, consoling each other 

in our fear and grief, condemning what is contrary 

to the gospel and living out our baptismal covenant 

“to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.”  

In partnership,  
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton Presiding Bishop, ELCA  
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Church Office e-mail: 
zioninfo@zionluthlakecrystal.org 

pastor@zionluthlakecrystal.org 

Church website: 
www. zionluthlakecrystal.org 

Sunday Morning 
9:00 a.m. Livestreamed  

on Zion’s Facebook 
 

Listen to sermons at www. 
zionluthlakecrystal.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday (8-4)  

Tuesday (8-12)  

Wednesday (8-4)    

Thursday (8-4) 

The Office is closed Friday. 

Phone: 507-726-2849 

Our Mission Statement 

“To Make Jesus Known to All in 

Our Words and Actions!” 

Zion Lutheran Church 

211 East Robinson Street 

Lake Crystal, MN 56055 

Pastor 

Rev. Andrea Myers 

 

Office Manager 

Mary Gilman 

 

Choir Director 

Linda Isebrand 

 

Organist 

Sheldon Meyer 

 

SonRise 

Myron Sandstrom 

Mark Friday 

Mike Thompson 

Clarence (Clyde) Thompson 

 

Custodians 

Bob and Barb McDonald 


