Ba Wild

Tom and | met at a mutual fiend's
home as the lesthities of the Noling
Hill Caribbean Camival coninued
catsce. [T was a5 though we had
known each other for years. We
tafked all might and havent stopped
the cormersabon in the kst 10 years
We took each stage of our
redfabionship ab & lesursly pacs,

We moved o Australia after fouwr
vears of being together and Tom
told me he planned 1o propose a
voar after selting into Australian B,
Bt 1t took andliher yaar baldns be
spatted the deal oppotundy 1o pop
the question. We got engaged at
the end of a beautid coastal wak
st cutsice Monaco whee [ used
by v wehen | was young, it was
surmmertinne and very hol, even
though e sun had stanted o set.
Tom suggesied we go for a swim

in one of 1he coves to cool off. | sal
on his knee not realizing thal he
was nilentonaly on ong knoo as

e ek Arvd then be pulled out
the iy and proposed! It was the
perfect proposal for us, out in nalure
and spontaneous, There were ondy
a few other people there. | vaguely
remember & woman rekxng ona, |
rock close by with a baa

on her face. .
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Tom and Laura chose Sol Wedding Photegraphy & Film to capture their rustic romance.

Rural Charm

We chose to get mamied in Spain
a5 the country has a very special
place in gur heans, My parents
rilired to an olive grove in the
Axarquia region and their home is
one of our favourite places in the
world to urednd and savour each
moment at a leisurely pace

Our venue choice was a very
considared ong, | grew up in
Toromlo, Francse, Montreal and the
LK, arnd Tom is from the LK we
now |ve in Sydney, Ausiralia. A
destinalion wedding was detinilely
on the cards lor us becauss wa
had farmily and Iriends coming
from Australia, Asia, Europe, the
Middie East, Canada and the

LS. After considering venues in
Varous colntrios, we had mons
than enowgh venues on our
favourites list bul no firm decision

While vigiting my parenis in

Spain my parents suggested
Hotel Vireula, a venue closa (o
thair home. When we saw the
lush beauty of the hotel with

that sensational turquoise lake

in the background our wedding
wvenue shorllist became imelevant
in an instant, Wind was also a
wary irmpoadant consicaration for
s, The position of Lake Vinueia
means. that we avoded the winds
that you get by the coast that can

reake it difficult to hear and feel
retaxed in formal wear, Finally,

it was impoant ko us that the
wedding felt intimate and that
meant evarything needed to be
in one place. Preparation, the
caremony, cockiails, receplion
and dancing aftensards would all
happen in one easy-lo-access
space where guests would be
free fo enjoy themselres, but also
to pop back to thair roomis if thay
rieaded 0.

A Fruitiul Affalr
We chdn 't infenbonally set oul to
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harve a shyle other than knowing we
wanbed evenyone 0 feel relamed
and playful, sowe told our guesis
1o wear whal they felt comionable
in, whather this was a formal suil
with shorls and a hal or a foaty
sundress, We love nature and our
house s akwvays filled with flowers
and baghtly coloured frut and

wvig) from our garden of the local
markets, sowe adlded il
splashes of nature’s gifts Spanish-
shie. The molbers created poes of
Qranges, ines, kmons and ol
tree branches around the cefemony
and réecaplcon
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As our calebrant
aled a colourful
BNy just betore we
s, We wanted
taimvohe mora of the family in
the cerernory and it was a greal
opporumity to call our parents up
from their seats to help pour Some
of the sand into the glass vase
Tom's mother is an artist and
she painted a lree on canvas
fior us, which guests added to
with colourtul “'Eﬁ{s inks and a
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ceramony vase and wedding
tred, now framed, are reasunad
remindars of our special wedding
iy

One of a Kind

We chose Greg from Sol Wedding
for owr beidal photograptyy
because he is 50 passionate
about wihat he doas, he had plenty
of ideas about how to create the
DVD and, most importantly, we
trusted his skill and his integrity.
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The Sweelast Memorios

My less expected favourite £
maments amongst the many thatl
predicled were the speeches = my
bt friend Nancy surprised me

with the sweetest, funniest speech!
We alzo enjoyved the best man

speach, which we were expecting
might leave Tom cocling down

from embarrassment in the kichen
Incige but, to our relief, it was heardt
WANTTING.

We alzo preparad a funmy dance

rowtine with the help of our dance.
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teacher, Micky Haslam from Carog
Sydney. Althcugh al the lime it
was all a biur, the Songs Now give
me chills every time | hear them
becase of ther sagnificance, from
the selechon process, moang the
sectons we vanied imlo a sngle

. track, practising with MNicky at our

home in Sydney and then giving it
OLBF (21 Cp0 O O Wathhing cliry.

flarrying in Spain

bsciutely - go for it. Maka . '
22 rvancas lor amny questions you ‘

e lo be answered al countrysida

“ah open mind, because there are

50 mary good things aboud the
reqpon. We had lantastic weather, a
beautiful fragrant environment, greal
food and we wee able to add in
lots of extra features to our wedkding
because the region oflers belber
value for better quakty compared 1o
other Westarmesad counlnes
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Venue: Hotel La Vinuela,
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