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Dear Community in Christ, 

Has it really only been six weeks? On March 16, 

Zion’s Congregation Council voted “to suspend all in-

person worship and activities, effective immediately 

and until further notice.” For more than a month, ac-

tivity has been further limited by the “Stay at Home” 

mitigation, currently set to expire on May 3.  

The interruption of so many familiar routines  has 

left us disoriented and exhausted. (What day is it, 

again?)  These weeks have been filled with disruption 

as plans have been cancelled and the rhythms of daily 

life reduced to “essentials.”  

Like many of you, I’m yearning for “normal.” 

When planning for this May newsletter, I had hoped 

it would include a church calendar or at least some 

specific plans for how and when our 

in-person worship and activities 

might resume. My logical, planning 

instincts are eager to build a set of 

“if this happens, then we will…” 

contingencies. Unfortunately, such 

statements and predictions are not 

yet possible, so this newsletter con-

tains neither a calendar nor the usu-

al Action Team schedule.  

Very little seems “normal” about 

life at Zion right now. Pieces of our 

ministry program year (including 

Sunday School and choir rehearsals) 

came to an abrupt and unceremoni-

ous conclusion on March 15. It’s still 

not clear how some celebrations 

(like the Graduate Recognition planned for May 17) 

will happen. Many small groups and teams have had 

to shift to online meeting formats, together with 

weekly worship. (See below for more on this.) 

Let’s not equate a lack of calendar to a lack of ac-

tivity, however. An empty sanctuary does not point 

to a lack of prayer or worship. Our church is not 

closed for business, because the church isn’t a build-

ing at all. The church is the people of God living as the 

body of Christ in the world, and this body is certainly 

alive and well as its members carry out their daily vo-

cations of prayer, serving others, caring for family, 

and performing job tasks!   

Earlier in 2020 I invited you get “Back to Basics” in 

(continued on page 2) 
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What’s Next for In-Person Worship? 

“Pastor, when will we….?” We simply don’t know. 

Some restrictions are beginning to ease, but there re-

main concerns and unanswered questions about the 

virus and risk when it comes to worship.   

We know that worship gathers large numbers of 

unrelated people together in a confined space, where 

our practices of speaking and especially singing to-

gether provide opportunity for the virus to spread 

well beyond six feet of separation. It’s alarming, 

though not surprising, that several coronavirus out-

breaks have been connected with worship services. 

During his April 22 briefing, Governor Tim Walz 

said that the process of resuming activities would be 

more like turning a dial than flipping a switch. It is 

worth noting where “Places of Worship” falls on the 

“Social Settings” dial. We should expect that it will be 

some time before in-person worship resumes.    

In the meantime, the Council has tasked the Wor-

ship & Music team with developing the practices we’ll 

follow when in-person services do resume. Here are a 

few things you can expect: 

 We will continue to livestream worship so that vul-

nerable individuals (ages 60+ and those with un-

derlying health issues) can worship with their Zion 

community from home.  

 Physical-distancing measures will restrict available 

sanctuary seating.  

 New Communion practices will provide for physi-

cal distancing and hygiene during distribution. It’s 

likely that only bread will be distributed (a practice 

called “communion in one kind”).  

 Pre-and post-worship social gatherings will be dis-

couraged. Coffee fellowship will not resume imme-

diately.  

 The nursery will not be staffed. 

As you can tell,  “normal” Sundays as we experienced 

them pre-coronavirus will not return for quite some 

time. We will need to be prepared for changes that 

may feel awkward or even uncomfortable (like wear-

ing masks during worship).  

What’s Next for Online Worship? 

Sunday worship will continue to be livestreamed 

via Facebook at 9:00 am. You can access these videos 

via the links on the Zion website. (Click “Online Wor-

ship Resources”) While we wait for in-person services 

to resume, I will continue to lead a pre-recorded ser-

vice that includes members serving as readers and 

musicians. (Let me know if 
(continued on page 3) 

your life as a Christian by ex-

ploring the discipleship practices of prayer, worship, 

scripture reading, service, community, and reconcilia-

tion. Our pandemic-related disruption and disorienta-

tion are provides a unique opportunity to reconnect 

with these essential practices of Christian life.  

My prayer for this particular season is that the 

Holy Spirit nurtures within each of us a fuller experi-

ence of the life abundant that our Lord Jesus opens 

for us. Such a movement of the Spirit can equip us 

for building a “new normal” that is sustainable and 

grace-centered instead of simply returning to a 

“normal” that left so many of us breathless and wea-

ry. 

Jesus told his disciples, “Do not worry about to-

morrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. 

Today’s trouble is enough for today” (Matthew 6:34).  

These days, I tempted to reply,  “Don’t worry? Yeah, 

right.” Worry can be a constant companion in the 

midst of crisis and uncertainty 

Nevertheless, Jesus is right. (Of course.) Tomor-

row will bring its own troubles, but we cannot 

change that by any amount of worrying we do today.  

I’ve lost track of how often I’ve recently heard (or 

said), “We’ll have to wait and see.” It occurs to me 

that “wait and see” can be its own form of spiritual 

practice. To wait and see means being fully and mind-

fully in the present. It means letting go of the past 

(which we can’t undo), and letting go of the future 

(which we can’t control). We wait for the Lord, trust-

ing that he will reveal to us what already is, what may 

be possible, and what is not. “Wait and see” is about 

stillness, surrender, and trusting in the God who is 

abundantly more patient and generous than I can im-

agine. I invite you to wait and see, with me! 

 Trusting in Christ, our Great Physician, 

            Pastor Andrea  

(continued from cover) 
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you’d like to help!) 

Before Covid-19 we had not made the necessary 

investments in equipment, technology, or volunteer 

staffing to livestream worship from the sanctuary on a 

regular basis. During Lent we made do with an iPhone 

to livestream Holden Evening Prayer, but the sound 

quality was so poor that this won’t be workable for 

the long term.  

To livestream regularly will require some A/V hard-

ware and improvements to our internet connectivity 

from the sanctuary. We will also need volunteer help!  

First, I need Technical Help from someone capable of 

reconfiguring our current equipment (and supple-

menting as needed) for livestreaming. This could be a 

volunteer, or it may require hiring someone with the 

right skills. Second, we will need Weekly Livestream-

ing Assistants to work alongside our existing Video 

Team to monitor the livestream for comments and 

technical issues. Finally, following the recent death of 

Phil Bachman, we need at least one new member and 

a leader for the Video Team. Please let me know if you 

could help in any of these areas! 

What’s Next for Office Hours? 

Assuming that “Stay at Home” expires on May 3, 

Mary Gilman will resume the regular office schedule 

on Tuesday, May 5. For your convenience, a table will 

be placed inside the church entrance where you can 

drop off or pick up items rather than going into the 

office.  I will continue to work primarily from home. 

The best way to reach me (cell/text) is 507-402-1114.  

Financial Update 

Your continued and faithful giving to support Zi-

on’s ministries is greatly appreciated! As you can see, 

transforming our ministries in response to present 

needs will require financial investments and staff time. 

Please continue to mail in (or drop off) offerings at the 

church office, or explore the eGiving options available 

on the church website.  

One piece of good news is that we have received a 

loan of $24,000 through the SBA’s Payment Protec-

tion Program. (Many thanks to Kari Gustafson for her 

assistance in this matter!) The loan will be forgiven 

once we have documented our maintenance of pre-

Covid staffing.  

The Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team and oth-

er leaders are closely monitoring offering income and 

making adjustments where possible to our ministry 

expenses. We will need to prepare for our typical 

summer drop in offering income, as well as assume 

that pandemic-related loss of income may reduce 

offerings by some Zion members.  

What’s Next for  Youth and Confirmation Ministry? 

As mentioned above, the Sunday School year has 

come to a close. Many thanks to those who served as 

our teachers this year!  Community VBS is still on the 

calendar for August 2-6 and the planning team will 

soon begin their work—with hope! 

Unfortunately, the 2020 Summer Youth Trip to 

Colorado (both Plan A and Plan B) has been cancelled. 

Plans continue for the “Mission Mankato” service 

event in July, where youth in grades 6-11 can spend 3 

days serving together in the greater Mankato area.  

The remainder of this year’s confirmation program 

has been reworked based on family input.  Online 

Wednesday gatherings will give students a chance to 

play virtual games together and do a brief check-in 

with adult leaders. I’m also offering five weeks of 

small group learning about Jesus’ ministry, death, and 

resurrection. These conversations are brief (about 30 

minutes) and focus on readings and reflection ques-

tions students complete ahead of time.   

Closing Thoughts 

If you have suggestions for new ministry and out-

reach during this difficult time, or would like to volun-

(continued from page 2) 
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March 16 & April 15 

Council Recaps 
  

 

Council Actions and Discussions: 

Personnel Team: Approval of Linda Isebrand as the 

At-Large member for 2020. 

Mortgage Refinance: Discussion on the possibility of 

refinancing the mortgage with Thrivent. Rod Ise-

brand contacted Thrivent, and our current rate is 

3.8% and the refinance rate is 3.5% with 1% upfront, so 

at this time it is not recommended to refinance. 

Covid-19 Response Plan: Based on recommendations 

from the SE MN Synod Bishop and CDC of no more 

than 10 people at a gathering, on March 16 it was ap-

proved to suspend in-person worship immediately 

and indefinitely until we can safely gather. Will con-

tinue with online worship on Facebook. Information 

and recordings are available on the church website. 

Paycheck Protection Program: The Executive Coun-

cil meet on April 7 to consider applying for the 

Paycheck Protection Program through the Small 

Business Association which offers payroll assistance 

for businesses and organizations during the Covid-19 

pandemic. The Federal stimulus is offered through 

the CARES Act and is a forgivable loan to keep peo-

ple employed during this time. If 75% of the money is 

used for payroll and utilities, it will be forgiven. If 

not, it will be repaid at 1% interest. The Executive 

Council voted to apply for this loan. Since that vote 

the application was processed, reviewed, approved 

and funds deposited.  

Other Covid-19 Planning: The Council discussed what 

is needed during this time for our Church and Com-

munity. Working on steps to make sure congregants 

are being checked on to see how they are doing. Fi-

nancially, offering money is still coming in through 

the mail and eGiving. As of mid-April, we were ahead 

of expenses and the building fund has 3 months of 

payments in it. Giving statements will be sent out at 

the end of April. Plans for how to restart in-person 

worship will be developed by the Worship and Music 

Ministry Team and include practices to be imple-

mented to keep everyone safe.  The office opera-

tions are currently as follows: Pastor Andrea and 

Mary Gilman will continue working from home and 

when they begin working at the Church, there will 

be limited access to the office.  

Special Dates 

• National Day of Prayer, May 7, 2020 
• Mother’s Day, May 10, 2020 

• Armed Forces Day, May 16, 2020 
• Ascension Day, May 21, 2020 
• Memorial Day, May 25, 2020 

• Pentecost, May 31, 2020 



5 

THANK YOU to all the ladies who helped us in any capacity to serve the Lenten supper. It is because of 

your efforts we hosted a successful meal. 

Due to the suspension of worship and meetings at church, the board did not meet in March.  We will meet 

as a board using Zoom in April. 

The city wide garage sale scheduled for May has been cancelled. We are looking to participate in the fall 

sale on September 11th & 12th.  

The MN River Valley Spring Gathering scheduled for April 25th has been cancelled.  

The Community Band Concert on June 3rd is cancelled until further notice. 

With social distancing, you may find yourself with some free time. In addition to making use of the  

options Zion has put in place for us, be creative and find a way to stay connected with your Zion family.  

May circle meetings are on 

hold until further notice. 
 

May 19 

ZLCW Board Meeting     2:30 p.m. 

 

May 26 

Bible Study for Leaders    5:30 p.m. 

 Food Drive for Sharing Shelf 

Zion Lutheran Church is putting together a food drive for the Sharing Shelf located at First Baptist 

Church in Lake Crystal. We have a Thrivent Action Team grant that will supplement any food donations 

collected for this worthy cause. 

We are looking for are volunteers and food donations. Three or four individuals 

are needed for picking up food and delivering it to the Sharing Shelf. 
 

Food items that are needed are: Canned Chicken, Canned Tuna, Peanut Butter,  

Flour, Sugar, Oil, Toilet Paper & Misc. Canned Vegetables. (Please check expiration date) 
 

Collection dates set to pick up food are May 4th and May 5th. Anyone who would like to help pick up or 

donate food please contact Rod at 507-380-3351, call or text or e-mail to randli@mchsi.com. We need 

your name and address. Let Rod know what day you will have food set out on front step. Please put 

food in a box or bags. Pick up time will be after 10:00 am. 
 

Please consider helping out, and show our community how much we care for those in need. 

mailto:randli@mchsi.com
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Kendall Anderson 
Daughter of Tim & Barb Anderson 

 

Nolan Beckmann 
Son of Warner & Brenda Beckmann 

 

Cassandra Carlson 
Daughter of Dave & Kay Carlson 

 

Emilee Cloyd 
Daughter of Jeff Cloyd  

and Michele Langer 
 

Reese  Goeringer 
Daughter of Pete & Kelle Goeringer 

 

Hailey McDonald 
Daughter of Richard & Jeanine  

McDonald 
 

Austin Nickels 
Son of Jim & Tracy Nickels 

 

Adrian Schmalzriedt 
Daughter of Kim Schmalzriedt  

and Andy Schmalzriedt 

McKenzie Schoneck 
Daughter of Russell & Cathy Sohre 

 

Dougray Siebenahler 
Son of Doug & Evonn Siebenahler 

 

Riley Stordahl 
Daughter of Jon & Michelle Stordahl 

 

Kaitlyn Stromswold 
Daughter of Todd & Tracy Stromswold 

 

Abigail Teigen 
Daughter of Andy Teigen 

and Beth Teigen 
 

Matthew Thofson 
Son of  Mike & Amy Thofson 

 

Hunter Trnka 
Son of Steve & Susan Trnka 

 

 

Our Congregation’s prayers and best wishes go out to the Class of 2020! Please stay tuned for alternate 

arrangements for the Graduate Recognition Sunday previously scheduled for May 17.  
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Social Ministry 

Food for Friends 

Thank you for the donations of $70 received toward 

our Food for Friends meal on March 28. Unfortunate-

ly, four days prior to the serving date, the Salvation 

Army made changes to the minimum/maximum age 

requirements for the weekend serving teams, which 

disqualified half of our volunteers. For that reason, 

and the difficulty we felt we would have getting re-

placement workers during the time of social distanc-

ing, we found it necessary to cancel. The following 

day, after hearing from other groups, the Salvation 

Army suspended all weekend meals until further no-

tice. The gifts received were placed in Special Projects 

– Food for Friends and will be used for future meals. 

At this time, Social Ministry still hopes to serve on our 

next date, October 24. 

Caring Coins 

Thank you to the members of Zion who contributed a 

total of $177.68 to our March Caring Coins’ recipient, 

LSS Senior Companion Program. Since January, Zion’s 

members have contributed $584.69 to Caring Coins.  

With no in-person worship in April, Caring Coins were 

not collected for that month’s designee, Partners for 

Affordable Housing. 

Social Ministry is making some changes to Caring 

Coins for these reasons: 

 In-person worship is currently suspended and will 

likely be different for the near future. 

 Most of the gifts for Caring Coins are in the form 

of bills and loose change.  

Because the need continues, Caring Coins will resume 

in May with these changes.  

 Donations for Caring Coins will be accepted dur-

ing the entire month of May.  

 Caring Coins gifts can be given at any time in the 

month along with your regular offering, but spe-

cific Caring Coins gifts should be noted so that our 

weekly counters are aware of your request. 

 At the end of the month, the total gifts will be di-

vided between April’s designee (PAH) and May’s 

designee (CADA).  

 Gifts can be given by check, cash or by eGiving op-

tions (online or the Give+ app).  

In Case of an  

Emergency!   
 

Life events such as illness,  

accidents,  or death don’t  

happen on a schedule.   

If you or a family member  

are in need of pastoral care, please contact  

Pastor Andrea on her cell phone:  507-402-1114.   

This number is also included in the church office’s 

voicemail greeting. 

Please note that we do not check the office voice- 

mail outside of regular office hours, so any mes-

sage left when the office is closed may not be 

picked up until the next regular office work day. 

Zion Spring Scholarships! 

The deadline for Zion spring scholarships has been 

extended to May 14.   

Be sure to turn in your application and all requested 

documents to the church office by this date to be 

considered.  Forms are available on the church web-

site. 

Living Meadows Spring Luncheon 
The spring festival luncheon hosted by the auxiliary 

of Living Meadows at Luther, Madelia was cancelled 

in April due to Covid-19.  Our hope is that we can re-

schedule the luncheon in the fall.   

Please watch for further information later in the 

summer.   

Thank you  

Janette Abraham  
Linda Isebrand  
Joyce Johnson  
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Members: 

Barnard, Grant & Linda 

Becker, Jeff & Jan 

Caven, Tom & Kayla 

Cooper, Tom & Gina 

Friday, Jenifer 

Friday, Mark & Sandy 

Friedrichs, Josh & Katie Jo 

Grindstaff, Gary & Kristi 

Hoechst, Roger & Linda 

Hruby, Allan & Tammy Sweet 

Hutchens, Al & Mary 

Marben, Don & Judy 

Mikkelson, Greg 

Nuytten, Matthew & Bobbi 

Richmond, Bill  

Richmond-Johnson, Deb 

Sandstrom, Eli 

Sandstrom, Gary & Diane 

Scruggs, Karin 

Spencer, Jay & Dorene 

Stenge, Brent & Kelly 

VanRyswyk, Bill & Kim 

Walters, Sara  

Williams, Mary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Abbott 

Kris Anderson 

Jill Atkinson 

Aaron Bartelt 

Linda Beecher 

Paul Beinke 

Candice Burnett 

Tom Cooper 

Marvin (Lewie) Fleming 

Josh Friedrichs 

Seth Gilman 

Jessica Jones-Glaubitz 

John Graham 

Kyle Hauge 

Marsha Hawker 

Alex Hughes 

Deb Richmond-Johnson 

Mackenzie Jones 

 

Kelly Karels 

Scott Larson 

Daniel Lowis 

Rick Manke 

Darcy Mathews 

Judy Meyer 

Ginny Midthun 

Greg Mikkelson 

Ryan Mueller 

Andrea Myers 

Ronald Myers 

Renee Rollings 

Gary Sandstrom 

Eli Sandstrom 

Normal Sieling 

Todd Sittig 

Kathryn Torgerson 

Kim VanRyswyk 

NOTE: Because of the present 

uncertainty about plans for in

-person worship in May, we 

did not develop a full Action 

Team schedule for the 

month.  

As needs arise for online wor-

ship contributors or the re-

sumption of in-person ser-

vices, Action Team members will be asked for 

their assistance!  

May Team 8   Leaders: 

Steve & Judy Marshall  

(952-807-4685) and 

Diane Sandstrom (726-6594) 

Pastoral Acts April/May 

Funeral:  Phil Bachman 

Robert & Janet Atkinson 

Aaron & Heidi Bartelt 

Terry & Vicky Chesney 

Donald & Lois Davis 

 

Eric & Grace Fjeldberg 

Kristi & Gary Grindstaff 

Kevin & Denise Hagge 

Matt & Sara Halvorson 

Donna & Ray Roesch 
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Covid-19: What’s Next? 

Congratulations  
2020 LCWM Graduates 

 Spring Scholarship  
 Extension Date 

Sharing Shelf 

Council Meeting  
Updates 

Church Office e-mail: 
zioninfo@zionluthlakecrystal.org 

pastor@zionluthlakecrystal.org 

Church website: 
www. zionluthlakecrystal.org 

Sunday Morning 
9:00 a.m. Livestreamed  

on Zion’s Facebook 
 

Listen to sermons at www. 
zionluthlakecrystal.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday (8-4)  

Tuesday (8-12)  

Wednesday (8-4)    

Thursday (8-4) 

The Office is closed Friday. 

Phone: 507-726-2849 

Our Mission Statement 

“To Make Jesus Known to All in 

Our Words and Actions!” 

Zion Lutheran Church 

211 East Robinson Street 

Lake Crystal, MN 56055 

Pastor 

Rev. Andrea Myers 

 

Office Manager 

Mary Gilman 

 

Choir Director 

Linda Isebrand 

 

Organist 

Sheldon Meyer 

 

SonRise 

Myron Sandstrom 

Mark Friday 

Mike Thompson 

Clarence (Clyde) Thompson 

 

Custodians 

Bob and Barb McDonald 


