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Service of Healing:  

July 24 

“Are any among you suffering? They should pray. 

Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of 

praise.  Are any among you sick? They should call 

for the elders of the church and have them pray 

over them, anointing them with oil in the name 

of the Lord.” James 5:13-14 

Our need for healing can be felt individually, 

and as a community. Join us as we lift up these 

many needs in prayer, trusting that life and 

wholeness comes in the name of our Lord.   

Prayer stations will help us lift up prayers  for all 

those in need of healing of body mind and spir-

it, whether those prayers be for ourselves, for 

others, or for the whole world. Anyone who 

wishes may receive individual prayer with laying 

on of hands and anointing.  

All are welcome, and you’re encouraged to in-

vite a friend! If you’d like to assist with planning 

or leading this service, please contact Pastor 

Andrea. 

       Church Photo Directory 

Thank you to everyone who has already signed up 

to have their photo taken for the church  

directory.  A Membership & Outreach member 

will be available for onsite  sign ups on both Sun-

day, August 7 & 14 before and after service.  You 

can still go online at  appt.lifetouch.com or call   

1-800-521-4611.  Zion’s Photography dates are set 

for August 19, 20, 22, 23 & 24.  If you are unable to 

make it to any of these dates, please call Life-

touch at 866-756-0281 and they will help you 

schedule a time  at one of the neighboring 

churches where Lifetouch will be doing photog-

raphy this summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catch up with  
The Adventures of Flat Jesus  

on Page 5!  
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May the God of steadfastness and encourage-

ment grant you to live in harmony with one an-

other …  

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the glory of God. (Romans 15: 

5,7) 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

You’ve spotted someone you don’t know in 

worship. They might be a visitor. You want to be 

friendly, but you don’t know what to say to a 

stranger.  

You’re also worried about saying the wrong 

thing. What if you find out that this “visitor” is ac-

tually a long-time member whose work schedule 

often prevents them from coming on Sunday 

mornings?   

What will you do? 

Well, in the spirit of all those “Top Five” lists 

that seem to continually fill my Facebook News 

Feed, let me offer a list of my own: 

Five Things To Do  

When You Meet Someone New in Church: 

1. Smile warmly and make eye contact. Your body 

language tells others you’ve noticed them and 

offers its own welcome.  

2. Reach out a hand and introduce yourself. 

(Bonus points if you do it before worship, in-

stead of waiting for the passing of the peace!) 

Here are some possible conversation starters: 

 “Hi, I’m Joe…” 

 “I don’t think I’ve met you yet. I’m Joe...” 

 “I think we’ve met before. I’m Joe. Can you 

  remind me of your name?” 

 “Great day, isn’t it? I’m Joe…” 

3. If the person turns out to be a visitor, thank 

them for coming! Take a moment to introduce 

them to another member of the congregation.  

 

      If there’s time, also introduce them to 

      Pastor  Andrea.  

4. See if the visitor has any questions about  

Zion and our ministries, and do your best to  

help. Offer to get them a copy of our current  

newsletter (always available on the table by  

the office), and make sure they pick up one of  

our little visitor gifts in the Narthex.  

5. Whether you’ve just met a newcomer or cur-

rent member, invite them to join you for coffee 

after worship!  

I admit, all these things seem obvious. Yet, it’s 

important to remember just how simple this can 

be! Perhaps the  most important first step is to 

simply pay attention to who you see around you in 

your pew neighborhood. If you don’t know their 

name - even if you’ve seen them many times - take 

a moment to connect!  

One of the greatest gifts of Zion’s community is 

that so many of our members feel like they are 

known and welcomed here. Thanks for being a part 

of that welcome, and helping to build a community 

that cares for and supports one another as broth-

ers and sisters in Christ! 

As Christ has loved and welcomed you, let us 

welcome one another! 

   Grace and peace, 

    

   Pastor Andrea 

June 

Baptism:  

Myra Storlien 

Wedding: 

Holly Manke and 

Michael Peitz 
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ZLCW News 
Did you attend or assist with this year’s gar-

age sale? Do you have any thoughts for im-

provement? The ZLCW Board welcomes your 

ideas about this annual event. Feel free to 

contact the office, your circle chair or a mem-

ber of the Executive Board (Jamie Christianson, Nikki Lowis, 

Joyce Roberts, Mary Williams or Linda Isebrand).  

 

Thank you to everyone who responded to 

our annual request for a $10 donation to 

support the ZLCW. Scholarships for summer 

Bible camp are a big part of our budget and 

we are thrilled that more young people are 

electing to attend. Your generosity is appre-

ciated! If you’d still like to donate, gifts can be sent to or dropped 

off at Zion, or given any Sunday. Please mark your donation as 

“ZLCW.”  

 

 

Circles will not meet in July or August, but 

please mark Saturday, August 13, on your cal-

endar as Church Cleaning Day. We’ll gather 

at 9:00 to clean the kitchen and the nursery. 

Rolls and coffee will be provided. We hope to 

see you there!  

 

Save the date:  Tour of Tables is scheduled for October 22nd.   

Our entertainment this year is a music group you won't want to 

miss!  Save the date and don't delay getting your tickets.   They 

will be on sale in just a few short months.  More details to come 

soon!  

 

 

 

July1 

No  Bible Study for Leaders    

 

Mission Circle  will still meet on Tuesdays at 

8:00 a.m. 

Zion Lutheran Church Women 

Thank you to our   
Action Team 3 Leaders  

for assembling the June worship 
teams! 

Dave & Kay Carlson 

 

 

Team 4 

   For July 

Leaders: 
Aaron & Heidi Bartelt 

Deb Richmond-Johnson 

Team Members: 

Richard Abraham 

Grant & Linda Barnard 

Ronnie Bergemann 

Terry & Vicky Chesney 

Jeff & Carol Dunker 

Philip & Rhonda Fjeldberg 

Eric & Jennifer Fleming 

Josh & KatieJo Fredrichs 

Pete & Kelle Goeringer 

Matthew & Tammy Greenough 

Robert & Linda Hauge 

Allan & Mary Hutchens 
Blaine Jacques 

Gary & Kelly Karels 

John & Jeanne Madsen 

Richard &  Jeanine McDonald 

Greg & Cindy Miller 

Tim & Judi Olson 

James & Leah Pockrandt 

Clarence Schultz 

Russell & Cathy Sohre 

Mike & Amanda Storlien 

Clarence & Boni  Thompson 

Scott & Jennifer  Winters 
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A Word from the President 
The business of Zion continues 

Last month I commented on how our Ministry 

Teams have been working together and you, as 

members of Zion, can be proud of their dedication 

and service to help us continually work towards 

our Mission Statement, “To Make Jesus Known to 

All in Our Words and Actions.” 
 

Two more of our teams that were not mentioned 

last month are Worship, Music & Adult Education 

and Building & Grounds.  
 

Worship, Music & Adult Education are continually 

working to make our worship services meaningful. 

We are very fortunate to have many resources that 

use music to lift our spirits, such as our organist, 

Sheldon Meyer, our church choir, the Sunday 

school children and SonRise. We are always look-

ing for more individuals that would be willing to 

share their talents.  
 

The Building & Grounds team held a work day back 

in April. The north side of our building had some 

ground settling issues and with the help of many, 

landscaping was improved to better allow rain to 

get away from the building. After the June 14th del-

uge of 5+ inches of rain, we were informed that 

the work done was a success and there were no 

issues with the excess water.   Thanks to everyone 

who participated with this project! 
 

When you see any of our Ministry Team members, 

let them know you appreciate what they are do-

ing. The theme, “God’s Work. Our Hands,” is being 

accomplished by many through the talents of all of 

these individuals.  
 

As we continue through the summer months, en-

joy the warm weather and family vacations. But 

also know that the work of Zion continues, even if 

you are not in attendance at a Sunday worship.  
 

May God’s peace be with you all. 
 

Rod Isebrand, President 

Zion Lutheran Church 

 

Worship, Music & Adult  
Education Ministry Team 

By Sheldon Meyer 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr has many great 
thoughts. One is particularly useful and pertinent 
lately. Darkness cannot drive out Darkness; only 
Light can drive out Darkness. Hate cannot drive 
out Hate; only Love cannot drive out Hate. ELW 
Hymn #721 is “Goodness is Stronger than 
Evil”.   Although the text (Desmond Tutu) from 
this hymn and the quote (Dr. King) are from two 
different people, it just connects.  It communi-
cates.  It is truthful.  It is historical and contempo-
rary.   

The Worship & Music Committee has scheduled 
an informational session on July 31 right after 
worship.  The discussion is about designing/
redesigning the Narthex.  Let’s call this the Nar-
thex Design Meeting.  There are monies available 
for such a purpose, so come and volunteer some 
thoughts.   

It is hoped you are enjoying the “Favorite Hymns” 
for this summer.   Music is so we can pray without 
words. 

Singing Your  

Favorite Hymns 

This summer’s worship will 

include many of the 

“favorite hymns” that you 

nominated in May. Thank 

you to everyone who participated! 

Here are the favorites we’ll be singing this 

month: 

July 3:    Day By Day 

July 10 :  I Love to Tell the Story 

July 17:   Shall We Gather at the River 

July 24:   Borning Cry 

July 31:   Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling 
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At Green Lake Bible 

Camp with Lucas &  

Nicholai 

 The Adventures of Flat Jesus 
  

These warm summer months are a busy season 
of comings and goings. Many of us will be on the 
road in the weeks ahead, attending family celebra-
tions, driving kids to camp, or spending weekends 
camping.   
 

Wherever your adventures take you, remember that 
Jesus is always with you! One fun way for our con-
gregation to stay connected this summer is 
by taking along our favorite travel companion—Flat 
Jesus!  
 

Flat Jesus is a paper doll that kids (and adults!) can 
cut out and color. You can pick up your own Flat Je-
sus at church or download him Zion’s website 
(www.zionluthlakecrystal.org).  He travels well by 
car, plane, via mail, and even digitally! When Flat Je-
sus arrives at his destination, photograph & docu-
ment his adventures. Then send your pictures to 
Pastor Andrea (pastor@zionluthlakecrystal.org or 
text 507-402-1114). Be sure to include your name and 
provide some details about your adventure! 

This summer, we’ll share the adventures of Flat Je-
sus on our Facebook page and on our website. 
Watch for Flat Jesus during worship announce-
ments, too!  See page 5 for recent photos. 
 

This should be a fun way to keep in touch with our 
church family and should certainly be a conversation 
starter as you talk with family and friends about 
what you and Flat Jesus experience together! 

At a neighborhood clean up with the  

Gengler family  and Pastor Andrea 
At Okoboji with Braden & Julia  

At wedding 

of Holly 

Manke & 

Mike Peitz 

At. Mr. Rushmore 

with Aaron and 

 his cousin  

At Elizabeth’s 

graduation party 

http://www.zionluthlakecrystal.org/
mailto:pastor@zionluthlakecrystal.org
tel:507-402-1114
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Summer Bible Study:  

Lectio Divina 

No Experience Required! 

Summer is a season for growth and trying new 

things! Pastor Andrea invites you to grow with 

God this summer by trying a new Bible study that 

is perfect for all ages and experience levels. Each 

45-minute session will invite you into a quiet and 

prayer-centered encounter with God’s Word. The 

focus each week will be the gospel lesson for the 

following Sunday’s worship. Because each week 

stands on its own, you have the flexibility to join 

whenever your schedule allows. No advance prep-

aration is required; just bring your Bible! 

An added benefit: when you’ve studied the scrip-

ture on Monday, it lives in you all week and enrich-

es your worship of God on Sunday! 

We will meet on Mondays at 11:00 a.m. in Room 21 

(upstairs by the elevator) on the following dates: 

July 4:    no meeting 

July 11:    Luke 10:38-42 

July 18:   Luke 11:1-13 

July 25:   Luke 12:13-21 

If you’re interested in this kind of study but the 

day or time doesn’t work for you, please contact 

Pastor Andrea to discuss other options. Thanks! 

Vine’s Medical Equipment Loan 

Closet is Bare! 

If you have unused durable medical equipment 

collecting dust, please consider donating it to 

VINE.   Our closet is accessed approximately 150 

times a year and helps people with equipment 

that is needed on a temporary basis only. We are 

in particular need of walkers, commodes, shower/

bath chairs, toilet risers and bed rails.  Donations 

should be clean, in good condition and have no 

missing parts.    VINE does not accept CPAP ma-

chines, diabetes testing equipment, medications, 

liquid nutrition, slings, incontinence products or 

ace bandages.  Call Adam 387-1666 if questions 

BEFORE making deliveries to the VINE Office. 

 

Vine Caregiver Support Group 

Fourth Wednesday of July & August:   

July 27 & August 24, 1:30 pm—3:00 pm 

This group is for anyone who provides care to a 

family member with a progressive illness. The 

group is informal and there is no planned agenda.  

Attendees share their challenges and joys to sup-

port each other.  There is no cost.  Contributions 

are welcome.  Pre-registration and VACC member-

ship are not required. 

 

Vine Grief & Loss Support Group 

First & third Wednesdays of July & August: 

July 6 &  20, August 3 & 17  

1:30 pm—3:00 pm. 

This group is for anyone dealing with grief and 

loss.  Sharing experiences with others can often 

help us manage the pain that is a natural part of 

grieving the many losses in our lives.  You are wel-

come to attend as many sessions as you like. 

 

 

Moon Dogs Faith Night 

Zion will once again be  attending the 

MoonDogs Faith Night event on Sunday, 

July 31 when the Mankato MoonDogs 

play the Waterloo Bucks.  

Tickets are $5 each and 

available in the Office.  

See Kathy Fleming with 

questions. 



7 

Sharing Shelf 
The Lake Crystal Food Shelf has been renamed 

The Sharing Shelf.  You can make food dona-

tions to The Sharing Shelf by putting non-

perishable, unopened items (not past expira-

tion date) in the red wagon in the narthex.  The 

board posted by the wagon shows items most 

needed that month.  Watch for changes and 

updates.  This month the need includes:  cereal, 

pancake mix, peaches, pasta and peanut but-

ter. 

Each month a volunteer from Zion delivers this 

food offering to the First Baptist Church.  

Thanks Deb Richmond-Johnson for serving in 

June.  The July volunteer is Marsha Larson. 

The Sharing Shelf is located at the First  Baptist 

Church, 312 South Oakland Street.  Hours are 

Wednesday evening from 6 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

 

Newsletter Due Date 
The August newsletter due date is July 21 at 

noon.  However, feel free to turn in your infor-

mation any time prior to that deadline!   

Thanks! 

QUILT AUCTION EVENTS: 
July 22 & 23  

 Quilts can be delivered now through July 16. 
 If you wish to volunteer during the event, please 

call Sonya at 320-796-2181 or go to camp@gllm.org. 
 July 22 quilt review 5:00—8:00 pm ($3.00 charge) 
 July 23 auction 9:00—10:30 am 
 Live online bidding at www.gllm.org 
 Friday Supper and Saturday Lunch available on site. 
 

Spirit Ride Motorcycle Retreat 
August 18-22 

Do you enjoy riding motorcycle through the beautiful 
scenic country side?  This is the long weekend you’ve 
been waiting for.  Mike & Jeanette Jacobson will lead 
tours of the North Shore area each day and evenings 
will be spent in the comforts of the Camp House.    
Here is a great opportunity for relaxing weekend and 
enjoyable rides through some of God’s beautiful crea-
tion.   
Spirit Rides is open to individuals, couples and groups.  
Chose from 2, 3, or 4 night options.  Costs are : 
4 nights:  $190; 3 nights $145 and 2 nights: $100. 
Register online at www.gllm.org! 
 

The Quilters Mission Circle  
This group is looking for more quilters to join them on 

Tuesday mornings.   You do not need to be an experi-

enced “quilter” to join and have fun.  If you can tie a 

knot, we can use you!  Quilts are given to graduates as 

well as sent to foreign countries where the need is 

great.   

This is a great opportunity to socialize, have fun and 

give back to those in need.  If you are available on 

Tuesday mornings from 8:30 —10:30 am  or any time in 

between, please join us. 
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  BIBLE QUIZ: 

Who said to the prophet Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD”?  

 

A. Reuben, for selling Joseph into slavery  

B. Jacob, for deceiving Isaac and stealing his brother’s 

birthright  

C. Rahab, a prostitute  

D. David, considered Israel’s greatest king  

Answer on Page 13 
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July 10: Sharing the Story: 

2016 Summer Mission Trip 

The participants in our Summer Mission Trip will 

help lead worship on July 10! They will share sto-

ries and experiences from their of service and 

learning in Minneapolis June 19-22.  

THANK YOU for your generous support of our 

youth fundraisers this year. Your offerings at Len-

ten suppers, Burger baskets, and throughout the 

year helped us exceed our fundraising target for 

this trip! 

Youth VBS  

Volunteers 

Needed! 
Mark your calendars 

and join the fun as we 

host Community VBS at Zion August 1-4. Youth 

volunteers are needed to help our younger stu-

dents have a GREAT week exploring the story of 

Jesus. If you’re interested, please talk with Becky 

Sittig or Pastor Andrea. 

 

Mission Trip Participants 

Enjoying a Walk by Lake Calhoun 
Sorting Clothing Donations at Value Village 

Weeding a large hosta garden 
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Report for: May 2016   

Income May 2016 YTD May 2015 Change (+/-)         

Offerings 12,508.80 64,356.55 12,788.83 (280.03) A summary of income 
for all sources, and 
any change from the 
previous year. 

  

Non-Benevolence 2,280.00 9,220.00 1,405.00 875.00    

Building Fund 2,938.00 17,655.80 4,488.00 (1,550.00)   

Memorial Fund 180.00 270.00 315.00 (135.00)   

Special Projects 379.29 3,018.64 687.76 (308.47)   

Scholarship Fund 1,070.00 3,770.00 40.00 1,030.00    

Total 19,356.09 98,290.99 19,724.59 (368.50)   

         

Ministry Expenses May 2016 Monthly Budget Variance (+/1) YTD YTD Budget 
Variance 

(+/-)     

Salaries and Related 

Costs 9,795.29 10,709.33 (914.04) 48,044.20 53,546.65 (5,502.45) 

"How do our 
ministry ex-
penses com-
pare to what 
we planned 
for in the 
budget?"  

Utilities, Maintenance, 

Other 3,396.10 2,641.66 754.44  12,567.74 13,208.31 (640.57) 

Education, Mission, Re-

lated Costs 37.48 1,150.00 (1,112.52) 3,672.07 5,750.00 (2,077.93) 

Supplies 874.11 1,245.84 (371.73) 6,191.59 6,229.19 (37.60) 

Synod Mission Support 0.00 1,042.50 (1,042.50) 4,601.95 5,212.50 (610.55) 

Total 14,102.98 16,789.33 (2,686.35) 75,077.55 83,946.65 (8,869.10) 

       

Budget Cashflow  May 2016 YTD             

Income available  14,788.80 73,576.55 

(General Offerings & Non-

Benevolence)     

Ministry Expenses 14,102.98 75,077.55 "What is our net cashflow for the year for our minis-
try expenses?"  

  

Net (+/-) 685.82 -1,501.00   

         

Building Fund May 2016 YTD             

Income 2,938.00 

                     

17,655.80  

"What is our net cashflow for the year for the Build-
ing Fund?"    

Payments (3,891.00) 

                    

(22,025.10)   

Interest 1.90 10.95   

Current Balance 10,334.79        

         

Balances May 2016               

General Checking (1,610.83)        

Memorial Fund 6,014.15         

Non-Benevolence 971.27         

Special Projects 920.62   
    

  

Choir 330.46         

Scholarship 6,167.17         

Line of Credit 5,100.00         

Mortgage Principal 

(Thrivent) 496,346.72         

*Confirmation 2015; Confirmation 2016 = 324 

** Graduate & Celebration Sunday 

    Attendance Communion 

May 2015 2016 2015 2016 

Week 1 145 382* 111 157 

Week 2 115 116     

Week 3 226** 145 171 109 

Week 4 86 201**     

Week 5 139 84     
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Zion Lutheran Church 

“To Make Jesus Known to All in Our Words and 

Actions” 

Council Meeting May 18, 2016 / 7:30 p.m. 

MINUTES 

 

PRESENT:  Pastor Andrea, Matt Christianson, Linda 

Isebrand, Jim Halvorson, Kathy Fleming, Becky Sit-

tig, Steve Marshall, Sheldon Meyer, Mary Hutchens 

GUEST:  Beth Paumen 

 

1. Opening Devotions:  Linda Isebrand opened 

with a reading and prayer. 

 

2. Approve Agenda:  Motion to Approve:  Linda 

Isebrand; Motion Seconded: Sheldon Meyer; 

Motion Passed 

 

3. Thank-yous?  none 

4. Reports: 

a. Pastor’s Comments:  June newsletter dead-

line is Tuesday, May 24.  Encourage news 

items from each Team.  High School gradu-

ates’ recognition on Sunday, May 22, with 

quilts for the graduates.  Islam presentation 

will be on Wednesday, May 25 at 6:30 p.m. 

at Zion by Pastor Salim Kaderbhai.  Wednes-

day, LCWM baccalaureate, Pastor Andrea 

will preach, June 1 at 7:00 p.m. 

b. Secretary’s Minutes:  April 20, 2016; correc-

tion on date of Confirmation Sunday (should 

be May 1); add note taker name to minutes; 

Motion to Approve:  Becky Sittig; Motion 

Seconded:  Linda Isebrand; Motion Passed.   

c. Statistical Reports and Financial Summary:   

Underspent Ministry Expenses compared to 

last year, income for April 2016 is less than 

April 2015; doing very well with Building 

Fund. 

d. Finance and Stewardship Ministry Team 

(*Doug Midthun, Matt Lantz, Gary Sand-

strom):  Jim reported for Doug Midthun.  

Affordable Care Act credits for 2012 will be 

$1,340.00 and for 2013 will be 1,397.00 Con-

gregational Consulting Services of St. 

Cloud did the preparation and they will in-

voice Zion for $500. Continued discussion 

on the 2015 audit, may pursue a different 

course of action.  Stewardship for All Sea-

sons (SAS) evaluation request was present-

ed, need to provide missing data for Pastor 

Andrea and Gary Sandstrom to have availa-

ble for May 25 SAS meeting in Owatonna.  

Gary Sandstrom accepted role of team lead-

er and potential team members were sug-

gested.  A note regarding the budget short-

fall concern will be included in this coming 

Sunday’s bulletin.  A request for a pledge for 

the Gustavus Association of Congregations 

was reviewed and tabled until later in the 

year, dependent on the financial ability in 

the future.  Motion to approve that, going 

forward, the office manager, Pastor, money 

counters and members of Finance & Stew-

Zion Lutheran Church Council 2016 

Rod Isebrand, President:  Executive, Membership & 

Outreach, Worship, Music & Adult Education  

Matt Christianson, Vice President:  Executive, Social 

and Youth 

Mary Hutchens, Secretary:  Executive, Membership  

Jim Halvorson, Treasurer:  Executive, Finance and 

Stewardship, and Building & Grounds 

Dave Hoffer: Building and Grounds 

Doug Midthun:  Finance and Stewardship 

Kathy Fleming:  Membership and Outreach 

Linda Isebrand:  Social Ministry 

Sheldon Meyer:  Music & Adult Education 

Becky Sittig:  Youth 
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ardship Team will have access to the giving 

records on a need-to-know basis: Jim Halvor-

son; Motion Seconded: Linda Isebrand; Who 

is included in ‘need-to-know,’ some forms 

will require information from former giving 

records / will be anonymous reporting on 

giving without name.  Motion Passed. 

e. Social Ministry Team (Dawn Hartman, Carol 

Dunker, *Linda Isebrand):  Linda reported 

on a thank you to Joe and Sylva Kubicek for 

serving as Meals on Wheels coordinators 

and to Gus and Marsha Larson for taking 

over this service.  Zion will serve Food for 

Friends on May 28, need bars and cash dona-

tions.  Caring Coins donation for Wellcome 

Manor Family Service was $129.89; Caring 

Coins will start in August through the end of 

the year.  Wish List:  look at roasters in kitch-

en to possibly prepare the food for Food for 

Friends in the future. 

f. Youth Ministry Team (*Becky Sittig, Kristy 

Schultz, Jennifer Fleming):  Becky reported 

on meeting for VBS, slow beginning to this 

process.  Have purchased a gift for Gina 

Cooper as  outgoing Sunday School Superin-

tendent.  Sunday School Celebration will be 

Sunday, May 22.  No final commitment on 

Sunday School Superintendent.  Will have 

gift cards for Sunday School teachers.  Will 

be distributed during church service on Sun-

day. 

g. Membership & Outreach Ministry Team 

(Beth Paumen, *Kathy Fleming, Steve Mar-

shall):    Kathy reported on registration for 

pictures in August for one more Sunday.  

Notification will be sent in July and August 

with phone messages as reminders of the 

sign-up date.  Lori Jacobs will take group pic-

tures, photos need to be turned in by Sep-

tember 7.  Moon Dog tickets were pur-

chased for the July 31 Faith Night, $100.00 

for 20 tickets and are available for sale.  

Phone calls or contact has been made with 

people who have not picked up envelopes.   

h. Worship, Music & Adult Ed Ministry Team 

(*Sheldon Meyer, Phil Bachman, Kristi Grind-

staff):   Sheldon reported that on May 29, 

Zion will use Setting One in hymnal.  Dis-

cussed replacing banners that are old or 

worn out.  Maybe add to current banners to 

switch out during the year.  Cottage Meet-

ings will be tabled at this time.   

i. Building & Grounds Ministry Team (Brett 

Strenge, *David Hoffer, Mike Bottin):  Great 

job on grounds’ work on a recent Saturday. 

5. Old Business 

a. Stewardship For All Seasons – Anything 

New?:  Kick-off meeting in March, next meet-

ing next week, working on benchmark of 

giving at Zion. Monthly meetings will be 

held.  

b. Constitution Task Force Update:  Was re-

viewed with amendments in 2009; amend-

ments in 2011 and 2013 need to be included.  

Hope to present to Congregation at meeting 

in January.  Synod meets in August that may 

make more changes necessary.  Need to 

identify gaps (Scholarship Team vacancies), 

etc. 

c. Memorial Fund Wish List:  Roasters for kitch-

en.  A list will be compiled and prioritized 

and shared.   

d. Congregational Vitality Survey Discussion:  

Survey was completed at Annual Meeting in 

January.  Zion’s results came back in the safe 

category.  Discussed factors affecting con-

gregational vitality.   

e. Gina Cooper Appreciation Gift?:  A gift has 

been purchased. 
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6. New Business 

a. Synod Assembly Review May 6-7, Comments 

- Pastor Andrea and Rod and Linda Isebrand 

attended.  Very good experience.  Funding of 

campus ministry has been changed, will re-

quire more local funding in the future.  In-

cluded a rewrite and clarification of Pastors’ 

compensation.  Will experiment with Assem-

bly meeting format in next 3 years.   

b. Request to Change August Council Meeting 

Date to August 24th:  Due to Pastor’s ab-

sence.   

 Motion to move August Council meeting to 

August 24:  Jim Halvorson; Motion Second-

ed:  Sheldon Meyer; Motion Passed. 

c. Review: “God’s Work, Our Hands” Communi-

cations. Any Feedback?:  Have removed fi-

nancial information and included more news 

items in Sunday bulletins.  Please give ideas 

and themes ‘to tell the story’ about time and 

dollar contributions to ministry; highlight 

stewardship.   

 

Treasurer’s Report:  General Checking: $30.57; Me-

morial Fund: $6,013.11; Building Fund: 

$9,967.89; Non-Benevolence: $301.13; Special 

Projects: $755.62; Available to Pay Bills and Pay-

roll: $331.70; Overdue Bills: $1,385.89; Current 

Bills: $2,660.49 

 

Adjourn at 9:05 p.m. 

Closing: The Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully Submitted:  Mary Hutchens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to all of these people  
celebrating their July birthday!  

 

 

 

Rowen Antony 

Emily Beckmann 

Shawna Brandts 

Bailey Burnett 

Cassandra Carlson 

Owen Cooper 

Tyson Dostal 

Shane Ellanson 

Riley Erickson 

Charlotte Fjeldberg 

Charles Gengler 

Samuel Gengler 

Jackie Graham 

Adam Hanson 

Jeremiah Hartman 

Linda Hauge 

Parker Hoffer 

David Hoffer 

Lonnie Honstad  

Hudson Knutson-Icks 

Linda Isebrand 

Brady Isebrand 

Erik Jacobs 

Tony Jacobs 

Lisa Johnson 

Phyllis Johnson 

Matt Lantz 

Marsha Larson 

B.J. Larson-Kittleson 

Jeanine McDonald 

Verone Nelson 

Bobbie Nuytten 

Chance Pockrandt 

Steven Preston 

Bill Richmond 

Jerome Sandstrom 

Dorene Spencer 

Abigail Stromswold 

Connor Thormsgard 

Tasia Thorson-Jordan 

Helen Thorstad 

Paula Tibbetts 

Jake Trnka 

Jay Utter 

Sarah VanRyswyk 

Joyce Vee 

Adam Ward 

Bible Quiz Answer: 

D.  (See 2 Samuel 12::13) 
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Social Ministry Team 
The Social Ministry Team (Carol Dunker, Dawn 

Hartman and Linda Isebrand) would like to thank 

everyone who worked at or donated cash or 

bars/cookies for our May 28 Food For Friends 

event. A Thrivent Action Team grant provided the 

funds to purchase groceries to prepare the meal 

for our guests. We had a smaller crowd than usu-

al, which may have been the result of pouring 

rain or a holiday weekend. Regardless, your sup-

port of those less fortunate continues to be a 

blessing to us. Our next event is scheduled for 

October 8. Please continue to save personal care 

items (hair conditioner is NOT needed at this 

time). As a team, we set a goal to encourage at 

least one new person to assist with serving at 

each of our events. We believe that once an indi-

vidual experiences the job of doing God’s work in 

‘real’ time, they’ll want to help again in the fu-

ture.  
 

Lutheran Social Services provides a variety of sup-

port and opportunities for folks in this area, in-

cluding services for Adoption, Counseling, Finan-

cial Support, Family Support, Foster Grandpar-

ents and Seniors Companions, Guardianship, Cri-

sis Nursery, Marriage Preparation, etc. A variety of 

brochures are available in the narthex; be sure to 

help yourself if you or someone you know might 

benefit from LSS. Zion, along with many of our 

members, supports Lutheran Social Services 

through financial gifts.  
 

Over the next few months, we’ll be working to up-

date our Prayer Chain Ministry, including correct-

ing contact information from participants or identi-

fying those who might like to be part of this im-

portant ministry.  
 

Caring Coins is on hiatus during June and July, but 

will resume in the fall, with donations for Cross-

roads Campus Ministry, the Backpack Program, 

Operation Christmas Child, ELCA World Hunger 

and the Lake Crystal Ministerial Association. Please 

take a moment to read the thank you from Well-

come Manor Family Services, our May Caring Coins 

 
Congratulations to these Zion 

members celebrating their  

July wedding anniversary: 
 

Peter & Kayla Caven 

Scott & Nancy Ellanson 

Pete & Kelle Goeringer 

Matthew & Tammi Greenough 

John & Kari Gustafson 

Robert & Linda Hauge 

Lowell & Linda Heydt 

Dustin Icks & Angie Icks-Knutson 

Deb Richmond Johnson & Don Johnson 

Christopher & Michele Kennedy 

Dee & Mary Pendergast 

Donald & Byrene Schmidt 

Tim & Melanie Smith 

Michael & Patricia Thompson 

Clarence & Boni Thompson 

 

Below is the note received from 
Wellcome Manor after receiving 
the $189.46 Caring Coins donation 
from Zion. 

 

Dear members of Zion Lutheran Church, 

On behalf of the clients and children of 
Wellcome Manor Family Services, thank you  
for your generous donation.  Because of your kind-
ness, we were able to meet the needs of the chil-
dren in our care and help them build stronger con-
nections with their mothers. 
Our clients are deeply grateful for your support in 
their recovery.  Thank you for opening your hearts 
to us. 

   Kymn  Files 
   Donations Coordinator,  
   Wellcome Manor 
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OUR CULTURE OF CALL  
By Rev. Paul Baglyos,  

Region 3 Coordinator for Ministry Leadership  

 

     Lutheran Christians understand God’s call to pub-

lic ministry leadership in the church to involve two 

essential dimensions: internal and external. The in-

ternal dimension of God’s call involves a person’s 

own discernment that “God is calling me to this.” 

The external dimension of God’s call involves the 

discernment of others regarding that person—

“God is calling you to this.”  

     Raising up leaders for the church requires that 

the whole church participate in the external dimen-

sion of God’s call. Some of the most common sto-

ries people tell when they begin to prepare for min-

istry leadership in the church are stories about oth-

er people encouraging them to do so. “Have you 

ever thought about seminary? “You would make a 

good minister.” “I can see you as a leader in the 

church.” Those sorts of promptings from ministry 

leaders and other church members, from family and 

friends, are common to the stories of people who 

become ministers of Word and Sacrament or Word 

and Service in the church.  

     Evidence suggests that our shared participation 

in the external dimension of God’s call to ministry 

leadership is becoming less vigorous than it has 

been in the past, even the recent past. For exam-

ple, over the twelve year period from the 2004-

2005 academic year to the current academic year 

(2015-2016) the total enrollment of students in Mas-

ter of Divinity degree programs (the preparatory 

degree for pastors) at the eight seminaries of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has de-

creased from 1,252 to 735, or 41%. No single factor 

by itself accounts for that decrease, but it is reason-

able to believe that one contributing factor is a ne-

glected commitment to identify people with 

demonstrated gifts for ministry leadership and to 

encourage such people to step forward in prepara-

tion for leadership.  

     The ELCA’s Model Constitution for Congrega-

tions stipulates that one of the responsibilities of 

congregation councils is to “seek out and encour-

age qualified persons to prepare for the ministry of 

the Gospel.” Integral to this report, therefore, are 

these questions to all who will read it:  

• How vigorously does your congregation attend 

to its responsibility to “seek out and encourage” 

gifted people to prepare for leadership as ministers 

of Word and Sacrament or Word and Service?  

• How many members of your congregation have 

been or are enrolled in seminary to prepare for 

such leadership?  

• Who are the people in your congregation that 

you can envision as effective ministry leaders?       

     The members of your synod who serve on your 

synod’s candidacy committee work with the people 

who come forward from your congregations, your 

outdoor ministries, your campus ministries and oth-

er contexts of discernment and call to prepare for 

public ministry leadership in the ELCA. Your candi-

dacy committees accompany those people in for-

mation for leadership, helping them further to dis-

cern both their gifts and their growth areas pertain-

ing to leadership, guiding them in their seminary 

programs, assessing their learning in field experi-

ence, and, when they are ready, approving them for 

ministry leadership in the ELCA under congregation-

al call.  

     To learn more about the work of your synod’s 

candidacy committee and the people currently pre-

paring for ministry leadership under the care of 

your synod’s candidacy committee, speak with any 

member of the committee, Bishop Delzer, Rev. Su-

san Miller, or Cheryse Brenno-Sloan. The work that 

we do together in the formation of leaders for the 

ELCA is made possible by the mission support your 

congregation gives to the synod and by the mission 

support your synod shares with the larger ELCA.  
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