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Join us for Wednesdays in Lent!
Supper and Fellowship: 5:30-6:30 pm
Evening Prayer: 6:45 pm
Our 2020 midweek theme is Wondrous Love. Each
week, a member of our congregation will share a
part of their faith story with us during worship. This
year’s speakers will be: Mackenzie Jones (March
4), Karin Scruggs (March 11), Myron Sandstrom
(March 18), Doug Midthun (March 25), and Matt
Strum (April 1).
Zion members are invited to deepen their engagement with our theme by utilizing the Wondrous
Love daily devotional (available in the Narthex).
Wondrous Love explores Jesus’ journey from baptism to the cross and the empty tomb, as depicted
in the Gospel of Matthew. Jesus predicts that he
will be betrayed, arrested, abandoned, and put to
death, yet he continues on to Jerusalem and the
cross. The wondrous love shown by Jesus on this
journey guides us on our baptismal journeys and
inspires us to sing, serve, and share God’s love with
others. Each day in Lent, this beautiful, full-color
daily devotional provides a reading, a photo, a
quote to ponder, a reflection, and a prayer.
Office hours will be limited from Tuesday, March 10
through Thursday, March 19 as Mary will be away.
If you need immediate assistance, please contact
Pastor Andrea at 507-402-1114.

2020 Lenten Suppers:
March 4: ZLCW
Menu: Casseroles
Proceeds go to Camp Scholarships
March 11: Council
Menu: Sloppy Joes
Proceeds go to General Fund
March 18: Choir
Menu: Soups
Proceeds go to General Fund
March 25: Confirmation
Menu: Baked Potato Bar
Proceeds go to Youth Fund
April 1: Men
Menu: Brats and Hot Dogs
Proceeds go to Camp Scholarships

TALKING EARLY ABOUT DEATH AND DYING
Over the years, Mom and Dad were very intentional about
discussing end-of-life issues with one another. They included
us in those discussions as we grew up. As a result, we knew
that Mom wished to be cremated, rather than buried. We
knew that she did not wish for any “heroic measures” or a
feeding tube, and that she had a Do Not Resuscitate (DNR)
order in place.

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

I had plans this month to carry on with my “Back to Basics”
theme with an article about Worship. But sometimes—often Talking about these things early, before they were immeditimes—the best laid plans get interrupted and disrupted by ate concerns, equipped my brothers and I to make some
the realities of life.
very difficult decisions with the confidence that we were
The unexpected reality of my own life has been the sudden honoring Mom’s wishes.
death of my mother, Nancy Dobberman, on February 7,
GOOD PLANNING
2020. She had been struggling with a number of health isMom had put her legal affairs in order, including a Will, Powsues since Thanksgiving, but we had no idea how much her er of Attorney, and Medical Directive. She made sure we all
body was struggling. When she was admitted to the hospital had copies of these documents, which granted equal power
for the third time in three months, gravely ill, my brothers
to the three of us to act in her behalf.
and I made the difficult choice to shift to hospice care. During her final days, she was surrounded by her three surviving LETTER OF INSTRUCTION
children and our spouses. We prayed and sang and told sto- Mom was always details-oriented and ready for contingencies. About 20 years ago, she prepared a document on her
ries, and I held her hand as she took her final breaths.
computer called “Letter of Instruction.” It contained bank
And now, we grieve.
and insurance account numbers, passwords, instructions for
funeral arrangements, a list of charitable financial gifts to be
Grief is hard work, as many of you know. Whether the person is young or old, whether the death is unexpected or sud- made upon her death, as well as people to be notified. Prior
to Dad’s death, the document had included things like the
den, saying goodbye to one we love is a process that takes
combination to the lock on his work truck. Mom kept the
time. As writer John Pavlovitz says, “Death is a date in the
document current and made sure we had copies, and her
calendar, but grief is the calendar.”
instructions will save us countless hours as we settle her
I ask for your prayers. I also ask for your patience and foraffairs.
giveness as I return to the work of ministry. I know that I
have dropped some balls over the last three months, which FUNERAL PLANNING
have not been picked back up. I also thank you for the con- Another document on Mom’s computer was called “Funeral
Thoughts.” It listed favorite hymns for us to pick from, as
dolences and words of support and love you’ve already
well as 2-3 options for Old Testament, Psalm, New Testashared.
ment and Gospel readings. Though always active at church,
I want to share my reflections on some things that have
Mom was not one to talk much about her faith. As our family
helped us in these very difficult days.
read these passages together and reflected on how they
FAITH
connected with Mom’s life, she offered us the gift of her
The Apostle Paul once wrote, “But we do not want you to be faith testimony. We found this tremendously comforting.
uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died,
so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For
Mom’s death has been devastating for me. As we rememsince we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so,
ber our mother’s remarkable life, and give thanks for her
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have
love, I am deeply grateful to her for these final gifts.
died” (1 Thess, 4: 13-14). My family and I grieve with hope,
sustained in Christ and the promise of his resurrection.
Peace,
Whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. We
Pastor Andrea Myers
know that Mom is held now and forever in the love of God,
and that we will be with her again.
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allowance will remain in effect for all future years unless otherwise provided and has no budget impact for
the total amount of Pastor’s compensation.

February
Council Recap
February 19, 2020
Building and Grounds: Currently working on replacing all
lights in the building with LED bulbs. There is a city grant
that will cover the cost for LED bulbs. Dave Carlson and the
Building and Grounds team will be working together to replace and remove ballasts in the light fixtures. They will be
moving forward on this project soon.
Youth Ministry: There are still 5 open spots for the remainder of the Sunday School year to fill with volunteers. There
is still a need for an adult male who is willing to attend the
Colorado trip with the youth. The trip is scheduled for June
20-27. “Zion Week” at Green Lake Bible Camp is scheduled
for July 19-24. Information has been sent out to families
regarding summer camp.
Worship, Music and Adult Education: We will continue to
do Holden Evening Prayer for Wednesday night services
during Lent. Also we will hear Stories of Faith from members of the congregation during those evenings. Communion will be offered weekly during the Easter season. We
will continue to explore ideas for summer worship.

-Approved Bereavement Leave of Absence for Pastor
Andrea following the death of her mother. The 2 Sundays (Feb 9 and 16) and weekdays (Feb 10-13) will be
treated as bereavement leave.
-Approved Bereavement Leave of Absence for Mary
Gilman following the death of her sister-in-law. She
was out of the office Feb 10-13. This will be treated as
bereavement leave.
-Approved an unpaid family leave of absence for Mary
Gilman for March 17-20 (28 hours).
-Discussion around issues with the sound system.
Pastor Andrea informed the Council that Gary Grindstaff has found a couple of speakers that would be
mounted under the balcony to help project sound to
the back pews, which he would be able to easily install.
Also there may be some updates coming down the
road with the wireless mic and transmitter. Building
and Grounds will start the process of looking into some
replacement costs for sound equipment in the event
that there is a failure in the system.

Social Ministry: Caring Coins for February totaled $219.95.
Total gifts this year has totaled $407.01. Will be serving
Food for Fields on March 28th and the forms for workers
and donations will be posted no later than March 8th.

Dear Members of Zion,

Finance and Stewardship Team: In reviewing the balance
sheet and P&L, the major differences in January were Building Fund dollars were down approximately $5,000 and envelope dollars were down about $1,500 from a year ago.
The Line of Credit is $6,559, down from $11,569 a year ago.
Will continue to pay down the line of credit each month if
possible.

Thank you for the beautiful flower arrangement
you sent for Mom’s funeral. Thank you for your
support and the grace you have extended to me
in these days of saying good bye to her. Your
prayers mean so much! We take comfort in the
resurrection promise we have in Jesus Christ and
in knowing we are not alone as we grieve.

Council Actions and Discussions:

Pastor Andrea and family

-Approval of Pastor Andrea’s housing allowance of $37,116,
as required by current tax law. This designation of housing
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March 4
Miriam Circle (meeting at Zion)
Hostess: Darlene Halvorson
Bible study: Darlene Halvorson

2:00 p.m.

Rebecca Circle
Hostess: Judy Marshall
Bible study: Karen Myers

7:30 p.m.

March 17
ZLCW Board Meeting

2:30 p.m.

March 24
Bible Study for Leaders

5:30 p.m.

The ZLCW will be serving the Lenten supper on
March 4th. Proceeds will support camperships.
If you are furnishing a food item to be served,
we ask that you have it to the church by 5 p.m.
Thank you!
The spring garage sale is May 8th & 9th. It’s not
too early to start collecting your items (no
clothing); it will be here before we know it.
2020 dates to keep in mind:


March 4th Serve Lenten Supper



April 25th MN River Valley Conference
Spring Gathering



May 8th & 9th Spring Garage Sale

In Case of an Emergency!
Life events such as illness,
accidents, or death don’t
happen on a schedule.
If you or a family member
are in need of pastoral care, please contact
Pastor Andrea on her cell phone: 507-402-1114.
This number is also included in the church office’s
voicemail greeting.
Please note that we do not check the office voicemail outside of regular office hours, so any message
left when the office is closed may not be picked up
until the next regular office work day.

Thrivent Action Team Grants
There have been some changes to the process for Thrivent Action Team Grants. Anyone or any group
applying for these funds should be aware of these adjustments:


The $250 card is available for use for 120 days.



Applicants have up to one year to send their final report; however, Thrivent prefers to receive the
report as soon as possible after the event is ended.



Once the final report has been submitted, the card will remain active for ONLY two additional
weeks so applicants should be certain they have used all their funds within that window of time.

As always, please check the supply of shirts in the store room adjacent to the church kitchen so that
additional shirts are not ordered if they are not needed. All event participants are encouraged to keep
any shirt used at their event.
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Sharing Shelf
Each month a volunteer from Zion delivers our
food offerings to the Sharing Shelf. Thanks to
Patty Thompson for volunteering in February.
March volunteer is Joyce Roberts.
March needs include Tomato Soup, Flour, Sugar,
Oil, Peanut Butter, Fruit and Toilet Paper.
The Sharing Shelf is located at
the First Baptist Church,
312 South Oakland Street.
Hours are Wednesday evening
from 6:00-6:30 p.m.

Social Ministry
Have you Signed Up for Camp?
You can view the 2019 summer schedule for Green
Lake Lutheran Ministries at www.gllm.org. There
are programs for all elementary, middle, and high
school students!
The week of July 19-24th has been designated
as “Zion Week.” This is a great chance to try camp
with the assurance that you’ll see friends from
home while you’re there!
To receive a Camp Scholarship of up to $350, simply
contact the church office once you’ve registered!

A sincere thank you to the members of Zion who
contributed $219.95 toward our Caring Coins’ recipient for February, the Connections Shelter in
Mankato. Connections Ministry is a joint venture
of 16 Mankato churches who worked together to
open a shelter in October of 2017. Since opening,
the Connections Shelter has provided a warm
place to stay for nearly 300 guests. More than
350 volunteers are working together to show
God’s love by providing housing and other assistance to families in need. Thank you for your
kindness toward others. Thus far in 2020, Zion
has contributed a total of $407.01 toward Caring
Coins.
In March, our Caring Coins will be designated to
Lutheran Social Service’s Senior Companion Service, which is available throughout Minnesota.
The program intends to assist seniors who are
able to continue living independently at home
with the help of a weekly friendly visitor. Senior
Companions are trained volunteers who visit
three to four hours per week and do what friends
and neighbors might do: Enjoy conversation, assist with errands or transportation to appointments and grocery shopping, share interests or
hobbies like playing games or going for walks, go
to lunch or assist with correspondence or simple
household tasks. Thank you for your gifts!
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Zion Sunday School

February 2020

We need to fill five more Sunday School
teaching spots.

Weather Reminder:
All evening activities will
be cancelled whenever
LCWM schools are closed,
cancel evening activities, or
dismiss early due to inclement weather.

If you can help,
please contact
Kris Anderson
(726-6673).
Thank you!

Worship cancellations will be
announced on the church
Facebook page and on
KEYC.

Calendar

Help Our Money Counters!

March:
1- Regular Sunday School

When offerings are counted, each fund has to
have its own deposit slip. If you are donating to
more than one fund, please write two checks, one
for each fund. For example, instead of writing one
check for $150 of which $100 goes to Stewardship
and the additional $50 goes to the Building Fund,
write one check for $100 for Stewardship and a
second check for $50 for the Building Fund.

8- Regular Sunday School (SS Students sing
during worship)
15- Regular Sunday School
22- Regular Sunday School
29-NO Sunday School (spring break)
April:

Also, it is not necessary to lick giving envelopes.
These little changes will be a huge help to the
counters! Little things do mean a lot!

5- Regular Sunday School
12- NO Sunday School (Easter)
19- May Day Baskets

Thank you!

26- Last day of Sunday School
Visit Crystal Seasons & Camp scholarships
given out at worship
Activities/Dates are subject to change! Watch
for further announcements via bulletin, newsletter and email.
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Confirmation During Lent
As Lent continues this month, students will participate in midweek worship at 6:45 pm with their mentors on March 4, 11,
18, 25, and April 1.
Confirmation Youth will be serving the Lenten Supper March
25. Pastor Andrea has emailed out details on donations and
volunteers needed as we serve the Baked Potato Bar. The
offering received on March 25 will go to the Youth Fund to
support future youth events and trips.

Mark your Calendars!
Easter Breakfast: Sunday, April 21
Zion Youth (7th-12th) are asked to help with serving our
annual Easter Breakfast! Volunteers will be needed for setup
(8-9 am), serving (9-9:45 am) and clean-up (9:45-10:30 am).
We’ll also need food donations of sweet rolls or muffins,
egg bakes, fruit and juice.
The free-will offering taken at the breakfast will benefit the
2020 Colorado Youth Trip and the Youth Fund for future programming.

Support the 2020 Summer Youth Trip
This summer, five of our youth will be travelling to Colorado
for a week of adventure and learning!
THANK YOU to those who supported the trip through your
offerings at the Ash Wednesday supper.
This month, these youth will be offering trip shares for purchase after worship for $25 each. Watch the bulletin for dates.
Your investment in our youth will help them experience an
event designed to nurture their relationship with Jesus and
help them better understand their calling to love others. Purchase one share, or a hundred!
100% of your investment will go toward our fundraising goal.
We hope to raise $1,000 through the support of our Shareholders! Every trip investor will receive an invitation to our
special Shareholder Dinner Presentation after the trip.
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Confirmation Lock-In
Friday, March 13, 8pm-7am
This overnight will be a mixture of fellowship,
games, and learning for our 7th and 8th grade
students as we do a deep dive deep into the
ministry and teachings of Jesus.
Parent will be asked to sign up for volunteer
shifts (evening, overnight, and morning cleanup) to make sure we have a fun and safe event.
Contact Pastor Andrea with any questions or if
you’d like to help.
Non-parents are welcome to help, too!
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Happy Anniversary:
Jeff & Carol Dunker
John & Jackie Graham

March Team 6

Norma Abbott
Joshua Barnard
Sam Bartelt
Hank Beinke
Sharon Blekestad
Sally Bottin
Alexis Cloyd
Gina Cooper
Gabriella Dehn
Carol Dunker
Greg Dunker
Colleen Dunker
Lori Ebargary
Edward Erickson
Barbara Fleming
Mark Friday
Livia Friedrichs
Susan Gengler
Clara Gilman
Brogan Gilman
Meghan Glaubitz
Max Goettl
Karen Granger
Chelsie Grindstaff
John Gustafson
Jacob Hagge

Leaders: Rod & Linda
Isebrand 726-6167

Members:
Lisa Barden
Dorothy Barnick
Dave Boomgarden & Crystill Lorenzen
Jean Childs
Lori Ebargary
Larry Elg
Eric & Grace Fjeldberg
Philip & Rhonda Fjeldberg
Jackie & John Graham
Matthew & Tammy Greenough
Robert & Linda Hauge
Jerry & Marsha Hawker
Bob & Teri Hobart
Adam & Mackenzie Jones
Eric Jones
Diane Klinkner
Gail Larson
Daniel & Nikki Lowis
Rick & Charlene Manke
Todd Manke
Mark & Judy Meyer
Amy Montgomery
Verone Nelson
John & Gail Peterson
Don & Byrene Schmidt
Todd & Becky Sittig
Jon & Michelle Stordahl
Patty & Mike Thompson
Dwayne & Jessica Thormodsgard
Dorothy Yarger

Darlene Halvorson
Drake Halvorson
Mike Herbst
Jeremy Hutchens
Joyce Johnson
Val Laborde
Diana Lantz
Kysen Mathews
Cade Maurer
Michael Maurer
Greg Nelson
Gail Peterson
Leah Pockrandt
Kiliahna Scruggs
Lilly Snow
Cathy Sohre
Jay Spencer
Riley Stordahl
Mike Storlien
Braeden Strenge
Boni Thompson
Bruce Tibbetts
Cody Tibbetts
Scott Winters
Darlene Zeidler

Pastoral Acts 2020 to Date
January:
Mary Ellen Johnson (non-member) funeral
Larry Walters (funeral)
Bryer Erickson (baptism)
February:
Charlotte Sorensen (funeral)
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11
145
121
110
112
45

Week 2
Week 3
Week 4
Annual Mtg.

2019

Attendance

Week 1

January

38

130

73

99

112

2020
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103
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Wednesdays in Lent
Limited Office Hours
President Eaton’s
Monthly Message
Confirmation Lock In

Sunday Morning

Pastor
Rev. Andrea Myers

9:00 am Worship
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays of
the Month
10:05 am Sunday School

Office Manager
Mary Gilman

Listen to sermons at www.
zionluthlakecrystal.org

Choir Director
Linda Isebrand

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday (8-4)
Tuesday (8-12)
Wednesday (8-4)
Thursday (8-4)
The Office is closed Friday.
Phone: 507-726-2849
Our Mission Statement
“To Make Jesus Known to All in
Our Words and Actions!”
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Organist
Sheldon Meyer
SonRise
Myron Sandstrom
Mark Friday
Mike Thompson
Clarence (Clyde) Thompson
Custodians
Bob and Barb McDonald

