Monton Shelter

A Photograph of Monton Veterans’ Shelter.
This photograph is in the Salford History Library. The actual event has remained a mystery.
Several people have tried to find out what is happening here and there has been much
speculation and false leads.
Suggestions have included it being the dedication of the Shelter when it was opened in
1930; a military event connected with Monton or with Monton Veterans’ Association.
Are there clues in the photograph?
The event took place during ‘cold’ months, note the warm attire of the attendees
and slush on the ground.
What is the large paper the Mayor is holding? Is it significant to the event?
Why is a bugler present?
On the back of the photograph is a newspaper stamp, ‘Tillotson’ and ‘c1938’. Is this the date
of the event?
I found the answers to these questions, and much more, in the archives of the Eccles
Journals and St Paul’s Church, Monton.
Joan Seed 2014
The above photograph is the copyright property of Newsquest North West, Bolton News, formerly ‘Tillotsons’ the Journal
Group of Newspapers. Permission has been granted to the author by Newsquest North West to reproduce this photograph
and the other ‘Journal’ photographs in this document for internet use as well as library material.
The author gratefully acknowledges the assistance given by St Paul’s Church Archivist and the Salford History Librarian.
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Part One
History of the Shelter
The search for the event depicted in the photograph started with ascertaining the history of
the Monton Shelter. This was done from extracts from the Eccles Journals and the St Paul’s
Church, Monton, Church Magazines.
There is no dated correspondence available before August 1928 but there must have been
an application for a Shelter on Monton Green in early 1928, as a letter was sent to the Revd
A G Fox, the Vicar of St Paul’s Church, Monton, from the Eccles Town Clerk, Mr Ridgway,
dated 1 August 1928, in which he refers to his earlier letter dated 27 April 1928. Mr
Ridgway states that the Park’s Committee held its annual inspection and considered the
request for a Shelter on Monton Green but the Committee regretted their inability to agree to
such a shelter being erected.
The Eccles Journal of 3 Aug 1928 reported that the Parks, Cemetery, Baths and Recreation
Grounds Committee could not agree to the request from the Vicar of St Paul’s Church,
Monton, the Revd A G Fox, for a shelter for the use of old men and others during inclement
weather. During the meeting, Ald Hallsworth appealed to the Committee for sympathetic
consideration of proposals to provide shelters at Monton Green and elsewhere where
‘veterans of industry’ might meet. However, the Town Clerk was instructed to write the letter,
as mentioned, to the Vicar.
The project may have ended there, had not Councillor J S Speakman (whose name appears
later in the history of the Shelter) overheard some old men discussing the refusal ‘with strong
feeling’ and he got in touch with the Revd A G Fox, and a public meeting was arranged for
Tuesday 18 September 1928 to be held in the Francis Street School.
Interest in the public meeting to discuss the Shelter may have been raised by the publication
of a letter in the Eccles Journal of 16 August from the Revd A G Fox, in which he said that it
would interest the ratepayers of Monton to know the result of the appeal to the Eccles Parks’
Committee for a shelter on Monton Green for the use of old men in cold and wet weather
and that an offer had been made to the Parks’ Committee to endeavour to raise the cost
locally, estimated to be about £25, if public funds were not available.
The public meeting was held at which a reporter from the Eccles Journal was present and a
long and detailed report was published in the Eccles Journal dated 21 September 1928 and
also in the St Paul’s Church Magazine. The Journal reporter estimated that 100 people
attended the meeting, although this figure is disputed by the St Paul’s report writer who
believed there were between 200 and 250 people present. Needless to say the old men
were greatly pleased at the support given to their request by the people of Monton. The
report in the St Paul’s Church Magazine says that one of the old men was very satisfied that
’the elite of Monton’ were giving their support.
The meeting was told that the Council had refused the proposal to erect a shelter on Monton
Green. Monton had not made requests for parks or playing grounds as most districts had,
but the shelter was something they felt was really required. What they asked for would be

about the price of a garage - £25 to £30 in those days. They didn’t want an elaborate
structure, but one which would accommodate 25-30 people.
They discussed whether to use the shelter as a waiting place for trams and buses and it was
initially suggested that there should be two shelters, one for tram passengers and one for
users of the Green. However, it was noted that, as the tramways did not belong to the
Eccles Council, the question would require very careful consideration by the Town Council
because there were other places in the borough which might be felt to have quite a good
claim to a shelter as Monton.
This was also the topic of the ‘Local Chat’ column in the Journal dated 5 October 1928,
where the writer pointed out that the necessity for a tramway shelter at Monton Green may
be conceded, but it is no greater than at Winton, Barton or at Patricroft, and much less than
at Eccles, and also stating that it should be remembered that the services are not productive
of revenue for the rate payers.
Several people spoke at the meeting, including Mrs Boddan, who made an eloquent speech
which has an amusing ring when read in the light of today’s equality conscious society.
When talking of the old men who would be the main users of the shelter, she said that they
didn’t possess dining rooms and drawing rooms and they were glad to have a walk round the
Green while necessary work round the house was being done!
As the meeting went on, the level of feeling rose and reached a high pitch of enthusiasm.
The following Resolution was sent to the Town Clerk for submission to Eccles Town Council:
“That this meeting of Monton residents respectfully requests the Eccles Council to
reconsider its decision in respect of a public shelter on Monton Green and urges that
steps be taken to erect adequate shelter for those who use Monton Green.”
The Eccles Town Council considered the Resolution at its meeting on Monday 29 October
1928. Initially the committee was of the opinion that it would be undesirable to spoil the
appearance of the Green by erecting a building of the character suggested which would also
be expensive to maintain. However, the proposal received many favourable comments from
Monton Councillors, who had been present at the Public Meeting, and who were well aware
of the level of support the proposal had from the people of Monton. When it was taken to the
vote, the Committee finally agreed to the erection of a shelter at Monton.
The much sought after Shelter was completed in June 1930. The Shelter had been
designed by the Borough Surveyor, but it was not what the residents had expected. The
request had been for a Shelter suitable for use as a meeting place. The new construction
was on the lines of a Victorian Promenade Shelter as found in places like Blackpool. There
must have been some local comment because a letter was printed in the Eccles Journal of 6
June 1930 from Messrs Ernest A Newton and Leslie B Ward, denying ‘persistent statements’
that they were responsible for the design of the Monton Shelter. St Paul’s Church Magazine
of June 1930 announced that the shelter was not the kind of shelter that had originally been
requested; ‘but it is what our City Fathers think we ought to have’. It was thought that,
though the design by the Borough Surveryor was a beautiful structure, which so pleases the
eye, there was a lament that they could have wished for more comfortable seats.

Part Two
Progression from ‘Veterans of Industry’
to ‘Veterans’ Associations’
As reported in the Eccles Journal of 26 February 1937, there were Veterans’ Associations
active in Eccles, Barton and Monton.
The Mayor attended a social gathering of Eccles Veterans’ Association on Wednesday 24
February 1937 which was held in the Eccles Co-operative Society Hall. The Mayor said, “In
their shelters the Veterans were able to meet in the evening of life and recollect experiences
in happy conversation.” The Mayor went on to say that the Veterans had helped to make the
Borough what it was, and he hoped that the Association would be even more successful that
year, the year of the Coronation of George VI.
One of the Aldermen said that Eccles had cause to be proud of the Veterans’ movement
which had sprung up. The Alderman paid tribute to the foresight of those men who had
obtained open spaces for the borough, and referred particularly to the Eccles Recreation
Ground which ‘in the health of the people had saved more than 20 times its cost to the rates’.
The thought that the Monton Veterans’ Association had a military background is proved
unfounded by the above information.

Part Three
The Photograph
On the back of the photograph is a rubber stamp identifying the photograph as having been
taken by Tillotson’s (owners of the Journal local newspaper group) and a pencil date of
c1938. This was thought to be a clue to the date of the event, but nothing was found in the
copies of the Eccles Journals for that year.
The photograph was not reproduced in any of the Eccles Journals from the year 1930 to
1938. The copies of the Journals were scrutinised for the photograph or a report of a
dedication ceremony for the Shelter. Nothing was found. There was no mention of a
dedication ceremony for the Shelter in the St Paul’s Church Magazines. The Author feels
that such a ceremony would have been reported in the St Paul’s Church Magazine,
especially as its Vicar, the Revd A G Fox, had been the driving force behind the appeal for
the Shelter. Surely, Mr Fox would have conducted a dedication ceremony had there been
one.
Back to the original questions: What paper is the Mayor holding? Why is a bugler present?
These two very unusual occurrences seem to be crucial to the investigation. Maybe
identifying the Mayor in the picture would assist in ascertaining the date of the event?
A list was drawn up of the names of Councillors who had served as Mayor. These were:
1929-31
1931-32
1932-33
1933-34
1934-35
1935-36
1936-37
1937-38
1938-39

Robert Cardwell
Edward Hallsworth
John Peacock
George Gaunt
James Kelsey Walker
John Staton Speakman
James Harry Chapman
George Hiley
Charles Knowles

The Mayor and Mayoress in the photograph taken at
the Shelter look quite distinctive and their pictures were
very similar to the photographs of Councillor J S
Speakman and his wife. Councillor Speakman served
as Mayor from November 1935 until November 1936.

Councillors who served as mayors around that time are shown below. The first one is
Councillor Speakman. The others have very different features and were eliminated as being
the Mayor in the photograph.

The Journals of 1936, being Councillor Speakman’s term as Mayor, were checked again; in
greater detail this time. The Author decided to work backwards from the end of 1936.
There was something very familiar in a photograph in the Journal of 18 December 1936.
Although the photograph wasn’t of Monton Shelter, nor was Councillor Speakman the Mayor,
the large paper held by the Mayor, was the same as the one in the Monton Shelter
photograph. The mirror image of the text can clearly be seen as ‘God Save The King’.

On 12 December 1936 the Proclamation announcing the accession to the throne of King
George VI, following the abdication of his brother (Edward VIII) was made from St James’s
Palace and was repeated at other locations throughout the country. This is the picture of the
Mayor of Eccles, Alderman J H Chapman, making that proclamation on the steps of Eccles
Town Hall.
Would there have been a Proclamation for Edward VIII earlier in the year? Is the paper
which the Mayor of Eccles, (Councillor Speakman) is holding in the Monton photograph a
copy of that Proclamation? On the original photograph in Salford History Library it is just
possible to make out ‘King’ in mirror writing on the left hand side of the sheet, which
corresponds with the ‘God Save The King’ in the above photograph.
There was a lot of coverage in the Journal in January 1936 following the death of George V.
Back then the Journal included national and international news in each week’s publication.
Several columns were devoted to commemorating the life of George V and the mourning
which ensued on his death.

The Eccles Journal dated 24 January carried the following piece:

“In the glorious sunshine of yesterday morning Edward VIII was proclaimed King throughout
the Eccles borough. The proclamation was read by the Mayor (Councillor J S Speakman)
from the steps of the Town Hall, at Peel Green tram terminus and at Monton Green. The
Mayor was accompanied by the Mayoress, the Deputy-Mayor (Ald J K Walker), the Town
Clerk (Mr A V Ridgway), aldermen and councillors, Justices of the Peace, and Corporation
officials. At each of the three places Bugler James Powell, of the Patricroft Detachment of
the 8th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (Territorials) sounded the alarm, and then the Mayor
read the Proclamation.”
‘The reading of the Proclamation was heard by a crowd of about 400 people in the Town Hall
Square and by smaller crowds at Peel Green and Monton.”

There is now no mystery.
The photograph shows the sombre moment when Monton Shelter became the backdrop for
a major national announcement.
Although this photograph was not published in the Eccles Journal at the time, it records an
historic moment in the history of Monton.
Is that the end of the story? Well, it might seem so, but two year’s later Monton was
mourning the tragic death of the faithful and loving Vicar of Monton, the Revd A G Fox – the
inspiration behind the provision of the shelter for Monton Veterans.

Part Four
The Revd Albert George Fox
The Revd Albert George Fox MA was Vicar of St Paul’s Church, Monton, from 1918 until his
sudden death, at the age of 63, on Tuesday 23 February 1937. The tragedy happened when
Mr Fox was undergoing his driving test in Cross Lane, Salford; he collapsed and died at the
wheel of the car. The car was immediately stopped by the examiner, who summoned
assistance. The car which Mr Fox was driving at the time of his death was a present to him
from a son of Canon Nunn, with whom he served his first curacy. He had frequently been
seen about the parish practising for the driving test. One of his parishioners had been his
driving instructor.
Mr Fox was a Cheshire man coming from Odd Rode. He was educated at St Catherine’s
College, Cambridge, and obtained the BA Degree in 1899 and MA in 1904. He was
ordained in 1908 and entered his first curacy the same year under Canon Nunn at St
Thomas’s, Ardwick, where he remained until 1910. For 8 years he was Rector of St
Stephen’s, Hulme, and was appointed Vicar of Monton in 1918.
On the occasion of his marriage in September 1924 to Miss Alice Pauline Vaudrey of
Birmingham, a niece of the late Sir John Vaudrey, Mr Fox was heartily congratulated by his
parishioners and the local townspeople.
The Eccles Journal reported that Mr Fox had been keenly interested in the Monton Veterans’
Association and was very popular with the Veterans, who often had tea on the Vicarage
lawn. He had supported them in their efforts to persuade the Eccles Town Council to erect
the Veterans’ Shelter at Monton Green. Mr Fox was keenly interested in the work of the
Eccles Branch of the League of Nations Union, and was a member of the Eccles Ministers’
Fraternal.
The report went on to describe Mr Fox, saying he had a jovial disposition and a high sense
of humour. He was a practical man who enjoyed fashioning wooden ornaments, including a
summer house, bird baths and a windmill for the Vicarage garden.
Mr Fox left a widow and 3 young children, 2 girls and a boy.
The Coroner was satisfied that death was due to natural causes and an inquest wasn’t
required.
The funeral service was held at the Monton Parish Church (St Paul’s) on the 27 February
1937. St Paul’s Church was crowded to capacity on that Saturday morning. The service
was conducted by the Revd H P V Nunn, son of the late Canon Nunn, with whom Mr Fox
was a curate in the early days of his ministry. The Bishop of Manchester (Dr Guy Warndan)
gave the address and the lesson was read by the Arch-Deacon of Manchester, the Ven. A
Selwyn Bean. Internment was at Odd Rode Parish Church.

There is a Memorial Tablet in St Paul’s Church, Monton, which was dedicated and unveiled
at a service in 1938.
The Tablet reads:

‘In loving memory of
Albert George Fox MA
for 19 years the faithful and loving
Vicar of this Parish,
1918-37.
By love serve one another.’
A litany desk, also a tribute in the memory of the late Vicar, was dedicated at the same
service.

