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Join us for Dinner Church 

Our mid-week worship service called Dinner Church continues 

in July and August. This casual, come-as-you-are gathering 

icentered in the promise that Jesus is made known to us in 

the breaking of the bread. Dinner church will take place on 

the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month:  

July 10 & 24 

August 14  

Join us in the Fellowship Hall for a light supper at 5:30 PM 

(free will offering), then stay for a brief service of Holy Com-

munion beginning at 6:00 PM.  Special activities will be pro-

vided for younger children during the message.  

JULY 
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“Summer Brain Drain” is a 

concern for parents and 

teachers alike. According to a 

program at Johns Hopkins 

University, when kids aren’t 

engaged in summer learning, 

they risk losing “the equivalent of two months’ 

worth of grade-level math and reading skills”. 

(National Center for Summer Learning). 

I’ve been pondering how we might find ourselves 

experiencing a church equivalent of “summer brain 

drain.”  

It’s no accident that the liturgical color for these Sun-

days after Pentecost is green. This is a season for 

growing as disciples of Jesus Christ as we put down 

spiritual roots, and “leaf out” into new questions 

and prayer practices that draw us closer to the Sun 

(and the Son).  

Yet, these summer months naturally bring disruption 

to our regular patterns for church worship and pray-

er. Opportunities for cabin time, family reunions, and 

vacation trips during school breaks are precious, and 

not to be missed!  

If weekly worship is our primary opportunity for 

hearing scripture and having our faith fed, we can 

experience a sort of spirit drain (as well as brain 

drain). We can feel less connected with our church 

family, too.  

So, how might you intentionally engage in summer 

learning and grow in faith this summer?  

Here are a few ideas to consider: 

1) Worship on Vacation! Look for a local congrega-

tion near your cabin or vacation spot. One easy 

way to do this is the “Find a Congregation” tool 

on the ELCA’s website: www.elca.org. 

2) Travel with the Zion Sermon Podcast: Use your 

smartphone’s Podcast app to locate the “Zion 

Lake Crystal Sermons” podcast, and you’ll be 

able to hear the gospel reading and sermon for 

each week’s worship service.  

3) Pray and read scripture daily, using a devotional 

you’re already comfortable with or try a new re-

source. Print copies of  Christ in our Home 

(available at church) are easily packed, or you 

might consider an online devotional like d365 De-

votions (www.d365.org) or God Pause 

(www.luthersem.edu/godpause).  

4) Join us for Dinner Church July 10, 24 and August 

14. These informal services on Wednesdays are a 

wonderful way to worship and connect with your 

church family.  

Whenever your are able, please do join us for Sunday 

worship this summer! Throughout this season, our 

weekly readings from the gospel of Luke will guide 

us through Jesus’ ministry of healing and teaching,  

from parables like the Good Samaritan to his lessons 

on prayer. We will also be reading from the apostle 

Paul’s letters to the churches he planted in Galatia 

and Colossia, in which he instructs the people on the 

meaning of the gospel and what it means for us to 

follow Jesus.  

The theme of this season of growth can be summed 

up in one central question: “What does Christian 

discipleship look like in our daily lives?” We’ll be ex-

ploring how our daily spiritual habits form us as fol-

lowers of Jesus, and equip us to share his love with 

the world and our neighbor.  

During these busy days of summer, I invite you to 

consider the spiritual habits that are part of your dai-

ly life. Where our regular schedules are disrupted, 

we find a wonderful opportunity to experiment with 

new habits, new ways to grow in relationship with 

God, and new ways for God to nurture our spiritual 

roots! 

Peace, Pastor Andrea 
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Newsletter Input Due Date: 

August newsletter input is due  

by Tuesday, July 23. 

 

Community VBS: August 4-8 

Registration Now Open!  

At Roar, kids in grades preK-5 (Fall 2019) will 

explore God’s goodness and celebrate a fero-

cious faith that powers them through this wild 

life. Preschool/preK students (age 3+) are in-

vited to join us in the Little Paws Preschool for 

a VBS experience designed especially for our 

little learners!  

Dates:  Sunday, August 4  

 through Thursday, August 8 

Location:  Zion Lutheran Church 

Time:  Sunday 5:30-8pm 

 Mon-Thurs 6-8pm 

Cost:  FREE 

Online Pre-registration through July 31 using 

the link at www.zionluthlakecrystal.org; walk-

ins also welcome!  

Help us spread the word about Community 

VBS by sharing the Facebook event or regis-

tration link with your local friends!  

If you’re an older youth or adult that loves 

kids, and wants to help them learn about Je-

sus’ love for them, we hope you’ll sign up to 

serve as a VBS volunteer. Youth (grades 6-12 in 

Fall 2019) and adults can also use the online 

registration form to sign up as volunteers and 

helpers.  

Volunteers serve 5:30-8 pm each evening, and 

will learn everything they need to know dur-

ing “VBS Bootcamp” (date and time TBA). 

 

 

July Hymn of the Month 

This summer, our worship services feature a “Hymn 

of the Month.” These songs are relatively new to 

Zion, and the hope is that repeating them a few 

Sundays in a row will help our congregation learn 

them well. You may even discover a new favorite! 

Our July hymn is “You Have Come Down to the 

Lakeshore” (ELW 817), by Cesáreo Gabaráin (1936-

1991) , a Roman Catholic composer of hymns and 

liturgy from Spain.   

Originally composed in Spanish and known as Pesca-

dor de Hombres (Fisher of Men), the hymn is based 

on the parallel accounts from the gospels of Mat-

thew, Mark, and Luke, of Jesus calling fishermen to 

be his first disciples. The lyrics capture the willing-

ness of these disciples to give up everything to obe-

diently answer Jesus’ call to seek “other seas” with 

him. The hymn invites us into the same spirit of hu-

mility and commitment as we answer Jesus’ call to 

follow him today.  

According to Dr. C. Michael Hawn,* the hymn has 

been translated into more than 80 languages. The 

article further reports, “Gabaráin’s obituary noted 

that he ‘would simply smile’ when guides in Pales-

tine boasted that ‘Pescador de Hombres’ was com-

posed along the shores of Lake Tiberias, when, in 

fact, it was written in Madrid. Gabaráin, himself, 

knew the lake well as he frequently accompanied 

groups of pilgrims to the Holy Land.” 

*Source: C. Michael Hawn, “History of Hymns: Priest bases 

hymn on call to be ‘fishers of men,’” The United Methodist Re-

porter, June 12, 2013, access online. 
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No  

Circle or 

Board Meetings 

the Month of  July! 

Enjoy the break. 

 
The ZLCW Board w0uld like to thank everyone who donated food, worked at or attended the Picnic and 
Band Social on June 5. We greatly appreciate your support of the Community Band and our organization. 
 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 12, the date of our Tour of Tables. We will be looking for ta-
ble decorators. If interested, please be thinking of what you might like to do.  More details to follow in 
upcoming newsletters. 

Update to Composting  
and Recycling 

Members of the Green Team hope to have well-
marked containers available later this year. For 
now, a list of items that can be recycled or com-
posted is placed by each of the disposal areas. If 
you’re unfamiliar with what goes where or have 
questions, please check out the list first. If you’re 
still in doubt, throw it away. Please remember that 
plastic bags, wrapping, etc., are never recyclable or 
compostable in the kitchen or narthex areas. Plas-
tic gloves used in food prep should go in the gar-
bage and items such as paper towels or tissues can 
be composted in the bins with green liners. Thanks 
for taking a few additional moments to help dis-
pose of items appropriately.  

 
Prayer Shawls 

Thank you to those who continue to bless others 
with a prayer shawl. New items are now available 
for those who are looking for a gift to someone 
dear to them.  
 

 

Project Promise 
During a spring Family Of Faith Event, Sunday 
school children and adult volunteers assembled 
additional school kits. Using the remaining dollars 
from Project Promise, more items were purchased 
so that all personal care kits could also be complet-
ed. All of these items will be shipped to Lutheran 
World Relief. The total items include 46 school kits 
and 33 personal care kits, 6 of which were donated 
by Miriam Circle.  

 
Little Dresses for Africa 

Some of our members  have been busy sewing pil-
lowcase dresses, which are quick and easy to make 
and require nothing more than a sewing machine 
and basic seamstress skills. Supplies and patterns 
are available in the narthex and completed dresses 
can be hung on the coat rack for shipment later 
this year.  
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West Virginia Mission Trip 

Those who invested in the West Virginia 

Mission Trip by purchasing trip shares are 

invited to join us for the: 

Shareholder Meeting and Brunch  

Sunday, July 14, 10:15 AM 

RSVP to the Church office by July 9 

Following the meal, the returns on  

your investment will be seen through the 

stories and pictures presented by partici-

pating youth. 

Prayer Request 

It’s nearly here! The following youth and 

adults will depart for West Virginia July 6 

and returnJuly 13. Please pray for their 

safety, and for hearts open to serving 

and growing in faith and relationship 

with Jesus Christ: 

Logan Anderson 

Cassie Carlson 

Lauren Cooper 

Clara Gilman 

Maya Jones 

Kaitlyn Stromswold 

Abby Teigen 

Pastor Andrea Myers 

Pastor Ronald Myers 

Mission: Mankato 

July 28-31 

Sign up today for this LOCAL mission trip! 

Who: Rising 7th-12th graders 

What: A local mission event being led by the youth of seven 

Mankato-area ELCA congregations. We will do service 

projects in the Lake Crystal, Mankato, and Eagle Lake 

communities.  

When: Begins Sunday, July 28th with an evening orienta-

tion/welcome. Continues Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday as youth do service projects during the day, 

and spend the evenings at pools and lakes in the area. 

On Monday night we will stay at Zion, and on Tuesday 

night we will stay at a church in Mankato.  

Cost: $25 

Registration was due June 30th.  Please contact Marrett 

to see if space is still available.  

Adults Leaders needed: We will need several adult or par-

ent volunteers during the day to work with the youth 

and provide transportation, and to stay overnight on 

Monday/Tuesday night.  

If you are interested in volunteering or have questions about 

Mission: Mankato, contact Marrett Broady Grund:  

youth@zionluthlakecrystal.org or 507-351-9618. 

Join the Fun  

at Community VBS  

Wanted: Youth in grades 6+ to serve as Crew Leaders and  

Assistant Station Leaders for VBS August 4-8. See page 3 for 

details. Sign up using the VBS Registration link on the church 

website.  
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Bible Quiz 

At the burning bush, Moses asks God’s name. What is God’s answer?  

A. The Lord  

B. I AM  

C. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob  

D. All of the above  

 

Answer: See Page 7  

KiDs   

PaGe 
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Caring Coins  
Social Ministry would like to thank those who con-
tributed to our June Caring Coins when $213.27 was 
received for the American Red Cross. To date, Zion’s 
members have donated a total of $1,634.86 to our 
Caring Coins’ recipients.  
 
July’s Caring Coins will be given to the Crossroads 
Campus Ministry, where they are in the process of 
replacing the roof of their building. In speaking to a 
representative, they expressed their sincere appre-
ciation for the additional support from our congre-
gation. Thank you in advance for your gifts, which 
will be collected on July 14.  
 

Sharing Shelf 
Each month a volunteer from Zion 

delivers our food offerings to the 

Sharing Shelf. Many thanks to Dar-

lene Halvorson for volunteering in 

June.  Our July volunteer is Marsha 

Larson.  July needs include tomato and chicken 

noodle soup, chili, beef stew, brownie mix, tuna, 

ketchup, mayonnaise, and toilet paper.  Be  sure to 

check code dates to insure donated foods have not 

expired.  Note: many kids are fixing their own 

lunches in the summer so kid-friendly foods are re-

ally needed now. The Sharing Shelf is located at the 

First Baptist Church, 312 South Oakland Street.  

Hours are Wednesday evening from 6:00-6:30 p.m.  

    

  

     Blood Drive 
Zion Lutheran Church will be  
hosting a blood drive on Mon-
day, July 22 in the Fellowship 
Hall.   Donation times are from 
noon until 5:00 p.m.  New blood 
donors are needed every day to 
save the lives of patients who depend on the gener-
osity of volunteer donors.   
 

 
Bible Quiz Answer:  D (Exodus 3:14-15) 

Help Us Collect Contact  

Details for Adult Children  

Zion currently has a number of adult members 
who are still listed as part of their parents’ 
household.  

This summer, we are working to collect contact 
information for these “adult children” so that 
we can shift them into their own household in 
our database. This will allow us to communicate 
with them directly through newsletters and oth-
er mailings.  

If you have adult children listed as part of your 
Zion household, please contact the church office 
or a member of our Membership & Outreach 
Ministry Team (Doug Winter, Lisa Barden and 
Kristee Richards), so that we can update our 
records with their new contact details.  

Depending on the circumstances, we can shift 
adult children to their own household, provide a 
letter of transfer to another congregation, or 
place them on “Inactive” status.  

If you have any questions regarding these mem-
bership updates, please contact a member of 
the Membership & Outreach team, which is re-
sponsible for periodically reviewing and updat-
ing our membership records.  

        Thank you  
         to those who created nearly 30 
         Knits for Kids sweaters. These 
         lovely sweaters will be shipped 
         very soon to be donated to  
         needy youngsters in America 
         and around the world. Knits for 
         Kids continues to appreciate 
these sweaters but is currently requesting addi-
tional items, including blankets, caps and mit-
tens. A variety of patterns is available in the 
church narthex for these treasures that can be 
crocheted or knitted. Completed items should 
be returned to the same area of the narthex. 
Although you may have other patterns, Knits 
for Kits prefers you use the patterns provided. 
These smaller items are quick to make and 
might be preferable during the summer 
months. Please check out the display! 
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orship, Music and Adult Ed: Most discussion were 

around planning for the first Dinner Church on June 

12th.  Approximately 30 people were in attendance. 

Planning to set up the sign and get more posters up 

before the next session on June 26th. Also recapped 

the Communion workshop on May 19th. Feedback 

has been good so far, some first Communion cele-

brations are planned. 

 

Council Actions & Discussions: 

 Approval to reduce the Building Fund balance 

cushion by $4,000 (From $12,000 down to 

$8,000). 

 Approval to appoint Kristee Richards to fill the 

open seat on the Membership and Outreach Min-

istry Team. Discussion on working with the nomi-

nating committee to fill the remaining seat on the 

Finance and Stewardship Ministry Team was 

held.  

 Discussion was held regarding building a Young 

Children Outreach Program, for children 0-3 years 

old. Families would receive books when baptized, 

then keeping those families connected though a 

newsletter for families, then when the child be-

gins Sunday School, they will receive a Spark Bi-

ble. 

 

 

         June   

                        Meeting  

         Highlights   

Finance and Stewardship: Conversations centered 

on Memorial Fund and Special Project Fund Ac-

counts; additional research will take place to deter-

mine amount available for discretionary spending. 

Also, discussions in regard to a special appeal for 

reduction of the line of credit, and will be looking 

into a program to offer some challenge gifts to re-

duce the credit amount. 

Social Ministry: Caring Coins gifts totaled $213.27 in 

June, and were designated for the American Red 

Cross. Gifts thus far this year have totaled $1,634.86. 

July’s Caring Coins recipient is the Campus Kitchen 

at Crossroads Campus Ministry. 

Membership & Outreach: Continued discussions 

and planning for a mentoring program for our new 

members. Also talked about a follow up phone call 

from our board to new members to further wel-

come them to the congregation and to answer any 

questions they may have. Twenty Five Moon Dogs 

Faith Night tickets have been ordered. 

Building and Grounds: Thank you to those that 

helped during the Spring Clean-up day! Also, the re-

mainder of the fascia and spouting work was sched-

uled for mid-June. The team will continue to do 

building assessments and to project pending issues 

before they become problems. 

Youth Ministry: The positions of SS Superintendent, 

SS Music Coordinator and SS Christmas Program Co-

ordinator remain unfilled. Pastor Andrea had 13 chil-

dren attend the Communion Workshop in May. The 

workshop went well and will considering offering it 

every other year. Marrett is working on a fellowship 

activing on June 23rd and also working on a budget 

proposal to implement the youth room renovations, 

including painting and furniture. Also, he is working 

with other area churches on Mission: Mankato. 
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Happy July 

Birthdays! 
Rowan Antony 

Emily Beckmann 

Shawna Brandts 

Bailey Burnett 

Cassandra Carlson 

Owen Cooper 

Tyson Dostal 

Riley Erickson 

Charlotte Fjeldberg 

Croy Friday 

Samuel Gengler 

Charles Gengler 

Jackie Graham 

Kathi Greenough 

Jeremiah Hartman 

Linda Hauge 

Dave Hoffer 

Parker Hoffer 

Lonnie Honstad 

Hudson Icks 

Linda Isebrand  

Bradly Isebrand 

Erik Jacobs 

Tony Jacobs 

Lisa Johnson 

Tasia Jordan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt Lantz 

Marsha Larson 

BJ Larson-Kittleson 

Eric Lee 

Steve Marshall 

Jeanine McDonald 

Verone Nelson 

Bobbie Nuytten 

Derek Olson 

Chance Pockrandt 

Bill Richmond 

Jerome Sandstrom 

Dorene (Dee) Spencer 

Abigail Stromswold 

Isaac Thompson 

Connor Thormodsgard 

Paula Tibbetts 

Jake Trnka 

Jay Utter 

Sarah VanRyswyk 

Joyce Vee 

Adam Ward 

July (Team 4) 

Leaders:   

Matt & Cheryl Lantz 

Brent & Susan Anderson 

Luanne Anderson 

Phil Bachman 

Jennifer Baumgartner 

Corey & Candice Burnett 

Jeff & Carol Dunker 

Barb Feder 

Kylie Feder 

Theresa Glaubitz 

Mary Goodrich 

Nancy Hanson & Lonnie  

       Honstad 

Andrey & Dawn Hartman 

Brian & Heather Isebrand 

Joyce Johnson 

Richard & Dawn Kottke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Langer 

Fred & Diana Lantz 

Greg & Cindy Miller 

Lorraine Miller 

Lance & Chelsey Oachs 

Dee &  Mary Pendergast 

Randy & Angie Rustman 

Ardis Schmidt 

Tim & Melanie Smith 

Matt Strum 

Mike & Heidi Thompson 

Jay & Sheryl Utter 

Happy July 

Anniversaries: 
Tom & Kayla Caven 

Scott & Nancy Ellanson 

Pete & Kelle Goeringer 

Matt & Tammi Greenough 

John & Kari Gustafson 

Bob & Linda Hauge 

Lowell & Linda Heydt 

Dustin Icks & Angie  

       Knutson-Icks 

Deb Richmond & Don 

       Johnson 

Christopher & Michele  

       Kennedy 

Dee & Mary Pendergast 

Don & Byrene Schmidt 

Tim & Melanie Smith 

Patricia & Mike Thompson 

Clarence & Boni Thompson 

Zion needs a Sunday 

School Coordinator and  

a Sunday School Music 

Leader  for the upcoming 

year.  If this is something 

you can do, please see  

Pastor Andrea.   Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forty Six Quilts were taken to Lutheran World 

Relief on Monday, June 24.  These quilts were 

made by the Zion Mission Circle Group.   

The Mission Circle Group meets every Tuesday.  

Quilts are generally sent out twice a year.  Quilts 

are also given to graduating seniors.  The group 

is always in need of material, and clean used 

blankets or sheets.   
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Office Hours Reminder:   

    June 1-August 31 

Mon, Wed, Thurs: 8 am-2:30 pm 

Tues: 8 am-12:00 noon 

Fri:  Office is closed 

Pastor Andrea is usually available in the office 

on Mondays and Wednesdays 11 am-4 pm or by 

appointment.  726-2849 or 507-402-1114. 

 

New Name,  

Same eGiving Convenience 

Electronic giving at Zion has a new name! 

The program previously known as “Simply Giving” 

is now called GivePlus. Our partnership with 

GivePlus allows you to support the ministries you 

value through several convenient and flexible elec-

tronic giving options. If you are travelling this sum-

mer, please consider utilizing one of these GivePlus 

giving options: 

Electronic Bank Draft: Visit the “Giving” section of 

Zion’s website to set up a one-time or recurring 

gift from your bank account or credit card. By set-

ting up your own GivePlus login, you will have easy 

access to update or change your giving prefer-

ences in the future.  

Smartphone App: Download the free “GivePlus 

Church” app from the App Store or Google Play. 

Then, simply make donations directly from your 

smartphone using your debit/credit card or check-

ing/savings account. Direct your gift to General 

Offering, or a special fund like Caring Coins! 

If you have questions about GivePlus, please con-

tact the church office. Thank you for your giving! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Introducing SE MN Synod 

Bishop-Elect Regina Hassanally 

CHICAGO – The Rev. Regina M. Hassanally, Good-

hue, Minn., was elected June 1 to serve a six-year 

term as bishop of the Southeastern Minnesota 

Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA). The election took place during 

the synod assembly, held May 31 – June 1 at the 

Mayo Civic Center in Rochester, Minn. 

Hassanally was elected 

on the fifth ballot, with 

237 votes. The Rev. Emi-

ly Carson, the synod's 

director of communica-

tions, received 206. 

The bishop-elect has 

served as pastor of St. 

Luke Lutheran Church 

in Goodhue since 2012, 

and as director of shared ministry at St. John's 

Lutheran Church in Northfield, Minn., from 2008 

to 2012. 

Hassanally received her Bachelor of Arts in biolo-

gy–health professions from Northwestern Col-

lege in Orange City, Iowa, in 2005, and her Mas-

ter of Divinity degree from Palmer Theological 

Seminary in Wynnewood, Pa., in 2008. Her Lu-

theran year was spent at Luther Seminary in St. 

Paul, Minn., in 2011. Luther is one of seven ELCA 

seminaries. 
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Sunday Morning 
9:00 a.m. Worship 

Communion 1st & 3rd  
Sunday of the Month 

 

No Sunday School during  
summer months 

 

Listen to sermons at 
www.zionluthlakecrystal.org 

 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS: 

June, July & August 
Monday (8-2:30)  

Tuesday (8-12)  

Wednesday (8-2:30)    

Thursday (8-2:30) 
The Office is closed on Fridays. 

Phone: 507-726-2849 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Church Office e-mail: 

zioninfo@zionluthlakecrystal.org 

pastor@zionluthlakecrystal.org 

 

Church website: 

www. zionluthlakecrystal.org 
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