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Utilities, Facilities, and 
Education 

 The Town of Danby and its partners endeavor to 
maintain and improve access to safe and efficient 
services and utilities throughout the community.  
The provision of safe drinking water, proper 
disposal of waste water, accessible solid waste 
and recycling facilities, cell phone / broadband 
capabilities and quality education facilities are 
critical to the continued health of the community.  
Danby is a town experiencing population growth.  
Utilities and facilities will need to continue to 
match growth in the community.   

Utilities 

Fire Protection 

The Danby-Mount Tabor Volunteer Fire 
Company provides fire protection for both towns.  
The company operates out of two fire stations, a 
main station on North Main Street north of 
Danby Borough and a sub-station in Danby Four 
Corners.  It belongs to a Mutual Aid Pact with 
Clarendon, Tinmouth, Middletown Springs, 
Pawlet, Poultney, Ira, Wallingford and the Wells 
Fire Departments. 

Its budget draws from three major sources: the 
towns of Danby and Mount Tabor, donations, 
and fund raising events.  

Although the majority of calls come from Danby 
and Mount Tabor the company has agreements 
for mutual aid services in both Rutland and 
Bennington Counties. 

The main water supply for firefighting is the 
available rivers and ponds throughout town.  The 
company responds to around fifty five calls a 
year according to a Fire Department Official.  
Over the past few years, the Fire Department has 
received Dry Hydrant Grants and has installed 
eleven dry hydrants throughout the community; 
and two more w� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  

There are a few flowing bodies of water in the 
Town.  Most of the accessible sites are not  

 

 

suitable as firefighting water sources due to low 
flows, high lifts, and construction complications.  
This makes development of year round reliable 
water sources difficult.  Ideally the Fire Company 
would like twenty dry hydrants spread 
throughout the Town and they strongly 
encourage residents to install a dry hydrant in 
any new ponds that are built that are near fire 
truck access. Additionally the Town should 
consider assisting with the cost of construction of 
these dry hydrants in public streams, particularly 
in extremely vulnerable areas such as Danby 
Village, as identified in the Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation Plan].   

The Company continues to upgrade its 
equipment and facilities through funds provided 
by the Department of Homeland Security.  In 
2014 voters approved a contribution of $25,000 
each year for seven years for the purchase of a 
new fire engine.  A new truck was purchased in 
2013 and is housed in the Danby Four Corners 
Fire Station through the same method.      

Residents appear to be pleased with the services 
being provided by the Company.  

While the Danby-Mount Tabor Volunteer Fire 
Company operates independently of either 
government, the Town of Danby encourages it to 
be active in considering new development 
proposals with regard to emergency access.  
General accessibility from the Company’s two 

� � � �  � � ! " # $ % & ' " % ' # $ �



N O P Q R S T U P V W O P X Y Z [

[ \
 

fire stations and site-specific road and building 
designs are especially critical.   

Police Protection 

Police protection is provided by a contract with 
the Rutland County Sherriff’s Office.  Danby is 
also covered by State Police from Rutland.  

Municipal Services 

An elected five-person Selectboard governs 
Danby.  Members are elected each year to serve 
three-year terms.  They are assisted by other 
elected and appointed officials: a Town 
Treasurer, Town Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk, 
Listers, Auditors, School Board Members, 
Regional Planning Commissioner and Planning 
Commission Members, and other Town officers 
as listed in the Danby Town Report.  

The Town Offices and town garage are located in 
Danby Borough on Brook Road.  Voters 
approved the sale of the Town Hall and two 
other parcels in 2014.  Annual town meetings are 
held at Currier Memorial School.  The transfer 
station and recycling center are located adjacent 
to the town garage.  For safety, health, liability, 
and fiscal reasons the current situation is in great 
need of modification.  Locating a site for and 
developing costs of a new town office and 
municipal garage are a top priority of the 
community.  

Water Supply 

The majority of homes had their own water 
supply, driven wells, dug wells, or springs in 
2014. 

The recharge area for the Danby-Mt. Tabor Fire 
District No. 1 well and springs are indicated on 
the Natural Resources Map.  This system serves 
the portion of the town within the Danby-Mount 
Tabor Fire District 1.  Planning for future water 
use should include adequate water for fire 
protection as well as domestic use. 

The water is abundant and of excellent quality.  
The Town Plan contains policies for protecting 
the streams, springs and other water supplies 
from contamination and depletion.  Currently the 
system can provide 50,000 gallons per day.  The 
system is at capacity.   

Sewage Disposal 

Sewage disposal is provided on an individual 
basis through town.  Septic tanks, dry wells and 
leach fields are the common method of disposal.  
Rural areas should continue to rely on individual 
on-site sewage disposal with low enough 
densities to allow such disposal without 
problems to adjacent neighbors or water supplies. 

There are many new alternative systems that 
could be investigated both by individual 
homeowners and by developers interested in 
constructing housing in a more compact manner.  
All wastewater disposal systems are permitted 
through the State of Vermont – Agency of 
Natural Resources. 

Education 

Assuring a high level of education is critical.  It 
not only provides Danby’s youth with the tools to 
grow and succeed, but it is a source of 
community pride.  Danby and Mount Tabor 
share one public elementary school, Currier 
Memorial.  Additionally, some parents have 
chosen to home school their children or send 
them to private or religious schools.   

Danby Town Office (formerly School #8) 
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Currier Memorial School 

Danby’s public school, Currier Memorial, is part 
of the Union District #23 under the 
administration of the Bennington-Rutland 
Supervisory Union.  It serves children in grades 
K-6 who are residents of Danby and Mount 
Tabor. 

During the 2014-2015 school year the school had 
a total of thirty staff, including seven full-time 
classroom teachers, five full-time para-educators, 
a principal, secretary, part-time specialized 
teachers, after school staff, food service 
personnel, a nurse, and a custodian.   

The overall proportion of households with 
children under 18 years of age in Danby was 40% 
in 2010. In spite of the town’s growth however, 
the actual number of children under 18 has 
dropped from 325 in 1990 to 301 in 2010.   

Enrollment at Currier Memorial has dropped in 
recent years from 168 students in 1996-97 to a low 
of 104 in 2013-14.  The school’s capacity is 
estimated at 200 students.   

The school has eight classrooms.  The school also 
maintains a library, kitchen, multi-purpose room, 
and a variety of offices.  Recreational facilities at 
the school include a playground, soccer field, 
tennis court, and the indoor gymnasium.  
Facilities are available for use by area residents.  
Parties interested in using indoor facilities must 
contact the school.  The Maple Street School in 
Manchester, an independent institution serving 
grades K-8 had 5 Danby students in 2014-15.    

Secondary Education 

As Danby has no high school facilities local 
families may choose which middle or high school 
their children attend. Students attending public 
schools have tuition paid in full.  Students 
attending private, non-religious schools are given 
the state average to apply towards tuition.  In 
2013-14, that figure was $11,703 for elementary 
school students, and $13,084 for students in 
grades seven through twelve. 

In the 2014-2015 school year, the majority of high 
school students from Danby attended Burr and 
Burton Academy in Manchester (42 students), 
Mill River Union High School in Clarendon (30 
students), and Long Trail School in Dorset (9 
students).  At least 5 other high schools and local 
schools providing 7th and 8th grade education are 
also used.  Bus service is provided for Danby 
residents who attend Mill River and Burr and 
Burton.  

Emergency Management 

Having emergency services available is among 
the basic needs of residents in Danby.  The Town, 
together with its non-profit partners, strives to be 
active in all four phases of emergency 
management: mitigation, preparedness, response, 
and recovery.  
 
1. Mitigation 

Mitigation means taking action before the next 
disaster to reduce losses of life and property. In 
2012, the Town adopted an Annex to the Rutland 
Region All Hazards Mitigation Plan. The Plan 
identifies the most likely types of natural and 
human-caused hazards and locations where these 
hazards are most likely to take place.  The Plan 
also sets forth a prioritized list of tasks to be 
completed to reduce the damage from future 
hazard events.   
 
Since the FEMA-approved hazard mitigation 
plan expires after five years, the Town has been 
working to prepare and adopt a new plan. High 
risk hazards in Danby include flooding and 
fluvial erosion, hazardous material spills, 

Currier Memorial School 
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particularly along Route 7 and the rail line, 
highway and railroad accidents, water supply 
contamination, as well as the significant fire risk 
in the Village District because of the lack of 
sprinklers in the wooden structures.   
 
Priorities in the draft 2014 Local Hazard 
Mitigation Plan include installing dry hydrants, 
upgrading culverts and roadside ditches, public 
education regarding fire hazards, stabilizing 
stream banks, and several other mitigation 
projects.   

The Town has also completed an inventory of its 
bridges and culverts and adopted a series of 
codes and standards for road maintenance that 
ensure sustainable practices.  Having these 
programs in place reduces the Town’s match 
against State dollars for certain public works 
maintenance projects. 
 
2. Preparedness 
 
Preparedness involves activities and measures, 
such as training, plans, procedures, and 
equipment, taken in advance of an incident to 
ensure effective response. The Town has an 
appointed Emergency Management Coordinator 
who is responsible for coordinating the various 
components of the emergency management 
system. One of the EMC’s core functions is to 
maintain an up to date emergency operations 
plan.  
 
Danby’s Basic Emergency Operations Plan 
(BEOP) was last updated and adopted on June 12, 
2014.  In December of 2013 Vermont Division of 
Emergency Management and Homeland Security 
released a new Local Emergency Operations Plan 
(LEOP) to replace the BEOP, which replaced the 
Rapid Response Plan.  
 
The emergency operations plan documents all the 
steps that need to be taken in the event of an 
emergency and includes a complete listing of 
contacts, selected methods for alerting the public, 
locations that are to be used as shelters and 
emergency operations centers, emergency 
equipment available, and a map of evacuation 

routes.  The emergency operations plan identifies 
emergency shelter sites: Danby Town Hall, the 
Mountain View Baptist Church, and the 
Congregational Church.  Also listed in the plan 
are high risk populations, vulnerable areas, 
emergency contacts, and local emergency 
operations center sites (the designated EOC is the 
Town Office).   
 
The emergency operations plan  should be 
examined and re-adopted on annually by May 1st 
to ensure that the phone numbers for key 
individuals are correct, that other key elements, 
such as making sure that all shelters are 
approved by the American Red Cross, are 
maintained, and that the response community is 
aware of regional organizations with specialized 
training.   
 
3. Response 

Response activities address the short-term direct 
effects of an incident and seek to save lives, 
protect property, and meet basic human needs.
This includes fire, police, and emergency 
response activities which are discussed below ^
Because of the town’s small population and rural 
setting response to some types of emergencies 
will not be as quick as they might be in larger 
communities.
 
4. Recovery 
 
Recovery is the process of rebuilding, restoring, 
and rehabilitating the community following an 
emergency. The Town should maintain records of 
costs incurred in the recovery from disasters, 
including road and culvert repairs.  This 
information is reported to Vermont Division of 
Emergency Management and Homeland 
Security, and the local Agency of Transportation.  
This aids the state in applying for presidential 
declarations of disaster in larger events and can 
make the town eligible for substantial 
reimbursement of costs. 
 
Vermont’s Emergency Relief Assistance Funding 
(ERAF) provides state funding to match federal 
Public Assistance after federally-declared 
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disasters.  Eligible public costs are reimbursed by 
federal taxpayers at 75%.  For disasters after 
October 23, 2014, the State of Vermont will 
contribute an additional 7.5% toward the costs.  If 
the Town takes specific steps to reduce flood 
damage the State will contribute 12.5% or 17.5% 
of the total cost based on these requirements.  
Currently, Danby is at the 12.5% level:  

12.5% for eligible communities that have 
adopted four mitigation measures: 
 
1. National Flood Insurance Program 

(participate or have applied);  
2. Town Road and Bridge Standards – (annually 

certify adopted standards that meet or exceed 
the standards in the current: 2014-2016 
VTrans Orange Book: Handbook for Local 
Officials; 

3. Local Emergency Operations Plan 
(adopt annually after town meeting);  

4. Local Hazard Mitigation Plan - Adopt a 
FEMA- approved local plan (valid for five 
years) or, submit a draft plan to FEMA 
Region 1 for review. 

 
17.5% ERAF funding for eligible communities 
that also have adopted:  
 
1. Maintenance  of  an  active  rate  classification

  (class  #1  through  9)  under FEMA’s 
Community Rating System (CRS) that 
includes activities that prohibit new 
structures in mapped flood hazard zones, 
OR;  

2. Adoption  of  a  Fluvial  Erosion  Hazard  (FE
H)  or  other  river corridor or floodplain 
protection bylaw that meets or exceeds the 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources FEH 
model regulations and scoping guidelines.  

 

Health Facilities 

Medical care is provided by physicians in 
Rutland, West Pawlet, Manchester and 
Wallingford.  The Rutland Visiting Nurse and 
Hospice Association provides services to the 
town while the Manchester, Wallingford, and 
Granville Rescue Squads provide emergency 

rescue services.  Danby also has first response 
capability.  In-patient care is provided by both 
Southwestern Vermont Medical Center in 
Bennington and the Rutland Regional Medical 
Center in Rutland.  

United States Postal Service 

The Danby Post Office celebrated its 200th year of 
service to the community in January 2002.  Today 
the United States Postal Service operates one 
facility in Danby that employs two individuals 
full-time and three others on a part-time basis.   

 

Solid Waste Disposal 

Danby is a member of the Rutland County Solid 
Waste District which is the primary regional 
entity administering and addressing solid waste 
disposal problems on a regional level on behalf of 
its constituent municipalities. The Town of 
Danby maintains a contract with a local solid 
waste disposal company and runs a waste 
transfer station at the town garage.  Home and 
business owners are responsible for transporting 
solid waste and recyclables to the transfer station. 

Each trash bag must have a Town of Danby 
sticker attached.  The Town currently accepts all 
recyclable unsorted.  They are transferred to a 
sorting facility.  It is the sense of those operating 
the transfer station that this has reduced the 
amount of solid waste disposed.    

In 2012 Act 148 Vermont’s Universal Recycling 
Law was passed. The intent of the law is to 
divert recyclable items, leaf and yard debris, and 
food scraps from landfills. By July 1, 2015 
recyclables will be banned from landfills; by July 
1, 2016 leaf and yard debris and clean wood 
waste will be banned from landfills; and by 2020 
food scraps will be banned. Facility owners and 
trash haulers will need to collect and manage 
these wastes accordingly. Municipalities are also 
required to implement variable rate pricing (aka 
“pay as you throw”) based on volume or weight 
by July 1, 2015. The Town will need to work with 
the District to ensure compliance with Act 148.   
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Telecommunications Facilities 

The Public Service Board regulates the siting, 
construction, and modification of towers and 
cellular structures.  Traditional tools that towns 
use to participate in the siting of cellular facilities 
include planning, adopting reasonable bylaws, 
and focusing on aesthetics, safety concerns (other 
than radiation) and character of the 
neighborhood.  
 

As a result of rapid industry growth, emerging 
technologies, and industry permit leasing 
requirements, Vermont towns have seen an 
increase in applications for telecommunications 
towers. Given the industry’s plans to increase its 
presence in Vermont and the sometimes highly 
sensitive nature of telecommunications tower 
proposals, it has become increasingly urgent that 
every Vermont town adopt community standards 
specifically addressing siting and application 
requirements for these towers. Thoughtful 
regulations balance the desire for better 
communications facilities with the desire to 
preserve scenic landscapes and ensure safety in 
each community. 

 

Child Care 

The availability of child care for our residents is a 
big factor related to the affordability of living in 
Danby.  Parents of young children need to have 
safe, accessible, and affordable child care options.  
Otherwise choices have to be made between 
earning a living or raising a family.   
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In Danby there is currently one licensed 
afterschool program, one registered home care 
provider, and one licensed nursery and preschool 
that opened in 2014.  It is difficult to assess the 
need for child care facilities in Danby because of 
the high proportion of adults who commute to 
other communities to work.  For instance the 
2008-2012 American Community Survey 5-Year 
Estimates showed that for Danby residents the 
mean travel time to work was 25 minutes. It is 
expected that many parents choose to have their 
children  near  to  their  places  of  work  thus  
potentially  reducing  the  need  for  facilities  in  
Danby. Some undoubtedly use family members 
to provide child care.  Parents and/or child care 
providers in Danby should be asked to provide 
input on the need for additional child care 
facilities. 
 
Throughout the Rutland Region there are 85 
registered home care providers and 69 licensed 
child care centers, which include early childhood 
and school-age care programs. Rutland City 
accounts for nearly half of the capacity of the 
region’s providers, with 30 registered homes and 
27 licensed centers. To improve the quality of 
services Vermont has established the Step Ahead 
Recognition System (STARs) program to 
recognize regulated child care, preschool, and 
afterschool programs that take measures to 
exceed state standards in providing services to 
children and families. STARs ratings range from 
1 to 5 stars based upon their success in five areas 
of performance (e.g. staff qualifications). 
Approximately 72 child care providers in the 
region participate in STARs. Sixteen of those 
providers have achieved the highest rating of 5 
stars, and 18 have a rating of 4 stars.  
 
There are critical issues regarding child care that 
should be considered in Danby even with the 
small number of child care facilities in Town. 
Low income families have difficulty accessing 
child care and afterschool programs due to 
financial constraints, lack of transportation, and 
the demands placed on working parents. Middle 
income families also struggle to pay for child 
care. Statewide from 2003 to 2012 market rates for 
a preschool age child in a licensed child care 
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center increased $140 per week to $200 (43.9% 
increase) and rates for a preschool age child in 
registered home care increased from $106.25 to 
$150 per year (41.2% increase) (2012 Vermont 
Child Care Market Rate Survey). Another 
deficiency is specialized child care services for 
infants as well as children with special needs. 
Lastly child care providers struggle financially 
due to insufficient state and federal funding and 
workers are paid relatively low wages.  

 
 

Flood Resilience 
 

Introduction 

Flood events are Vermont’s most frequent and 
costly type of natural disaster. There are two 
types of flooding that impact communities in 
Vermont: inundation and flash flooding. 
Inundation is when water rises onto low lying 
land. Flash flooding is a sudden, violent flood 
which often entails fluvial erosion (stream bank 
erosion). According to the Vermont Division of 
Emergency Management and Homeland Security 
the state incurred costs of more than $850 million 
from Tropical Storm Irene.  Since the late 20th 
century, Vermont has experienced more 
frequent and severe flooding and will likely 
continue to in the future due to climate 
change.  
 

Mapping Flood Hazard Areas 

Maps are an essential aid to meet the new state 
requirement of identifying flood hazard and 
fluvial erosion areas and designating areas to be 
protected. Because the methods of mapping 
inundation and fluvial erosion corridors differ 
significantly, river corridor maps are a critical 
addition to existing flood hazard maps.  
 
The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
was created by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to address inundation 
hazards. Flood insurance rates are based on 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) or Digital 
Flood insurance Rate Maps (DFIRMs) which 
delineate areas of the floodplain likely to be 
inundated during a flood. These are identified as 

a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) or with a 
1% annual chance of flooding. Town 
participation in NFIP is voluntary. In Vermont 
two thirds of flood damages occur outside of 
federally mapped flood areas. 
 

History of Flooding  
A number of significant flooding events have 
occurred in Danby in the last two decades alone, 
as indicated in the flood table below: 
 
The worst recurring flooding problems tend to 
cover the roads and disrupt traffic flow, but to 
the actual damage to the roads, culverts etc. is 
typically minimal.  Frequent problem areas 
where damage to roads actually occurs 
include: 
 

Brook Rd— runs in a tight valley along the 
Mill Brook, crossing at several points and 
making several sharp turns 

Easy Street 

Danby Mountain Road 

Little Village Road 

Green Hill Road 

Colvin Hill Road 

Kelly Hill Road 

Lilly Hill Road 
 

Mill Brook during Tropical Storm Irene (moments 
before the Mill Brook House was washed away) 


