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What Can’t Wait:
See Pastor Andrea’s Article
on Page 2

Worship Themes
December 1: Hope Can’t Wait
These texts speak of God’s promised day – a day
when wars end, swords are beaten into plowshares,
and spears become pruning hooks. How does unrelenting hope change us? How does it change our
world?
December 8: Peace Can’t Wait
John the Baptist invites us to believe in the vision of
peace, but first, we must repent of the ways we
turn way from God and of harm to others and ourselves. Only through honest confession can we seek
Advent is a season of waiting, but is idle waiting what reconciliation and become vessels of God’s peace, faGod wants of us? In preparation for the coming Messi- cilitators of the Kingdom of God drawn year.
ah, we wonder together—what things can’t wait?
December 15: Joy Can’t Wait
What demands our immediate attention? What reAs our children proclaim the Christmas story in readquires our work and preparation? What is it that God ings and songs, they invite us into deep and holy joy
can’t wait for? Is it our praise, reconciliation, and
– joy that trusts God’s promise of restoration, new
proclamation? Is it the end of suffering, isolation, and beginnings and justice. What does it look like to defear? This Advent, we invite you to join us in imaginlight in God’s goodness? How do we respond to God’s
ing, prioritizing, and preparing. As we wait, what
work in the world with joy?
can’t?
December 22: Love Can’t Wait
This is our theme for Advent 2019: What Can’t Wait? As Christmas draws near, we meditate on the courI invite you to check out some of these resources
age required of both Joseph and Mary. When an anfor spiritual reflection and renewal in this busy sea- gel comes to Joseph in a dream, he chooses to trust
son!
the angel and act counter to social and gender
norms – all so that the world might know love. How
Pastor Andrea
might we practice courageous, counter-cultural love?
How can we be brave enough to love one another and
“What Can’t Wait Devotional”
respond to God’s call in our lives?
Adults and Youth
December 24: Christmas Eve: What Can’t Wait?
Each day of December, this devotional will offer
something new, including: poetic prayers, original
art, written reflections, prompts for visual meditation, and journaling, colorable pages, and active
prompts.

Advent Calendar
Especially for Children & Families
Hang the calendar on your fridge and count down
the days of Advent by moving a magnet to mark
each day. (Or, post it on a wall and use a Post-It
note to track our movement through Advent.) Daily
actions will engage your family in our “What Can’t
Wait?” theme.

Christmas reminds us that God couldn’t wait for the
end of war, suffering, or human injustice. God couldn’t wait, so God broke through the shadows to
bring light and love. God couldn’t wait to be love in
flesh – and neither should we!
December 29: Love Doesn’t Wait
We’ll continue celebrating Christmas through lessons and carols that keep us rooted in the hope,
peace, joy, and love of Jesus, the Word made flesh.
“What Can’t Wait” Theme and Materials © 2019
“A Sanctified Art” www.sanctifiedart.com
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December 4: Rebecca Circle

7:00 p.m.

Hostess: none
Bible study: none
December 4: Miriam Circle
Hostess: Linda Hoechst
Bible study: Sally Bottin
December 5: Martha Circle
Potluck at Crystal Seasons

2:00 p.m.

noon Our thanks to all of you who supported the ZLCW in

2019. We look forward to the 2020! The Board will not
meet in December. Our next meeting will be held on
January 21, 2020.

No ZLCW Board Meeting in December
December 17:
Bible Study for Leaders

ZLCW Thank Offering/Annual Meeting
Thank you to the 18 women who attended the ZLCW’s
Thankoffering/Annual meeting and to those who prepared the food for the brunch. Thank you to Diane Sandstrom and Linda Hoechst for planning the event.
Reports were received from the officers, Tri-Mission, Living Meadows at Luther, Madelia Auxiliary and each
of the circles. Sally Bottin moves from vice president to president. Lois Peterson has graciously agreed to
serve as vice president. Thank you, Sally and Gail! All other officers remain the same. We approved the
budget for 2020. New handbooks will be distributed to circle chairs prior to December meetings.
5:30 p.m.

In addition, we collect pop tabs (donated to McDonalds) and cancelled stamps (donated to the American
Legion Auxiliary). The ZLCW collects used cards for St. Jude’s Ranch to be recycled/used to support programs for abused and homeless children. All kinds of cards are welcome – birthday, thank you, thinking of
you, Christmas, sympathy, etc. The entire card must be submitted. Please note that the card cannot be used
if there is writing on the backside of the front of the card. Due to copyright laws, these brands are not accepted: Hallmark, American Greeting and Disney. You may place any of the above items in the wooden
box located in the narthex.
New Information! We continue to support our elementary school through the collection of Box Tops for
Education but the process has changes. BTE coupons that are clipped from boxes are still accepted. However, if your purchase doesn’t have a coupon, but instead says, ‘Scan Your Receipt,’ you’ll need to do the
following:






Download the Box Tops for Education app and set up an account with your email and password
Enter the zip code 56055 to find our school
Select Lake Crystal Welcome Elementary as the recipient (this is the spelling used on the website)
Using the camera on your smart phone, scan the entire receipt. (The app allows you to take as many
photos as necessary.) This must be done within 14 days of purchase.
The credit will automatically be tracked to our school.

Our elementary also collects HyVee receipts. HyVee gives a portion of all sales to the schools, up to a specific limit. Receipts must be dated 9-1-2019 through 5-31-2020. Summer receipts are not accepted, but collection will resume when the 20-21 school year begins.
Triennial Gathering The WELCA Triennial Gathering will be held July 16-19, 2020, in Phoenix. Registration
opened on September 30th with Early Bird registration ($325) available through January 6, 2020, after
which it will increase to $375.
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Sermon Recordings
Now Available Online!

Zion Lutheran Church
Sunday School
2019-2020 (10:05 a.m.)

Did you know that
sermons from Zion’s worship services are available
to hear online each
week?

December:
1- NO Sunday School (Thanksgiving break)
8- Christmas Program Practice
15- Christmas Program during worship at 10 am
22- NO Sunday School (Christmas)
29- NO Sunday School (Christmas)

Here’s where you
can listen:

Note that Christmas program
practice will be held on December
8. The Christmas Program will be
held on December 15 at the 10:00
am service. Students should be at
church by 9:20 a.m. Also, we
need student musicians to play instruments/piano
before worship starts. Please contact Susan Gengler
at 381-8372.



Click the “Sermons” page of the church website.



Subscribe to “Zion Lake Crystal Sermons”
through your favorite podcast app.

Passing along a particular sermon to a friend is a
great way to share your faith and offer hope and
encouragement to someone who’s not currently
connected with a church community.

Sunday School teachers are needed January through
April! Can you help? Please sign up at:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
19j0cVymgIvSSvwDmisvyWvIC_qTVYPi3jY GxEtRBUL4/edit?usp=sharing.
January 2020:
5- Sunday School resumes * 3rd grade Bible
presentation during worship; 3rd grade parent/
child Bible class after worship
12- Regular Sunday School; Bible class (3rd) *SS
Students sing during worship*
19- Regular Sunday School; Bible class (3rd)
26- Annual Meeting—NO Sunday School

Weather Reminder:
All evening activities will be
cancelled whenever LCWM
schools are closed, cancel
evening activities, or dismiss
early due to inclement weather.
Worship cancellations will
be announced on the
church Facebook page and
on KEYC.

Sharing Shelf
Each month a volunteer from Zion delivers our food offerings to the Sharing Shelf. Many thanks to Pat
Baskfield for volunteering in November. Our December volunteer is Teri Thompson-Hobart. December
needs include cereal, cream of mushroom soup, chicken noodle soup, hamburger helper, canned chicken, canned fruit, ketchup, beef stew, chili and toilet paper.
The Sharing Shelf is located at the First Baptist Church, 312 South Oakland Street. Hours are Wednesday evening from 6:00-6:30 p.m.
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SAVE THE DATE:
December 30, 2019 from 12:00—5:30 pm for a
student blood drive hosted by Kaitlyn Greenough at Zion Lutheran Church!
Call 1-800-733-2767 to make an appointment.
Walk ins are welcome!!

November Council Meeting
Highlights

Building and Grounds: Zion has received a generous
donation to upgrading the lighting in the sanctuary
to LED bulbs. Scaffolding will be organized in the
near future for the lights to be installed.
Youth Ministry: Sunday School continues to go well.
A message will be sent to parents to recruit volunteer teachers in January. This summer, the youth in
grades 8-12 are invited to participate in the Adventure Trip to Skye Ranch, CO during the last week of
June. We will be looking for a couple of adult volunteers to join that trip.
Council Actions and Discussions:






Approval to direct the Youth Ministry Team and
the Personnel Committee to move forward
with the search for a new Youth Ministry Coordinator, following previous hiring practices. It
may take several months to find the right candidate.

Camp Registration Opens Soon!

Discussions regarding the Fall Stewardship Appeals, with commitment card turned in. A video
from the ELCA was watch regarding how our
offering are used. Will find a way to share the
video with the congregation at some point in
the future.

Online registration for Green Lake Lutheran
Ministries (GLLM) opens on December 9, with
Early Bird Registration ending February 14.
Visit www.gllm.org to learn about available
programs.
The week of July 19-24th has been designated
as “Zion Week.” This is a great chance to try
camp with the assurance that you’ll see friends
from home while you’re there!

Continued to reflect on the future of Zion, and
how to create sustainability in ministry moving
forward. What types of experiments would the
Ministry Teams like to try to become more participatory and engaging for the congregation?

Remember that all Zion students are eligible
to receive Camp Scholarships! Please contact
the church office once you’ve registered!
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Thank you to the following individuals who
helped paint the Youth Room in November!
Logan Anderson
Olivia Beecher
Nicholai Christianson
Lauren Cooper
Jacob Cooper
Owen Cooper
Tyson Dostal
Kera Hendriks
Falicia Gilman
Brooke Maurer

McKenna McDonald
Lucy Richards
Braeden Strenge
Sarah VanRyswyk
Jamie Christianson
Brent Strenge
Kris Anderson
Rod Isebrand
Pastor Andrea Myers

Beginning this month, we’ll be having monthly
Youth Group for our High School youth. Meet
in the Youth Room at 7:30 pm Wednesday,
December 11.
This month our theme is “Can I Ask That?”
What are some of the big questions you have
about God? Something you’ve always wondered about the Bible? Questions welcome
here!

Confirmation Calendar
December 4: Regular Class
Are you interested in the Summer 2020
trip? Please talk to Pastor Andrea as soon
as possible!

December 11: Mentor Night
December 18: Regular Class

There’s still space in the trip and we want
YOU to be a part of the adventure!

December 25 and January 1:
Christmas Break
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Adult Leaders are needed to make this trip
happen! Please speak with Pastor Andrea if
you are willing to share the gift of your time
with this important ministry!

Fall Stewardship Appeal Update
Thank you for your generous response so far to our
fall stewardship appeal!
Our goal is to receive Statements of Intent from 125
families for 2020. If you haven’t yet returned your
card, please do so as soon as possible!
Cards can be brought to worship or mailed to the
Church Office. You can also complete your Statement of Intent online at the church website.

portunity to unlock at $2,000 challenge gift when
ten (10) households become NEW eGiving participants by December 15th.

When you return a statement of intent card, you
help Zion’s leaders plan and budget for the upcoming year. Whether you are able to grow your giving
or not, returning your intent card is an important
investment that helps Zion responsibly steward
God’s gifts.

As we invest in Zion’s ministries in 2020, we can
make Jesus known to our community and our world
in even greater ways. Through the investment of
our selves, our time, and our money, God will be
able to do far more than we could ask or imagine!

Have you considered eGiving yet? It’s an investment Thank you for your financial partnership in Zion’s
that is both convenient for you and strategically
ministries.
beneficial to Zion. This year we have a special op-
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Happy December
Birthdays!
Barb Anderson
Dorothy Barnick
Lorrin Beecher
Corey Burnett
Ben Copeland
Theresa Glaubitz
Kelle Goeringer
Denise Hagge
Jim Halvorson
Todd Jacoby
Roger Jones
Michele Langer
Cheryl Lantz
Gary “Gus” Larson
Richard McDonald

December (Team 2
Team Leaders:
Rhonda Teigen
Mary Ward
Team Members:
Greg & Janette Abraham
Justin & Kris Anderson
Warner & Brenda Beckmann
Ann Blasing
Ian & Mandi Carleton
Bill & Beth Dostal
Greg & Colleen Dunker
Dave & Amanda Gilman
Troy & Jessica JonesGlaubitz
Grant & Melissa Goettl
Gary & Kelly Karels
Steve & Val Laborde
Richard & Jeanine
McDonald
Robert & Bob McDonald

Lorraine Miller
Beth Paumen
Brianna Sittig
Tim Smith
Brad Snow
Rhonda Teigen
Matt Teigen
Patty Thompson
Dean Tibbetts
Sheryl Utter
Larry Walters
Jennifer Zumwalt

Adam & Mackenzie Jones
Gary & Kelly Karels

Dennis & Donna Mikkelson
Kelvin & Regina Olson
Deb Osdoba
Kristee Richards
Randy & Kristy Schultz
Ken & Barb Sorensen
Charles & Karen Stoll
Andy Teigen
Matt Teigen
Ron & Rhonda Teigen
Victoria Thorson
Adam Ward
Mary Williams

November Pastoral Acts:
Funeral: Anita Beckmann
(non-member)
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Social Ministry

Lutheran World Relief

Our sincere thanks to everyone who contributed toward November’s Caring Coins, when $249.79 was
donated to Partners for Affordable Housing in Mankato. Year-to-date, our members have given gifts totaling $2,758.77. Thank you to all who have so graciously
provided gifts to needy organizations.

On November 12, fifty (50) quilts (put together by the
Tuesday morning
Mission Circle quilters) were delivered
to the Lutheran
World Relief warehouse in St. Paul,
MN. In the latest Faith in Action newsletter for
LWR quilters and kit
makers the following was written regarding the Kera
refugee camp in Ethiopia now home to 5,000 people:
"As a mother cradles her baby she expresses her
deep gratitude for the quilts to keep her children
warm and items in the Personal Care Kit that help her
family stay clean. Families are so appreciative that
they treat the quilts reverently, refusing to put them
on the ground. Birahanu Mengesha lives at Kera with
his wife and children. Because of donors like our
Tuesday morning women who make these quilts by
hand, putting love and care into each stitch, he sees
the quilt as a personal gift and treats it as such. Birahanu says, that the quilts and care kits have eased
their suffering.
Something as simple as cutting their nails and combing their hair keeps them connected to their old life.
Thank you to all our quilters for making the fifty quilts
and to Project Promise and Miriam Circle for putting
together personal care kits and school kits.

The Social Ministry Team has designated the Lake
Crystal Ministerial Association as the recipient of December’s Caring Coins, scheduled for Sunday, December 8. The member churches of the Ministerial Association are Abundant Life Christian, Cornerstone United
Methodist, First Baptist, First Presbyterian, Holy Family Catholic, Our Savior’s in Butternut and Zion Lutheran. Ministerial funds are most commonly used to provide limited emergency support in the form of vouchers that can be used for gas or groceries. Vouchers
are approved and distributed by the pastors to local
residents and travelers. The Ministerial Association
also helps organize the community VBS program and
LCWM’s Baccalaureate Service in May. As usual,
checks can be made to Zion, with Ministerial Association written in the memo line. Thank you for your
gifts!

Food for Friends
Thank you to those who donated cash for our October 26 Food for Friends event, when 69 guests and
four workers were served meals. Thank you as well to
those who helped prepare/serve the food, greet the
guests and/or assist with clean up afterwards. Workers included Beth and Tyson Dostal, Carol Dunker,
Linda Isebrand, Beth Paumen, Joyce Roberts, Donna
Roesch, and Steve, Sue, Hunter and Jake Trnka.

Please note:

The December Newsletter information due date has been moved up due to the
December holidays.
January newsletter input
is due no later than
Thursday,
December 19.

Attention Snowbirds!
For those of you going south for the
winter, please be sure the Church Office
has your correct information. Double check that
we have the right departure and return dates as
well as your correct winter address (street, unit
number, zip code). This will allow us to continue
keeping you current in church happenings by insuring you receive mailings from Zion. Thank you!

Thank you and
Merry Christmas!

Bible Quiz Answer: Answer: D (See Matthew
2:13).
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Bible Quiz
Where did the child Jesus and his
parents flee for safety?
A. Ethiopia
B. Syria
C. Rome
D. Egypt
Answer: See Page 9
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Advent & Christmas Schedule

Sunday School 10:05 a.m.
Listen to sermons at
www.zionluthlakecrystal.org
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday (8-4)
Tuesday (8-12)
Wednesday (8-4)
Thursday (8-4)

The Office is closed on Fridays.
Phone: 507-726-2849

Advent Theme: What Can’t Wait
Sunday School Program
Snowbird Request

Zion Lutheran Church
211 East Robinson Street
Lake Crystal, MN 56055
Pastor
Rev. Andrea Myers
Office Manager
Mary Gilman
Choir Director
Linda Isebrand
Organist
Sheldon Meyer
SonRise
Myron Sandstrom
Mark Friday
Mike Thompson
Clarence (Clyde) Thompson

Pastors’ Open House
Custodians
Bob and Barb McDonald

Stewardship Update
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