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President Asad’s recent interview does not provide any new information about his regime’s 
stance towards the actual war ravaging Syria. He is still assuming that he enjoys wide popular 
support, that the opponents are all rebels, or even terrorists, and that the whole chaos is caused by 
the West, Israel, and their regional allies (essentially Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Turkey). Since the 
same rhetoric has already been articulated many times, by the president himself or by his 
representatives, nothing seems new. Yet, a quick comment may be useful about Asad’s 
psychology. He can rightly be described as someone who lives away from reality. The weight of 
his father’s legacy, the complexity of the regional political situation, the internal and external 
threats, the economic difficulties, etc., have made him believe that he is the providential man 
whose destiny is to endure hardships for his country’s sake and for the benefit of broad Arab 
causes (the recovery of Palestine, the fight against imperialism, etc.). As far as I know from 
people who have been in close contact with him, his personality can be portrayed as 
ingenuousness that has undergone, under the burden of inextricable problems, a process of 
transformation to the point of reaching some kind of autism. 
 
If the main cause may be his own idiosyncrasy, the repressive nature of the system has largely 
contributed to render him aloof from the people. I remember that French President Jacques Chirac 
once told him: ‘You must go towards the people [with reforms] before they come to you 
[protesting].’ But the advice went unheeded. And when a delegation from Deraa farmers were 
granted a presidential audience, just after the first signs of discontent in March 2011, and told him 
that the local governor was asking for an enormous sum of money before he would give the 
authorisation to dig a much needed well, he is reported to have laughed with a childish mocking 
tone. The last proof of his withdrawn character was a propaganda photo shoot featuring him and 
his family enjoying the pleasure of playing in the snow, some weeks ago, when the weather was 
cold in Damascus and children were dying from lack of heating. Finally, one should be reminded 
that the Syrian regime has always relied on lying, which has certainly become second nature. 
 
From a military point of view, one cannot say that the regime is winning anything. I was in 
Damascus last September and noticed that the security apparatus was confronted by insuperable 
difficulties in controlling the situation. Were it not for the air force, the regular army would have 
been defeated in many places. And it seems that the situation is even worse today, with many 
more rockets falling on the capital. Not to mention the rout before the Islamic State, for instance 
when a northeast base was captured and soldiers were taken captive and then were gruesomely 
executed collectively. Hezbollah appears to be bleeding white while Iran is suffering from a drop 
in oil revenues. And Moscow may in the end be glad to find a solution (a global solution 
including the whole region, and probably the Ukraine), eventually at the detriment of the regime, 
in order not to continue delivering weapons that will never be paid for. A comprehensive deal 
between Russia and the West on terrorism, oil and gas, the extension of NATO, etc., will 
assuredly deal a severe blow to Asad’s strength. But even with Moscow’s continuous support, the 
regime cannot win on the long term. 
 
But can it lose? I have the impression that the threat of international terrorism has outmatched the 
West’s repulsion against the Syrian regime. Between plague and cholera, the numerous victims of 
the repression have been sacrificed on the altar of political realism. Secondly, it is difficult to 
affirm that the (political and military) opposition is united and represents a credible partner. 
Third, many people still support the regime, nolens volens: many Alawites, the minorities, and 
even the Sunni population which has escaped from the mayhem and live in government-
controlled areas, prefer Asad rather than total destruction or the rule of jihadist terror. If the last 
elections were a farce, the sociological backing is real, yet limited, for lack of alternative. This is 
obviously not a victory for the regime, but the president is desperately trying to magnify his 
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existing mainstays in a – usual – denial of reality. I can identify options for the regime’s future: 
maintaining the bloody status quo, until it becomes too costly and resembles nihilism. If this 
happens, an internal coup may occur to save what can be spared, on the condition that a 
reasonable deal is clinched with the ‘moderate’ opposition (which has to yet gather momentum). 
	  


