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Zion Annual Meeting
January 26, 2020 at 10:15 a.m.
Please plan to attend the Annual Meeting
on Sunday, January 26, 2020 at 10:15 a.m.
in the Sanctuary.
The purpose of this meeting is to review
2019, elect new leaders for 2020, and to
approve our 2020 ministry budget. Everyone is invited to attend!
Annual Meeting Timeline:
January 6: Agenda deadline and all
reports are due.
January 19: Annual report, agenda and
budget information available in the Narthex.
January 26: Ballots will be distributed
following the church service, during the
meeting.

See page 2 for an introduction to our
2020 Ministry Theme!

Third Grade Bible Presentation
Sunday, January 5, 2020
Following a long-standing Zion tradition,
each 3rd grader will be presented with
their own Bible in worship on January 5, as
a gift from the Zion Lutheran Church Women (ZLCW). Students and their parents will
then be participating in a 3-week class with
Pastor Andrea called “Welcome to the Bible.” This class will meet January 5, 12, and
19 during Sunday School.

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

of congregational life. Such disciplines must be expressed
in forms ordinary members can practice in daily life
throughout the week as they discern and join God’s leading in their neighborhoods and spheres of influence.

This year, we’re going “Back to Basics.”

What does it mean to live as Christians in the 21st Century?
How does the gospel of Jesus Christ transform us for lives of
As you consider your hopes and resolutions for the year
purpose in the present, and hope for the future?
ahead, reflect on your life as a Christian, too. What daily
This “Back to Basics” theme emerged faith practices are already in place in your life? How are they
during a series of conversations with feeding you? Where are you yearning for a deeper connection
the Church Council this fall. I had
with God? Where might a new faith practice help you in that?
shared with them an article titled “Will
I invite you to pray through questions like these using the
the ELCA Be Gone in 30 Years?” The
finger labyrinth printed below. Walking a labyrinth is an old
answer is no—at least not in a form
tradition that helps us to slow down and mindfully focus on
we would recognize. That’s no surhow God is speaking to us.
prise. As our culture shifts in a more
secular direction, churches are in numerical decline across
Begin with 4-5 slow, deep breaths to center yourself in the
many denominations. While many people still yearn for a life present. Then, using a finger to trace the path into the labythat is spiritually grounded, church attendance and participa- rinth, talk to God about where you find yourself on your spirtion now feel optional.
itual journey right now. When you reach the center, rest in
the assurance of God’s loving presence. As you exit again,
This emerging reality brings a sense of grief, as we come to
ask God to reveal how you might get “Back to Basics” in life
terms with how the changes in our community and culture
and faith this year.
will inevitably change the way that churches like Zion live
and work in the future. Yet we do not despair!
Then, let’s talk about how your church family and your pastor can accompany you in that journey!
The gospel of Jesus Christ has been proclaimed for nearly
2,000 years, and the institutional church has ALWAYS been
Happy New Year! Pastor Andrea
changing. From simple house churches in
the book of Acts to great Medieval Cathedrals, from Pilgrim Meeting Houses to
white clapboard churches on the frontier,
the institutional shape of the church has
evolved in response to the world around
it. Our institutional identity is transforming once again, yet the gospel of Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday, today, and
forever!
I am convinced that our present time of
change calls us into a renewed commitment to the daily personal practices of
Christian faith. God is inviting us to dive
deeper into the heart of Christian life: relationship with Jesus that is lived each
day, not just within the walls of the
church. Professor Dwight Zscheille puts it
this way:
We need to rediscover and reclaim the
simple practices that Christians have
always done—prayer, scripture study,
service, reconciliation, Sabbath, hospitality, etc.—and make these the center
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Social Ministry
Social Ministry wishes to acknowledge the generosity of Zion’s members throughout 2019. In December
our Caring Coins donations totaled $241.00 and
were given to the Lake Crystal Ministerial Association. The total gifts for 2019 were $3,000.62, exceeding those received in 2018, when gifts totaled
$2,902.66. Thank you to all who continually and so
graciously provide your financial support to needy
organizations.

December Council
Recap
December 18, 2019
Finance and Stewardship: Currently, $6,000 has
been collected towards reducing the line of credit,
with hopes of having more by the end of December.
Building and Grounds: New LED light bulbs have
been installed in the sanctuary. The lights came in
under budget and a CIP refund will be given by the
city. The excess funds that were contributed to the
project will be applied to the Line of Credit.

The Social Ministry Team has designated Wellcome
Manor Family Services as the recipient for January’s
Caring Coins, scheduled for Sunday, January 12.
WMFC is a haven where women come with their
children to recover from dug and alcohol addiction.
Many of the families who come to Wellcome Manor
have very little in the way of possessions and our
donations help support the needs of children, especially for the purchase of diapers, wipes, bottles and
formula. The staff at WMFS thanks our congregation in advance for their continued generosity and
support toward their clients. Since 2016, our congregation has provided $960.39 in gifts to this local facility.

Youth Ministry: A successful Sunday School Program took place on December 15th. They are still
looking for more teacher volunteers for Winter
2020 and Spring 2020. Pastor is starting monthly
youth nights until a Youth Coordinator is hired.
Worship, Music and Adult Education: The Lenten
Worship Theme for 2020 will again be faith stories
from members.
Social Ministry: 2019 Caring Coins totaled $3,000.62!
We are grateful for the generosity of our congregation in supporting our Caring Coins recipients.

Food for Friends
If you are one of the many members who continue
to support Food for Friends by helping to prepare
and serve the meal, please note these two dates in
your calendar: March 28 and October 24, when Zion
will serve guests at the Salvation Army.

Council Actions Taken:
2020 Proposed Budget: After discussion from the
Council, the 2020 proposed budget was approved
Stewardship Appeal Update: There have been 99
statements of intent returned, with a goal of 125. At
this point, it is looking like pledge giving has increased over last year. Also, there have been 9 new
families signed up for eGiving, with a goal of 10.

Knits for Kids/
Little Dresses for Africa
In late December, 7 sweaters and 13 knitted caps
were shipped to Knits for Kids; an earlier shipment
contained 28 sweaters. Supplies and directions for
either of these ministries are always available in the
narthex and our members (or those outside the
congregation who enjoy knitting or crocheting), are
encourages to help themselves at any time. Items
can be left at the church whenever they are completed.

Youth Coordinator Job Descriptions: On recommendation from the Youth Ministry Team, an updated
Youth Ministry Coordinator job description was approved. Updates were made to education requirements (so that a college student could apply), how
overtime will be handled, and shifting some hours
away from worship attendance and into communications and task planning.

3

January 8
Miriam Circle
Hostess: Joyce Johnson
Bible study: Joyce Johnson

2:00 p.m.

Rebecca Circle
Hostess: Rhonda Teigen
Bible study: Diane Sandstrom

7:00 p.m.

January 21
ZLCW Board Meeting

2:30 p.m.

January 28
Bible Study for Leaders

5:30 p.m.

On behalf of the Board we wish all our members a Happy New Year. This year Gail Peterson will be joining the Board in the position of Vice President. Thank you, not only Gail but all the other members who
are continuing in their current position. The gift of their time, talents and experience help the ZLCW run
smoothly. Once again in 2020 we will plan our two major fundraising events: the Spring garage sale (May
8 & 9) and the Tour of Tables scheduled for October 10th. Through these events we are able to cover our
overall budget, including scholarships for seniors and camperships for the youth attending Bible Camps.
Thank you to all our women for their dedication. It is because of you we can continue “to make Jesus
known to all in our words and actions.”
The next board meeting will be on January 21, 2020.
Sally D. Bottin
ZLCW President

Dwelling in the Word Bible Study: Expanding Soon!
Do you wish you felt better equipped for reading the enced the joy of noticing something new in familiar
Bible?
stories, discovered the power of a good question,
Are you interested in a Bible Study that will help you and received the consolation that comes through
praying together.
listen to scripture in a new way?
To open up this Bible Study opportunity to more
of our members, Pastor Andrea is planning to offer
a SECOND weekly session of Dwelling in the Word
this winter! This second session would be offered
on a trial bases beginning in mid-January and continuing through February.

Are you yearning to hear something fresh in familiar
stories and Bible passages you hear on Sundays?
Then the “Dwelling on the Word” Bible Study
could be perfect for you!

For more than three years, a small group has been
gathering weekly on Mondays at 11:00 AM for an
If this interests you, please contact Pastor Andrea
hour of reading, reflection, and conversation on
and let her know what days/times during the week
Sunday Bible texts. These participants have experi- might work well for you.
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thanks to your generous response to our new annual stewardship appeals.
While the 2019 year-end balance is not yet finalized
as this newsletter went to print, we celebrate the
progress that your special year-end gifts and challenge contributions have helped us make in 2019 as
we work to retire this debt!

Celebrating our
Stewardship Appeal for 2020

Year after year, your faithful investment of time
and financial gifts to Zion Lutheran Church has
equipped us to keep up with rising expenses and
enhance our ministries.

As we look to 2020, we trust that God will continue
to bring forth a wonderful dividend through these
Thank you for your wonderful and generous reinvestments, as we grow in faith and fruitfulness as
sponse to our stewardship appeal for 2020! We are
disciples of Jesus Christ.
amazed at how generously you have Invested in
Zion’s ministries through your statements of intent Thank you!
for the year ahead.

Sharing Shelf

We have currently received 102 statements of intent and prepaid gifts for 2020! This is an outstanding response! Of course, we still hope to reach our
participation goal of 125 responses. If you haven’t
yet returned a commitment of intent, we hope to
hear from you! Extra cards are available in the Narthex, or you can complete a simple online form
through the church’s website.

Each month a volunteer from Zion delivers our
food offerings to the Sharing Shelf. Thanks to
Linda Isebrand for volunteering in January.
February volunteer is Patty Thompson. February
needs include: oatmeal, pancake mix, chicken,
oil, peanut butter, veggies and toilet paper.
The Sharing Shelf is located at the First Baptist
Church, 312 South Oakland Street. Hours are
Wednesday evening from 6:00-6:30 p.m.

One of our goals this year was to build the financial stability of the congregation through two specific challenges: increased eGiving participation
and retiring our Line of Credit balance.

Dear Members of Zion,

eGiving Update: A special challenge was issued as
part of our stewardship appeal. If ten households
newly enrolled in eGiving, we’d unlock a special
$2,000 gift to the General Fund. As of this printing,
we’ve had eleven households enroll! Many thanks
to those who took this step. Those who participate
in eGiving enjoy its convenience and effectiveness
in helping them to fulfill their intended giving to the
congregation. If you’d like to join them, please visit
the “Giving” section of the church website.

Thank you for your prayers and support during my
mother Nancy’s recent illness. I appreciate your
caring concern for her and for me.

Line of Credit Update: Last year we reversed a
trend! In the years 2015-2017, our revolving debt
balance had increased at year’s end. In 2018 we
started and ended with virtually the same balance,

Your continued prayers for her transition, and for
us kids and spouses, are appreciated!

On January 2 we will be moving Mom into the
Memory Care neighborhood at Kingsway Retirement Community in Belle Plaine, where she’s had
an Independent Living apartment since 2015. Belle
Plaine is centrally located between Lake Crystal and
my brothers in Spring Park and Apple Valley, so
we’re able to share in her care and support.

Pastor Andrea
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Zion Sunday School News
January 2020

Calendar

Thank you to those individuals who have been able
to help out with teaching Sunday School this past
fall. We appreciate you sharing your time with the
youth!

January 2020:
5- Sunday School resumes * 3rd grade Bible
presentation during worship; 3rd grade
parent/child Bible class after worship
12- Regular Sunday School; Bible class (3rd)
19- Regular Sunday School; Bible class (3rd)
26- Annual Meeting—NO Sunday School

We are now recruiting more volunteers to help
teach Sunday School in 2020. If you are able to
share your time with our children, please sign
up online: http://bit.ly/37m57Bz.
OR
Contact Zion Sunday School
at sundayschool@zionluthlakecrystal.org

February:
3- Regular Sunday School
10-Regular Sunday School *SS Students sing
during worship*

All curriculum & supplies will be provided! If you
need more information about what is required of
you before you commit, please email us at sundayschool@zionluthlakecrystal.org and we can
help answer your questions.

17- NO Sunday School (Presidents Day Wknd)
24- Regular Sunday School
March:
1- Regular Sunday School

Thanks for your continued support for our youth at
Zion!

8- Regular Sunday School *SS Students sing
during worship*
15- Regular Sunday School
22- Regular Sunday School
29-NO Sunday School (spring break)

Weather Reminder:

April:
5- Regular Sunday School

All evening activities will be
cancelled whenever LCWM
schools are closed, cancel
evening activities, or dismiss
early due to inclement
weather.

12- NO Sunday School (Easter)
19- May Day Baskets
26- Last day of Sunday School
*Visit Crystal Seasons & Camp scholarships
given at worship*

Worship cancellations will be
announced on the church
Facebook page and on KEYC.

Activities/Dates are subject to change! Watch
for further announcements via bulletin, newsletter and email.
Mark Your Calendar Today!
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Our monthly Youth Group gathering
for 9th-12th graders will be Wednesday, January 22. Meet in the Youth
Room at 7:30.
This month we’ll play ping-pong and
then have some conversation about
how and when we pray and connect
with God.
Talk to Pastor Andrea if you have
questions. Feel free to bring a friend!

Confirmation Calendar
January 8: Mentor Night
January 15, 22, 29: Regular Classes

LAST CHANCE!!
We now have five youth
signed up for our 2020
summer trip. There’s still
space available and we
want YOU to be a part of
the adventure!
If you’ve been considering
the trip, please talk to Pastor Andrea before January
26!
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with our campers because we want to show how
much we value them and their growth in faith.

Why Bible Camp?

As you likely know, Zion’s mission is “To Make Jesus
We currently have three funding sources for Zion’s
Known to All in our Words and Actions.”
camp scholarship program: Zion Lutheran Church
Complementary to this mission is the purpose state- Women (ZLCW), the Zion budget, and the Men’s
ment we developed a few years ago for our Sunday Lenten Supper. In 2019, we had the resources to
School, Confirmation and Youth Ministries: to nur- award $4,336.00 in scholarships. Ten students reture children of God who are Faithful + Compassion- ceived scholarships of $456 (full-week) or $228 (half
ate + Connected.
-week), which covers a significant portion of camp
Our Bible Camps are important partners as Zion ful- registration.
fills our mission and lives out our purpose.
Thank you for your support of this important conStudents who attend camp have a unique opportunity to grow in faith and experience the lifechanging love of Jesus as they step out of their
“comfort zone” and away from their screens at
camp. As they explore nature, study scripture, worship, and build relationships with peers and counselors, our students are immersed in Christ-centered
community and God’s grace.

gregational ministry!

We live out our commitment to Bible Camp in the
following ways:

The week of July 19-24th has been designated
as “Zion Week.” This is a great chance to try camp
with the assurance that you’ll see friends from
home while you’re there!



Two camps are included in our congregational
budget as “benevolence” recipients.



We promote participation in Camp events, including Summer Camp and retreat opportunities.



We provide youth scholarships for camp.

2020 Registration Now Open!
You can view the 2019 summer schedule for Green
Lake Lutheran Ministries at www.gllm.org. There
are programs for all elementary, middle, and high
school students! Early Bird Registration discounts
are available until February 14.

To receive a Camp Scholarship, simply contact
the church office once you’ve registered!

Zion offers Camp Scholarships as a gift to the children and families of our congregation because:


We value camp and its potential impact in the
faith formation of our students.



These scholarships are a tangible expression of
the support and prayers we commit to each
child at their baptism.



We believe that financial constraints should never prevent students from experiencing Bible
camp and its life-long benefits.

Camp Scholarships are not need-based. We do not
ask families how much they could afford to spend
on camp without the scholarship. We share this gift
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Happy Anniversary:
Happy Birthday:

Chad & Shawna Brandts
David & Patty Lee
Ronald & Rhonda Teigen

Cortnie Albrecht
Taylor Antony
Phil Bachman
Pat Baskfield
Jeff Becker
Sandra Beecher
Dominic Brandts
Caleb Brocker
Brittany Burnett
Ian Caven
Kayla Caven
Thomas Caven
Vicky Chesney
Jamie Christianson
Lucas Christianson
Lauren Cooper
Liam Copeland
Philip Fjeldberg
KatieJo Friedrichs
Troy Glaubitz
Pete Goeringer
Carter Graham
Teri Thompson-Hobart
Linda Hoechst
Adeline Hoffer

February (Team 4)
Mary Goodrich
Leaders: Matt & Cheryl Nancy Hanson
Lantz (726-2192/380-9768) Andrey & Dawn Hartman
Brent & Susan Anderson Lonnie Honstad
Luanne Anderson
Brian & Heather Isebrand
Phil Bachman
Joyce Johnson
Ronnie Bergemann
Richard & Dawn Kottke
Corey & Candice Burnett Michelle Langer
Jeff & Carol Dunker
Fred & Diana Lantz
Barb Feder
Andy & Darcy Mathews
Kylie Feder
Greg & Cindy Miller
Theresa Glaubitz
Lorraine Miller
Lance & Chelsey Oachs
Dee & Mary Pendergast
Randy & Angie Rustman
Ardis Schmidt
Tim & Melanie Smith
Matt Strum
Mike & Heidi Thompson
Jay & Sheryl Utter

Lisa Jacoby
Adam Jones
Arlen Karau
Brandon Laborde
Steve Laborde
Fred Lantz
Kenley Mathews
Judy Maurer
Robert McDonald
McKenna McDonald
Cindy Miller
Mya Montgomery
Mary Pendergast
Diane Sandstrom
Byrene Schmidt
McKenzie Schoneck
Hunter Schoneck
Myra Storlien
Anola Thormodsgard
Emma Winters
Grace Winters
Hope Winters
Faith Winters
Carson Zumwalt

REACH Drop-In Center
In November, Social Ministry members used a Thrivent Action Team
Grant to purchase items for the
REACH Drop-in Center and their clients. These gifts supplemented the
$282.00 received through Caring
Coins.
The items purchased are pictured
here with a member of the REACH
staff and Social Ministry team members (from left to right) Linda Isebrand, Beth Dostal and Judy Meyer.
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Building Fund

General Checking
Memorial Fund
Non-Benevolence
Special Projects
Scholarship
Line of Credit
Mortgage Principal (Thrivent)
Youth Checking Account

Balances

Income
Payments
Interest
Current Balance

4,114.40
3,874.43
1,109.39
7,198.90
10,082.53
12,574.85
(374,525.13)
5,122.66

Nov 2019

Nov 2019
4,870.00
(5,500.00)
2.09
8,902.15

13,091.20
16,083.00
(2,991.80)

(5,623.94)
(2,632.14)

176,715.81
185,537.86
-8,822.05

YTD

YTD
118,961.39
30,505.24
7,002.82
13,208.89
150.00
15,709.52
185,537.86

187,151.78
187,151.78

YTD Budget

YTD Budget
125,062.73
30,158.34
8,158.34
14,529.17
7,993.34
19,965.00
205,866.92

(10,435.97)
(1,613.92)

Variance (+/-)

Variance (+/-)
(6,101.34)
346.90
(1,155.52)
(1,320.28)
(7,843.34)
(4,255.48)
(20,329.06)

December
Week 1
Week 2
Week 3
Week 4

51,634.85 "What is our net cashflow for the year for the Building
(51,519.00) Fund?"
23.93

YTD

18,715.14
18,715.14

Monthly Budget Variance (+/-)

Nov 2019

Budget Cashflow

Income available
Ministry Expenses
Net (+/-)

Ministry Expenses
Nov 2019
Monthly Budget Variance (+/-)
10,202.75
11,369.33
(1,166.58)
2,374.61
2,741.66
(367.05)
1,024.11
741.66
282.45
1,234.88
1,320.83
(85.95)
0.00
726.66
(726.66)
1,246.65
1,815.00
(568.35)
16,083.00
18,715.14
(2,632.14)

Nov 2018
Change (+/-)
11,927.58
(236.38) A summary of income for all
1,289.00
111.00 sources, and any change from
6,770.00
(1,900.00) the previous year.
0.00
0.00
358.59
(109.30)
0.00
800.00
20,345.17
(1,334.68)

Salaries and Related Costs
Utilities, Maintenance, Other
Education, Mission, Related Costs
Supplies
Ministry Initiatives
Synod Mission Support
Total

YTD
152,596.81
24,119.00
51,634.85
1,065.00
11,277.57
4,060.00
244,753.23

Nov 2019
11,691.20
1,400.00
4,870.00
0.00
249.29
800.00
19,010.49

Offerings
Non-Benevolence
Building Fund
Memorial Fund
Special Projects
Scholarship Fund
Total

Income

Report for: November 2019

106
114

106
124

137
146
148
114

138
111
147
143

Communion
2018
2019

Attendance
2018
2019

"What is our net cashflow for the
year for our ministry expenses?"

(General Offerings & Non-Benevolence)

"How do our ministry
expenses compare to what
we planned for in the
budget?"
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Annual Meeting Details

Sunday Morning
9:00 am Worship
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays of
the Month
10:05 am Sunday School

Office Manager
Mary Gilman

Listen to sermons at www.
zionluthlakecrystal.org

Choir Director
Linda Isebrand

OFFICE HOURS:

Stewardship Appeal Thank You

Monday (8-4)
Tuesday (8-12)
Wednesday (8-4)
Thursday (8-4)
The Office is closed Friday.

Why Camp?

Phone: 507-726-2849

Third Grade Bible Presentation

Colorado Youth Trip

Pastor
Rev. Andrea Myers

Our Mission Statement
“To Make Jesus Known to All in
Our Words and Actions!”
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Organist
Sheldon Meyer
SonRise
Myron Sandstrom
Mark Friday
Mike Thompson
Clarence (Clyde) Thompson
Custodians
Bob and Barb McDonald

