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125th Anniversary Celebration 

Sunday, November 19, 2017 

Service of Holy Communion 9:00 a.m 

Guest Preacher: Bishop Steven Delzer 

Historical Displays and Memorabilia 

Celebration Luncheon at 11:00 a.m. 

Don’t miss out on the celebration! The deadline to 

purchase your luncheon tickets is Sunday, Novem-

ber 12th. Tickets are available in the church office, 

or may be purchased before and after worship on 

November 5th and 12th.  

Thanks to our Anniversary Celebration Sponsors 

for their generosity in supporting this special 

event!   

Forward in Christ 
2017 Fall Stewardship Appeal 

     Isn’t it exciting to be a member of Zion Luther-

an?  We have done things in the last year that may 

not have seemed possible.  With your generosity, 

we have made great strides toward strengthening 

our mission in Christ. But our mission is far from 

over! 

     Zion will face new challenges in the coming 

years and we need to continue moving forward in 

faith toward our goals.  Increased giving will be 

needed to keep our ministries strong. The Forward 

in Faith Fall Stewardship Appeal has a   

goal of increasing general offerings by $27,700   

so that we can pursue important new initiatives.  

      A second goal is to increase participation in  

Lake Crystal Community  

Thanksgiving Service 

All are welcome as our community churches gather 

for an ecumenical Service of Thanksgiving on 

Wednesday evening, November 22 at 7:00 p.m.  

The service will be held at Holy Family Catholic 

Church (211 N Hunt Street).  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

the Building Fund so we can pay down the loan 

ahead of schedule and free up financial resources 

for other ministries. 

      Please plan to attend Appeal Commitment Sun-

day, November 19, when you’ll be invited to pre-

sent your “statement of intent” card and com-

municate your intended giving for 2018. 

     Be sure to read the Forward in Faith appeal ma-

terial that will come to you soon. Study the bro-

chure that will be enclosed. Then, pray for a gener-

ous response to this appeal. Consider prayerfully 

how you will respond to the invitation to increase 

your offering.  

     Be a part of our anniversary celebration,  not on-

ly by reflecting on our past, but also looking For-

ward in Faith toward a bright future.  



2 

It’s an exciting time for Zion Lutheran Church as we 

mark 125 years of ministry together! We may be old in 

years, but I believe that Zion continues to be very 

young at heart! Instead of resting comfortably in the 

realm of “We’ve always done it this way,” we are liv-

ing with hearts open to the future and the new oppor-

tunities God is providing us to make Jesus known! 

Last year, we did something new when we completed 

our first Fall Stewardship Appeal and invited the con-

gregation to complete “statement of intent” cards. 

That appeal was a big success in two ways. First, our 

congregation accepted the invitation to grow in gen-

erosity, which has improved our financial health and 

made new ministries possible. Second, the appeal cre-

ated an opportunity to set forth some specific goals 

for 2017 as we focus on our vision for ministry.   

Building on this progress, our new Fall Stewardship 

Appeal is now underway. Please take a moment to 

read the materials provided to you in worship and by 

mail, so that you are familiar with our Forward in Faith 

ministry goals for the coming year and the financial 

growth that will be needed to accomplish them.  

One of this year’s goals was to expand ministries with 

youth and their families. This included making some 

changes to our Confirmation ministry as we shifted 

Confirmation Sunday to the fall of 9th grade. This fall 

we launched a new “Capstone” ministry to help our 

students prepare to affirm their baptism. The Cap-

stone experience included three areas of focus. 

First, students met together as a group on two Sunday 

evenings in September. Through activities and discus-

sion, we explored the 

five commitments to 

baptismal living stu-

dents make on Confir-

mation Sunday: to 

LIVE among God’s 

faithful people, to 

HEAR the word of God 

and share in the Lord’s Supper, to PROCLAIM the 

good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to 

SERVE all people, following the example of Jesus, and 

to STRIVE for justice and peace in all the earth. Stu-

dents extended these conversations at a more person-

al level as they selected their confirmation verse, re-

flected on their gifts for ministry, and identified which 

parts of confirmation had the greatest impact on their 

growth in faith.  

One outcome of these conversations and reflections 

was the art projects the students completed. These 

paintings, which reflect their unique identity and abil-

ity to serve others in Jesus’ name, are now displayed 

near the entrance to the Fellowship Hall. (After Zion’s 

anniversary celebration, they will move to the Youth 

Room.) 

Finally, the students 

organized a class 

service project. Half 

of the class assem-

bled “care packag-

es” for the residents 

of Crystal Seasons, 

containing snacks, 

personal care items, 

and notes of encouragement. The rest of the class vis-

ited Crystal Seasons on October 8, where they led a 

session of Bingo and then delivered the care packag-

es. The students did a great job!  

Residents at Crystal Seasons were very appreciative 

for the extra activity on an otherwise quiet Sunday 

afternoon. Sylva Kubicek sent a note saying, “It was so 

nice to see the Confirmation Class helping us play Bin-

go. Thank you for bringing them.” Earl and Shirley 

Reid also wrote to say, “What a pleasant surprise to 

see all of you here at our little home. They were fun 

[care] packages! It brightened our day.” 

Opportunities to make the love of Jesus known are all 

around us! I’m grateful to be on this journey with you. 

Let us pray that God will continue to open our hearts 

and minds to new and inspiring ministries as we move 

Forward in Faith together! 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Andrea Myers 
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Zion Lutheran Church Women 

Tour of Tables 
The ZLCW would like to thank everyone who helped make this year’s Tour of Tables a success! We especial-
ly want to thank our younger women for helping with the event; you are our future. Thanks, as well, to all 
who donated silent auction baskets, door prizes or any other items that helped make the day special. We’d 
like to express our gratitude to Tina Haroldson, our speaker. This event raised more than $2,300 (before ex-
penses) and will be used to support our summer camperships in 2018. Thank you all! 
 
Circle Chairs 
Circle chairs are reminded that any changes to the handbook should be given to the office by November 6. 
Please provide a list of hostesses and Bible study leaders for 2018. Our goal is to have a draft of the booklet 
ready for review at our November board meeting and published in time for the December circle meetings. 
 
Tri-Mission 
We continue to collect Box Tops for Education and Milk Moola for our schools. (If you give directly to 
LCWM or another school, please put a slip of paper with the count for each item in the collection box so 
those numbers can be included.) Used greeting cards (the entire card must be submitted) are sent to St. 
Jude’s Children’s Ranch. We are collecting used postage stamps for the American Legion Auxiliary. Stamps 
do not need to be trimmed. All items should be placed in the collection box in the Narthex. 
 
Annual Meeting/Thank Offering 
On Saturday, November 11, all women are invited to attend the ZLCW Annual Meeting/Thank Offering 
event. We’ll begin at 9:00 AM with a breakfast of egg bakes, muffins,  juice and coffee. Following the fel-
lowship, we’ll hold our Thank Offering Service, review the budget for 2018, elect officers and receive the 
2017 reports. Elected positions include vice president, one Tri-Mission position, one position for LMH Auxil-
iary and members of the nominating committee. We hope that someone will prayerfully consider accepting 
each one of these positions. It is a fun way to share our faith, and the work is light when we work together. 
All board members are encouraged to invite others so that our interests and needs are represented. We 
look forward to seeing you then! 

November 1 

Ruth Circle    6:30 p.m. 

Rebecca Circle    7:00 p.m. 

Hostess:  Mary Williams 

Bible study:  Janette Abraham 

Miriam Circle    7:00 p.m. 

Hostess:  Sally Bottin 

Bible study:  Marsha Larson 

November 2: 

Martha Circle     2:00 p.m. 

Hostess:  Jean Childs 

Bible Study:  Sylva Kubicek 

November 11: 

Annual Meeting and Thankoffering 9:00 a.m. 

November 21: 

ZLCW Board Meeting   6:30 p.m. 

November 24: 

Bible Study for Leaders   5:30 p.m. 

MRCI Christmas Lights: 
We will no longer be collecting Christmas lights 
since MRCI has discontinued their program. Lights 
can be taken to the recycling center in lower North 
Mankato. 



4 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary to: 

Kent & Sandra Beecher 

Edward & Laura Erickson 

Roger & Linda Hoechst 

Gus & Marsha Larson 

Dean & Sandra Meixell 

Team 2 

November leaders  
Greg & Janette Abraham  

Mark & Judy Meyer 

Team Members: 

Jill Atkinson 

Kent & Sandra Beecher 

Ian & Mandi Carleton 

Tom & Kayla Caven 

Elfredia Deopere 

Kylie Feder 

John & Jackie Graham 

Allan Hruby & Tammy Sweet 

Fran Jurs 

Steve & Val Laborde 

Kimberly Lilly 

Mike & Jody Maurer  

Dennis & Donna Mikkelson 

Matthew & Bobbie Nuytten 

Alene Pettersen 
Darlene Roberts 

Ardis Schmidt 

Brad & Cathy Snow 

Mike & Amy Thofson 

Dean & Paula Tibbetts 

Adam Ward 

Doug Winter 

Greg Abraham 

JoAnn Allen 

Harold Barnick 

Mike Bottin 

Dave Carlson 

Amanda Gilman 

Tammi Greenough 

Kristi Grindstaff 

Robert Hauge 

Cheri Herbst 

Roger Hoechst 

Laurie Jacobs 

Christopher Kennedy 

Diane Klinkner 

Gail Larson 

Kathleen Lewis 

Mark Meyer 

Dee Pendergast 

JoAnn Richmond 

Charlotte Rogers 

Angela Rustman 

Kristy Schultz 

Randy Schultz 

Russell Sohre 

Jill Sorensen 

Robert Vee 

Mary Williams 

Thank you Action 
Team 1 leaders 

Marsha & Gus Larson-
for assembling the  

October Action Team 
duties! 

Happy Birthday to: 

Operation Christmas Child 

Social Ministry is no longer supporting Operation 

Christmas Child, but a few individuals have indicat-

ed an interest in packing a box on their own. Some 

items and boxes are left from past years and can 

be used for your box.  Access these during office 

hours or by contacting Linda Isebrand. The left 

over items will be donated on November 6. Com-

pleted boxes should be left at the church no later 

than November 14, and a shipping fee of $9.00 per 

box must be included. Note: This is a $2 increase in 

the shipping fee.  Brochures are located on the 

church bulletin board. 

Christmas Church  

Decorating 

Join us for Christmas decorating at 

the church on Wednesday November 29 at 9:00 

a.m. Enjoy coffee and rolls while garland fluffing to 

holiday music.  Daycare will be provided from 7:00 

p.m.-8:00 p.m. that evening for those decorating.   

Mark your calendars now.  If you have questions, 

call Tracy Nickels at 507-302-8130.   
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 Winter Warm-Up 

Who: Confirmation Students 

When: Wednesday, November 15. We’ll leave Zion 

at 5:45 p.m. and return at 8:30 p.m. 

What: Visit Christ Chapel at Gustavus Adolphus Col-

lege to hear speaker and artist Ben Glenn, who was 

diagnosed with Dyslexia and other Learning Disabil-

ities while in grade school. Ben shares a beautiful 

message about overcoming obstacles, and then 

moves into his Speedscaping, a fast-paced, large-

scale landscape created in front of the audience 

using chalk and a black 6 x 8 foot canvas.   

NOTE: Ben’s message will gear primarily to middle 

school students, but all are welcome, especially 

parents and High Schoolers! Contact Pastor Andrea 

for information about tickets and transportation.  

Confirmation Mentor Update 

As part of their confirmation journey, each of our 

7th and 8th graders selects a Faith Mentor. Stu-

dents and Mentors will meet together during 

Wednesday classes on December 13 and January 10 

from 6:00-7:15 p.m. In addition, they will worship 

together during Wednesdays in Lent (February 21, 

28, March 7, 14, and 21).  

If a student asks you to be their mentor, please 

prayerfully consider saying yes! 

And if you would be interested in serving as a men-

tor, please contact Pastor Andrea. She will share 

your information with families who are seeking as-

sistance in finding a match.  

 

Zion’s 3rd-grade students  

received the gift of a Bible from 

the ZLCW on September 24.  

Then, together with their  

parents, they participated in a  

3-session class with  

Pastor Andrea called  

“Learning to Use My Bible.” 

3rd Grade Students and Families with their New Bibles 
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Zion Remembers 

Stories from 125 years of ministries 
by Donita Jacques 

My first memory was the arrival of Pastor Olsen and his 

family in Lake Crystal and to Zion Lutheran Church.  Every 

teenage girl in the congregation, and the public school, 

was whispering, “Who is THAT new boy?”  Karl Olsen, and 

he plays guitar!  Be still my beating heart.  I remember  the 

trip Karl and Tom Williams made to Nashville (when they 

were in high school) to perform for an executive at a re-

cording studio.  How exciting for all of us. 

I remember going to the Lake Crystal Nursing Home (out 

by the lake) on Sunday evenings for the 6 pm church ser-

vice for the residents.  The local pastors took turns hosting 

the service for the residents, about ever six weeks. I went 

along to play the hymns and for moral support.  Pastor 

Olsen would always comment when we walked to the 

front door, “This is one of the hardest parts of my ministry

-coming here.”  The service was held down in the great 

room with a fireplace (I think) and a piano, which had 

probably been tuned in the early 1930’s.  To describe it as 

‘honkey tonk’ would be generous.  It didn’t matter to the 

residents.  Pastor Olsen selected hymns which coordinat-

ed with the lesson, but always opened up the music por-

tion of the program to ‘requests’.  “The Old Rugged 

Cross”, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”, and “How 

Great Thou Art” made the list every single time. 

I also remember the year, during his school board tenure, 

that Pastor Olsen filmed parts of the old elementary 

school with his 8 mm camera, that was used to promote 

the referendum for building a new elementary school.  The 

film had sound;  “Bridge Over Troubled Waters” played in 

a continuous loop.  I don’t remember if he narrated it or 

not.  I wonder if any of his children still have that movie. 

I remember a Sunday in the Spring of 1971 or 1972, when I 

was the organist for the 8:00 am service.  I was playing the 

prelude, and it was now 8:00 am.  Pastor Olsen had not 

yet walked down the aisle and taken his seat on the right 

side of the chancel.  I heard foot steps coming up to the 

choir loft.  Suddenly Kenny Manke, one of the ushers, ap-

peared.  He whispered, “Pastor overslept.  Forgot to set 

his clock.  Keep playing.  He’ll be here in a few minutes.”  I 

repeated the prelude again.  Fortunately Pastor Olsen had 

a full beard so did not need to shave that morning.  As he 

came loping down the streets (he had an incredibly long 

stride) his white robe was flowing behind him, and I am 

sure he appeared as an apparition to other Lake Crys-

tal residents who may have been out and about!  By 

the time I was playing the last measure of the prelude, 

he was gliding down the center aisle and the service 

began.  I remember the ‘ribbing’ he took during the 

coffee hour and how heartily he laughed about his 

mistake. 

He enjoyed his phone visits, long distance and costly 

to family in Norway, where he would fish and ‘talk 

smart in Norwegian with all of my relatives’.  Again, 

the hearty laugh!  I believe each of his children were 

fortunate enough to travel alone with him for a visit 

to Norway at some time. 

Pastor Olsen renamed the Luther League to 

“Oilio” (sp) and a google search did not reveal the 

definition. “Friends?”  I do know he opened up the 

Sunday night meetings and any other church gather-

ings to friends and classmates from other churches.  

He encouraged the youth of Zion to host a Sunday 

morning service, typically twice a year.  We sang with 

guitars and the piano while we sat on the front steps 

of the sanctuary.  I still remember one of those ser-

vices when Karen Kraus gave the sermon.  Impressive. 

We parted ways with Green Lake Bible Camp one sum-

mer, in July of 1971.  A group of ten youth traveled to 

the Boundary Waters of MN and camped, canoed, and 

portaged our way through the wilderness.  Ron and 

Georgene Queen accompanied and chaperoned us 

with Pastor Olsen’s help.  Only as an adult person did I 

realize, many years later, what a responsibility this 

was...no phones of any kind, landline nor cell, and ten 

teenagers!  The DNR required us to move our 

campsite every day, so we canoed for hours, in all 

kinds of weather, and returned home at the end of 

the week tanned, toned and inspired.   

Pastor Olsen had an ‘open door’ policy to the parson-

age and it seemed there was always a gathering of 

kids in the front living room.  It must have been hard 

for Karen to always have other people in her home. 

I remember Pastor Olsen’s excitement when he pur-

chased a brand new LTD, which he said stood for 

‘Lutheran Theologians Dream’, two-tone passenger 

vehicle...back in the days when cars were cars and you 

could haul a lot of people and a lot of things! 

He brought the Rockford, IL, Boys’ Choir to Zion one 

year around Christmas time.  The call went out to  
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families to host the young boys following the Satur-

day evening performance, put them up for the night, 

feed them breakfast, and then have them back at 

church early for a rehearsal and the Sunday morning 

services.  Now when I think about that, we only had 

one passenger car.  We kept one young man (11 or 12 

years old probably).  You would never let one child go 

into a home for an overnight anymore, alone—yikes!  

I imagine my Dad got up extra early to milk the cows 

so we could all be back at church early enough for our 

guests to be at the rehearsal.  Dad would never have 

considered driving his truck to church on a Sunday 

morning.  It seems crazy now, but you didn’t go to 

church in a truck.  And women wore hose and high 

heels and dresses.  Boys wore suits and ties as did 

their fathers.  Little girls wore dresses with layers of 

half-slips underneath to make the skirts stand out and 

carried pocketbooks with church offerings tucked 

inside.   

Pastor Olsen taught, in his confirmation class, the 

meaning of ‘grace’; God’s unearned love and favor.  

He repeated it throughout the three years of instruc-

tion and we still remember it today.  He made such a 

huge impact on this first confirmation class that at 

least five students in this class received guitars for 

confirmation.  He even held jam sessions at church as 

they all wanted to play guitar!   

This great story teller, fun loving family man, and 

thoroughly Norwegian and Lutheran pastor passed 

away in 2006.                        

 

Social Ministry 

     As the members of Zion reflect and act on their 

faith through our November Stewardship Drive, 

Social Ministry would like to offer thanks for 

faithful stewardship through our many minis-

tries.  

     Thank you for your generous gifts to the 

REACH Drop-In Center. Your donation of $677.70 

will allow us to purchase a variety of items need-

ed for the youth who are served by the shelter. 

Through October, this year’s Caring Coins gifts 

have totaled $3,203.15. Bless you for caring.  

     Thank you for your support of ELCA World 

Hunger in September. The $316.41 received al-

lowed for the purchase of  piglets, chicks,  roost-

ers, one share of an oxen/plow, honeybees and goats. 

These gifts help families build the foundation to grow 

their own food and become self-sufficient. Bless you 

for sharing.  

     Thank you for your gifts toward Project Promise. 

Youth Ministry Team will lead an intergenerational 

event to assemble the kits, in January, 2018. As of Oc-

tober 18, your donations to this ministry are listed be-

low. Gifts continue to be welcome and can be left in 

the drop box in the Narthex. Bless you for giving. 

     Thank you for your participation in Zion’s Prayer 

Ministry. Your feedback indicated that the new week-

ly e-mail format and frequency is meaningful in your 

lives. Bless you for praying.  

     Thank you for Little Dresses for Africa. Thirty-five 

beautiful dresses are hanging in the Narthex, but will 

be removed soon to make room for jackets and coats. 

They’ll be shipped during the latter part of December. 

If you have the time and ability to make more, drop 

them off at the church anytime. Bless you for creating.  

     Thank you for the warmth of Prayer Shawls. As the 

weather cools, remember those friends who names 

appear in our weekly prayers or those with whom you 

have a personal relationship but may not be members 

of our congregation. God’s warmth, given through 

the gift of a prayer shawl, blesses the creator, the giv-

er and the recipient. There are many to choose from, 

so please help yourself and warm the heart and body 

of someone in need. Bless you for remembering.  

     Thank you for your participation in Food for 

Friends. Your donations of dollars or food items, 

along with your gift of time to serve, is greatly appre-

ciated by those who enjoy a hot meal and a bit of fel-

lowship. Serving at Food for Friends also allows us to 

witness first-hand the thankful faces of those we 

feed, and opens our eyes to those who are often un-

seen in our world. Bless you for contributing.  

     Thank you for filling the wagon for our Sharing 

Shelf. Your food donations help local families feed 

their families. Thank you for providing.     

Notebooks 50 Crayons 12 Erasers 15 Pencils 50 

Towels 2 Pens 46 Rulers 11 Scissors 12 

Pencil Sharpeners 11 Combs 3 Clippers 4 

Toothbrushes 6 Soap 9   
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Ready to Learn About  

Holy Communion? 

     Holy Communion is a gift for all the baptized, at all 

times. Because this is true, Zion welcomes baptized 

children of all ages to share in the meal. This practice 

recognizes that the sacraments of Baptism and Holy 

Communion come to us as pure grace. We do not earn 

them! We can never deserve them! Yet grace brings 

God’s love and forgiveness to us in water and the meal 

because of God’s work of salvation. 

     It is not necessary that any of us passes a test of 

knowledge before we come to the Lord’s Table. Yet, it 

is appropriate and important that our children receive 

age-appropriate instruction regarding what this meal 

is, so that they can trust the promise it offers to them.  

     Please contact Pastor Andrea if you are a parent (or 

grandparent) and you believe your child is ready to 

begin receiving communion. She will provide your fam-

ily with some helpful (and age-appropriate) resources 

for learning about Holy Communion together at home, 

at your own pace. Then we can pick a date to cele-

brate this milestone of “first communion” with your 

congregational family. 

Planning Ahead:  

Summer Camp! 

     It’s not too soon to start thinking about summer 

camp for your family! 

     Green Lake Lutheran Ministries has announced their 

2018 summer schedule and theme,  “Get Lost!” based 

on Matthew 10:39, “Those who find their life will lose 

it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find 

it.” 

     Camp registration opens December 4, 2017. Stay 

tuned for details about “Zion Week” at GLLM, which 

offers a chance to enjoy camp with your Zion friends. 

Visit gllm.org to view the full summer camp schedule 

and begin making plans to participate! 

Leadership Nominations for 2017 

     Do you have gifts for leadership and service? Are 

you looking for a way to gain a deeper understanding 

of Zion’s ministries? Are you willing to contribute a few 

hours a month to support the strength and vitality of 

your congregation? 

     The Nominating Team will soon begin its work in 

preparation for elections at our Annual Meeting in Jan-

uary.  The members of the 2017 Nominations Team 

are: Pat Baskfield, Linda Hauge, Lisa Jacoby, Becky  

Sittig, and Patty Thompson.  

      For 2018, Zion seeks members available to serve as 

President-Elect (2 yr term), Secretary, and through our 

Ministry Teams. The Nominating Team welcome your 

prayers and assistance in this effort.  

     Please consider thoughtfully the members of Zion 

that you believe would be well-suited to serving in 

these roles. Contact any member of the Nominating 

Team with your suggestions. If contacted by the team, 

please thoughtfully and prayerfully consider the op-

portunity to serve.  

     Thank you for your support for those in the ministry 

of congregational leadership! 

Sharing Shelf 
Each month a volunteer from Zion delivers this 

food offering to the Sharing Shelf. Thanks to 

Sandy Friday for serving in October.  The Novem-

ber volunteer is Pat Baskfield. 

November needs include:  soup, peanut butter, 
vanilla wafers, boxed rice or potatoes, canned 
veggies, jam/jelly, and toilet paper. 
 
The Sharing Shelf is located at the First  Baptist 

Church, 312 South Oakland Street.  Hours are 

Wednesday evening from 6:00 p.m.- 6:30 p.m.   

Newsletter Due Date 

Articles for the December newsletter  

are due by November 21. 
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A Word From the President 
A Mission Statement to Believe In 

When I think about my role at Zion, not only as a mem-
ber, but as part of the leadership team, I would like to 
share with you why I continue to be active in this com-
munity. 

I have been a member of Ducks Unlimited for 37 years, a 
DU Committee member for 34 years and Treasurer of 
our local Lake Crystal Ducks Unlimited committee for 31 
years. I have been a member of Minnesota Pheasants, 
Inc. for thirty years. Now you may ask, “What does that 
have to do with Zion’s membership?”  Well, I would tell 
you simply that I strongly believe in the mission state-
ments of both of these organizations. It is not all about 
raising ducks, geese and pheasants. It is about preserv-
ing land that is easily erodible, places for dozens of spe-
cies of birds and animals to live along with hundreds of 
various insects and butterflies and also it is about saving 
and preserving wetlands that contribute to the filtering 
of water that eventually gets into the aquifers that we 
depend on for our drinking water and ultimately our 
survival as a human race. 

These organizations depend on a lot of volunteer hours 
and of course financial support, and I do both. Why? 
Because, I believe in their mission statements! 

Now, about Zion Lutheran Church. I have been a mem-
ber of Zion for 44 years, choir member for 44 years, a 
council member for at least 22 years in various capaci-
ties, a volunteer in many other capacities and a financial 
contributor for all 44 years. Why? Because I believe in 
Zion’s Mission Statement which is “To Make Jesus 
Known to All Through Our Words and Actions.” I believe 
that with the help and financial support from all of our 
members, that we can begin to achieve our mission 
statement. All organizations need volunteers and mon-
ey in order to operate. Zion is no different. We always 
need people willing to serve on our Council and commit-
tees and there is always a need for financial support in 
order to make it all happen. 

During the months of November and December, you 
will be asked to make financial commitments for 2018 or 
you may be asked by the Nominating Committee to 
serve as a council representative. I am asking all of you 
to help in any way you can. If you believe in Zion’s Mis-
sion Statement, then I pray that you will take ownership 
of this Mission Statement and will consider doing both 
of these when asked. Zion does need all of her mem-
bers to make a strong body and with everyone’s contri-
butions, we can be successful! 

May God’s peace be with you all,  

Rod Isebrand, President   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints Sunday: November 5 

Our worship service on All Saints Sunday will in-

clude a time of remembering those of our congre-

gation who have died over the last year. We re-

member them with thanksgiving, with our hope 

firmly fixed on the promise of resurrection to eter-

nal life in Jesus Christ. Please join us for this mean-

ingful service! 

James “Jim” Forsyth  

(November 6, 1947—March 23, 2017) 
 

Sandra “Sandy” Knapp   

(September 20, 1946—October 19, 2017) 
 

Herbert “Herb” Kraus  

(August 10, 1923—March 29, 2017) 
 

Walton “Wally” Miller  

(March 7, 1933—September 15, 2017) 
 

Denise Roberts  

(May 16, 1953—August 26, 2017) 
 

Clarence Schultz  

(October 5, 1926—February 11, 2017) 

 

Children’s Book Fair  

November 5 and 12 
Are you looking for Christmas 

gifts that will help your children 

or grandchildren learn about God and grow in 

faith?  Shop faith-filled children's books at a 

special discount and earn money for Zion Lu-

theran Church!  Simply stop by the Narthex on 

November 5 & 12 from 8:30-10:30 a.m. to view 

samples and place an order for your family.  

Books should arrive in time for Christmas!  

Brought to you by the Youth Ministry Team 

and Augsburg Fortress Press. 
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Bible Quiz 

After Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were thrown, 
bound, into a blazing furnace for refusing to worship  
false gods, how many men did King Nebuchadnezzar  
see walking around in the fire?  
 
A. None — they were all dead  
B. Three — unbound and unharmed  
C. Four — and the fourth looked like a divine being  
D. Too many to count   

For Answer, see Page 15 
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  Attendance Communion 

September 2016 2017 2016 2017 

Week 1 66 68 61 66 

Week 2 138 156   

Week 3 97 161 86 132 

Week 4 137 142   

Report for: September 2017 

Income Sept 2017 YTD Sept 2016 Change (+/-)           

Offerings 11,933.66 121,820.94 10,746.41 1,187.25  A summary of income for 
all sources, and any 
change from the previous 
year. 

   

Non-Benevolence 1,525.00 14,943.51 2,894.36 (1,369.36)    

Building Fund 5,643.00 34,156.15 6,417.15 (774.15)    

Memorial Fund 15.00 235.00 0.00 15.00     

Special Projects 1,968.41 8,257.45 228.37 1,740.04     

Scholarship Fund 0.00 160.00 0.00 0.00     

Total 21,085.07 179,573.05 20,286.29 798.78     

          

Ministry Ex-
penses Sept 2017 

Monthly 
Budget Variance (+/-) YTD YTD Budget Variance (+/-)       

Salaries and Relat-
ed Costs 9,935.16 11,096.60 (1,161.44) 89,780.58 99,869.42 (10,088.84) 

"How do our ministry 
expenses compare to 
what we planned for 
in the budget?"  

Utilities, Mainte-
nance, Other 1,074.54 3,375.01 (2,300.47) 19,357.94 30,374.97 (11,017.03) 

Education, Mission, 
Related Costs 868.21 1,583.33 (715.12) 6,336.51 14,250.01 (7,913.50) 

Supplies 1,225.65 1,262.49 (36.84) 9,870.73 11,362.53 (1,491.80) 

Synod Mission Sup-
port 999.03 1,140.00 (140.97) 9,890.34 10,260.00 (369.66) 

Total 14,102.59 18,457.43 (4,354.84) 135,236.10 166,116.93 (30,880.83) 

       

Budget 
Cashflow  Sept 2017 

Monthly 
Budget Variance (+/-) YTD YTD Budget Variance (+/-)       

Income available  13,458.66 18,457.44 (4,998.78) 136,764.45 166,116.95 (29,352.50) 
(General Offerings & Non-

Benevolence) 

Ministry Expenses 14,102.59 18,457.44 (4,354.85) 135,236.10 166,116.93 (30,880.83) 
"What is our net 
cashflow for the year 
for our ministry ex-
penses?" 

Net (+/-) (643.93)   1,528.35   

       

Building 
Fund Sept 2017 

 

YTD               

Income 5,643.00 
           

34,156.15  
"What is our net cashflow for the year for the Building 
Fund?"     

Payments (3,891.00) 
          

(37,160.23)    

Interest 1.82 17.18    

Current Balance 9,574.33         

          

Balances Sept 2017                 

General Checking (1,401.49)         

Memorial Fund 6,285.43          

Non-Benevolence 124.94          

Special Projects 2,524.59          

Scholarship 5,292.44          

Line of Credit 9,100.00          

Mortgage Principal  (459,055.88)         

Youth Checking  5,888.08          
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Zion Lutheran Church 

“To Make Jesus Known to All in Our Words and 
Actions” 

Council Meeting Minutes – September 20, 2017 

 

Present: Kris Anderson, Phil Bachman, Matt Christianson, 
Susan Gengler, Dave Hoffer, Linda Isebrand, Steve Mar-
shall, Doug Midthun, Pastor Andrea Myers and Melanie 
Smith 

Guests: Beth Paumen  

The meeting was called to order at 7:32 by Vice President 
Matt Christianson.  

1. Devotions  

 Dave opened the meeting with devotions.   

2. Approve Agenda 

 Motion by Linda, second by Doug to approve 
the agenda. Motion carried.  

3. Thank You Notes 

 Zion received correspondence from Good 
Earth Village and Lutheran Social Service 
thanking us for gifts received.    

4. Reports: Consent Agenda. 

 Motion by Steve; second by Linda to approve 
the Consent Agenda; motion carried. 

A. Pastor’s Report: Upcoming events include 
September 24: 3rd Grade Bible Presenta-
tion, October 15: Confirmation Day (two 
worship services: 8:00 and 10:00), October 
29: Reformation 500 and November 19: 
Anniversary Celebration and Appeal Com-
mitment Sunday. Mary has resumed her 
regular office schedule (8:00-4:00). The 
shortened summer hours seemed to work 
well and allowed us to control expenses 
during the months when offerings are a bit 
reduced. This will be a topic during the reg-
ular reviews with the Personnel Team. Pas-
tor also reported on the Narthex Design 
Team, the new SAS Team, this year’s con-
firmands, proposed Youth Ministry Coordi-
nator Job Description and Prayer Concerns. 

B. Secretary’s Minutes: No changes.  

C. Statistical Reports: Council members re-

ceived these reports via email. 

D. Social Ministry (Carol Dunker, *Linda Ise-
brand and Judy Meyer): The team met Sep-
tember 14 at the church. Judy was unable to 
attend. September Caring Coins totaled 
$316.41; year-to-date donations are $2,525.45. 
District 1 Commissioner Drew Campbell is the 
guest speaker on October 8. He’ll provide 
information about the REACH Drop-In Cen-
ter. This is Caring Coins Sunday, but dona-
tions for REACH will be collected throughout 
the month. ZLCW is co-sponsoring the event. 
With three months since the program’s on-
set, we are requesting feedback about the 
Prayer Ministry processes. Zion will serve 
Food for Friends on October 28. A signup 
sheet will be available beginning October 8. 
We’ll continue to promote Project Promise. 
We also discussed ‘dream dollars’ and how 
additional funds might be used to enhance 
our ministry. Our next meeting is at 4:30 on 
October 9.     

E. Youth Ministry (Kris Anderson, Jennifer Flem-
ing and *Susan Gengler): With over 100 stu-
dents participating, the team was very 
pleased with the overall success of the VBS 
program. Jamie Christianson, Sunday school 
superintendent, will be using Mail Chimp as a 
communications tool to share newsletters, 
updates and regular correspondence. The 
team finalized the Youth Ministry Coordina-
tor position for presentation to the council.  

F. Membership and Outreach (*Steve Marshall, 
Beth Paumen and Doug Winter): The team 
met September 14 with all members present. 
The 2018 Giving Envelopes have not been 
ordered, pending decisions by the Finance 
and Stewardship Team; however, the final 
list of envelope recipients is complete. A 
‘history table’ will available for viewing dur-
ing October. Effective September 14, 30 din-
ner tickets have been sold and nine individu-
als/families have agreed to be sponsors. Tick-
ets will be sold after worship through Sep-
tember and will resume in November. Steve 
is gathering information about Lunch for a 
Buck served at Crossroads Lutheran Campus 
Ministry, tentatively planned for November 
21. If additional SAS dollars were available, 
the team would like to see them directed at 
paying down the line of credit, completing 
the work on the narthex and planning an 
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outing for the congregation.   

G. Worship, Music and Adult Education (*Phil 
Bachman, Karen Granger and Kristi Grind-
staff): Pastor Andrea joined the team for 
their meeting on September 11. Members of 
the team are maintaining their practice of 
contacting Action Team leaders to gather 
feedback and suggestions. Karen continues 
to work on a book fair. Karen and Kristi re-
ported positively on the progress of the 
Narthex Design Team. They’ve received fa-
vorable comments about the new color. 
Conversion from VHS to digital may not 
happen as quickly as anticipated. Discussion 
about SAS dollars elicited the following sug-
gestions: creation of a middle/high school 
choir, development of regular education 
programs that are focused on general inter-
est, such as physical/spiritual/emotional 
well-being and family finances.   

H. Building and Grounds (Mike Bottin, *Dave 
Hoffer and Brett Strenge): The team was 
pleased that they have been able to com-
plete most of the larger facility projects, 
including concrete and fascia/trim. The win-
dow repair should be done soon. There was 
leakage from the skylights, but that ap-
peared to be an isolated incident that was 
related to a severe storm.  

I. Treasurer’s Report effective 8/31/2017: Gen-
eral Checking ($946.47), Memorial Fund 
$6,269.43, Building Fund $7,564.00, Non-
Benevolence $249.86, Special Projects 
$3,138.18, Available to Pay Bills and Payroll 
($696.61), Overdue Bills $0.00, Current Bills 
$481.65, Line of Credit $9,100.00.  

 *Indicates Ministry Team Chair 

5. Other Reports: The report from Finance and 
Stewardship was moved to New Business c. 

6. Old Business 

A. Council Secretary Update: No additional 
information was available.   

B. Zion’s 125th Anniversary Progress: See Mem-
bership and Outreach under Consent Agen-
da. Steve will share information about tick-
et sales with Mary so they can be included 
in the October newsletter.   

C. Compostable Products: No additional infor-

mation was available.     

D. Narthex Design Team: Linda reported that 
the painting has been completed and the 
glass for the usher’s table should be in 
place by October 1. ECS is scheduled to 
come to Zion at 8:30 AM on September 28. 
The laminate for the tables has been select-
ed and we are hopeful that funding, about 
$2,500, will be available in time for the pur-
chase of the tables prior to the end of the 
year. A meeting of the team scheduled for 
October 16 has been canceled since we are 
essentially on hold until Phase One is com-
plete.   

E.    SAS Update: The team met on September 7 
 and 14. They propose that Zion continue 
 with the same three broad ministry goals 
 set in 2017, which are as follows (dollar 
 amounts have been discussed but not final
 ized): 

  1)  Expand Ministry Opportunities 

a.  Implement new youth staff person 

b.  Provide financial support in the budg-
et for youth attending 2018 ELCA 
Gathering in Houston 

c.  Intergenerational opportunities to 
growth in faith  

2) Maintain and Improve Facility 

a.  Invite members to make an annual 
giving commitment to the Building 
Fund (the last three-year pledge con-
cludes in 2017) 

b.  Phase Two of the Narthex Project: 
Storage and Furniture 

3)  Strengthen Ongoing Ministries 

a.  Organize a strategic visioning process 
to help the congregation develop a 
five-year ministry plan 

b.  Keep up with rising costs of insur-
ance, office supplies, program curricu-
lum and utilities. 

c.  Establish cash reserve and pay off our 
line of credit 

d.  Maintain our level of Mission Support 
to the church as offerings increase 

 The team also established financial goals 
related to general offerings, commitments 
cards and participation goals for the build-
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ing fund. Linda moved to approve the 
goals; second by Dave. Motion carried.  

7. New Business 

A. 2017 Confirmation Class Approval 
(October 15): Pastor Andrea recommend-
ed Blane Anderson, Lauralai Bartelt, 
Dominic Brandts, Cally Burnett, Alexis 
Cloyd, Parker Hoffer, Courtney McDon-
ald, Paige Pockrandt and Jacie Schultz, 
and moved that, “These students be re-
ceived as confirmed, voting members of 
Zion Lutheran Church, effective October 
15, 2017, with the privileges and duties of 
congregation to: a) Make regular use of 
the means of grace, both Word and sac-
raments; b) Live a Christian life in accord-
ance with the Word of God and the 
teachings of the Lutheran church; and c) 
Support the work of this congregation, 
the synod, and the church wide organiza-
tions of the ELCA through contributions 
of their time, abilities, and financial sup-
port as biblical steward. Second by Doug; 
motion carried.  

B. Focused Conversation on New Youth 
Staff: Pastor Andrea and the Youth Minis-
try Team shared the prepared job de-
scription. Pastor then led the discussion 
about the position, asking for feedback 
in regard to what words created excite-
ment and what was seen as positive in 
the description of the responsibilities. 
She also asked that council members 
share their concerns and questions, as 
well as what concerns and questions 
might be posed by the congregation. No 
action can be taken at this time since this 
position is funding dependent. Discus-
sion will continue.  

C. Finance and Stewardship Ministry Team: 
The team met and has made recommen-
dations regarding our offering enve-
lopes. After discussion, the decision was 
made to: 

  - Change the word “ Budget” to  
  “Offering”  on the primary envelope 

  - Eliminate the Youth envelope (no long-
     er necessary) 

  - Continue using Building Fund envelope 

  - Retire the Non-Benevolence envelope 
    (Members who give some or all of their 
    offering to non-benevolence generally 
     do not use the separate envelope) 

  - Continue using Initial Offering envelope 
    (generates $50-$200)  

        Motion by Phil; second by Steve to approve  
        the changes. Motion carried.  

8. Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 
9:14 PM. All members joined in the Lord’s  
Prayer.  

        The next meeting is October 18, at 7:30 PM.  

        Melanie Smith is responsible for devotions and  
         refreshments.  

         Faithfully submitted, 

         Linda Isebrand, Interim Secretary  

 

                        

 

 
 

 

 
    

          Thank you!  

   Zion Lutheran Church Women 

f   for your generous donation this 

   year to the Mission Circle.  With 

                       your generous gift we are able  

to purchase supplies to make the quilts that go 

overseas through Lutheran World Relief and 

for the quilts we make each year for the grad-

uating seniors.  Also, because of your gener-

ous gift, the Mission Circle makes periodic 

monetary donations to LWR to help pay for 

shipping to these foreign countries.  Just re-

cently a shipment of quilts went to Niger.  Also 

a recent distribution of LWR quilts went to the 

residents of the Arunima Hospice in Calcutta, 

India. For more information you can go to 

lwr.org.  Thank you again! 



15 

 

CHURCH COMMUNICATIONS: WHAT IS IT?  
By Rev. Emily Carson  
carson@semnsynod.org  

Communication is defined as the “expressing and 
transmitting of thoughts, feelings, and infor-
mation.” We all communicate all day every day – 
individually and as congregations. From the emails 
we send to the text messages we compose to the 
signage we have on the front of our churches, it’s 
all communication. It all deserves our attention and 
intention.  

Within the Southeastern Minnesota Synod, we have 
a network of people who support one another in 
the shared work of communicating. Learn more 
about the monthly newsletter (“Communicator Cor-
ner”), Facebook group and annual gathering at 
http://semnsynod.org/communicators.  

Church communicators are those who do any 
amount of communicating in their positions – this 
includes office administrators, secretaries, directors 
of communication, faith formation professionals, 
and rostered ministers. Both paid and volunteer 
staff can be communicators.  

A meaningful approach to congregational commu-
nications extends far beyond the font we select for 
the weekly worship bulletin or the frequency of 
newsletter publication. Communications is a realm 
which also includes the way we frame our an-
nouncements, the style with which we engage our 
visitors, and the means by which we invite honest 
feedback from members and visitors.  

There is no family of faith that communicates per-
fectly. It’s something we’re all working on and will 
continue to work on forever. Regardless of the size 
of your congregation, there are always opportuni-
ties to be intentional about improving how we com-
municate. Sometimes when a church is large 
enough to support a paid communications profes-
sional, we mistakenly assume that it’s “someone 
else’s job” and we no longer need to worry about it. 
In actuality, we are all part of the communications 

team of our congregations! We are all involved in 
expressing thoughts, feelings, and information 
about our families of faith, and that means we are 
all communicators!  

Ready to take the next step in approaching your 
congregation’s communications with intentionality?  

Consider trying out one of the following sugges-
tions:  

•    Subscribe to “Communicator Corner.”  

 Join the synod’s Communicator Facebook group  

 Participate in the annual Spring Communications      
       Workshop.  

 Take stock of all the ways your congregation is  
       currently communicating; make a list.  

 Evaluate: Explore ways your congregation could  
       begin the process of honestly and openly evalu 
        ating what’s working and not working among  
        your communications platforms.  

 Brainstorm: Email Rev. Emily Carson, the synod’s  
       Director of Communications, to brainstorm to 
       gether about ways to strengthen your conger 
       gation’s communications (carson@ semnsyn 
       od.org). Communicating is part of daily life – in  
       our homes, workplaces, and churches. It is  
       worthwhile to take time to approach this realm  
       of life with intentionality.  

Please consider partnering with the synod in mak-
ing your church’s communications the healthiest 
and most effective that they can be.  

 

 

 

Bible Quiz Answer:  C (See Daniel 3:25) 
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Zion Lutheran Church 

211 E Robinson St. 

P.O. Box 236 

Lake Crystal, MN 56055 

Phone: 507-726-2849 

Fax:  507-726-2119 

Church Office e-mail: 

zioninfo@zionluthlakecrystal.org 

pastor@zionluthlakecrystal.org 
 

Church website: 

www. zionluthlakecrystal.org 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Thursday  8 am—4 pm 

The Office is closed on Fridays. 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

211 East Robinson Street 

Lake Crystal, MN 56055 

Pastor 

Rev. Andrea Myers 

Office Manager 

Mary Gilman 

Choir Director 

Linda Isebrand 

Organist 

Sheldon Meyer 

Custodians 

Bob and Barb McDonald 

Our Mission Statement 

 

 

“To Make Jesus Known  

to All in Our Words and  

Actions.”  
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Sunday Morning 
9:00 a.m. Worship 

Communion the 1st & 3rd  
Sundays 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Fall Stewardship Appeal 

125th Anniv. Celebration 

2017 Leadership  

Nominations  

Did you miss the Sunday 

service? 

Sunday worship services 

replay on Channels 7 and 

10 on Wednesday morn-

ings  at 10:00 a.m.  


