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Introduction 

The first plan for the Town of Danby (the Plan) 
was adopted in 1989 with the goal of reflecting 
the objectives and needs of the town’s citizens and 
to be used as a guide for future growth and 
development of Danby.  The subsequent 2002 and 
2007 versions of the Plan were major re-writes of 
the previous Plans and included town-wide 
surveys, community events, and mailings.  In 
2009 the Plan was readopted to change the Land 
Use Map to accommodate commercial and 
industrial uses along US 7 in the northern part of 
town.   

The current plan builds on the 2009 Plan and 
incorporates work associated with the results of a 
study of the Danby Borough area published in 
2007, titled A Plan for Danby Village. Actions 
focused on four areas: Community, Architecture and 
Buildings, Streetscape and Infrastructure, and 
Economic Development. 

 

Statutory Authority 
The Vermont Municipal and Regional Planning 
and Development Act (the Act) guides the 
preparation of Town Plans and includes required 
and suggested elements and adoption procedures.   
 
The Act requires that all plans contain twelve 
elements: a statement of objectives, policies, and 
programs; a land use plan; a transportation plan; 
a utility and facilities plan; a statement of policies 

on the preservation of rare and irreplaceable 
natural areas; an educational facilities plan; an 
implementation program; a statement indicating 
how the Plan relates to development trends in 
adjacent communities; an energy plan; a housing 
element; an economic development element; and 
a Flood Resilience element.   
 
Town plans must also describe how designated 
growth areas, such as Village Centers (which 
Danby has), support community goals.  
 
In order for the town plans to receive Regional 
Approval from the Regional Planning 
Commission they must be consistent with a series 
of statewide planning goals.  These include 
addressing agriculture and forestry, maintenance 
of historic settlement patterns, additional 
identification and protection of natural resources, 
housing affordability, economic development, 
and child care.  
 

Adoption and Maintenance  

The first step towards implementation of the 
Town Plan is its adoption as public policy.  As 
required by the Vermont Planning and 
Development Act, the Planning Commission shall 
hold at least one public hearing on the proposed 
Plan.  The Planning Commission must then make 
any necessary revisions and submit the proposed 
Plan to the Selectboard.  Under the Act the 
Selectboard shall hold one or more public 
hearings (towns with populations over 2,500 
require two public hearings) on the proposed 
plan.  After the final public hearing the Plan may 
be adopted by the Selectboard, or if substantial 
changes are made, may be sent back to the 
Planning commission.  Town plans expire five 
years from the date of adoption. 
 

Public Involvement   

Public participation is the backbone of any 
successful planning process.  For the 2014-15 
update of the town plan public involvement has 
been instrumental and has shaped a future vision 
based on the past and the realities of today.   
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Planning Commission meetings have been 
consistently attended by the public (primarily 
village residents) once or twice a month in 
numbers that surpass other rural towns.  
Throughout the process, there was significant 
interaction between the Planning Commission, 
the public, and the Rutland Regional Planning 
Commission. 

 

In association with the update the Planning 
Commission conducted a survey based on plan 
elements to gather feedback.  The results are 
presented throughout the document and attached 
as an amendment.  

Finally, a “Plan Danby” workshop was held in 
May 2014 to present the survey results and 
conduct breakout sessions on specific elements of 
the plan such as Land Use, Natural Resources, 
Plan Implementation and Transportation.   

Implementation Strategies 
 
Implementation of the Town Plan is a local 
responsibility. There are many ways to implement 
the goals and policies of the Plan that fall under 
two general categories – regulatory and non-
regulatory.   
 
Regulatory options consist of land use bylaws and 
other town ordinances, which can include 
numerous specific regulations that further the 
goals and policies in the plan.  The Act enables 
five bylaws that can implement a municipal plan: 
 
1. Zoning Regulations 
2. Subdivision Regulations 
3. Official Map 
4. Shoreland Bylaws 
5. Flood Hazard Area Bylaws 
 
Other Regulations that can be used to implement 
the plan include, but are not limited to: 
 
 Sign Ordinances 
 Health Regulations 
 Building Codes 
 Curb Cut ordinances 
 
The best process in which the town plan has 
regulatory effect is during the Act 250 review 
process.  The Town is automatically a party to Act 
250 proceedings which are triggered by 
development in the community greater than one 
acre in size. Participation in the Act 250 
development review process is a significant 
opportunity to shape large-scale development 
projects.  Clear community standards presented 
in the Plan are the most effective way a town Plan 
can shape growth to reflect community values. 
 
Non-regulatory tools focus on what the 
community can do to mobilize community efforts 
and secure funding to achieve its goals.  Such 
tools include, but are not limited to: 
 
 Capital Planning – The capital budget and 

program provides an approach for 
municipalities to select, schedule, and 
finance their capital projects.  The program 



         DANBY TOWN PLAN 2015 

5 
 

 

sets forth the capital projects to be funded 
each year and identifies the source of 
funding for each project. 
  

 Public Education - Successful 
implementation of a Plan depends on the 
voluntary actions of residents and 
landowners.  Public education regarding the 
Town Plan helps to convey the importance of 
local resources, facilities, and services and 
increases understanding of the need to plan 
for the future. 
 

 Public Investment – In conjunction with 
capital planning, public investment can 
include spending for water, transportation, 
education, solid waste, recreation, open 
space, housing, and more.  Funds to pay for 
public investment can come from a variety of 
sources, including, but not limited to, 
taxation, user fees, and governmental 
transfers (state aid) and grants. 
 

 Creation and/or nomination of historic 
districts or structures to the National 
Register of Historic Places to increase interest 
in historic preservation and attract funding 
for projects. 
 

 Land Preservation Programs – Such 
programs identify and prioritize land for 
preservation to be protected through a 
variety of techniques.  These techniques, 
which are typically voluntary, involve direct 
work with property owners. 
 

 Village Center Designation – The 

Borough area is currently designated as a Village 
Center from the State of Vermont.  The 
designation shall be renewed every five years to 
carry out goals and action items of this plan and 
to support land use goals of the State of Vermont, 
encouraging compact centers surrounded by rural 
working lands.  It is a goal of the Danby Town 
Plan to maintain this designation.  
 
Relationship to Town Plans and the 
Rutland Regional Plan 

 
A review of town plans for adjacent communities 
indicates that the Danby Town Plan is compatible 
with the plans and development trends of 
surrounding communities.  The plan’s objectives 
of encouraging development to take place in 
appropriate areas surrounded by working lands 
and supporting the continuation of sound 
agricultural practices and preserving the character 
of rugged natural resource areas are compatible 
with objectives in the municipal plans of 
Tinmouth, Wallingford, Dorset, Rupert, Wells and 
Pawlet.  Mount Tabor does not have a town plan.  
Due to close proximity, opportunities exist for 
Danby and Mt. Tabor to share functions such as 
transfer stations. 
 
The Danby Plan is also compatible with the goals 
and objectives of the Rutland Regional Plan that 
was adopted in June 2014.  Danby continues to 
have community representatives appointed to 
regional committees such as the Regional 
Planning Commission and the Rutland Region 
Transportation Council. 

View from Colvin Hill looking north 
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Community Profile 

Town History 

Danby was first settled in the mid-18th Century as 
a farming community by settlers from Nine 
Partners, New York.  In the years following 1765, 
Danby Four Corners was laid out as the first town 
center for small scale farm operations throughout 
the hills surrounding it.  

The town’s second settlement area was Danby 
Borough.  Water power from the Mill Brook and 
traffic along one of the soon-to-be state’s most 
important stage roads, later US Route 7 spurred 
construction in this area. 

The first sawmill was built in 1790 to 
accommodate local wood processing.  Over the 
next several decades as the town grew sawmills 
were a significant force in the local economy. 

At the time of the first US Census of Population in 
1791 Danby had the fourth-highest population in 
the region.  The town continued to grow through 
1810, when the population hit its peak – 1,730.  
The town had between 1,300 and 1,600 residents 
over the course of the rest of the century. 

The oldest standing structure in Danby is a Cape-
Cod style house built circa 1790 in the north-east 
corner of the town on the east side of Raymond 
Road. 

Danby’s most famous resource, marble, was first 
mined in the town in 1827.  Small-scale mining 
continued until 1840 when the first marble 
sawmill was built along Mill Brook.  As the 
marble industry grew Danby Borough overtook 
Danby Four Corners as the community center. 

By 1850 marble mining and production employed 
over 600 workers in Danby, many of whom were 
Italian or Polish.  

The railroad arrived in Danby in 1851, fifteen 
years after its construction had begun from 
Rutland.  It had an immediate impact on goods 
shipping, most notably marble, but also dairy.  

For the next several years thirteen marble-laden 
railroad cars left Danby daily.  In the world-wide 
financial panic of 1857 the marble industry was 
severely hurt and the railroad went bankrupt and 
the Danby Bank folded. 

The Western Vermont Marble Company bought 
out most of the quarrying operations in the town 
between 1862 and 1868 but competition from 
throughout Rutland and Bennington Counties 
forced all of the quarries in Danby to close by 
1870.  Agriculture and cattle farming resurfaced 
as the town’s economic focus in the latter part of 
the 19th Century. 

The Twentieth Century opened with great 
promise for Danby.  Silas L. Griffith, a Danby 
resident, became one of the wealthiest men in the 
state through the lumber and charcoal industry he 
owned in Mount Tabor.  He built a water and 
sewer system for the Borough and bequeathed a 
portion of his estate to the town.  He gave funds 
to the Congregational Church, the schools, 
Scottsville Cemetery, and created a fund that 
annually provides children in Danby and Mount 
Tabor with a Christmas gift, candy, an orange, 
and winter clothing, and provided boots for the 
needy.  His most substantial legacy, the S.L. 
Griffith Memorial Library, opened in 1904 and 
continues operations today as a private library in 
Danby Borough.  The library is now also the home 
of the Mount Tabor and Danby Historical society. 

Marble returned to the forefront of the Danby 
economy at the turn of the Twentieth Century 
with a revival in the use of white marble in public 
buildings.  The expanding Vermont Marble 
Company bought the Danby quarries from the 
Western Vermont Marble Company in 1905.  Just 
two years later they opened Danby’s most famous 
quarry in Dorset Mountain’s Lower Imperial 
Layer.  This quarry is still active and was acquired 
by Pleuss Staufer Industries (Omya) in 1976 when 
it purchased Vermont Marble Company.  The 
Vermont Danby Quarry is now owned byOmya 
and leased to RED graniti and Mazzucchelli 
Marmi of Carrara Italy and operates under the 
name Vermont Quarries Corp. 
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Danby has a rich history.  Its built environment 
and social legacies are an important part of the 
community’s heritage.  One of the town’s most 
proud features is its continuity of development, 
especially in the Borough area.  Businesses in the 
community continue to occupy the same 
buildings they did twenty five years ago while 
homes continue to stand just off the main roads 
leading into the Borough. 

The Historic Architecture of Rutland County, 
published in 1988, lists 113 structures in the 
National Register of Historic Places in Danby, all 
of which are located in the Borough, and another 
61 buildings from the Vermont State Register of 
Historic Places.  This reference is highly 
recommended to anyone interested in finding out 
more about Danby’s cultural heritage and historic 
architecture. 

Virtually the entire Borough area, stretching from 
North Main Street to South Main Street north of 
Depot Street, is on the National Register.  Homes, 
shops, the church, and the library are all listed 
and contribute to the town’s appeal and 
appearance of continuity.  From a preservation 
perspective the Town is fortunate to have had US 
Route 7 diverted east of the Borough area.  Main 
Street continues to be a local road serving mainly 
the community and its businesses. 

Historic sites and resources are found throughout 
the Town.  They include churches, stores, homes, 
and places such as the Smokey House Center near 
Danby Four Corners.  Over the course of the 
town’s history it has had residents involved in the 
blacksmith trade, wood and marble saw mills, 
cider mills, tanneries, creameries, cheese factories, 
and quarrying, among others.  Each one of these 
industries, and many more, are described in 
Danby Two Centuries, a book published in 1976 
by the community.   

See the Cultural and Recreational chapter 
beginning on page 29. 

   

Topography 

Most of Danby is located within the Taconic 
Mountains ecological region.  This region 
influences the area’s geologic, climatic, and 

vegetative characteristics.  For instance, the 
marble veins create conditions favorable for 
biodiversity of species, especially botanical, 
because of their alkalinity.  The marble veins also 
create a karst aquifer which creates complex 
hydrological flows in the local aquifers that make 
it especially vulnerable to contamination and 
depletion. 

There can be a wide variation of conditions within 
a given region.  The Town of Danby can be 
divided into four main geographic districts: 

1. The town’s eastern extremity borders the 
Otter Creek and the Vermont Valley.  The 
valley stretches to Mount Tabor to the east 
and to the Danby Borough to the west before 
meeting the edge of the Taconic Mountain 
range.  It is on this edge of the mountains that 
the town’s lowest elevation – 650 feet above 
sea level – is found. 

2. Aside from the Borough, the majority of the 
town’s flat land is located in the Danby Four 
Corner upland plateau at an elevation of 
approximately 1,400 feet. The flat land is 

RUTLAND REGION 

DANBY 
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surrounded to the west by Dutch Hill as it 
runs into the Danby Four Corners area.  
Dutch Hill forms a steep ridgeline that is one 
of the town’s most dominant physical 
features.  At its steepest point the ridge drops 
1,000 vertical feet in less than half a mile.  
Danby Hill and Colvin Hill form the eastern 
boundary of the Danby Four Corners Plateau, 
which extends north into Tinmouth and 
Clarendon.   

3. Steep slopes follow westward towards the 
town of Pawlet in a valley between 
Woodlawn Mountain and Mount Hoag.  

4. Danby’s southern border is wedged between 
two peaks: Dorset Mountain, one of the five 
highest peaks in the region at 3,804 feet of 
elevation, and Woodlawn Mountain 
(elevation 3,110).  A pass crosses from the 
town of Dorset at an elevation of 
approximately 1,700 feet and is served by the 
Dorset Mountain Road. 

See Topography Map on Page 13. 

 

Elevations 

Dorset and Woodlawn Mountains, as well as 
Dutch Hill, contain the town’s most severe 
topography and highest elevations.  These areas 
are unique and important scenic, recreational, and 
hydrological resources in the community.  
Because soils in these areas are generally 
shallower, the potential for surface runoff is high 
and vegetative growth is slow.   

The Vermont Agency of Natural Resources has 
determined that environments above 2,500 feet 
elevation are considered sensitive to 
development.  Most of Dorset Mountain is 
already designated as Conservation Land and is 
protected from extensive development.  Areas at 
high elevations or with steep slopes are shown on 
the Natural Resource maps included in this 
document.  

 
Built Environment 

Like many Vermont communities, Danby is 
predominantly rural and reflects land use 

patterns that have shaped the town for hundreds 
of years.  There are several small concentrated 
pockets of development surrounded by working 
lands, which includes agricultural uses up to 
forested mountain elevations or slopes.  Linear 
development along roadways is primarily 
residential, with agricultural and commercial 
development present. Approximately 25% of the 
land in Danby is conserved through public and 
private measures.  

The town of Danby’s built environment has many 
shapes and sizes.  Features include:  

 Large tracts of conserved and forest 
resource areas 

 A handful of densely settled areas 

 Mineral extraction and processing 
facilities 

 Single-family housing units on greater 
than 2-acre lots 

 Lands in agricultural use 

 

Danby Borough is the largest population and 
commercial center in the community.  Significant 
population growth occurred here in the late 19th 
century and the village core reflects traditional 
land use patterns and architecture.  It borders Mt. 
Tabor just west of US Route 7 and the rail line.  

The Borough is Danby’s activity center and 
includes the town’s historic district.  It has 
received the Village Designation from the State of 
Vermont.  Activities taking place here include 
local shops, the Town Clerk’s Office, the Currier 
Memorial Elementary School, the fire station, the 
Town Garage, the library, the historical society, 
lodging, church, the post office, the Masonic Hall, 
and the town’s transfer station.  

Much of the built environment within the 
Borough has been standing for more than 100 
years and has been included on the State and 
National Historic Registry.  

Danby has a wealth of mineral resources and 
extraction operations have been an important part 
of the Danby economy for over 150 years.  A band 
of sedimentary rock, which often contains marble, 
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stretches from Dorset Mountain in the town’s 
southeast corner northwards into Tinmouth 
Mountain.  The quarry within Dorset Mountain 
has been operational since 1906.  Gravel resources 
are also plentiful in the community.  Small gravel 
pits have been a source of income for the 
community for several decades.  Industrial 
activities in the town for the most part are focused 
on the extraction and processing of mineral 
resources.  See map on page 18. 

The mix of uses between residential, light 
commercial and commercial/industrial earth 
extraction operations all occur within the Borough 
area and along Route 7 in the northern part of 
town.   This has recently created challenges where 
some village residents have expressed concerns 
with balancing the benefits industrial operations 
provide with the impact to abutting residential 
areas. 

Danby Four Corners, the second largest center 
and original settlement site, is in the approximate 
center of the township.  Scottsville, north off 
Route 7, the West Side, and Quarry Hill to the 
south of the Borough, are also population centers. 

Agriculture and forestry working land uses 
dominate the landscape.  Twenty one percent of 
the Town is in private and public conserved land 
and used for a variety of purposes.   

Land use patterns in 
the town are 
changing.  The 
majority of new 
developments (single-
family housing units 
on large lots) are being 
built in locations away 
from traditional 
population centers. 

This type of 
development has 
impacts on natural 
resource lands, 
agricultural lands and 
the existing populated 
centers. 

 

 

 

Residential
77%

Farm
2%

Commercial/ 
Industrial

4%

Woodland
1%

Other
16%

Utilities 
0%

Danby Land Use ‐ 2014

Other includes: undeveloped land that is not mostly 
forest covered, e.g. shore lots, residential building 
lots, and unimproved agricultural land. 
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operations in 
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EXAMPLES OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT IN AND AROUND DANBY 
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Population 
Danby’s 2010 population of 1,311 placed it 15th 
among the Rutland Region’s 27 communities and 
represented a 1.5 percent increase from 2000.  The 
2010 Census figure also marked the second time 
since 1890 that the population was above 1,200.  

 

 

Age Distribution 

Two significant demographic 
shifts have taken place in 
Danby over the past two 
decades.  While much of the 
population base has 
remained stable there has 
been a clear increase in the 
proportion of individuals 
over 45 and a drop among 
those aged 20 to 45.  The 
proportion of residents over 
65 has also increased in 
recent years.  In 2010, they 
represented 17 percent of the 
total, up from 13 percent in 
2000. 
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Industry and Occupation of Danby Residents

2000 to 2010, 38%

1990 to 1999, 29%

1980 to 1989, 16%

1970 to 
1979, 9%

before 
1969, 
9%

Year Householder Moved Into Unit

2000 to 2010

1990 to 1999

1980 to 1989

1970 to 1979

before 1969

Source: 2010 US Census

Agriculture, forestry, 
fishing and mining

9%

Construction
12%

Manufacturing
15%

Wholesale Trade
3%

Retail Trade
18%

Transportation and 
Warehousing

2%

Finance and Insurance
5%

Professional, Scientific 
and Waste 

Management
8%

Educational Services, 
Health Care and Social 

Services
13%

Arts, Entertainment, 
Accomodations and 

Food Service
7%

Public Administration
2%

Other Services
6%
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Land Use  

 

For planning and discussion purposes, the 
following land use districts have been 
identified, and policies developed for their 
use: 

 
 Highlands 

 Agriculture and Rural Residential 

 Industrial / Heavy Commercial 

 Village and Light Commercial 

 Aquifer Protection  

 Special Flood Hazard Areas 

 

See Land Use Map on page 17. 

 

Highlands  

Land above 1,700’ elevation is placed in this 
category.  All land falling in this district shall 
be used for agriculture, forestry and limited 
recreational purposes.   

In conjunction with the Aquifer Protection 
District, these areas serve to protect the purity 
of the watershed and headwaters, and the 
sensitive natural resources of these areas. 
Extraction is not permitted in this area. 

 

Industrial/Heavy Commercial 

The heavy commercial and industrial district 
recognizes industrial and commercial uses.  
These include, but are not limited to: 
manufacturing, mining, aggregate processing, 
solar electric generation facilities (150 kW and 
over), and industrial scale wind (100kW and 
over).  These uses take advantage of the access 
provided by Route 7 to shipping points and to 
Rutland.   

This is the only district that solar generation 
facilities 150kW and over and industrial 
scale wind facilities 100kW and over are 
permitted. 

 

Village and Light Commercial 

This district includes most of Danby Borough 
and is supported by a State of Vermont 
Village Center Designation.  Uses in this 
district include, but are not limited to: 
professional offices, residential, small-scale 
retail stores, lodging and dining and light 
commercial uses.    

Structures in the Borough are typically built 
on small lots, resulting in relatively high 
densities.  The compact nature of the 
settlement patterns in this area support mixed 
uses and non-automobile modes of 
transportation such as pedestrian, bicycle and 
public transit. A majority of the land in this 
district is encompassed by a Village Center 
Designation from the State of Vermont.   

 

PLAN DANBY ‐ SURVEY RESULTS 

Respondents  to  the Town’s 2014 survey 
let their feelings be known on a series of 
possible developments in their town.   

 
Agriculture,  Local  Artisans,  Restaurants,  Home‐
based Businesses, and Professional Services were 
the  top  five most  requested new developments, 
with tourism not far behind them.    
 
Auto‐Centric  Sprawl,  Heavy  Industry,  Motels, 
Hotels, and Energy generation facilities were the 
top five most unwanted new developments. 
 
When  questioned  about  their  preference  in 
seeing any restriction placed on various activities 
within Danby,  respondent’s  reported a desire  to 
see  little  to  no  restrictions  on  Farming  and 
Playgrounds, and restrictions on most everything 
else by about a 3  to 1  ratio  for  every  category.  
Overall,  their general attitude seemed  to be one 
welcoming  restrictions  on,  but  as  will  be  seen 
later  on,  not  of  a  complete  moratorium  of 
development. 
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Designation is an important tool that can be 
utilized to protect and enhance the 
characteristics of the area that are valued by 
the community.  This Plan supports the 
renewal of the designation every five years so 
that it does not expire.  

 

Agricultural/Rural Residential 

All lands below 1,700’, unless otherwise 
designated, are included in agricultural and 
rural residential categories.  Uses in this 
district should support agricultural and 
forestry working lands and low-density 
residential uses. 

 

Aquifer Protection  
The Aquifer Protection districts are shown on 
the Land Use Map and created to protect the 
significant water resources of the town.  
Development in these areas shall be avoided.  
Extraction operations are not permitted in 
Aquifer Protection districts. 

 

Special Flood Hazard Areas 

The Special Flood Hazard Area is designated 
throughout the town by National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP).  Development in 
these areas shall be avoided when possible.  
Lands in these areas are regulated by the 
Town of Danby Flood Hazard Bylaws. 

Danby Village circa 1985 
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Energy 
 
Energy planning in the municipal plan 
supports integrated policies and strategies for 
resource protection, transportation, land use, 
and community facilities and services.  The 
municipal energy plan also forms the basis for 
related community energy programs and 
actions. 

The plan supports the development of 
renewable energy resources and energy 
facilities in Danby in a collaborative manner 
while limiting adverse impacts on public 
health, safety, welfare, the town’s historic and 
planned pattern of development, 
environmentally sensitive areas, and our most 
highly valued natural, cultural and scenic 
resources. 

Energy generation and transmission systems 
that are linked to the electrical grid are 
regulated by the Public Service Board (PSB) 
under 30 V.S.A. Section 248.  Municipal plan 
policies – as adopted community standards – 
provide the basis for local participation in 
state regulatory proceedings under Section  

248.  Before the PSB can issue 
a Certificate of Public Good 
it must find that the 
purchase, investment, or 
construction, with respect to 
an in-state facility, will not 
unduly interfere with the 
orderly development of the 
region, with due 
consideration having been 
given to clear written 
community standards 
contained in the municipal 
plan of the affected 
municipality.    

Energy Use  

Energy use in the Town of 
Danby is similar to other 
Rutland Region communities 
with transportation and 
home heating as the two 

primary draws on fuel and energy.  While 
Vermont has the lowest per-capita energy use 
in the country, rising energy costs and the 
environmental impacts of energy production 
have made energy an important issue and 
planning priority. 

 
VT Energy Use 2014 ‐ Source: Public Service Dept. 

PLAN DANBY ‐ SURVEY RESULTS 

 
Respondents  to  the  Town’s  2014 
survey  reported  a  desire  to  see 
alternative  energy  come  into  the 
community.   
 

There  was  a  general  preference  for  solar 
over wind power, but over half of the town’s 
residents who responded to the survey were 
open  to  both.    There  were  concerns, 
however,  about  how much of  an  impact  it 
would have.   
 
Many responses indicated they would prefer 
new facilities be placed in unused, out of the 
way, and/or inconspicuous locations. 
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Electricity 

According to the VT Department of Public 
Service nearly 40% of the energy consumed in 
the state comes from electricity.  In 2011 
Vermont had the lowest carbon dioxide 
emissions from electricity generation among 
the 50 states: a tenth of a percent.   

 

Green Mountain Power (GMP) provides 
electricity to Danby’s residential, commercial, 
and institutional facilities.  GMP has a total of 
62.0 miles of distribution line in Danby, 95 
percent of which is above ground.   Electricity 
is supplied through a network of distribution 
transformers that convert power for home and 
business use.  

One 46kv transmission line 
runs through Danby.  GMP 
supplies electricity for the 
sole customer of the 
transmission line, Vermont 
Quarries Corp underground 
marble quarry facilities.  

GMP has approximately 5.5 miles of 46KV 
transmission line in Danby, as well as a 
substation at the quarry itself.  

Transportation 

Transportation is a significant consumer of 
energy in the Rutland Region and Vermont as 
a whole due to its rural nature.  According to 
the Vermont Department of Public Service 
transportation accounts for 36% of all energy 
consumed in 2012 and is the leading 

consumer of petroleum 
energy, accounting for two-
thirds of all petroleum 
usage.  Private automobile 
use is the primary source as 
residents tend to drive long 
distances to jobs and 
shopping. For Vermont 
residents nearly 44 cents of 
every dollar spent on 
energy is for transportation. 
 
While residents in Danby 
Borough have the 
opportunity to walk to a 
few local services, the 

majority of the town’s residents use vehicles 
for daily trips.  According to the 2012 Census, 
39% of Danby residents work outside of the 
town and residents commute on average 
between 20-45 minutes to work.  68% of 
Danby residents drive to work, one of the 
highest rates in Rutland County.  

Vermont Transportation Energy Report 
Source:  Vermont Clean Cities Coalition, 2010 

Vermont’s Energy Mix
Source:  GMP, 2014 
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The Region’s bus service, 
“The Bus”, makes trips 
through Danby.  
However there are 
presently no viable 
alternatives to driving to 
work.  Car-pooling is 
taking place but no 
formal town program is 
in place.  
 
According to the 
Vermont Department of 
Public Service, energy 
consumption in the 
transportation sector 
increased by 23%  between 1990 and 2001 
resulting in a proportional increase in CO2  

emissions generated by transportation.  
Reducing energy for transportation will mean 
promoting use of more efficient vehicles and 
the development of compact 
village centers which support 
enough density to attract 
public transportation and 
encourage other modes of 
travel, such bicycle and 
pedestrian, as well as the 
increasing opportunity to 
work at home because of fiber 
optic high speed internet 
service throughout Danby.  In 
comparison to outer-edge, 
suburban development 
patterns compact 
development reduces vehicle 
miles traveled  by 20-40% 
[Growing Cooler, Urban Land 
Institute]. 
 

Heating Fuel 
Heating and other related household activities 
account for 29% of all energy use in Vermont.  
According to the US Census fuel oil heated 
66.2% of all homes in Rutland County.  In 
Danby fuel oil and wood were the most 
common sources of heating fuel. 

 

 

  

 

Vermont Gas Systems has a goal of getting 
natural gas to Rutland, and future plans to go 
south to Bennington.  If Danby is along the 
proposed pipeline route, natural gas should 
be located along Route 7 where it can be 
available to village, commercial, and 
industrial use. 

 

 

Mode of Travel to Work
Source: US Census 

 
 

GMP 2014 Fuel Mix
Source: GMP 

Drove to Work 
Alone, 68.0%

Carpooled to 
Work, 16.0%

2‐person 
carpool, 15.0%

Public 
Transportation, 

0.4%

Motorcycle, 0.4%

Bicycle, 0.5%

Walked, 2.4%
Work at Home, 

12.0%
Means of Transporation to Work, 2012

Bottled, tank, 
or LP gas, 9.4%

Utility Gas, 
0.3%

Solar, 0.0%

Fuel Oil, 49.5%

Coal or Coke, 
1.6%

Wood, 33.4%

Not Heated, 
0.5%

Electric, 1.6%

Housing Units Heated by Source, 2012
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Energy Efficiency  
 
Energy conservation and energy 
efficiency are a top planning 
priority because it is more cost 
effective to conserve rather than 
produce energy.   The importance 
of energy efficiency is reflected in 
Vermont’s planning statutes which 
require an energy plan adopted as 
part of a municipal plan to include 
“a statement of policy on the 
conservation of energy…”   
 
Energy efficiency measures have 
direct economic benefits to 
communities.  Approximately $0.80 
of every dollar spent on energy efficiency 
remains in Vermont, while approximately 
$0.80 of every dollar spent to purchase energy 
leaves the state.  A 2007 report prepared by 
the VT Department of Public Service found 
that the state could save over $3 dollars in 
reduced fuel cost for every $1 dollar invested 
in making homes and businesses more 
efficient. 
 
Addressing efficiency in the energy plan 
typically involves identifying potential 
efficiency opportunities, establishing 
efficiency goals and policies, and identifying 
the programs and implementation strategies 
necessary to achieve those goals.  Common 
implementation goals and strategies for 
energy efficiency: 
 
 Improve  efficiency  in  municipal  buildings, 

facilities and operations 

 Maximize  local  access  to  available  regional, 
state and federal programs 

 Improve fuel efficiency of municipal vehicles 

 Promote town‐wide transportation efficiency 

 Support  building  efficiency  in  the  private 
sector. 

 
Efficiency Vermont, the state’s energy efficiency 
utility, offers a number of programs and financial 
incentives for local government, businesses and 
residents to increase energy efficiencies and 

reduce energy costs.  The state has also enacted 
energy efficiency standards for commercial and 
residential construction that are administered 
through the Vermont Department of Public 
Service. 
 
 

Efficient building design  
 
The way that buildings are sited and constructed 
can affect the amount of energy needed to access 
and use them.  Energy efficiency techniques 
include low-flow toilets and shower heads; 
energy efficient appliances and lighting; local 
materials; passive heating and cooling, building 
orientation, proper landscaping and 
design/construction of openings in buildings; 
solar hot water; extra insulation, and renewable 
heating sources such as wood and geo-thermal.   
By nature of their design single family structures 
are generally less energy efficient in northern 
climates such as Vermont, due to the number of 
outside walls per dwelling unit.  Multi-family 
structures, with more common interior walls, 
provide greater thermal integrity against the 
elements.  A greater mix of single and multiple 
unit structures would improve energy efficiency 
on the municipal level, resulting in reductions in 
per capita energy consumption. 
 

 

Illustration shows basic building orientation and landscaping that 
maximizes passive heating and cooling. 
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Land Use and Transportation 
 
The Rutland Region’s rural, low density 
settlement patterns contribute to the area’s 
reliance on the private automobile for most 
travel.  Transportation is a leading source of 
energy consumption and is directly linked to 
land use patterns.  Vermont’s statutory 
planning and development goals call on 
municipalities to “plan development as to 
maintain the historic settlement pattern on 
compact village and urban centers surrounded 
by rural countryside.”  This historic pattern was 

established prior to the age of the automobile 
and cheap fossil fuels.  Development was 
located to take advantage of the dominant 
energy source of the times, including animal 
power that required open land for food and 
pasture, hydro-power which concentrated 
industrial activity around water resources and 
coal and wood that fueled early rail service that 
served growing communities located along 
main lines. 
 
Vermont’s historic settlement pattern – 
characterized by compact, mixed-use 
development – is the precursor to the 
contemporary development model often referred 
to as smart growth.  This type of development 
continues to offer energy-efficient alternatives to 
scattered, low-density development as it reduces 
demand for transportation related consumption 
by locating goods and services in proximity.  It 
does this by facilitating other, more energy-
efficient means of transportation such as 
pedestrian and bicycle.  Compact development 
patterns also reduce energy costs associated with 
maintaining roads and related infrastructure.  
 
Supporting compact, mixed-use development 
surrounded by rural open areas and working 
lands also maintains the traditional land use 
pattern that residents and visitors associate with 
the history and character of the town.  
Maintaining large tracts of healthy forests and 
productive farmland not only provides the 
contrast with the built environment, but ensures 
long term access to local food supplies and forest 
products. 
 

Renewable Energy Development 

To maintain a good quality of life, vibrant 
communities, and prospering economies we will 
have to develop conservation strategies that will 
let us use remaining nonrenewable fuels wisely 
while transitioning to energy obtained from 
cleaner, renewable sources.   

Nearly one-quarter of all energy consumed in 
Vermont and the Rutland Region comes from 
renewable sources, including but not limited to 
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wind, solar, hydroelectric and bioenergy.  To 
expand the use of renewable energy for both 
heating and electricity Vermont has set a goal of 
sourcing 20% of electricity consumed in the 
state to come from renewables by 2017.  By 
2032, the state goal is to have 75% of all 
electricity coming from renewable sources and 
90% of energy needs across all sectors from 
renewables by 2050. 

Renewable energy sources such as solar, wind, 
hydroelectric, biomass and geo-thermal can 
provide significant amounts of clean energy.  
New Technologies not yet available may enable 
future options for moving away from fossil 
fuels, as current renewable technologies have 
limits.  Developing those resources is extremely 
important as the total amount of energy that can 
be extracted from such resources is still less 
than what we currently obtain from fossil fuels.  
Danby supports the exploration and use of 
renewable and alternative energy resources in 
the Town where they fit with the natural 
environment and are supported by the 
community through a collaborative siting 
process. 

 
Solar – Photovoltaic (PV) electricity captures  
sunlight.  Contrary to the public perception that 
Vermont’s long cloudy winters would not be 
conducive to solar, sunlight is the state’s most 
abundant renewable energy resource.  Siting 
issues over solar generators have arisen in the 
Rutland Region because of the proliferation of 
solar, particularly utility-scale and commercial 
PV systems, and the lack of meaningful 
community involvement or benefits.  
 
The State of Vermont currently offers incentives 
for net-metering (selling excess solar electricity 
back to the utility grid).  Federal tax incentives 
provide up to 30% of the cost of PV installations 
though 2016. 
 
Solar energy is the most commonly used source 
of renewable energy, although less than 1% of 
Vermont homes use solar for heating.  Solar 
Thermal for heating water is a cost-effective 

way for residences to reduce reliance on  fossil 
fuels and works well in Vermont. 
  
Vermont has recently seen dramatic growth in 
the amount of PV, becoming a serious and 
meaningful contributor to the state’s electrical 
needs and an important part of Vermont’s 
renewable energy industry.  The main reason 
for the increase in the use of PV is that 
technology has been advancing, bringing the 
cost steadily down. Although Vermont’s total 
installed PV capacity is small compared to that 
of larger states, Vermont is already one of the 
top 10 states for PV on a per capita basis. 
 
Wind – Wind power has become an 
increasingly economically viable form of 
renewable energy.  In Vermont, about 1% of 
electric power comes from wind energy.  Wind 
turbines come in a wide variety of sizes for on-
site electricity for homes, businesses, schools 
and communities; utilities use larger scale 
turbines in the windiest locations to generate far 
more electricity to add power to the grid.  Large 
(1-3MW machines) are typically used in wind 
energy development on mountain ridgelines, 
while smaller (<1 MW turbines) are generally 
more suitable for on-site applications and net-
metering.  Unfortunately, ridgelines in the 
Rutland Region are visually prominent, host 
sensitive habitats for plants and wildlife, and 
are home to the headwaters of some of the 
region’s most pristine waters.  Noise and health 
problems have developed as a major issue for 
neighbors of the three large operating wind 
projects in northern Vermont.  Wind energy 
projects have been proposed and withdrawn 
due to opposition in towns north and west of 
Danby, along the Taconic Range, including one 
withdrawn proposal that suggested utilizing 
ridgelines in Danby. 
 
Geothermal – Many technologies have been 
developed to take advantage of geothermal 
energy – the heat from the earth.  In Vermont, 
geothermal energy typically involves the use 
of heat pumps that take advantage of the 
relatively constant temperature below the 
frost line of 45-55 degrees through use of 



         DANBY TOWN PLAN 2015 

25 
 

 

water from a well or that has circulated 
through underground pipes.  During the 
winter, as the water is circulated through the 
heat pump, the heat pump “extracts” and 
upgrades heat from the water to distribute 
throughout the building.  The now-cooled 
water is returned to the earth to be re-
warmed.  The system is reversed in the 
summer. Air source heat pumps are the latest 
new technology that draws heat from the air 
and is being successfully utilized for heat in 
winter and cooling in summer.  Air source 
heat pumps are being found to be more cost-
effective in Vermont that ground-source heat 
pumps, which are much more expensive to 
install. 
 
Hydropower – Hydropower relies on the 
gravitational force of flowing water to spin a 
turbine and generate electricity.  Hydropower 
has played a large role in Vermont’s history, 
shaping early settlement around rivers and 
streams that powered the mechanical devices 
of the state’s early industries (e.g., grain mills, 
saw mills).  Hydropower also provided an 
important source of electricity – by the 1940s 
hydropower provided a majority of 
Vermont’s electricity, although that 
percentage declined with the advent of power 
from inexpensive fossil fuels and nuclear 
energy.  Today in-state hydropower provides 
some of Vermont’s cheapest electricity and 
out-of-state hydro – most notably from 
Quebec – accounts for a substantial portion of 
Vermont’s energy portfolio.  
 
Woody Biomass – Biomass refers to the use of 
a wide variety of organic material, such as 
wood, grass, dedicated energy crops, sewage 
sludge and animal litter.  One in six Vermont 
homes uses wood products as its primary 
heating source.  Biomass can be viewed as a 
form of stored solar energy as the sun’s 
energy is captured and stored via the process 
of photosynthesis in growing material.  This 
energy is released through combustion or 
more slowly when the biomass material 
eventually composts or rots.  Combusting 
wood from Vermont’s forests has provided 

biomass energy for Vermonters since pre-
European settlement and in the heavily 
forested areas will likely continue to be a 
significant source of thermal energy.  It will 
also continue to provide a source of electrical 
generation although the degree to which that 
will occur will largely be dependent on state 
and federal policy.  Electric generation 
requires large quantities of wood, and is 
viewed as inefficient unless a use can be 
found for the heat, as in combined heat and 
power systems, like the one currently used at 
Poultney’s Green Mountain College. 
 
Biogas – Biogas refers to technologies that 
harness sources of methane gas to produce 
energy.  Human sewage, animal manure, and 
food wastes naturally emit small amounts of 
methane when they break down naturally.  
When any of these wastes are processed in an 
anaerobic digester they create methane gas, 
which is collected and used to power natural 
gas engines and generate electricity. Methane 
digesters are so far in the early adoption 
stage, currently in use on large farms of a size 
which Danby does not currently have. 
 
Biofuels – Biofuels are made from different 
types of renewable biomass, with biodiesel 
and ethanol being the most widely used 
liquid biofuels.  Lifecycle greenhouse gas 
(GHG) assessments of these two biofuels 
show they are capable of reducing GHG 
emissions by 20 to 60 percent, compared to 
using fossil fuels. 
 

Local Energy Resources  
The most prevalent energy source in Danby is 
wood. It is found throughout the community 
on private, public, and conserved land.  The 
Mill Brook is the main source of flowing water 
in the community.  Because of its proximity to 
human settlement, the narrowness of its 
valley, and its relatively low volume, 
however, it is not well suited to large-scale 
electricity generation.  With its numerous 
small brooks, Danby residents could utilize 
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very small run-of-river hydro technologies, 
should new technologies become available. 

To assist small-scale and community 
renewable energy projects Vermont has a 
Clean Energy Development Fund.  Vermont is 
the first state to institute a feed-in tariff for 
small renewable energy facilities. The feed-in 
tariff, called the Standard Offer, guarantees 
owners of small renewable facilities like solar 
panels a specific price for their power and 
requires electric utilities to buy all power 
offered until a statewide cap is reached.  
Standard offer contracts are often in place and 
locked into a location prior to host towns and 
neighbors learning of the project.  Danby 
encourages developers to meet with the town 
prior to finalizing project locations. 
  
Since 1998, the Vermont Public Service Board 
has issued “Certificates of Public Good for 
Interconnected Net Metered Power Systems,” 
permitting electrical utility customers in 
Vermont to generate their own power using 
small-scale renewable energy systems.  In the 
“net metering” program any excess power 
generated that is not used by the customer is 
fed back to the utilities and customers are 
credited on their next monthly bill.  This 
program is also available to farmers who 
generate up to 150 kilowatts. This limit offers 
an opportunity to farms to economically 
generate their own power and reduce demand 
from utilities.  Group net metering is also now 
allowed, so that neighborhoods can join 
together to install one renewable energy 
facility that a number of residences can benefit 
from.  This is especially important because not 
everyone has a good south facing site for PV. 
 

Solid Waste Management  
Historically, waste management has been a 
municipal concern with important 
implications for energy planning. Since 1960 
the amount of waste generated per person per 
day in the U.S. has increased by 1.8 pounds.  
Total waste generation in the U.S. in 2008 was 
249.6 million tons.  That same year, over 
560,000 tons of solid waste was disposed of by 

Vermonters, 80% of which ended up in in-
state landfills.  Managing and removing 
materials from the waste stream may not only 
extend the life of our landfills but also reduce 
energy consumption and costs associated with 
disposal. 
 
In Vermont, municipalities are responsible for 
the management and regulation of the 
storage, collection, processing and disposal of 
solid wasted within their jurisdiction in 
conformance with the state solid waste 
management plan.  Danby is a member of the 
Rutland County Solid Waste District. 
 

Housing  
 
Housing, particularly affordable housing, is a 
critical concern in Rutland County and the 
State of Vermont.  Vermont is considered one 
of the least affordable states in the nation; two 
and three bedroom apartments are not 
affordable to many Vermont renters.  
Homeownership in Vermont is also difficult 
for many credit-worthy households due to the 
high up-front costs of purchasing a home and 
the increase in median home sales prices in 
recent years.  

Nationwide, a trend toward fewer persons 
per household has changed the type of 
housing needs and increased the demand for 
housing, especially affordable housing, in 
many towns.   Danby has housing needs that 
are comparable with state and national trends 
in some respects, but that are also heavily 
influenced by the town’s unique history and 
location between Rutland and Manchester. 

PLAN DANBY ‐ SURVEY RESULTS 

When  asked  about  their 
preference  in  seeing  new 
housing  developments  in 
Danby, respondents to the 
Town’s  2014  survey 
reported  a  preference  to 
see single family detached 
units. 
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Existing conditions 

Age of Housing - While houses are 
spread throughout Danby areas of 
concentration include the Borough, the 
Four Corners, Scottsville, Quarry Hill and 
the West Side.  The age of housing in 
Danby varies greatly and reflects the 
population shifts in the community. 

 

Housing Occupancy - The 2010 
Census shows that 550 of Danby’s 734 
(83%) total housing units were occupied. 
There were 184 vacant units, however 76% of 
these were for seasonal, recreational, or 
occasional use.   The majority of homes in 
Danby (79.3%) are occupied by their owners.   

 
 

Table  I  ‐  Danby  Housing  Stock  and 
Occupancy Status 1990 ‐ 2010 

Source: US Census 1990, 2000, 2010, & 2012 

 

 

 

Households  

In 2010, there were 550 households in Danby.  
Average household size dropped in Danby 
over the last decade from 2.73 persons per 
home in 1990 to 2.57 in 2000 and 2.38 in 2010.  
Yet the Region and the State are still lower at 
2.28 and 2.34 persons per household 
respectively.  This trend, common throughout 
the country, will have an impact on future 
housing needs.   

  

Table I 
1990 

1990

% of Total
2000 

2000

% of Total 
2010 

2010

% of Total

 Total Housing Units  615  100%  647  100%  734  100%

 Total Occupied Units  437  71%  502  78%  550  75%

Owner Occupied  344  79%  394  79%  436  79%

Renter Occupied  93  21%  108  22%  114  21%

 Vacant Housing Units  181  29%  145  22%  184  25%

      Seasonal, recreational or             
      occasional use 

131  21%  128  20%  140  19% 

 Housing Stock             

Single Family  413  67%  471  73%  521  72%

   Two Family  38  6%  26  4% 39  7%

Multi‐family  15  2%  18  3%  18  2%

Mobile Home  127  21%  131  20%  115  20%
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The overall proportion of households with 
children under 18 years of age in Danby was 40% 
in 2010. In spite of the town’s growth the actual 
number of children under 18 has dropped from 
325 in 1990 to 301 in 2010.   

 

Special Needs Population 

Definition: The special needs population, for the 
purposes of a housing analysis includes single 
parent households, elderly and the homeless, and 
the physically and mentally impaired. 

 

In addition to requiring certain services that differ 
from typical single-family households (i.e. 
physical accessibility, assisted living) these 
groups also tend to be in the lower income 
category.  The 2010 Census indicated that Danby 
had 187 female-led households.  Danby also had 
59 residents over the age 65 living alone (10.7% of 
all households), up from 26 (5.9%) in 1990.  There 
is no reliable data on the number of homeless 
persons in Danby. 

Housing Affordability 

Definition: Housing is considered to be affordable 
where a household earning an average income is 
able to spend no more than 30 percent of their total 
income on an average-priced new home or older 
home in good condition.   

The Vermont Affordable Housing Coalition 
makes projections on the necessary income for 
a family to afford a one, two, or three bedroom 
housing unit in each of the state’s counties.  
Their 2012 figures suggest that a family in 
Rutland County would have to earn $41,080 
annually – up from $32,240 annually in 2001 - 
to be able to afford a three-bedroom unit 
without paying more than 30% of income on 
housing.  And while the median family income 
was estimated to be $51,170 in 2012, up from 
$41,6001 in 2000, 20% of Danby households 
earned less than $25,000 in 2012.  Table II 
shows what proportion of households in the 
county meet this target of paying less than 30% 
of gross income on housing. 

Housing Affordability in Rutland 
County and Danby 

The 2010 Census data for Danby indicated that 
28% of all renters and 34% of all owners spent 
more than 30% of their household income on 
housing. 

The median price for primary residence sold in 
Danby in 2012 was $122,000.  This figure is 
down from $175,000 in 2007 to the approximate 
2003 level of $125,000.  In 2012 the Rutland 
County median selling price was $140,000, a 
9% decrease since 2007.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: VT Housing 
Indicators ‐ 2014  
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Table  II  ‐  Affordable  Housing  Index 
for Rutland County 

Source: National Low Income Housing Coalition: 2014 

 

Future Housing Needs 

 The majority of homes in Danby are single 
family.  Of the 734 total housing units in 
Danby in 2010, 636 were either single family 
houses (521) or mobile homes (115).   

 
 The high, although declining, number of 

mobile homes suggests that there may be an 
affordability gap where income levels do 
not match average housing costs in the 
community.  An abundance of mobile 
homes suggests that the cost of a single 
family home is prohibitive for many 
families.   

 
 The town’s population and number of 

homes may continue to grow over the next 
10-20 years.  The number of new housing 
units, specifically single-family units, 
created between 1990 and 2010 suggest that 
growth will continue.  Whether or not these 
trends will affect housing affordability is in 
part determined by the vacancy rates of 
rental and ownership units.   

 
 With the continuing aging of the 

population, the continued decline in the 
average household size, and the number of 
those over 65 living alone a need for smaller 
housing will be created.   

 
 Danby, like much of the county, contains a 

high percentage of old housing stock. In 2010, 

30 percent of all units in the community were 
constructed before 1940.  These units will 
continue to present housing opportunities for 
householders of varying income levels. 

 

 Residents, both in surveys and by choice, 
have indicated a preference for single family 
homes.  Whether this might change because of 
housing affordability and the factors noted 
above is something the community should 
investigate. 

   

Cultural and Recreational 
Resources 
 

 

TABLE II 
Family 
Income 
(2011) 

Average Rent by # of 
Bedrooms 

Income a family would have to earn to 
meet 30% goal 

  1 Bed 2 Bed 3 Bed 1 Bed 2 Bed 3 Bed 

Rutland 
County 

$51,170 $712 $950 $1,183 $26,040 $33,000 $41,080 

PLAN DANBY ‐ SURVEY RESULTS 

 
Respondents  to  the  Town’s  2014 
Survey  reported  a  desire  to  see more 
recreation facilities in the community.   

 
There  was  a  focus  on  creating  open,  safe, 
interesting  places  for  children,  retirees  and 
visitors  such  as  parks  with  picnic  benches, 
playgrounds, and walking paths.  
  
The  Village  or  Downtown  area,  along  with 
historical  areas,  such  as  the  Smokey  house, 
received  about  one  quarter  of  the  write  in 
concern for protection.     
 
The  general  attitude  was  towards  creating  a 
place  to  create  or  re‐create  a  sense  of  town 
unity and pride, and  to make  children happier 
to stay within the town.
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Churches and Cemeteries 
The First Congregational Church and Union 
Church buildings were constructed beginning 
in 1838 and 1840, respectively, and are still in 
use today.  The Catholic Church in Danby 
Borough was built in 1947 to replace a former 
bank that had been used as a church since 
1871.  The church ceased operations in 2008 
and the property was sold in 2014.  

Danby Two Centuries identified 16 cemeteries in 
Danby.  The oldest among them is the Read 
Hilliard Cemetery by Smokey House, followed 
by the Maple Grove Cemetery located west of 
the Four Corners. 

Silas L. Griffith Memorial Library 

A free library has served the Town of Danby 
since 1906, the year the Silas L. Griffith 
Memorial Library opened its doors on South 
Main Street in the Borough. 

The library building and its services are among 
the most historic facilities in the Town.  Built 
and run using a trust fund left by Silas L. 
Griffith, the private library has served the 
community for over 100 years.  A board of 
trustees oversees the library’s operations. 

The library is a resource for the entire 
community and has an extensive collection of 
books, articles, and photographs of Danby’s 
history on display.  There is a reading room for 
those interested in browsing the stacks or new 
releases. 

The Silas L. Griffith Memorial Library is open 
Wednesdays and Saturdays throughout the 
year, with more extensive hours during the fall 
and winter.  Danby residents may become 
members free of charge.  Books and 
videocassettes may be returned at any time to 
the library’s overnight drop box.    

The Library is both a part of Danby’s Historic 
character and an excellent source of 
information on the Town’s history. In 1976, the 
Library re-printed “the History and map of 
Danby, Vermont” by J.C. Williams, originally 
published in 1869.  The Library has also made 

an effort in recent years to gather and display 
photographs, newspaper articles, and other 
memorabilia of the town’s people, businesses, 
industries, and institutions.  The Town would 
benefit greatly if the library were open more 
frequently and greater use could be made of 
the library for community events.  Since the 
library has computers, greater access to them 
could benefit both students and adults that do 
not otherwise have access to high speed 
internet.   

Recreation and Open Space 

Recreation facilities in Danby are located at the 
Currier Memorial School.  The school has a 
tennis court, a ball field, and a playground.  
Residents and visitors also take advantage of 
activities such as hiking, cycling, fishing, 
hunting, skiing, swimming, horseback riding, 
and ATV/snowmobile riding. 

Community Organizations and 
Activities 

Below is a list of organizations and activities 
operating in Danby: 

 Girl Scout troops operate through the Currier 
Memorial School and generally use that facility 
as their venue.  Girl Scout troops exist for girls 
aged 5-17 and are divided among five different 
groups – daisies, brownies, juniors, cadets, and 
seniors.  The younger groups cooperate with 
Currier Memorial School to attract members. 
Meetings are generally held weekly or bi-
weekly and take place throughout the school 
year.  Trips are organized for all age groups 
with more extensive ones being offered for 
older Scouts.  Anyone over the age of 18 can 
become a volunteer for the Girl Scouts. 

 
 The Green Mountain Climbers serve as the local 

chapter of the Vermont Association of Snow 
Travelers, Inc., a non-profit snowmobile 
organization with 33,000 members statewide.  
The organization maintains a network of trails 
across the region and state.  Two trail branches 
pass through the northern part of the Town of 
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Danby, connecting Tinmouth to the Otter Creek 
Valley in Mount Tabor. 

 
 The Danby-Mt. Tabor Volunteer Fire 

Department, local churches, and private 
individuals often have suppers and fund raisers 
to which the community is invited.  The Otter 
Creek Campground presents musical events 
every Thursday night.   

 
 Danby – Mount Tabor NOW (a 501 (c)3 non-

profit) celebrates the good things about our 
towns.  The primary purposes of the 
organization are to 1) design, build and 
maintain the veterans’ memorial in 
remembrance of our town veterans and 2) 
organized charitable community service 
projects, programs and activities for the 
community, such as ‘Hi-Neighbor’ events 
where neighbors join together to learn more 
about one another and the annual Christmas 
carol sing-a-long. 

 
 The Circle of Friends formed when the Lions 

Club disbanded and distributes holiday gift 
cards to more than fifty families. 

 
 The Marble Lodge #76 F & AM formed in 

January of 1866 and continues to meet the first 
Monday after the first Tuesday of each month at 
7:30 p.m. in their Lodge on South Main Street.  
The building, once Jesse Lapham’s Stone Store, 
was donated by Katherine Tiel 
Griffith, widow of Silas, in 1915.  The 
Masons support the Grand Lodge of 
Vermont CARE program 
(Comprehensive Assistance Recovery 
Effort) which trains those employees 
associated with the Vermont 
Education system to recognize the 
outward symptoms of “at risk” 
children and to direct them to the 
proper opportunities for support and 
assistance.  They also collect soda can 
tabs in support of the Shrine Hospitals, 
collect and disperse food for the 
Children’s Summer Lunch Program, 
and support the Currier Memorial 

School Food Fund and Circle of Friends 
initiative.  The building is available for public 
use, funerals, training sessions, etc. 

 
 Danby Mountain Group of Alcoholics 

Anonymous was founded in 1984 by a 
local merchant, liquor distributor and 
carpenter.  Meetings are at 7:30 p.m. each 
Wednesday at the Danby Congregational 
Church and residents of Serenity House in 
Wallingford attend as well as many from 
surrounding communities.  An average of 
40 members attend each week to celebrate 
anniversaries and discuss their common 
problem. 

 
 The Mt. Tabor Danby Historical Society 

was founded in 1985 as a 501 (c)3 
corporation.  Membership is open to all 
and there are approximately a dozen active 
members from both towns, including part 
time residents.  The original building and 
historical contents were lost during 
Tropical Storm Irene in 2011.  The purpose 
of the Society is to archive artifacts 
connected with the history of both towns 
and to provide educational programs.  The 
society holds a 25 year lease on a portion of 
the S.L. Griffith Library on Main Street.  
Anyone interested in joining the society or 
making donations should contact them at 
P.O. Box 238 Danby, VT 05739. 
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Natural Resources 
 

Geology and Soils 

Three major soil groupings within nine soil 
associations encompass the Rutland Region. The 
three groupings, soils formed in water-deposited 
material, soils formed in the Vermont and 
Champlain Valleys and the Taconic Mountains, 
and soils formed in the Green Mountains, are all 
present in Danby. 

Danby Borough borders the first of those 
groupings and is located in the Hinckley-
Warwick-Windsor Association of soils that 
formed in water-deposited material and organic 
material as part of the Vermont Valley. 

The majority of the town, including most of its 
center, is located in the second major grouping.  
Danby Four Corners and its associated valley 
form part of the Paxton-Georgia-Amenia 
Association of soils that runs north-south from 
Rutland City through Clarendon and Tinmouth 
into Danby.  Also common are soils from the 
Dutch-Bomoseen-Pittstown Association. 

Finally, Dorset Mountain makes up part of the 
third major grouping and is lined primarily with 
soil from the Rawsonville-Houghtonville 
Association.  

Water Resources 

Hydrology/Watersheds 

Topography, geologic, and climatological factors 
greatly influence the hydrologic events of 
watersheds and drainage basins.  A watershed is 
defined as any sloping surface that sheds water.  
A drainage basin is a watershed that collects and 
discharges surface stream flow through one outlet 
or mouth. 

Two main watersheds, the Mettowee River and 
the Otter Creek, drain the town of Danby.  The 
Mettowee drains the western half of the town 
towards Pawlet and New York State.  The Otter 
Creek drains the eastern half of the town towards 
Rutland, Middlebury, and eventually into Lake  

 

Champlain.  Both watersheds are part of the 
larger Lake Champlain Basin that covers 
approximately one-third of the state of Vermont, 
part of New York State, and part of southern 
Quebec. 

Watershed management plans are produced 
periodically the state, and should be reviewed for 
recommendations pertinent to Town interests. 
The Poultney-Mettowee Basin Plan was published 
in 2005. An updated plan for the specific 
watershed does not exist, but the South Lake 
Champlain Tactical Basin Plan (approved in 2014) 
incorporates elements of the old document and 
should be consulted for town-specific planning 
purposes. The Otter Creek Basin-Water Quality 
Management Plan was approved in 2012.  

There has already been some monitoring of the 
Mill Brook by students at Currier Memorial 
School and erosion studies have been conducted 
on a number of reaches of streams in both 
watersheds; further studies should be considered 
for portions of the Mill Brook that could be 
impacted by run-off, erosion, or other issues.   

 

PLAN DANBY ‐ SURVEY RESULTS 

Respondents  to  the  Town’s  2014  survey 
were  asked  about  what  areas  of  their 
town  they  wished  to  be  protected  from 
development.   While  there were a variety 
of responses, a few patterns emerged.   

 
A  quarter  of  respondents were  concerned  about 
protecting  wetlands,  waterways,  and  other 
natural areas, both  for the protection of valuable 
resources,  as  well  as  for  protecting  wildlife.   
Dorset Mountain,  its  slopes  and  ridgelines, were 
also a major concern.   
 
Farming and Forestry areas also received write‐in 
concerns, as did open and scenic areas.  Overall, it 
seemed  that  the  residents wish  to both maintain 
the  ‘village’ characteristic of  the downtown area, 
while preserving  the beautiful and useful natural 
areas outside of it. 
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Surface Waters 

Danby’s surface waters comprise one major body 
of water – Danby Pond – and a network of rivers 
and streams crossing throughout the town. The 
largest moving body of water is the Mill Brook.  
The Brook travels north between Dorset and 
Woodlawn Mountain before turning eastward.  
The Brook then flows by Danby Borough and into 
the Otter Creek.  Baker Brook, in the northeast 
corner of town, flows into Otter Creek.  Another 
set of streams drain the northwestern part of the 
town: Fall Brook and Mountain Brook flow into 
Flower Brook and, later, into the Mettowee River.  

Development along bodies of water – Roads, 
farms, and buildings located near to surface 
waters can pose threats to maintaining healthy 
surface water bodies.  Point source pollution such 
as faulty septic systems can combine with non-
point source pollution such as run-off from roads 
and driveways to seriously damage lakes, ponds, 
and rivers.  Run-off from agricultural fields is also 
an important element. 

Most of Danby’s surface waters have been 
relatively free of encroaching development in the 
form of housing.  Danby Pond is generally free of 
structures and has only two small access roads 
leading to it. Future development near the pond 
must comply with the Vermont Shoreland 
Protection Act (enacted in 2014), which 
established new regulations for shoreland 
development within 250 feet of all lakes and 
ponds greater than 10 acres in size.  

Development along the Mill Brook is limited, with 
two notable exceptions: the Borough, and Brook 
Road.  The Mill Brook is more susceptible to 
pollution from surface run-off in the Borough 
simply because of the higher density of 
development and use of roads.  Smokey House 
students have conducted water quality 
monitoring in other brooks in Danby including 
Baker Brook which routinely tests positive for e-
coli in summer months. 

Erosion - Erosion is soil loss into a body of water.  
Soil may be either carried down along ‘channels’ 
from higher ground or taken away along the bank 
of a river.  It is a natural phenomenon but is often 

greatly exacerbated by development and/or the 
removal of vegetation along stream banks and 
lake shores.  Excessive erosion can lead to the 
deterioration of water quality and to the loss of 
personal or public land. In mountainous regions 
like Vermont erosion is often the prime 
contributor to flooding instead of the outright 
inundation that occurs in flatter regions of the 
country.  Logging practices that utilize water bars 
and bets management practices can reduce 
erosion from logging activities. 

The potential for river bank erosion is greater in 
areas with steep slopes.  Runoff is highest where 
trees and shrubs have been removed from a 
landscape because nothing exists to slow the 
course of rainfall down a slope.  Two common 
effects of erosion are thermal pollution - an 
increase in the temperature of the water, 
potentially causing fish populations to die - and 
sedimentation - an increase in the amount of soil 
being carried in the river. 

In Danby erosion of river banks, especially along 
Mill Brook and Flower Brook, is an important 
consideration.  Mill Brook is susceptible to erosion 
because of its slope and the encroachment of 
housing and roads along its banks; Flower Brook 
is susceptible both to erosion and to thermal 
pollution because of the loss of vegetation along 
its edges. Geomorphic assessments of these 
headwaters should be considered. Measures 
should be taken to strengthen river banks 
wherever possible, thereby decreasing the chance 
of flooding in the event of major precipitation. 

Mill Brook at High Bridge  
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Buffer strips - Buffer strips are bands of protected 
vegetation along the side of a body of water.  
They are a natural solution to many of the 
problems associated with water-side 
development, capturing and dissolving water and 
pollutants.  Buffer strips act as filters for water 
running towards the stream or lake. 

A guide produced by the Rivers Alliance of 
Connecticut, “The Importance of Streamside 
Buffers”, describes their role: “Plant roots in the 
buffer hold the banks of the river in place, 
stabilizing the soil.  Roots also absorb the water 
and some of the contaminants in it.  The bodies of 
plants (tree trunks, bushy shrubs, and tall grass) 
slow the rush of polluted runoff, allowing the 
water to seep into the ground, where it is filtered 
and cleaned.  Plants and leaf litter catch eroded 
soil before it reaches the waterway.” In 2006, the 
Vermont League of Cities and Towns produced a 
model Riparian Buffer Strip Regulation for 
consideration by communities.   

Back road maintenance - Back roads, by nature of 
their topography and design, if not properly 
maintained can contribute heavily to water 
pollution.  The Vermont Better Backroads Manual 
(updated in 2009) describes a number of cost-
effective techniques and actions that can be used 
to improve maintenance of graveled backroads in 
a manner that also protects and enhances local 
water quality. Mapping and keeping accurate 
inventory of all town-owned culverts will allow 
for more effective back road drainage.  

Surface water pollution issues - Existing water 
pollution problems, as identified in State of 
Vermont - Agency of Natural Resources Basin 
Plans, Water Quality Assessment (305(b) report), 
and the Clean Water Strategy should be 
considered high priority for abatement.  These 
problems can include: 
 
a) agricultural runoff; 
b) erosion, sedimentation, and water 

crossings from construction sites and 
other land disturbance, road and ditch 
runoff, stream bank destabilization, 
impoundments, and logging; 

c) failing or inadequate community and 
individual on-site wastewater disposal 
systems; 

d) elevated temperatures, low dissolved 
oxygen, and physical habitat degradation 
from poor flow regimes. 

Groundwater 
 
Danby generally has high ground water quality.  
Protected forests on Dorset and Woodlawn 
Mountain combined with a sparse development 
pattern account for this.  The potential for poorer 
quality groundwater does exist, however, in the 
town’s more populated areas and where 
structures are located downstream from higher 
density areas and farms.  Ensuring that residents 
have safe drinking water is among the town of 
Danby’s top priorities.  Danby has one wellhead 
protection area that provides the source of water 
for the Danby-Mt. Tabor Fire District’s water 
system.  (see the Natural Resources map) and one 
aquifer protection area in Danby Four Corners 
where residents are entirely dependent on 
groundwater. 

Groundwater can be subject to contamination 
from a variety of sources.  Potentially harmful 
activities include the following (as noted in state 
regulations): 
 
 Underground storage tanks for petroleum or 

other hazardous substances. 
 Pesticide and herbicide applications on 

agricultural land, golf courses, resorts, 
residential properties, and railroad and utility 
rights-of-way.  Such activities may require 
permits from the State. 

 Failing septic systems, old industrial and 
town solid waste disposal sites, industrial 
floor drains, poor agricultural practices, road 
salt, and landfill leachate 

 

Constraints to development - Among the most 
significant constraints to development in Vermont 
is the suitability of land to handle subsurface 
water sewage disposal.  Slope, soil type, depth to 
bedrock, and water table levels are determining 
factors for construction in the state.  Septic fields 
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are also a serious problem and may result in 
pollutants reaching the surface.  The State now 
controls the distribution of permits for on-site 
systems; there are provisions for performance 
based systems.   

Wetlands 

Wetlands are land areas that are saturated with 
water at least part of the year and include 
marshes, swamps, soughs, fens, mud flats, and 
bogs.  They provide important wildlife habitat, 
but also play a critical role in local water 
management.  They serve as an additional filter 
for stormwater runoff and limit erosion by 
slowing the progress of water into a lake or river 
system.  They are also storage basins for 
chemicals such as phosphorous and help 
minimize algae blooms and nuisance aquatic 
growth during the summer. 

Classes of Wetlands - Wetlands are identified by 
three parameters: hydrology, soils, and 
vegetation.  Class I and II wetlands are considered 
significant and are protected by the Vermont 
Wetland Rules.   

Class 1: Class One wetlands are those which the 
Vermont Water Resources Board determines are 
exceptional or irreplaceable.  Only three have 
been identified in the State; one is the Tinmouth 
Channel which is partially fed from sources in 
Danby. 

 

Class 2: The rules designate most wetlands shown 
on the National Wetland Inventory (NWI) maps 
and those wetlands contiguous to mapped 
wetlands as Class Two wetlands.  A 50-foot 
protected buffer zone is designated adjacent to all 
Class Two wetlands. The majority of the town’s 
Class II wetlands are found in the center of the 
town in the area surrounding Danby Pond.  
Please see the Natural Resource maps in this 
document for the approximate location of Class II 
wetlands in the town. 

Class 3: Class Three wetlands are those which 
either considered not significant for producing 
any wetland functions when last evaluated or that 
have not been mapped on the NWI maps.  Class 
Three wetlands are not protected under the 
Vermont Wetland Rules.  They may play 
important local functions and can only be 
regulated at the local level.   

Riparian and Aquatic Habitats 
 
Riparian areas are ecosystems comprised of 
streams, rivers, lakes, wetlands and floodplains 
that form a complex and interrelated hydrological 
system. These ecosystems extend up and down 
streams and along lakeshores, and include all 
land that is directly affected by surface water. The 
frequent disturbances related to inundation, 
transport of sediment, and the abrasive and 
erosive forces of water and sand ice movement 
result in the creation of ecologically diverse 
communities.  
 

Vernal Pools  

Vernal pools are small wetlands characterized by 
a lack of vegetation resulting from the persistence 
of standing water for a portion of the year. They 
typically occur in small depressions in upland 
forests over a relatively impermeable substrate 
layer, but they also may be found in the 
depressions of some forested swamps. They 
typically lack inlets and outlets with the possible 
exception of outflow after heavy spring rains.  
 
Vernal pools are best known as important 
breeding habitat for amphibians such as 

Danby Pond  
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salamanders and frogs. These species may breed 
in other wetlands but rely on vernal pools to 
maintain their populations. Other animals use 
pools as well including fairy shrimp, clams, snails, 
and frogs. The amphibians and invertebrates 
found in pools also serve as a rich source of food 
for various birds, mammals and reptiles.  
 
According to Agency of Natural Resources (ANR)  
mapping data Danby currently has one confirmed 
vernal pool, located in its north between Little 
Village Rd and along Old Otis Rd.  
 

Wildlife & Vegetation 
 

The benefits provided by wildlife habitats and 
other natural and fragile areas are numerous. 
They contribute to the economy by attracting 
travelers, recreation seekers, and wildlife 
admirers as well as add to the community's 
character and sense of place. 
 
Wildlife habitats and other natural and fragile 
areas are mapped generally by the state and 
include deer wintering areas, bear habitat, 
migratory staging areas for waterfowl, mast 
stands, fisheries and sites of rare plants and 
animals.  

Deer Wintering Areas  

White-tailed deer in Vermont live near the 
northern limit of their range in eastern North 
America. In coping with Vermont’s severe 
climactic conditions, they rely on access to 
wintering areas (also known as “deer yards”). 
Deer winter habitat consists of areas of mature of 
maturing softwood cover, with aspects tending 
towards south/southwest or even easterly and 
westerly facing slopes.  

State maps indicate that deer wintering areas are 
scattered throughout Danby. The largest one lies 
in the southeastern part of town where it is 
bisected by Mill Brook. Other notable areas exist 
along Baker Brook in the northeast, directly east 
of Danby Pond, and alongside Flower Brook in 
the west. 

Mast stands 

“Mast” is a term commonly used to describe the 
seeds of shrubs and trees that are eaten by 
wildlife. “Hard mast” refers to nuts (particularly 
those of beech and oaks) while “soft mast” refers 
to berries of a variety of species.  In Vermont hard 
mast is an important wildlife food source with 171 
species known to use beech or oak stands as 
habitat. These include species on federal and state 
endangered/threatened species lists, permanent 
residents, and migratory birds. Mast stands can 
occur as discrete stands or patches on the 
landscape.  

Mast stands are valuable to a variety of wildlife in 
Vermont and may be irreplaceable on a regional 
basis. The importance of hard mast stands to 
black bears in Vermont has become so well 
established that the Fish & Wildlife Department 
considers areas of beech or oak with a history of 
bear feeding use to be a necessary wildlife habitat 
as defined by Act 250. 

Bat Habitat 

Two distinct habitats are critical for the 
persistence of a bat population: a winter 
hibernaculum and a summer roosting colony. A 
winter hibernaculum – usually a cave or mine – 
provides a constant temperature and protection 
for winter hibernation. Summer bat colonies 
consist of two types: maternity colonies and 
foraging colonies.  Maternity colonies – where 
female bats gather to give birth and raise young 
during summer – are often found in trees and tree 
cavities and also potentially in buildings. 
Foraging colonies may be small and dispersed or 
may contain large numbers.  

There are nine bat species in Vermont, with four 
of them classified as endangered under Vermont 
state law: the Indiana bat, small-footed bat, little 
brown bat, and northern long-eared bat. Danby is 
labeled on ANR maps as a potential summer 
colony for Indiana bats. Given the widespread 
white-nose syndrome that has decimated bat 
populations in recent years appropriate efforts 
should be made to nurture winter hibernaculum 
and summer colonies.  
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Rare, threatened, and endangered 
species 

A rare species is one that has only a few 
populations in the state and that faces threats to 
its continued existence in Vermont. These species 
face threats from development of their habitat, 
harassment, collection, and suppression of natural 
processes. 

Threatened species are defined by state law as a 
species whose numbers are significantly declining 
because of loss of habitat or human disturbance, 
and unless protected will become an endangered 
species. Endangered species is defined under both 
state and federal law, but the term generally 
refers to species whose continued existence as a 
viable component of the state’s wild fauna or flora 
is under jeopardy.  

According to ANR mapping data, there are six 
areas in Danby identified as having rare species, 
and two with threatened and/or endangered 
species. Please refer to the Natural Resource Maps 
for their location. 

 
Contiguous Forest 
 
Contiguous forest habitat is an area of forested 
land with either no roads or low densities of Class 
3 or 4 roads and little or no human development 
(such as buildings, lawns, or gravel pits). 

Contiguous forest areas may have various age 
classes of forest cover and be composed of other 
habitat types such as wetlands or old meadows 
that are part of the overall contiguous habitat 
complex.  Instead of absolute acreage it is most 
important to consider the size and connectivity of 
the forest habitat and associated species of plants 
and animals within the context of the level of 
fragmentation in the region/area.  
 
Native plants and animals are supported by 
contiguous forest habitats. Species such as bobcats 
and black bears require large areas to survive. 
Combined with other habitats such as wetlands, 
the contiguous forest supports natural processes 
such as predator/prey interactions and natural 
disturbance. It also helps buffer species against 
the negative consequences of fragmentation. 
Preservation of large contiguous forest areas 
benefits the human population in several ways, 
including maintaining air and water quality, 
providing forest management opportunities for 
sustainable extraction of forest products, and 
supporting appreciation of the natural landscape 
that is valued by Vermonters and visitors alike.  
 
Examination of contiguous forest mapping data 
produced by the University of Vermont’s Spatial 
Analysis Lab indicates that the majority of 
Danby’s contiguous forest lies in the southern half 
of the town, with smaller tracts in the northern 
half extending into Tinmouth.  
 

Connecting Habitat 
 
A connecting habitat is a land that links larger 
patches of habitat within a landscape allowing the 
movement, migration and dispersal of animals 
and plants. Riparian habitat along streams and 
rivers, strips of forest cover between developed 
areas and even hedgerows/fencerows all 
represent potential connecting habitat.  
 
Although connecting habitat is often associated 
with wide-ranging mammals (bobcats, black 
bears), or animals requiring a great deal of space 
to meet their daily needs (such as barred owls or 
otters), it is equally important for animals with 
relatively small ranges, as well as plants. 
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Establishing and preserving wildlife corridors 
will allow plants and animals to colonize new 
habitat as climate change, succession, or other 
ecological processes force them to migrate. A free 
flow of migration is essential going forward in 
order to ensure that native species have the means 
to interact, reproduce and maintain a robust 
ecosystem.   Danby’s connecting habitat is part of 
a large habitat block that extends north though 
Tinmouth and Clarendon to the Pittsford Ridge 
(refer to map) 
 

Natural Communities 
 
A natural community is an interacting assemblage 
of plants and animals their physical environment 
and the natural processes that affect them. It is 
important to identify natural communities in 
order to develop effective land management plans 
and determine conservation priorities. Within 
Danby the ANR has identified two locations 
where natural communities exist: the 
southernmost part of the town that includes 
Dorset Mountain, and a smaller swath of land in 
the northern part of the town, nearly equidistant 
from Old Otis Rd and Tinmouth Rd.  
 

Air Quality  
Air quality has a great impact on the quality of 
life and the ecology of an area.   Due to relatively 
low emission densities and relatively favorable 
meteorological conditions ambient concentrations 
of locally generated pollutants are relatively low 
in Vermont by national standards.  However the 
Air Pollution Control Division has reported the 
Rutland area’s particulate matter levels to be 
among the highest in the state, while 24 hour 
sulfur dioxide levels are higher than in the 
Burlington area. Nitrogen dioxide levels are 
comparable to or lower than other parts of 
Vermont.   

Overall, the Rutland Region’s air pollution levels 
have not violated EPA standards for air 
pollutants.  Small towns like Danby can help to 
maintain and improve air quality by promoting 

the use of public transit and car-pooling, 
enforcing prohibitions on the burning of trash, 
and protecting forest resources which can help to 
filter out a number of potentially harmful 
pollutants.  

Major Infrastructure Projects and the 
Surrounding Environment   
Given the prevalent ridgelines, abundant open 
spaces and natural resources existing in Danby it 
is inevitable that proposals for major 
infrastructure projects will ensue, including but 
not limited to renewable/nonrenewable energy, 
telecommunications and extractive industries. 
Realizing the sometimes incongruous relationship 
between state and municipal lawmaking and 
administrative bodies the town should undertake 
a comprehensive review of siting proposals to 
ensure preservation of its aesthetic quality and 
natural resources.  In recent years, Danby has 
seen proposals for a natural gas pipeline, a large 
open pit mine, and wind turbines.  All of these 
industrial scale projects have been proposed to be 
located outside the industrial/commercial land 
use areas identified in the town plan.    If an 
infrastructure project is already in operation, 
modification and expansion requests should 
receive the same level of scrutiny.  

 

Scenic Resources 
Danby has many important scenic resources that 
need protection.  In particular, Dutch Hill has 
been photographed by professional 
photographers whose work has been featured in 
Vermont Life Magazine, Country Magazine, in 
artists’ galleries, in state tourism brochures and 
on post cards.  It is the goal of the town to 
conserve this and other scenic view which are 
valuable economic resources in Danby. 
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Agriculture and Forestry  

Agriculture and has been an important part of 
Danby’s livelihood for over two centuries.  Today 
despite changes in national and international 
practices both remain important parts of the 
Danby economy and landscape.  While the total 
acreage of farms in Vermont has declined since 
the end of the 20th century, the number of farms 
has been rising, suggesting that more individuals 
have taken to farming as a lifestyle.   

According to the VT Dept. of Taxes, there are 
several active farms in town.  Among these are 
the Smokey House Center, the Bushee Family 
maple Farm the Bromley Farm, and the Fisk-
Haines farm, Encouraging agriculture continues 
to be a primary concern of the community. 
Agricultural and forestry practices exist 
throughout the town, but are most common 
where soils have made it most effective. 

New actions that could encourage agriculture 
would be the founding of a seasonal farmers 
market, working with co-ops in the surrounding 
area, or perusing agritourism.  A new Best 
Practices Guide for Agritourism for Vermont will 
be released in 2015, and there will be many 

aspects of its launch that focus on the 
Rutland Region.  With an established 
Agritourism site already present (the 
Smoky House Center) the town could 
really increase tourism and booster its 
economy by investigating 
agritainment and other agripenual 
efforts. 

A prime example of agritourism is 
showing off the process of maple 
sugaring.  Many visitors from other 
states visit Vermont in the fall to look 
at the changing leaves, and many will 
also want to buy local, preservable 
foods, such as cheese or maple syrup.  

There are many things that can be done with the 
tapping of trees in the area.  Some have suggested 
that sugar makers from various regions get 
together to ‘brand’ their product as coming from a 
certain region, and to mark the year it was 
collected, much in the way that wines are.  In this 
way maple syrup could also be marketed as a 
high end, discerning product that will grow in 
value into the future. 

There is a substantial amount of land in the town 
which lies between 1,500 and 2,000 feet in 
elevation that has been used for agricultural and 
forestry purposes.  Land of this type is also 
suitable for limited residential use where soils and 
slopes are appropriate and where it does not 

 

PLAN DANBY ‐ SURVEY RESULTS 

Respondents  to  the Town’s 2014 survey 
were  asked  what  sort  of  method  they 
preferred  for  protecting  farmland  and 
other under developed lands.   

 
Overall,  protection  was  favored  over  non‐
protection, with Agricultural zones, Land  trusts, 
and Easements being the most preferred.   
 
However,  there  were  a  large  number  of 
respondents who  did  not  answer  the  question 
because they felt that they did not know enough 
about the various forms of protection in order to 
make an intelligent decision. 

View of Dutch Hill from Edmonds Road 
Photo courtesy of Tom Narwald 
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increase forest fragmentation.  Maintaining a low 
population density in this land conserves water 
purity and ensures safe and adequate sewage 
disposal.   
 
The Smokey House Center has 1,300 acres of 
permanently conserved land above 2,500 feet on 
Dorset Mountain.  Land is one of the greatest 
assets Danby has, and has a variety of ways it can 
be used.  Silviculture is the act of ‘harvesting’ the 
forest for renewable hardwoods, wild edibles, 
game animals, and other products that do not 
take away from the sustainability of the land.  
There have been great strides in the art of 
conservation land management that allow large 
land owners to make a profit off of their land 
while still having 90% of it, at any one time, look 
completely untouched. 
 
In 1978 the state instituted the Current Use 
Program, where enrolled parcels are taxed 
according to use rather than fair market value. 
The primary objectives of the program were to 
keep Vermont's agricultural and forest land in 
production, help slow the development of these 
lands, and achieve greater equity in property 
taxation on undeveloped land. Through this 
program the state reimburses municipalities for 
the balance in tax revenue, negating any fiscal 
municipal impacts for conserving the town’s 
working and natural resource lands.  To be 
enrolled, forest land must have an approved, 10-
year forest management plan.  
This plan must include a 
description of the lands current  
 

                                                                Raiche Farm 
 
conditions, long term goals, management 
activities, and it is highly recommended that the 
plan be created by a certified forest manager. Not 
only does this plan mean that farmers, 
silviculturalists, conservationists, and other such 
land users are taxed less on their property, but 
there are many penalties that apply if the land is 
ever converted into other use ahead of the plan.  
This provides incentives to keep the forests 
whole, and disincentives for developers looking 
to quickly flip land. 
 
For FY 2014, the Department of Taxes reports that 
55 properties in Danby are enrolled, totaling 
14,048 acres, which is 52% of the town’s total 
acreage (26,671.59 acres).  
 
 

 
 
 

Relative growth, and shrinking, of 
various types of land cover in Vermont 
between 1997 and 2007 
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CASE STUDY: SMOKEY HOUSE CENTER 
 

Based  in the Danby Four Corners, Smokey House Center (SHC)  is renowned  locally and beyond 
for its unique, multifaceted approach to promoting education and conservation.  SHC has served 
as  a  robust  education  source  for  local  students  in  hands‐on,  work  –based  learning  and 
environmental  field  studies  programs  since  1974.    That  tradition  continues  through 
collaboration with area partners. 
 
With  origins  in  the  late  1950s,  SHC  has  developed  into  a  vibrant  non‐profit  corporation 
stewarding over 5,000 acres of working land. SHC promotes sustainable agriculture and forestry, 
provides valuable education to students, and partners with farmers and other organizations  in 
an effort to enhance the agricultural economy of the region.  
 
Since receiving  it as a gift  from the Taconic Foundation  in 1995, SHC has moved assertively to 
conserve  its  land.  Since  then, over 4,000  acres have been put under  conservation easement, 
including  the aforementioned 1,300  that  lie on Dorset Mountain. The organization’s  foresters 
work diligently to selectively harvest trees and promote the growth of native, high value species, 
ensuring a healthy forest for years to come, as well as a valuable revenue stream.  
 
Farming has been a cornerstone of the region throughout its history and remains so today even 
in a changing economy. SHC works to ensure that  it will remain an essential component of the 
working landscape by leasing land, housing and retail space to local farmers.  SHC recognizes the 
many obstacles facing small and beginning farms and  is working with others to find  innovative 
solutions to farmland tenure and farm vitality challenges. 
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Transportation 
 
An effective transportation network provides 
access and mobility to and through the Town of 
Danby for residents, visitors and businesses.    
The transportation system of a town is also the 
framework that directs land uses, development 
patterns, and overall character.   

The history of Danby’s transportation network is 
not unlike that of many other Vermont towns.  
Trails first used by Native Americans became 
increasingly well-traveled as permanent 
settlement began to take place following 1765.  
The Four Corners area and what would 
eventually become U.S. Route 7 were among the 
first permanent roads to be constructed.  Since 
traffic grows proportionately to such 
development thought must be given to how much 
accessibility the Town can afford and provide in 
terms of road maintenance and improvements.   

 

Background 

In Danby and most of Rutland County the road 
network is clearly the dominant form with 
passenger vehicles serving as the primary users, 
followed by trucks, regional transit providers (in 
select locations) and increasing active 
transportation- pedestrians and bicyclists for both 
transportation and recreation.  Long distance 
passenger rail, air, and transit services are 
available within the Rutland Region. 

In Vermont, highways are defined by their 
administrative classes: 1, 2, 3 and 4.  Local towns 
have legal authority to define access on all Class 
2, 3 and 4 roads.  Roads are also defined by 
functional classes 

Class 1 town highways are those town highways 
which form an extension of a state highway route 
(usually in a downtown area) and which carry a 
state highway route number.  Land access is 
balanced with mobility demands; therefore, curb 
cuts should be limited. There are no Class 1 
highways in Danby.  

Class 2 town highways are those selected as the 
most important roads (after State roads) in each 
town.  As far as practicable, they are selected by 
the State with the purpose of securing trunk lines 
from town to town and to places that by their 
nature have more than the normal amount of 
traffic.  Danby has 14.67 miles of Class 2 
highways.   

Class 3 town highways make up the majority of 
local roads.  The minimum standards for Class 3 
highways are to be negotiable under normal 
considerations all seasons of the year by a 
standard manufactured pleasure car.  This would 
include, but is not be limited to, having sufficient 
surface and base, adequate drainage, sufficient 
width.  The Selectboard may determine whether a 
class 3 highway, or section of highway, should be 
plowed and made negotiable during the winter.  
The total mileage for Class 3 is 39.12 

Class 4 town highways are all other town 
highways.  Designated by the Selectboard, this 
category includes all untraveled highways, pent 
roads, town highways with gates, and all town 

1931 ROAD MAP OF DANBY 
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roads not classified as state highways, Class 2 or 
Class 3.  Trails are other routes in the community 
which allow public access but for which the Town 
bears no maintenance responsibility or liability.  
They are privately owned and maintained. There 
is 0.08 miles of legal trail.   

Danby’s Highway System 

Danby’s road system is a network of US, State, 
Class 2, Class 3, and Class 4 highways.  At 
present, these are sufficient to handle the town’s 
traffic needs, but as use of the roads changes and 
development increase, consideration will need to 
be given to the policies the town will follow in 
upgrading roads and in scheduling repairs, 
maintenance, and improvements.  Danby’s roads 
are considered scenic back roads and any 
improvement should enhance this quality. 

There are 2.497 miles of State Highway – 2.473 of 
US 7 and 0.024 miles of VT 133.  US7 is the major 
arterial north to south route carrying inter-
regional as well as local traffic.  It is in good repair 
and handles the traffic flow well. VT133 enters 
extends from Tinmouth in the northwest corner of 
the Town.   

Three roads covering 14.67 miles carry Class 2 
designations: 

 Brook Road, connecting the Borough to 
Danby Four Corners 

 Danby-Tinmouth Road, connecting Danby 
Four Corners to Tinmouth to the north 

 Danby-Pawlet Road, connecting the Four 
Corners area to two of the Region’s 
southern towns. 

 
The majority of the highways in Danby  [39.12 
miles]  are designated Class 3 including Main 
street in the designated village, and all other 
public, year-round roads in the town.  While some 
of these are blacktop, most are dirt or gravel.  
Their function is to provide access to property 
abutting the right-of-way.  Finally, there   is a 
limited number of town trails.  The town assumes 
no responsibility for the maintenance of these 
trails.  The Town Highway Map from the Agency 
of Transportation shows 0.99miles of class 4 
roads.  Recent legislation gives Towns the ability 

to identify unidentified corridors and take steps 
to retain control over them for future use; without 
local action, all of these unidentified corridors will 
revert to the adjacent landowners in 2017.   

Although passenger vehicles are the most 
common mode of transportation on the Danby 
highway system, trucks, bicycles, horseback 
riders pedestrians play a role as well. 

Trucks  
Truck traffic in Danby is generated by three 
principal sources.  The highest volume is from 
through-traffic along Route 7.  For the most part, 
this volume is separated from the village and is 
not a critical issue.  Other sources of truck traffic 
include deliveries to and from the designated 
village area, transport associated with quarrying 
facilities in the south-eastern part of the 
community, site excavation, logging, and soil 
transport. 

As is the case elsewhere in Vermont, there are 
positives and negatives associated with truck 
traffic.  Adverse impacts include road 
deterioration, health and safety concerns from 
noise, dust, air quality impairment, vibrations, 
and congestion.  These must be balanced with the 
public welfare benefits to having employment 
opportunities, goods moved and services 
provided in the community.  Due to old fashioned 
construction of Danby’s historic and scenic roads, 
truck traffic needs to be kept to a minimum. 

Bridges 

Due primarily to the abundance of streams 
throughout the town, roads in Danby cross 30 
bridges of more than six feet in length.  Six of 
those measure more than 20 feet in length.  Brook 
Road, which leads from the village to Danby Four 
Corners along the Mill Brook has the most 
concentrated collection of bridges.  The Town and 
the Vermont Agency of Transportation share 
jurisdiction for the maintenance of bridges in 
Danby.   

Surface and traffic conditions 

Danby residents generally have expressed 
approval for local road maintenance.  Support 
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continues to be expressed at town meeting for 
road maintenance efforts.  The town garage is 
located on Brook Road, next to the Town Office. 

In 2014 traffic counts were conducted on the 
following roads:   

 Tinmouth Road, north of Danby Four 
Corners 

  Scottsville Road, immediately west of US 
Route 7 

 Quarry Hill Road, west of the intersection 
with Griffith Hill Road  

 
In general, Scottsville and Tinmouth Roads had a 
slightly higher than average proportion of truck 
traffic than the state averages for other roads of 
the same classification.  These results are not 
surprising given that these town highways 
generally provide the principal access to industry 
in the town.  Scottsville Road residents have in the 
past expressed concern over the use of the narrow 
winding road for heavy trucking activities. 

Speed study 

In 2004 a speed study was conducted on North 
and South Main Street [old Route 7].  As a result, 
the Selectboard adopted an ordinance limiting 
speeds to 25 mph in the village and 40 mph on 
either end of the village. Speed was also 
monitored on the Tinmouth Road in 2014 and the 
recorded pace speed, the 10 mph range of speed 
containing the largest number of vehicles, was 44-
53 mph, generally within the speed limit and the 
85th percentile speed, the speed at or below 85% 
of vehicles travel, was 55 mph. The mean speed 
recorded was 48 mph; 36.5% of vehicles exceeded 
the 50 mph speed limit. 
 

Road standards 

The Town adopted the 2013 VT codes and 
standards which were revised after Tropical 
Storm Irene to incorporate better storm resiliency.  
Adoption of these standards in addition to an 
infrastructure inventory provides the community 
with a lower local match on various state funded 
highway projects.  Many of Danby’s roads have 
no base, and thus need extra oversight and 
protection. 

Accident rates 

According to most recent (2008-2012) publication 
from the Vermont Agency of Transportation there 
is a high crash location on the Danby-Pawlet Road 
where an incapacitating injury occurred.  This 
corridor was addressed with minor 
improvements such as signs in a 2013 High Risk 
Rural Road study.  US 7, Danby-Pawlet Road and 
Scottsville Road, had a significant number of 
crashes over this period.  

Access management 

Access management involves a number of specific 
road design, land use management, and 
transportation management strategies to promote 
safe and efficient use of the transportation 
network.    The goals are to increase safety and 
mobility on existing roadways, better 
accommodate all transportation modes, and 
reduce the demand for new highways.  Access 
management should be considered when 
reviewing all new development or redevelopment 
proposals in Danby. 

Towns in Vermont may regulate private access to 
local highways through "curb cuts", places where 
a private driveway or road cuts through curb 
(even though there may not be an actual curb in 
place) to gain access to town roads and highways.  
The Danby Selectboard requires any proposed 
driveways to receive a town permit before 
construction begins.  The Selectboard bases its 
decision on safety considerations such as lines of 
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sight, proximity to intersections, etc.  Access 
management on US and VT highways is governed 
by the Vermont Department of Transportation. 

Highway Conservation 
 
Highway conservation concerns the use of lands 
abutting either side of the town’s arterial and 
collector roads.  Local roads should be preserved 
from purely linear development by limiting curb 
cuts.  The developer is responsible for building 
the roads within the development to town road 
standards, and also the maintenance of said 
roads.  The roads should be built to allow access 
by fire and emergency vehicles.  

Other Modes of Transportation 

Bicycle / Pedestrian  
There are no dedicated bicycle paths or 
transportation-oriented pedestrian walkways in 
Danby.  There has been some interest among 
residents in having sidewalks in the village area 
and and the town encourages this in order to 
create more walkable streets.  Complete Streets, a 
law enacted by the State legislature in 2011 
requires that all road projects on paved roads 
consider all users and context will help to 
determine the appropriate way to meet their 
multiple needs.  As a primarily rural town with 
roads with relatively low volumes of traffic it is 
most likely that active transportation modes will 
share travel lanes with vehicles. 

A walk audit in 2014 identified improvements 
needed to safely and comfortably accommodate 
pedestrians.  The Borough lacks sidewalks on 
most of Main Street, with the exception of the 
bridge and links of sidewalk south of Mt. Tabor 
Ave.  Destinations such as the school, post office, 
library, town office and churches should be 
accessible to pedestrians and are not.  

The Green Mountain National Forest also 
maintains an extensive network of hiking trails in 
nearby Mount Tabor, including the Long Trail, 
which stretches north-south along the center of 
the state. 

Rail 
Rail has been an important part of the Rutland 
County economy for more than 150 years.  First 
serving the City and stretching south to Danby in 
the mid-19th Century, freight-based rail helped 
establish several industries – most notably 
quarrying – in the region. 

Despite the expansion of road networks 
throughout the 20th Century rail remains an 
integral part of the Region’s transportation 
network.  Today, as traffic levels continue to rise 
on the state’s major highways, rail is being re-
examined for its potential to relieve truck traffic. 

Although Danby has no rail sidings at this time 
they may be considered if a need or opportunity 
arises in the future.  At present, the Vermont 
Railroad Company owns 1.2 miles of tracks in the 
community as part of a larger network following 
the Otter Creek and U.S. Route 7 between Rutland 
and Manchester. 

Passenger rail service is available in Rutland City.  
Amtrak operates a station and provides daily 
trips to and from New York City.  Rail initiatives 
include a passenger rail service from Rutland to 
Burlington and eventually to Albany.  The goal of 
the New York-Vermont Bi-State Intercity 
Passenger Rail study is to provide intercity 
passenger rail services to parts of Vermont and 
New York that are currently underserved or 
unserved.   
   
The Vermont Agency of Transportation and the 
New York State Department of Transportation 
have obtained funding from the Federal Railroad 
Administration's (FRA) High Speed and Intercity 
Passenger Rail program for a planning study to 
develop a corridor analysis, Service Development 
Plan and associated preliminary engineering (PE) 
and environmental documentation for an intercity 
passenger route that would serve the 
communities between Albany, NY and Rutland, 
VT. 
 
While there is very little rail directly in  Danby the 
proximity of rail just across Route 7 in Mt. Tabor 
and the possibility of greater use of that rail for 
both freight and passenger uses should be 
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watched closely by the community and 
participation in that study maintained.  Danby 
residents are supportive of the concept of light 
rail or commuter rail along the western corridor, 
providing local service between Bennington and 
Burlington with stops in between.  Danby could 
greatly profit from supporting commuter rail 
along the western corridor. 
 

Transit 

Regional public transit is provided by the Marble 
Valley Regional Transit District.  Based in Rutland 
it maintains a route along Route 7 between the 
multi-modal center in downtown Rutland and 
Manchester. Transportation for the elderly and 
persons with disabilities is also available in 
Danby through human service agencies.     

Air 

The Rutland- Southern Vermont Regional 
Airport, located in Clarendon, is one of ten state-
owned and operated public use airports in 
Vermont.  The facility hosts one scheduled 
commercial operator, Cape Air, with daily flights 
to Boston, chartered flights, and general aviation.  

The nearest major airport to Danby is the Albany 
International Airport located 74 miles to the 
southwest.  The Burlington International Airport 
is the next closest located 88 miles to the north. 

Air transportation plays a key role in allowing 
goods and individuals to access the Rutland 
Region for business and pleasure and contribute 
to the economy. 

The Future: Danby and the Region 

In order to increase local participation in 
transportation planning in Vermont the Agency 
of Transportation (VTrans) supports regional 
Transportation Advisory Committees (TACs – 
known in Rutland County as the Rutland 
Regional Transportation Council).  TAC members 
are appointed by the towns and work together to 
prioritize projects and issues for attention by 
VTrans.  Danby supports the efforts of this 
regional transportation advisory committee and 

will continue to participate through its designated 
representative. 

 

Capital Improvement Plan  
A Capital Improvement Plan for Danby’s roads, 
minor structures (culverts and smaller bridges), 
and equipment was prepared, based on results of 
public meetings. Excerpts from the Plan are 
included below: 

Roads - In order to repair, replace or improve all 
the roads in the Town of Danby to perfect 
condition the cost would be $1,174,179 [2005] - 
paved roads = $885,077, unpaved roads  = 
$289,101.  The consultants recommended an 
approach that would budget funds annually to 
address one mile of paved roads and 6 miles of 
unpaved roads annually.  In this way, the 11 miles 
of paved roads would be repaired over an 
approximately ten year period and the 38 miles of 
unpaved roads over a six year period.   

Culverts and Minor Structures - There are 
approximately 500 culverts and 11 minor 
structures in Danby.  Of these, one was in critical 
condition [requiring immediate replacement], 33 
in poor condition [and should be replaced or 
repaired as soon as resources allow.  The 
estimated replacement cost for these 33 structures 
in 2005 was $35,394.  In terms of the Capital 
Budget, the consultants recommended that 
$17,500 be budgeted each year for two years and 
then $8,000 a year on a continuing basis for repair, 
maintenance, or replacement.  
 
Equipment - The Town has established a sinking 
fund for the replacement of highway equipment.  
Recommended was $50,000 annually as well as 
the incorporation of a system that would track 
costs which can then be used as a management 
tool 

Funding - Local funds can be extended by 
applying for state grants that are annually 
available through the Agency of Transportation. 
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Economic Development 

 

Planning for economic development establishes 
and maintains the community’s diversity and 
unique character.  It encourages a healthy 
diversity of enterprises to support jobs and tax 
revenues in the town.   

The town can be active in maintaining and 
enhancing the physical character of Danby by 
encouraging development to take appropriate 
forms or choose appropriate locations. 

According to the American Community Survey 
(ACS) 2013 data, about half of Danby’s 16 and 
over population is employed.  Of those, 40% 
work outside of Rutland County and more 
almost certainly work outside of Danby Town.   

As of the last survey, the top jobs held by those 
living in Danby were management, education, 
sales, office administration, construction and 
extraction, and production.  This likely reflects 
the quarry history of Danby as a driver of jobs, 
and the dedication Danby holds towards 
educating its youngest citizens.   

Currently, about 10% of Danby’s population is 
reported as having an income below the poverty 
line, and that’s only counting those in Danby 
who make money at all.  There is a lack of jobs in 
the area in general, and especially a lack of jobs 
that require skills and that pay a living wage.  
The town itself has very few industries that 
would attract people to come work in the area. 

In fact, the whole Rutland Region has been 
affected by the general economic slowdown.  
That being said, however, tourism still seems to 
be doing well, with a lot of local job growth in 
accommodations, hobby stores, agriculture, food 
service, and related jobs.  A focus on tourism, 
especially agritourism, can help boost all the 
other businesses in the area by drawing in a lot of 
outside cash. 

Residents’ Statistics 

The overall workforce among Danby residents 
sixteen years or older has increased by 30% since 
1990 (170 total employed persons).  59% of Danby 
residents were employed in Rutland County and 
the mean travel time to work was 24.6 minutes, 
which is higher than the Rutland County mean of 
22 minutes. Median Household income in 2012 
stood at $56,923, a 53% increase from the 1990 
amount of $37,137.  However 17% of the population 
has a poverty determination.  The unemployment 
rate in June 2014 was 5.3%  
 

Agriculture and Agritorusism 

The traditional agriculture of Vermont has been in a 
state of flux in the last fifty years.  Large dairy farms 
have become less profitable, with large, privately 
owned farms disapearing from towns.  At the same 
time both large industrial farms and smaller organic 
farms have been popping up to replace them.  
Espcailly in small, traditional towns like Danby, 
these more numerous, if smaller, organic farms can 
do a lot to help the town.  

 

PLAN DANBY ‐ SURVEY RESULTS 

Respondents  to  the  Town’s  2014  survey  were 
asked  whether  they  thought  there  were 
adequate  job opportunities  in Danby, and  they 
overwhelmingly agreed that there are not.    

 
Further, as seen in other questions, many residents seem 
worried about  the  towns ability  to attract and/or  retain 
young  people  for  anything  other  than  being  a  pretty 
place to vacation  in, or  live  in as a bedroom community 
as they work and go out to other surrounding towns.    
 
This is part of the general worry expressed in the surveys 
that  the  town  is  slowly dying because of  its  inability  to 
adapt, change, and offer  something  to working  twenty‐
something’s. 
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Most prominantly is the 
growing ‘farm to plate’ 
movement that seeks to 
source twenty percent of 
vermonters food from 
within vermont by 2020.  
A small, organic farm can 
work closely with local 
food shelters, resturants, 
or even schools, 
providing seasonal foods.  
They can also provide 
food to the public at 
farmers markets though 
most of the year.  Beyond 
that, there is a growing 
market for organics 
thoughout the country, and there is a market for 
buyers in both small towns and large cities, such 
as New York, Boston, Quebec, and Buffalo.   

One of the fastests growing industires in 
Vermont however is Agritourism, the 
combination of agriculture and tourism.  It 
involves activities such as direct sales of raw and 
value added goods, activities aimed at family’s 
and children, activities that educate, or simply 
activities that are unique to those who would 
travel to vermont, such as cider, cheese, and 

maple syrup tasteings.  Corn mazes, petting zoos, 
hay-rides, and seasonal activities also fall into 
this category.  Not only does the farmer gain 
income with these activities, but they draw 
visitors to the towns resturants, shops, and other 
local crafts. 
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Utilities, Facilities, and 
Education 

 The Town of Danby and its partners endeavor to 
maintain and improve access to safe and efficient 
services and utilities throughout the community.  
The provision of safe drinking water, proper 
disposal of waste water, accessible solid waste 
and recycling facilities, cell phone / broadband 
capabilities and quality education facilities are 
critical to the continued health of the community.  
Danby is a town experiencing population growth.  
Utilities and facilities will need to continue to 
match growth in the community.   

Utilities 

Fire Protection 

The Danby-Mount Tabor Volunteer Fire 
Company provides fire protection for both towns.  
The company operates out of two fire stations, a 
main station on North Main Street north of 
Danby Borough and a sub-station in Danby Four 
Corners.  It belongs to a Mutual Aid Pact with 
Clarendon, Tinmouth, Middletown Springs, 
Pawlet, Poultney, Ira, Wallingford and the Wells 
Fire Departments. 

Its budget draws from three major sources: the 
towns of Danby and Mount Tabor, donations, 
and fund raising events.  

Although the majority of calls come from Danby 
and Mount Tabor the company has agreements 
for mutual aid services in both Rutland and 
Bennington Counties. 

The main water supply for firefighting is the 
available rivers and ponds throughout town.  The 
company responds to around fifty five calls a 
year according to a Fire Department Official.  
Over the past few years, the Fire Department has 
received Dry Hydrant Grants and has installed 
eleven dry hydrants throughout the community; 
and two more will be installed in 2014.   

There are a few flowing bodies of water in the 
Town.  Most of the accessible sites are not  

 

 

suitable as firefighting water sources due to low 
flows, high lifts, and construction complications.  
This makes development of year round reliable 
water sources difficult.  Ideally the Fire Company 
would like twenty dry hydrants spread 
throughout the Town and they strongly 
encourage residents to install a dry hydrant in 
any new ponds that are built that are near fire 
truck access. Additionally the Town should 
consider assisting with the cost of construction of 
these dry hydrants in public streams, particularly 
in extremely vulnerable areas such as Danby 
Village, as identified in the Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation Plan].   

The Company continues to upgrade its 
equipment and facilities through funds provided 
by the Department of Homeland Security.  In 
2014 voters approved a contribution of $25,000 
each year for seven years for the purchase of a 
new fire engine.  A new truck was purchased in 
2013 and is housed in the Danby Four Corners 
Fire Station through the same method.      

Residents appear to be pleased with the services 
being provided by the Company.  

While the Danby-Mount Tabor Volunteer Fire 
Company operates independently of either 
government, the Town of Danby encourages it to 
be active in considering new development 
proposals with regard to emergency access.  
General accessibility from the Company’s two 

 

PLAN DANBY ‐ SURVEY RESULTS 

Respondents  to  the  Town’s  2014  survey 
reported  a  desire  for  Danby  to  either 
make  some  sort  of  town  website  or  to 
have  more  activity  and  official 
recognition  by  the  town’s  government 
with the existing Front Porch Forums.   

 
Almost every voice against having a website came 
from  the  write‐in  survey  which  represents  an 
interesting  self‐selecting  bias.   While  it may  be 
true  that  not  everyone  in  the  town  has  a 
computer  the  town  will  only  become  more 
technology literate as time goes on, not less. 
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fire stations and site-specific road and building 
designs are especially critical.   

Police Protection 

Police protection is provided by a contract with 
the Rutland County Sherriff’s Office.  Danby is 
also covered by State Police from Rutland.   

Municipal Services 

An elected five-person Selectboard governs 
Danby.  Members are elected each year to serve 
three-year terms.  They are assisted by other 
elected and appointed officials: a Town 
Treasurer, Town Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk, 
Listers, Auditors, School Board Members, 
Regional Planning Commissioner and Planning 
Commission Members, and other Town officers 
as listed in the Danby Town Report.  

The Town Offices and town garage are located in 
Danby Borough on Brook Road.  Voters 
approved the sale of the Town Hall and two 
other parcels in 2014.  Annual town meetings are 
held at Currier Memorial School.  The transfer 
station and recycling center are located adjacent 
to the town garage.  For safety, health, liability, 
and fiscal reasons the current situation is in great 
need of modification.  Locating a site for and 
developing costs of a new town office and 
municipal garage are a top priority of the 
community.  

Water Supply 

The majority of homes had their own water 
supply, driven wells, dug wells, or springs in 
2014. 

The recharge area for the Danby-Mt. Tabor Fire 
District No. 1 well and springs are indicated on 
the Natural Resources Map.  This system serves 
the portion of the town within the Danby-Mount 
Tabor Fire District 1.  Planning for future water 
use should include adequate water for fire 
protection as well as domestic use. 

The water is abundant and of excellent quality.  
The Town Plan contains policies for protecting 
the streams, springs and other water supplies 
from contamination and depletion.  Currently the 
system can provide 50,000 gallons per day.  The 
system is at capacity.   

Sewage Disposal 

Sewage disposal is provided on an individual 
basis through town.  Septic tanks, dry wells and 
leach fields are the common method of disposal.  
Rural areas should continue to rely on individual 
on-site sewage disposal with low enough 
densities to allow such disposal without 
problems to adjacent neighbors or water supplies. 

There are many new alternative systems that 
could be investigated both by individual 
homeowners and by developers interested in 
constructing housing in a more compact manner.  
All wastewater disposal systems are permitted 
through the State of Vermont – Agency of 
Natural Resources. 

Education 

Assuring a high level of education is critical.  It 
not only provides Danby’s youth with the tools to 
grow and succeed, but it is a source of 
community pride.  Danby and Mount Tabor 
share one public elementary school, Currier 
Memorial.  Additionally, some parents have 
chosen to home school their children or send 
them to private or religious schools.   

Danby Town Office (formerly School #8) 
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Currier Memorial School 
Danby’s public school, Currier Memorial, is part 
of the Union District #23 under the 
administration of the Bennington-Rutland 
Supervisory Union.  It serves children in grades 
K-6 who are residents of Danby and Mount 
Tabor. 

During the 2014-2015 school year the school had 
a total of thirty staff, including seven full-time 
classroom teachers, five full-time para-educators, 
a principal, secretary, part-time specialized 
teachers, after school staff, food service 
personnel, a nurse, and a custodian.   

The overall proportion of households with 
children under 18 years of age in Danby was 40% 
in 2010. In spite of the town’s growth however, 
the actual number of children under 18 has 
dropped from 325 in 1990 to 301 in 2010.   

Enrollment at Currier Memorial has dropped in 
recent years from 168 students in 1996-97 to a low 
of 104 in 2013-14.  The school’s capacity is 
estimated at 200 students.   

The school has eight classrooms.  The school also 
maintains a library, kitchen, multi-purpose room, 
and a variety of offices.  Recreational facilities at 
the school include a playground, soccer field, 
tennis court, and the indoor gymnasium.  
Facilities are available for use by area residents.  
Parties interested in using indoor facilities must 
contact the school.  The Maple Street School in 
Manchester, an independent institution serving 
grades K-8 had 5 Danby students in 2014-15.    

Secondary Education 

As Danby has no high school facilities local 
families may choose which middle or high school 
their children attend. Students attending public 
schools have tuition paid in full.  Students 
attending private, non-religious schools are given 
the state average to apply towards tuition.  In 
2013-14, that figure was $11,703 for elementary 
school students, and $13,084 for students in 
grades seven through twelve. 

In the 2014-2015 school year, the majority of high 
school students from Danby attended Burr and 
Burton Academy in Manchester (42 students), 
Mill River Union High School in Clarendon (30 
students), and Long Trail School in Dorset (9 
students).  At least 5 other high schools and local 
schools providing 7th and 8th grade education are 
also used.  Bus service is provided for Danby 
residents who attend Mill River and Burr and 
Burton.  

Emergency Management 
  
Having emergency services available is among 
the basic needs of residents in Danby.  The Town, 
together with its non-profit partners, strives to be 
active in all four phases of emergency 
management: mitigation, preparedness, response, 
and recovery.  
 
1. Mitigation 
 
Mitigation means taking action before the next 
disaster to reduce losses of life and property. In 
2012, the Town adopted an Annex to the Rutland 
Region All Hazards Mitigation Plan. The Plan 
identifies the most likely types of natural and 
human-caused hazards and locations where these 
hazards are most likely to take place.  The Plan 
also sets forth a prioritized list of tasks to be 
completed to reduce the damage from future 
hazard events.   
 
Since the FEMA-approved hazard mitigation 
plan expires after five years, the Town has been 
working to prepare and adopt a new plan. High 
risk hazards in Danby include flooding and 
fluvial erosion, hazardous material spills, 

Currier Memorial School 
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particularly along Route 7 and the rail line, 
highway and railroad accidents, water supply 
contamination, as well as the significant fire risk 
in the Village District because of the lack of 
sprinklers in the wooden structures.   
 
Priorities in the draft 2014 Local Hazard 
Mitigation Plan include installing dry hydrants, 
upgrading culverts and roadside ditches, public 
education regarding fire hazards, stabilizing 
stream banks, and several other mitigation 
projects.   
 
The Town has also completed an inventory of its 
bridges and culverts and adopted a series of 
codes and standards for road maintenance that 
ensure sustainable practices.  Having these 
programs in place reduces the Town’s match 
against State dollars for certain public works 
maintenance projects. 
 
2. Preparedness 
 
Preparedness involves activities and measures, 
such as training, plans, procedures, and 
equipment, taken in advance of an incident to 
ensure effective response. The Town has an 
appointed Emergency Management Coordinator 
who is responsible for coordinating the various 
components of the emergency management 
system. One of the EMC’s core functions is to 
maintain an up to date emergency operations 
plan.  
 
Danby’s Basic Emergency Operations Plan 
(BEOP) was last updated and adopted on June 12, 
2014.  In December of 2013 Vermont Division of 
Emergency Management and Homeland Security 
released a new Local Emergency Operations Plan 
(LEOP) to replace the BEOP, which replaced the 
Rapid Response Plan.  
 
The emergency operations plan documents all the 
steps that need to be taken in the event of an 
emergency and includes a complete listing of 
contacts, selected methods for alerting the public, 
locations that are to be used as shelters and 
emergency operations centers, emergency 
equipment available, and a map of evacuation 

routes.  The emergency operations plan identifies 
emergency shelter sites: Danby Town Hall, the 
Mountain View Baptist Church, and the 
Congregational Church.  Also listed in the plan 
are high risk populations, vulnerable areas, 
emergency contacts, and local emergency 
operations center sites (the designated EOC is the 
Town Office).   
 
The emergency operations plan  should be 
examined and re-adopted on annually by May 1st 
to ensure that the phone numbers for key 
individuals are correct, that other key elements, 
such as making sure that all shelters are 
approved by the American Red Cross, are 
maintained, and that the response community is 
aware of regional organizations with specialized 
training.   
 
3. Response 
 
Response activities address the short-term direct 
effects of an incident and seek to save lives, 
protect property, and meet basic human needs. 
This includes fire, police, and emergency 
response activities which are discussed below.  
Because of the town’s small population and rural 
setting response to some types of emergencies 
will not be as quick as they might be in larger 
communities. 
 
4. Recovery 
 
Recovery is the process of rebuilding, restoring, 
and rehabilitating the community following an 
emergency. The Town should maintain records of 
costs incurred in the recovery from disasters, 
including road and culvert repairs.  This 
information is reported to Vermont Division of 
Emergency Management and Homeland 
Security, and the local Agency of Transportation.  
This aids the state in applying for presidential 
declarations of disaster in larger events and can 
make the town eligible for substantial 
reimbursement of costs. 
 
Vermont’s Emergency Relief Assistance Funding 
(ERAF) provides state funding to match federal 
Public Assistance after federally-declared 
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disasters.  Eligible public costs are reimbursed by 
federal taxpayers at 75%.  For disasters after 
October 23, 2014, the State of Vermont will 
contribute an additional 7.5% toward the costs.  If 
the Town takes specific steps to reduce flood 
damage the State will contribute 12.5% or 17.5% 
of the total cost based on these requirements.  
Currently, Danby is at the 12.5% level:  
 
12.5% for eligible communities that have 
adopted four mitigation measures: 
 
1. National Flood Insurance Program 

(participate or have applied);  
2. Town Road and Bridge Standards – (annually 

certify adopted standards that meet or exceed 
the standards in the current: 2014-2016 
VTrans Orange Book: Handbook for Local 
Officials; 

3. Local Emergency Operations Plan 
(adopt annually after town meeting);  

4. Local Hazard Mitigation Plan - Adopt a 
FEMA- approved local plan (valid for five 
years) or, submit a draft plan to FEMA 
Region 1 for review. 

 
17.5% ERAF funding for eligible communities 
that also have adopted:  
 
1. Maintenance  of  an  active  rate  classification

  (class  #1  through  9)  under FEMA’s 
Community Rating System (CRS) that 
includes activities that prohibit new 
structures in mapped flood hazard zones, 
OR;  

2. Adoption  of  a  Fluvial  Erosion  Hazard  (FE
H)  or  other  river corridor or floodplain 
protection bylaw that meets or exceeds the 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources FEH 
model regulations and scoping guidelines.  

 

Health Facilities 

Medical care is provided by physicians in 
Rutland, West Pawlet, Manchester and 
Wallingford.  The Rutland Visiting Nurse and 
Hospice Association provides services to the 
town while the Manchester, Wallingford, and 
Granville Rescue Squads provide emergency 

rescue services.  Danby also has first response 
capability.  In-patient care is provided by both 
Southwestern Vermont Medical Center in 
Bennington and the Rutland Regional Medical 
Center in Rutland.  
 

United States Postal Service 

The Danby Post Office celebrated its 200th year of 
service to the community in January 2002.  Today 
the United States Postal Service operates one 
facility in Danby that employs two individuals 
full-time and three others on a part-time basis.   

 

Solid Waste Disposal 

Danby is a member of the Rutland County Solid 
Waste District which is the primary regional 
entity administering and addressing solid waste 
disposal problems on a regional level on behalf of 
its constituent municipalities. The Town of 
Danby maintains a contract with a local solid 
waste disposal company and runs a waste 
transfer station at the town garage.  Home and 
business owners are responsible for transporting 
solid waste and recyclables to the transfer station. 

Each trash bag must have a Town of Danby 
sticker attached.  The Town currently accepts all 
recyclable unsorted.  They are transferred to a 
sorting facility.  It is the sense of those operating 
the transfer station that this has reduced the 
amount of solid waste disposed.    

In 2012 Act 148―Vermont’s Universal Recycling 
Law―was passed. The intent of the law is to 
divert recyclable items, leaf and yard debris, and 
food scraps from landfills. By July 1, 2015 
recyclables will be banned from landfills; by July 
1, 2016 leaf and yard debris and clean wood 
waste will be banned from landfills; and by 2020 
food scraps will be banned. Facility owners and 
trash haulers will need to collect and manage 
these wastes accordingly. Municipalities are also 
required to implement variable rate pricing (aka 
“pay as you throw”) based on volume or weight 
by July 1, 2015. The Town will need to work with 
the District to ensure compliance with Act 148.   
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Telecommunications Facilities 

The Public Service Board regulates the siting, 
construction, and modification of towers and 
cellular structures.  Traditional tools that towns 
use to participate in the siting of cellular facilities 
include planning, adopting reasonable bylaws, 
and focusing on aesthetics, safety concerns (other 
than radiation) and character of the 
neighborhood.  
 

As a result of rapid industry growth, emerging 
technologies, and industry permit leasing 
requirements, Vermont towns have seen an 
increase in applications for telecommunications 
towers. Given the industry’s plans to increase its 
presence in Vermont and the sometimes highly 
sensitive nature of telecommunications tower 
proposals, it has become increasingly urgent that 
every Vermont town adopt community standards 
specifically addressing siting and application 
requirements for these towers. Thoughtful 
regulations balance the desire for better 
communications facilities with the desire to 
preserve scenic landscapes and ensure safety in 
each community. 

 

Child Care 
The availability of child care for our residents is a 
big factor related to the affordability of living in 
Danby.  Parents of young children need to have 
safe, accessible, and affordable child care options.  
Otherwise choices have to be made between 
earning a living or raising a family.   
 
Children in Danby ‐ Source: 2010 Census 
 

 
     Age 

 
 Population 

Under 5 years  74 

5 to 9 years  81 

10 to 14 years  88 

15 to 19 years  58 

 

In Danby there is currently one licensed 
afterschool program, one registered home care 
provider, and one licensed nursery and preschool 
that opened in 2014.  It is difficult to assess the 
need for child care facilities in Danby because of 
the high proportion of adults who commute to 
other communities to work.  For instance the 
2008-2012 American Community Survey 5-Year 
Estimates showed that for Danby residents the 
mean travel time to work was 25 minutes. It is 
expected that many parents choose to have their 
children  near  to  their  places  of  work  thus  
potentially  reducing  the  need  for  facilities  in  
Danby. Some undoubtedly use family members 
to provide child care.  Parents and/or child care 
providers in Danby should be asked to provide 
input on the need for additional child care 
facilities. 
 
Throughout the Rutland Region there are 85 
registered home care providers and 69 licensed 
child care centers, which include early childhood 
and school-age care programs. Rutland City 
accounts for nearly half of the capacity of the 
region’s providers, with 30 registered homes and 
27 licensed centers. To improve the quality of 
services Vermont has established the Step Ahead 
Recognition System (STARs) program to 
recognize regulated child care, preschool, and 
afterschool programs that take measures to 
exceed state standards in providing services to 
children and families. STARs ratings range from 
1 to 5 stars based upon their success in five areas 
of performance (e.g. staff qualifications). 
Approximately 72 child care providers in the 
region participate in STARs. Sixteen of those 
providers have achieved the highest rating of 5 
stars, and 18 have a rating of 4 stars.  
 
There are critical issues regarding child care that 
should be considered in Danby even with the 
small number of child care facilities in Town. 
Low income families have difficulty accessing 
child care and afterschool programs due to 
financial constraints, lack of transportation, and 
the demands placed on working parents. Middle 
income families also struggle to pay for child 
care. Statewide from 2003 to 2012 market rates for 
a preschool age child in a licensed child care 
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center increased $140 per week to $200 (43.9% 
increase) and rates for a preschool age child in 
registered home care increased from $106.25 to 
$150 per year (41.2% increase) (2012 Vermont 
Child Care Market Rate Survey). Another 
deficiency is specialized child care services for 
infants as well as children with special needs. 
Lastly child care providers struggle financially 
due to insufficient state and federal funding and 
workers are paid relatively low wages.  

  
 

Flood Resilience 
 
Introduction 
Flood events are Vermont’s most frequent and 
costly type of natural disaster. There are two 
types of flooding that impact communities in 
Vermont: inundation and flash flooding. 
Inundation is when water rises onto low lying 
land. Flash flooding is a sudden, violent flood 
which often entails fluvial erosion (stream bank 
erosion). According to the Vermont Division of 
Emergency Management and Homeland Security 
the state incurred costs of more than $850 million 
from Tropical Storm Irene.  Since the late 20th 
century, Vermont has experienced more 
frequent and severe flooding and will likely 
continue to in the future due to climate 
change.  
 

Mapping Flood Hazard Areas 
Maps are an essential aid to meet the new state 
requirement of identifying flood hazard and 
fluvial erosion areas and designating areas to be 
protected. Because the methods of mapping 
inundation and fluvial erosion corridors differ 
significantly, river corridor maps are a critical 
addition to existing flood hazard maps.  
 
The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
was created by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to address inundation 
hazards. Flood insurance rates are based on 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) or Digital 
Flood insurance Rate Maps (DFIRMs) which 
delineate areas of the floodplain likely to be 
inundated during a flood. These are identified as 

a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) or with a 
1% annual chance of flooding. Town 
participation in NFIP is voluntary. In Vermont 
two thirds of flood damages occur outside of 
federally mapped flood areas. 
 

History of Flooding  
A number of significant flooding events have 
occurred in Danby in the last two decades alone, 
as indicated in the flood table below: 
 
The worst recurring flooding problems tend to 
cover the roads and disrupt traffic flow, but to 
the actual damage to the roads, culverts etc. is 
typically minimal.  Frequent problem areas 
where damage to roads actually occurs 
include: 
 

 Brook Rd— runs in a tight valley along the 
Mill Brook, crossing at several points and 
making several sharp turns 

 Easy Street 

 Danby Mountain Road 

 Little Village Road 

 Green Hill Road 

 Colvin Hill Road 

 Kelly Hill Road 

 Lilly Hill Road 
 

Mill Brook during Tropical Storm Irene (moments 
before the Mill Brook House was washed away) 
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RECENT FLOODING AND FLUVIAL 
EROSION HISTORY 

 
Vermont’s River Corridor and Floodplain 
Management Program, developed by the 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources (ANR), 
delineates areas subject to fluvial erosion. River 
corridor maps are designed with the recognition 
that rivers are not static. A certain amount of 
erosion is natural when Danby floods because of 
the town’s steep terrain and frequent storms. 
Developments in the river corridor and stream 
channel engineering over time have increased 
channel instability. While these management 
practices may create the illusion of stability these 
engineered channels when tested by a high flow 
cannot be maintained. Special mapping and 
geomorphic assessments can identify fluvial 
erosion hazard areas along rivers.  

 

Three rivers in Danby have undergone Phase 1 
Stream Geomorphic Assessment (SGA); Baker  

Brook, Mill Brook, and Flower Brook in 2005 
and Phase 2 SGAs have been done for Flower  

 

Brook and a section of the Otter Creek and 
Baker Brook in 2009; in some cases River 
Corridor Management Plans have been 
developed but no river corridor protection 
plan has been adopted.    

 
These studies and plans are vital in 
determining river and stream alterations 
which affect water flows and could potentially 
lead to future flood damage.  The SGAs and 
River Corridor Plans suggest potential 
remediation actions that can be taken to 
reduce the risk of future flood damage 
including planting stream buffers, stabilizing 
stream banks, removing berms, removing 
structures and restoring incision areas.  
 
Mapped River Corridors/Fluvial Erosion Hazard 
(FEH) Areas of Danby are available from the VT 
Agency of Natural Resources and should be 
referenced in this Town Plan. 
  

Date  Event  Location  Total Costs 
 

 
August 2011 

Tropical Storm Irene 
flooding; FEMA Declared 

Disaster 

Town‐wide: Parker Road, Lilly 
Hill Road, Green Hill Road, 
Short Cut before Lily Hill 
Road, Danby‐Pawlet Road, 
Jim Town Road, Scottsville 

Road, Danby Mountain Road, 
Keeler Road, Main Street, 
Brook Road, Bromley Road 

$197,775 in FEMA Public 
Assistance Funds. 
Mobile home and house 
destroyed; town‐wide 
road, bridge and culvert 
damage 

 
December 2000 

Flooding; FEMA Declared 
Disaster 

Town‐wide $116,235

 
January 1996 

Flooding; FEMA Declared 
Disaster 

Town‐wide $62,429 

April 1‐2, 1998  Flash flooding from spring 
flooding 

County‐wide $10,000 

 
March 29‐30, 

1998 
 

 
Flash flooding from dramatic 
snowmelt and rapid rises on 

rivers 

County‐wide 
 
$20,000 

January 8‐9, 1998 
 

Flash flooding; rainfall 
amounts of 3‐5 inches 

County‐wide
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Danby also is in the process of conducting a 
town-wide culvert inventory to survey and 
report on the condition of all 500 culverts in 
town. The inventory is expected to be 
completed in 2014. 
 

Flood Hazard Area Regulations 
The Town of Danby adopted Flood Hazard 
Area Regulations on June 5, 2008 which 
restrict development within Zones designated 
as “A” on Flood Maps.  Furthermore, Danby 
has participated in River/Stream Corridor 
planning which identifies recommendations 
from the Stream Geomorphic Assessment 
(SGA) for Flower Brook and Baker 
Brook/Upper Otter Creek to reduce the risk of 
fluvial erosion and flood damage.  
 
Danby has participated in the NFIP since 1980 
and its current effective map date is August 28, 
2008. As of September of 2014 the Town has one 
flood insurance policy in the SFHA and 2 
additional policies in town through the NFIP. In 
total these policies cover $384,400 in value. Flood 
insurance is available for any structure in town 
regardless of previous losses or location. The cost 
of flood insurance premiums rises in areas 
identified at a high-risk level. Flood insurance is 
not required where property (but not a structure) 
is in a flood hazard area.  The town has 17 
structures in its Special Flood Hazard Area. 
Danby officials will continue to ensure it is in 
compliance with NFIP requirements as 
appropriate. 
 
The regulations ameliorate flooding and fluvial 
erosion by avoiding new development, filling,  
and/or removal of wetlands in the River 
Corridor or Special Flood Hazard Area.  The 
current flood hazard regulations, since they do 
not include river corridor protection, do not 
qualify the Town for favorable (17.5%) state 
reimbursement rates after disasters as established 
in the Emergency Relief and Assistance Fund 
(ERAF) rules.  
 
E-911 mapping from July of 2013 indicates that 17 
structures in Danby are within the SFHA (1% 

annual chance of flooding) as identified on the 
Rutland County DFIRM dated 2008.  
 

Local Hazard Mitigation Plan and 
Local Emergency Operations Plan 

The Danby Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 
(LHMP) was adopted in November 2012 as an 
Annex to the Rutland Region All-Hazards 
Mitigation Plan. Danby’s Local Emergency 
Operations Plan (LEOP) was adopted in June of 
2014 and is reviewed annually. The LEOP 
encourages flood preparedness and identifies a 
process for response planning. 
 

Lands that Minimize Flooding 
River corridor assessments aid communities in 
making knowledgeable and strategic decisions 
about how to best protect, manage, and restore 
watershed resources. Riparian buffers reduce 
flood hazards and stabilize stream banks, 
attenuate floods, provide aquatic and terrestrial 
habitat and wildlife corridors, filter runoff, 
absorb nutrients, and shade streams to keep them 
cool. Wetlands also prevent flood damage and 
are a vital component for maintaining the 
ecological integrity of land and water.   In 
addition upland forests also moderate flood 
impacts and attenuate flood impacts. Steep slopes 
on the other hand can be a detriment during 
flooding by amplifying water volume and 
velocity in rivers and streams.   
 
Because impervious surfaces prevent the 
infiltration of water into the soil these man-made 
surfaces exacerbate flooding by increasing the 
amount and velocity of stormwater runoff, 
particularly in areas where these surfaces are 
prevalent.  
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Introduction 

The Danby Town Plan is a guide for future growth within the town and provides for the development 
of land, public services and facilities commensurate with that growth. It defines a long-term vision and 
a means for achieving that vision.  It is designed to serve as a primary reference when making 
community decisions and to provide guidance to local officials when setting public policy. The plan 
provides historical data and background information, describes Danby’s current conditions, character 
and challenges and includes town goals, principles and tasks. The terms “goal”, “principle” and “task”, 
for use in this plan, are defined as follows: 
 

Goals: 
 
 Expresses the long-range community vision relative to one or more area of the plan. 
 This is a statement of achievement to which the town aspires. 
 
Principles: 
  
 Expresses the town’s intent or position with regard to specific issues or topics. 
 In certain settings, such as Select Board meetings or Act 250 proceedings, Principles should 

serve as the basis for determining conformance with the Town Plan. 
 While other sections of the plan, in particular the narrative sections and goal statements, 

provide useful context, it is the Principles that serve as the final statement regarding the 
town’s position. 
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Tasks: 
 
 Describes a specific action to be taken to support one or more Principles and achieve long-

term goals. 
 
 
Once the Town Plan is approved, implementation activities will be guided by the following: 
 
 The town recognizes and appreciates the difficulties and challenges involved in balancing 

the rights of all individuals within a community. 
 At the same time, the town continues to place a high value on property rights and intends to 

protect those rights. 
 The Select Board / Planning Commission endorse land use changes that, in their judgment, 

is in alignment with the Town Plan. 
 
 

 
Statement of Future Goals: 
 

 Foster a vibrant, prosperous, and socially inclusive community. 

 Promote the health, safety and general welfare and education of residents. 

 Protect and maintain Danby’s natural resources and scenic vistas. 

 Protect and conserve the value of property. 

 Encourage practical locations for residences, including affordable housing. 

 Keep a low level of tax burden on property owners by encouraging minimal 
town government. 
 

 Promote continuation of agriculture as an important part of the town’s 
economic base. 
 

 Encourage suitable commercial and industrial enterprises that align with land 
use designations, to provide opportunities for gainful employment of the 
residents and to add to the tax base. 
 

 
 
 
 



         DANBY TOWN PLAN 2015 

63 
 

 

Top priorities for 2015 and 2016 include the following tasks: 
 

Implementation: 
 

o Appoint an individual (Implementation Lead) who will facilitate implementation activities as 
described below; this should be filled by a member of the Planning Commission. 

o Establish subcommittees to oversee implementation. 
o Assign each Select Board Member and/or other elected town government officials to one of the 

subcommittees. 
o Put in place an ongoing management process for implementing the plan. 
o Establish community communication options to include newsletters, website and bulletin boards. 
o Work to identify volunteers to implement major portions of the plan, to ensure community 

involvement and lower implementation costs. 
o To facilitate ongoing updates to implementation activities, ensure tasks are updated annually. 

 
Community: 
 

o Establish a focus group that interviews young adults and determines initiatives that make 
changes which could encourage them to stay in Danby. 

o Work with local private/government organizations to bring citizens together for events, common 
causes and activities that help those in need. 

 
Economic Development: 
 

o Study the feasibility of establishing a site that is appropriate for development of a light industry 
industrial park, incubator park, or business park along Route 7 corridor. 

o Work with the Select Board to adopt a capital budget (for facilities and economic development). 
 
Natural Resources: 
 

o Develop an education program for citizens to better utilize existing state regulations and ways to 
protect Danby’s natural resources. 

o Explore establishing a Conservation Commission to enhance natural resource protection. 
 
 
Land Use: 
 

o Establish a process that promotes active and productive communication between businesses and 
neighboring property owners to reconcile land use issues and concerns. 

o Update the application and obtain a renewal of the VT Village designation. 
 
Energy: 
 

o Make educational materials available for homeowners, builders, and businesses concerning clean 
energy and efficient technologies, including information from Efficiency VT, the PACE program. 
and Vermont Energy Star Homes programs. 

o Study the hydropower potential of Danby's waterways. 
o Complete an energy audit of town buildings. 
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Facilities: 
 

o Study ability to share costs of transfer station, road maintenance and other services with 
neighboring towns. 

o Identify new site for municipal garage and support town office enhancements / renovations 
Study. 

o Implement methods to improve the efficiency of town operations. 
 
Transportation: 
 

o Explore traffic calming and truck restriction measures throughout the town. 
 
Hazard Mitigation/Flood Resilience: 
 

o Review the recently approved Hazard Mitigation Plan, ensure an implementation and 
management process have been established. 

 
 

 
Vision, Goals, Principals and Tasks 

 
Vision Statement:  The plan is designed to serve as a primary reference when making community 
decisions, and to provide guidance to local officials when setting public policy.  Each section of the 
plan has principles for the town to follow in order to reach stated goals.  Mechanisms must be 
established to make sure the plan remains current and relevant 

 
Goals: 

 Actively ensure the implementation of the approved Town Plan. 
 

Principles: 
 Utilize resources and oversight to ensure successful implementation of the plan. 
 Establish community communication options. 
 Enlist local organizations / citizens to own portions of the plan for implementation. 
 The Principles in the plan guide prioritization of implementation – as implementation 

progresses, tasks can evolve – subject to approval of the Select Board and Planning 
Commission. 

 
Tasks for Implementation: 

Start  End  Principles  Tasks  Owner
1Q2015  1Q2015  Utilize resources and oversight to 

ensure successful implementation 
of the plan 

Appoint an individual (Implementation Lead) who will facilitate 
implementation activities as described below;  this should be filled 
by a member of the Planning Commission 

Se
le
ct
B
o
ar
d
 

1Q2015  1Q2015  Establish subcommittees to oversee implementation; the 
subcommittees are:  1.  Implementation; 2.  Community and 
Cultural, Historic, Scenic, Recreational Resources; 3.  Housing and 
Economic Development; 4. Natural Resources, Land Use, and 
Energy;  5.  Utilities, Facilities, Education, Transportation and Hazard 
Mitigation & Flood Resilience 
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Community 
 
Vision Statement:  Over the coming decades we anticipate Danby’s population growing in ways that 
preserve our compact village structure and the forested and agricultural character of the town as a 
whole, that allow Danby to be financially and logistically manageable, and that foster a vibrant, 
inclusive sense of community. 

 
Goals: 

 Danby’s citizens continue to have a deep sense of community and remain independent and 
self-reliant. 

 The town will be economically, environmentally and culturally diverse. 
 The town’s rate of growth will not exceed the community’s ability to afford, finance and 

construct needed educational facilities and other municipal facilities. 
 Elderly services will meet the needs of the town’s elderly population. 
 New opportunities for young adults will be created. 

 
Principles: 

 Support: 
o Encouraging young adults to make Danby their home. 

1Q2015  1Q2015  Assign each Select Board Member and/or other elected town 
government officials  to one of the subcommittees to act as an 
Executive Sponsor, providing stewardship, guidance and linkages to 
other town activities as well as being the 'voice' of the sub‐
committee during Select Board meetings, representing 
implementation progress and challenges 

1Q2015  2Q2015  Put in place an ongoing management process for implementing the 
plan, including: 

1Q2015  1Q2015  Name subcommittee Chairpersons and develop consistent operation 
guidelines for each subcommittee to ensure progress, issue 
resolution and status 

Im
p
le
m
en

ta
ti
o
n
 S
u
b
co
m
m
it
te
e 

Ongoing  Meet monthly, beginning in March 2015 with the Planning 
Commission to obtain ongoing guidance and direction during 
implementation 

Ongoing  Provide monthly written progress reports on Front Porch Forum and 
to the Planning Commission and Select Board, with at least a 
quarterly presentation at a Select Board meeting open to the public 

Ongoing  Develop ongoing process to prioritize and fund town plan 
implementation tasks 

Ongoing   Meet monthly to oversee implementation of subcommittee tasks 

Ongoing  Establish community 
communication options  

Establish community communication options to include newsletters, 
website and bulletin boards 

Ongoing  Enlist local organizations / citizens 
to own portions of the plan 

Work to identify volunteers to implement major portions of the 
plan, to ensure community involvement and lower implementation 
costs 

Ongoing  The Principles in the plan guide 
prioritization of implementation – 
as implementation progresses, 
tasks can evolve – subject to 
approval of the Select Board and 
Planning Commission 

To facilitate ongoing updates to the Town Plan, keep a log of 
recommended task changes to be approved and incorporated into 
the plan by the Planning Commission / Select Board on an annual 
basis. 
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o Nurture community-mindedness and social interaction among town residents by 
promoting opportunities for residents, particularly the young and elderly, to engage 
with community organizations, gather for recreation, education and other activities. 

o Childcare options. 
 
 

Cultural, Historic, Scenic and Recreation Resources 
 
Vision Statement:  It is vital, while planning for Danby’s future, to remember the historic, scenic, 
cultural and recreational resources that have long made this an interesting, exciting, and rewarding 
place to live. 

 
Goals: 

 Encourage a vibrant and healthy lifestyle among community residents. 
 Promote expansion of cultural opportunities. 
 Strengthen ties to non-profit / community groups in town to support their causes and 

further the goals of the Town Plan. 
 

Principles: 
 Foster programs that preserve and enhance scenic, historic and recreational resources. 
 Encourage and promote efforts to enhance the appearance of historic structures and districts. 
 Promote outdoor activities including hunting, fishing, trapping, swimming, biking and 

hiking as well as entertainment, special events, and seasonal activities to benefit area 
residents and attract tourists. 

 Develop long-range plans for recreation in cooperation with other towns and the region. 
 
Tasks for Community and Cultural, Historic, Scenic & Recreational 
Resources: 

Area  Start  End  Principles Tasks  Owner

C
o
m
m
u
n
it
y 

   Support: 

C
o
m
m
u
n
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y 
an
d
 C
u
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u
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l, 
H
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 S
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2015  2016  Encouraging young adults to make 
Danby their home 

Establish a focus group that interviews young adults and 
determines initiatives that make changes which could encourage 
them to stay in Danby; implement recommendations 

2015 
  
  

Ongoing 
  
  

Nurture community‐mindedness 
and social interaction among 
town residents by promoting 
opportunities for residents, 
particularly the young and elderly, 
to engage with community 
organizations, gather for 
recreation, education and other 
activities 

Initiate a community beautification initiative that brings residents 
together to landscape, paint and clean up litter on public lands and 
on private property 

Work with local private/government organizations to bring citizens 
together for events, common causes, and activities that help those 
in need 

Improvements to coverage and type of street lighting used 
throughout the Village 

2015  2018  Work with local organizations to bring citizens together for events 
and common causes 

2016  2017  Childcare options  Work with Rutland County Child Care Services to identify steps that 
can be taken to meet child care needs of Danby; Implement 
recommendations 

H
is
to
ri
c,
 

Sc
en
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 a
n
d
 

R
e
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e
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n
 

2015  2018  Foster programs that preserve and 
enhance scenic, historic and 
recreational resources 

Work with local organizations, facilities, and businesses, to 
encourage activities and events that address this principle, for 
example, developing illustrated guide of village architecture and a 
system of markers for structures and identify and inventory 
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Housing 
 
Vision Statement:  Affordable, energy-efficient housing for the residents of Danby must also take into 
account the needs of renters and homeowners alike, of the retired and elderly, as well as families just 
starting out. The Town Plan must support effective cooperation between residents, developers, 
builders, and regulatory agencies as they attempt to meet these needs. 

 
Goals: 

 Maintain a diverse mix of housing options for the spectrum of household incomes. 
 Households with individuals with special housing needs, including the elderly, those with 

physical or mental disabilities, single parent households, as well as low and moderate-
income households are able to attain suitable and affordable housing. 

 Maintain and promote the historic character and development pattern of housing in Danby. 
 Property taxes should be affordable. 
 Residential development will have limited impact on municipal services costs and the rural, 

agricultural, and historic character of the town. 
 

Principles: 
 Increase availability of housing that is affordable to rent, own, and operate for all citizens but 

with special focus on Danby’s young adults. 
 Encourage accessory apartments and other living arrangements for the elderly and those 

with special needs. 
 
 

 
 

significant public scenic resources 

Work with the S.L. Griffith Library Trustees to explore 
opportunities for expanded involvement of the library with the 
community.   

2016  2017  Encourage and promote efforts to 
enhance the appearance of historic 
structures and districts 

Establish a focus group that defines programs to accomplish this 
principle; Use village designation to support rehabilitation of the 
village's architectural gems;  Provide information and technical 
assistance regarding how to maintain and renovate historic 
structures in keeping with their history; Seek an Urban Forestry 
grant to develop a street tree plan in concert with sidewalk 
improvements; Create access to Mill Brook in the form of 
overlooks or public access areas 

2016  2016  Promote outdoor activities including 
hunting, fishing, trapping, 
swimming, biking and hiking as well 
as entertainment, special events, 
and seasonal activities to benefit 
area residents and attract tourists 

Work with surrounding towns to identify joint opportunities to 
promote recreation activities, for example, exploring strengthening 
links to public trail networks which serve not only residents, but 
also attract visitors to Danby as a destination 

2016  2017  Develop long‐range plans for 
recreation in cooperation with other 
towns and the region 
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Economic Development 
 
Vision Statement:  To have a healthy economy driven by local entrepreneurs, community services, 
tourism, natural resources and agriculture. 

 
Goals: 

 Ensure fiscal balance with reasonable maintenance and development of town facilities, 
utilities and services that supports economic growth. 

 Encourage the growth of agriculture and small and medium sized enterprises, including 
home occupations, local artisans, craftspeople, and seasonal businesses. 

 Promote Danby through various forms of communication, including signage and website 
development. 

 Local government and local business will work together closely, effectively and efficiently. 
 

Principles: 
 Economic development should be encouraged to provide maximum economic benefit with 

minimum negative environmental impact. 
 Diversification of economic base is a primary focus and implementation tasks should focus 

on the following opportunities: 
o Growth of agriculture and forestry. 
o Small and medium sized enterprises such as home occupations, dining, crafts, and 

seasonal business. 
o Revitalization of the Mt. Tabor / Danby retail corridor along Route 7. 
o Adopt a capital improvements budget that promotes economic development. 
o Promoting internet high-speed cable and fiber optics accessibility, providing 

necessary services for all citizens, including work at home professionals. 
o Improved signage and website development. 

 Ensure the timing and rate of economic growth / new housing construction does not exceed 
Danby’s ability to provide adequate public facilities, services and roads. 

 
Tasks for Housing and Economic Development: 
 
Area  Start  End  Principles  Tasks  Owner

H
o
u
si
n
g 

2015  2016  Increase availability of housing that is 
affordable to rent, own, and operate for 
all citizens but with special focus on 
Danby’s young adults 

Identify potential sites that fulfill these principles and 
publicize availability;  Perform a feasibility study for housing 
that  helps identify development and public / private 
investment options 

H
o
u
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n
g 
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d
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Encourage accessory apartments, multi‐
family housing, and other living 
arrangements for the elderly and those 
with special needs 

Ec
o
n
o
m
ic
 D
ev
el
o
p
m
en

t  In 
Place 

In Place  Economic development should be 
encouraged to provide maximum 
economic benefit with minimum negative 
environmental impact 

Leverage Act 250 process to mitigate potential impacts to 
the environment 

2015  2016  Diversification of economic base is a 
primary focus and implementation tasks 
should focus on the following 
opportunities: 

Work with the Implementation SubCommittee and Select 
Board to identify priority  opportunities to be pursued over 
the upcoming 5 year period;  Tasks include: 

2015  2018  Growth of agriculture and forestry  Assess the needs of expanding existing agriculture and light 
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Natural Resources 
 
Vision Statement:  It is vital, while planning for Danby’s future, to remember natural resources that 
have long made this an interesting, exciting, and rewarding place to live. Our prosperity is inseparable 
from the health and beauty of our natural environment. 

 
Goals: 

 Conserve and protect natural resources and wildlife assets. 
 Danby town officials and residents will benefit from education programs that increase 

awareness of the value of natural resources while increasing knowledge of existing state 
regulations. 

 Land use activities shall not unduly impact Danby’s natural resources. 
 Maintain the natural state of high-elevation areas. 
 Improve surface water quality to protect aquatic habitats and recreational resources. 
 Maintain the excellent quality of groundwater resources. 
 Protect wetlands. 

industry businesses 

2015  2018  Small and medium sized enterprises 
such as home occupations, dining, 
crafts, and seasonal business 

Explore options to recruit businesses to occupy unused 
space to ensure maximum usage of the building stock 

Encourage Village District businesses to take full advantage 
of  tax benefits from the Agency of Commerce and 
Community Development 

Create an event or events that happen 1 to 2 times per year 
and collaborate with businesses, tourism, and 
transportation support and community participation 

Also explore attracting technology, healthcare, and organic 
farming companies 

2015  2018  Revitalization of the Mt. Tabor / Danby 
retail corridor along Route 7   

Work to revitalize the retail corridor along Route 7 

Study the feasibility of establishing a site that is appropriate 
for development of a light industry industrial park, 
incubator park, or business park along Route 7 corridor 

Improve and enhance the connection between the Village 
and Route 7 

Consider using real estate tax abatement, tax stabilization 
or other local property tax relief mechanisms to encourage 
development 

2015  2018  Adopt a capital improvements budget 
that promotes economic development 

Work with the Select Board to adopt a capital budget for 
facilities and economic development 

2016  2018  Promoting internet high‐speed cable 
and fiber optics accessibility, providing 
necessary services for all citizens, 
including work at home professionals 

Promote work at home opportunities in the town 

2016  2018  Improved signage and website 
development 

Team with the Vermont Department of Tourism to create 
awareness of what Danby has to offer 

Develop a town website and improve ways of attracting 
people to visit the town 

2016  2017  Ensure the timing and rate of economic 
growth / new housing construction does 
not exceed Danby’s ability to provide 
adequate public facilities, services and 
roads 

Develop growth plan and guidelines for new construction 
that coordinate with Danby's public facility capital 
improvement plans 
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 Further sustainable agriculture and forestry uses and practices in the community. 
 Balance continuation of natural landscapes with mineral extraction. 

 
Principles: 

 Increase awareness of, and use existing state regulations to protect natural resources. 
 Encourage proper installation and maintenance of on-site sewage disposal systems. 
 Construction should be discouraged where slopes exceed 15 percent and in areas susceptible 

to inundation and erosion. 
 Keep the rugged/poorly accessible mountain and forest areas free from development. 
 Continue to support the road crew in employing gravel road maintenance. 
 Techniques that prevent soil erosion, road surface deterioration, and storm water runoff. 
 Current and future mineral extraction should be done in such a manner so as to limit 

negative impacts. 
 Withdrawal or contamination which affects the quality or quantity of surface water should 

be discouraged. 
 Significant wetlands should be protected from development by encouraging the 

maintenance of an undisturbed buffer strip of natural vegetation at least 50 feet in width 
around the edge and by preventing runoff and direct discharge into wetlands. 

 Give due consideration to the effects of interruptions to the natural flow of water. 
 Encourage pollution abatement in the town’s rivers, streams, and ponds. 
 Vegetated buffer strips should be encouraged in shore land and riverside areas surrounding 

streams and ponds. 
 Logging and agriculture activities that are potential sources of pollution should follow best 

management practices. 
 Encourage development which will minimize run-off in vulnerable areas. 
 Land use activities should prevent loss of groundwater quality and quantity. 
 Upland watersheds should be maintained for forest and recreation use to ensure high 

quality of streams and tributaries. 
 Protect areas with rare, threatened, and endangered species. 

 
 
Tasks for Natural Resources: 
 
Start  End  Principles  Tasks Owner
2015  2016  Increase awareness of, and use existing 

state regulations to protect natural 
resources 

Develop an education program for citizens to better understand 
existing state regulations and ways to protect Danby’s natural 
resources, for example, proper installation and maintenance of on‐
site sewage disposal system and run off prevention 
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2015  2016  Encourage proper installation and 
maintenance of on‐site sewage disposal 
systems 

2015  2016  Construction should be discouraged where 
slopes exceed 15 percent and in areas 
susceptible to inundation and erosion 

Encourage land owners who want to work with conservation 
organizations to conserve open land 

2016  2018  Keep the rugged/poorly accessible 
mountain and forest areas free from 
development 

2015  2016  Continue to support the road crew in 
employing gravel road maintenance 
techniques that prevent soil erosion, road 
surface deterioration, and storm water 

Consider adoption of an Erosion Control ordinance 
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Energy 
 
Vision Statement:  Careful planning will be necessary to meet the energy needs of Danby’s residents 
and businesses at a time of rapid technological, environmental, and economic change. This will 
require both a spirit of innovation and close coordination with regional and statewide agencies. 

 
Goals: 

 Commit to efficient use of energy sources and conservation to achieve a more economical 
community-wide energy profile. 

 Support citizens generating energy locally from renewable sources for electricity, heating 
and/or transportation needs. 

 Promote energy-efficiency and conservation in the design, construction and maintenance of 
all municipal, residential, commercial and industrial buildings. 

Principles: 
 Establish a strong and visible commitment to efficiency and increased use of renewable fuels 

in line with land use in the Town Plan. 
 Work to create opportunities for walking, cycling, and other energy efficient, non-motorized 

alternatives. 

runoff 

2015  2016  Current and future mineral extraction 
should be done in such a manner so as to 
limit negative impacts 

Support efforts of Land Use sub‐committee to implement a process 
that promotes communication between businesses and neighboring 
property owners to reconcile land use issues 

2016  2018  Withdrawal or contamination which affects 
the quality or quantity of surface water 
should be discouraged 

Review Otter Creek and Poultney Mettowee Watershed Plans for 
programs and tools relevant to meeting this principle and develop 
an action list for next steps 

2016  2018  Significant wetlands should be protected 
from development by encouraging the 
maintenance of an undisturbed buffer strip 
of natural vegetation at least 50 feet in 
width around the edge and by preventing 
runoff and direct discharge into wetlands 

2016  2018  Give due consideration to the effects of 
interruptions to the natural flow of water 

2016  2018  Encourage pollution abatement in the 
town’s rivers, streams, and ponds 

2016  2018  Vegetated buffer strips should be 
encouraged in shore land and riverside 
areas surrounding streams and ponds 

Review model Riparian Buffer Regulation and consider 
recommending adoption by the Select Board 

2016  2018  Logging and agriculture activities that are 
potential sources of pollution should follow best 
management practices  

Encourage alternative agricultural uses, use of locally produced products, 
and involvement in the Rutland Area Food and Farm Link 

2016  2018  Encourage development which will minimize run‐
off in vulnerable areas 

Make information available to developers detailing efficient design options

2016  2018  Land use activities should prevent loss of 
groundwater quality and quantity 

Identify and map areas of potential water quality concern and investigate 
options to maintain water quality in those areas 

2016  2018  Upland watersheds should be maintained for 
forest and recreation use to ensure high quality 
of streams and tributaries 

Work with adjacent towns, local not for profit groups, and state agencies to 
develop biking and hiking trails that promote access to natural resource 
areas 

2017  2018  Protect areas with rare, threatened, and 
endangered species 

Assist the State in keeping an updated inventory of rare, threatened, and 
endangered species in the community;  Leverage state programs to minimize 
introduction of invasive species 
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 Utility and commercial scale infrastructure, including electric and gas transmission as well 
as renewables, shall be located only in the commercial/industrial area as noted on the land 
use map – no other zones are permissible. 

 Promote the use in municipal buildings of energy-efficient materials and appliances as well 
as outdoor lighting cutoff fixtures. 

 Supports efforts of residents to partner in the installation of micro-grid and residential-scale 
distributed energy systems. 

 Support the broader use of residential-scale solar power for local electricity generation, 
provided aesthetic impacts are minimized. 

 All planning for electric transmission lines should be strongly weighed in favor of 
underground placement to prevent outages and preserve scenic landscape. 

 
Land Use 
 
Vision Statement:  Natural growth and historic economic patterns have determined Danby’s land use 
settlement. Danby is anchored by a village area that includes most of the high-density residential and 
commercial development within the town. Danby’s forestry, agriculture and mineral extraction 
industries continue to contribute significantly to the statewide economy. 

 
Goals 

 Land development will be managed in a manner that takes into account the important 
cultural and natural resources of our community. 

 A reasonable balance between land use limitations and the rights of individual land owners 
will be maintained. 

 Maintain and enhance its historic village for residential and commercial activities. 
 Provide and maintain conditions promoting the health, safety and welfare of its residents. 
 Invite and encourage community participation in the planning process. 

Principles 
 Ensure development activities maintain historic development patterns and conform with the 

land use districts defined in the Town Plan consisting of Village and Light Commercial, 
Agriculture and Rural Residential, Industrial/Heavy Commercial, Highlands, Aquifer 
Protection and Special Flood Hazard districts. 

 Put in place a process that promotes active and productive communication between 
businesses and neighboring property owners to reconcile land use issues and concerns. 

 Maintain the Vermont Village Center Designation. 
 
Tasks for Land Use and Energy: 

Area  Start  End  Principles  Tasks Owner

La
n
d
 U
se
 

2015  2016 Ensure development activities 
maintain historic development 
patterns and conform with the land 
use districts defined in the Town Plan 
consisting of Village and Light 
Commercial, Agriculture and Rural 
Residential, Industrial / Heavy 
Commercial, Highlands, Aquifer 
Protection and Special Flood Hazard 
districts 

Work with the Implementation SubCommittee and Select Board to 
identify priority  opportunities to be pursued over the upcoming 5 
year period;  Tasks include:  Establishing a process that promotes 
active and productive communication between businesses and 
neighboring property owners to reconcile land use issues and 
concerns;  Updating the application and obtaining a renewal for the 
VT Village designation 
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Utilities, Facilities and Education 
 
Vision Statement:  Provide ways to make the most efficient use of Danby’s utilities and facilities for the 
benefit of our residents’ quality of life as well as ensure prudent stewardship; in addition, planning for 
the education of our children impacts every aspect of our social health and economic vitality. 

 
 

2015  2016 Establish ha process that promotes 
active and productive communication 
between business and neighboring 
property owners to reconcile land use 
issues and concerns  

2015  2016 Update the application and obtain a 
renewal of the VT village designation 

En
er
gy
 

2015  2016 Establish a strong and visible 
commitment to efficiency and 
increased use of renewable fuels in 
line with land use in the Town Plan 

Provide town gatherings to solicit, gather, and disseminate 
information 

Make educational materials available for homeowners, builders, 
businesses and nonprofits concerning clean energy and energy 
efficient technologies, including information from Efficiency VT, the 
PACe program and Vermont Energy Star Homes programs – include 
a list of energy specific agencies or organizations, and the services 
they offer 

Add energy resources and information to the town website 

Encourage and support energy cooperatives such as wood pellet 
production and cooperative/multi‐family wood burning furnaces 

Study the hydropower potential of Danby's waterways 

2015  2017 Work to create opportunities for 
walking, cycling, and other energy 
efficient, non‐motorized alternatives 

Develop a focus group to recommend options to support this 
principle 

2015  2017 Utility and commercial scale 
infrastructure, including electric and 
gas transmission as well as 
renewables, shall be located only in 
the commercial/industrial area as 
noted on the land use map – no other 
zones are permissible 

Support efforts of Land Use sub‐committee to implement a process 
that promotes communication between businesses and 
neighboring property owners to reconcile land use issues 

2015  2016 Promote the use in municipal 
buildings of energy‐efficient materials 
and appliances as well as outdoor 
lighting cutoff fixtures 

Complete an energy audit of town buildings 

2015  2016 Supports efforts of residents to 
partner in the installation of micro‐
grid and residential‐scale distributed 
energy systems 

Work more closely with state legislative representatives to learn of 
and encourage energy independence through state policy and 
funding 

2016  2018 Support the broader use of 
residential‐scale solar power for local 
electricity generation, provided 
aesthetic impacts are minimized 

Reduce reliance on current electrical grid supply by supporting use 
of renewable energy net metering and/or encouraging protecting 
the grid by including renewable feeds 

2016  2018 All planning for electric transmission 
lines should be strongly weighed in 
favor of underground placement to 
prevent outages and preserve scenic 
landscape 

Work with Green Mountain Power and Rutland Regional Planning 
commission to determine best next steps to support this principle 
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Goals: 
 Provide access to adequate public facilities and services to meet existing and future needs of 

the community. 
 Encourage a variety of community services, including education, senior citizen programs, 

telecommunication services and meeting facilities. 
 Encourage maximum flexibility for parents to have access to quality child care providers. 
 The town’s fire, police, and rescue services will continue to enjoy strong community support. 
 Storm water and water systems will be maintained to meet state standards. 
 Support efforts of School District to provide quality education to Danby’s students. 

 
Principles: 

 Explore ways to share costs of transfer station, road maintenance, and other town services 
with neighboring towns. 

 Find a new site for municipal garage/sand-salt sheds and support town office enhancements 
/renovations. 

 Investigate the need to establish a town administrator position that supports day-to-day 
duties for operating town government, ensuring funding for this does not increase taxes. 

 Reduce fire damage as much as possible by having an adequate year round water supply for 
fire suppression. 

 Continue to support fire, police, and emergency services in Danby. 
 Continue to support the Currier Memorial School in its endeavors to educate children in 

Danby. 
 Ensure that present and future residents maintain access to safe and cost-effective sources of 

drinking water. 
 Encourage the expansion of adult and senior activities and education in the community. 
 Encourage the expansion of health services available to Danby residents and visitors. 
 Encourage settlement patterns that reuse existing town infrastructure. 

 
 
Tasks for Utilities, Facilities and Education: 

Start  End  Principles  Tasks Owner
2015  2017  Implement capital budgeting and inspection 

program to address ongoing improvements 
for public facilities such as roads, town 
buildings, town vehicles, etc. and set forth a 
schedule for repair or replacement 

Develop five‐ and ten‐year plans for the routine maintenance and 
major renovation of all the town‐owned property / facilities, 
including roads, vehicles and buildings, including possible funding 
sources 

U
ti
lit
ie
s,
 F
ac
ili
ti
es
, E
d
u
ca
ti
o
n
, T
ra
n
sp
o
rt
at
io
n
 a
n
d
 

H
az
ar
d
 M

it
ig
at
io
n
 &
 F
lo
o
d
 R
es
ili
en

ce
 S
u
b
‐

C
o
m
m
it
te
e 

Inspect all town facilities and buildings periodically, ensuring that 
insurance and maintenance protects the town’s investments 

Develop Operations and Maintenance Manuals for town services 
that delineate roles, responsibilities, technical requirements, 
ensuring continuity when staffing changes occur 

2015  2017  Explore ways to share costs of transfer 
station, road maintenance, and other town 
services with neighboring towns 

Study ability to share costs of transfer station, road maintenance, 
and other town services with neighboring towns 

2015  2017  Find new site for municipal garage and 
support town office enhancements / 
renovations 

Identify new site for municipal garage and support town office 
enhancements / renovations 

2016  2016  Investigate the need to establish a town 
administrator position that supports day‐to‐
day duties for operating town government, 
ensuring funding for this does not increase 

Study and implement ways to improve the efficiency of town 
government operations 
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Transportation 
 
Vision Statement:  Provide transportation options that address the needs of our citizens. 

 
Goals: 

 Have a safe, integrated, economical and environmentally friendly transportation system to 
move people and freight within and through the region. 

 Reduce trucking traffic on local roads and maintain mobility along major routes. 
 Have infrastructure so that people can walk and ride bicycles safely along town roads. 

 
Principles: 

 Ensure that VTrans provides adequate funding and a satisfactory maintenance schedule for 
Danby’s bridges and highways. 

 Maintain roads according to a systematic annual review of their condition and levels of 
usage. 

 Identify road maintenance services to address areas in need of improvement. 
 Traffic on town roads should be kept low. 
 Work in cooperation with the state to improve roads to accommodate bicycle and pedestrian 

uses. 
 Continue to support public transportation options, including more access to frequent, low 

cost service including western corridor rail expansion and bus stop shelters to protect 
passengers from the elements. 

 
Hazard Mitigation & Flood Resilience 
 
Vision Statement:  Protect the citizens, property and economy, and the quality of the Town’s natural 
resources by using sound planning practices to address hazardous events and flood risks. 

taxes 

2016  2017  Reduce fire damage as much as possible by 
having an adequate year round water 
supply for fire suppression  

Provide more sites for dry fire hydrants, for example encouraging 
homeowners to install dry hydrants when constructing or repairing 
ponds 

2017  2018  Continue to support fire, police, and 
emergency services in Danby 

Enhance services, equipment and training for fire and police 
protection 

2017  2018  Continue to support the Currier Memorial 
School in its endeavors to educate children 
in Danby 

Conduct a focus group to determine best next steps for these 
principles 

Ensure that present and future residents 
maintain access to safe and cost‐effective 
sources of drinking water 

Encourage the expansion of adult and 
senior activities and education in the 
community 

Encourage the expansion of health services 
available to Danby residents and visitors 

2016  2017  Encourage settlement patterns that reuse 
existing town infrastructure 

Support efforts by the Economic Development Sub‐Committee to 
develop a growth plan and guidelines for new construction 
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Goals: 
 Ensure the Town is able to recover from hazardous events, including flooding, quickly and 

in a manner that improves resilience. 
 Encourage development that does not worsen flooding. 

 
Principles: 

 Ensure Danby’s Hazard Mitigation Plan is successfully implemented. 
 Reduce impervious surfaces near waterways. 
 Study river corridors, setbacks and buffers. 
 Avoid development in flood plain designated areas. 
 Enhance flood hazard regulations to protect water assets, critical infrastructure, historic 

structures, and municipal investments. 
 

Tasks for Transportation and Hazard Mitigation & Flood Resiliency: 
 

  

Area  Start  End  Principles  Tasks Owner
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2015  2017 Ensure that VTrans provides adequate 
funding and a satisfactory maintenance 
schedule for Danby’s bridges and 
highways 

Work with neighboring towns, the Rutland Regional Planning 
Commission, the Rutland Region Transportation Council and the State 
of Vermont on a full range of transportation infrastructure topics to 
ensure that transportation policies and road condition and 
maintenance requirements of Danby’s transportation infrastructure 
are understood and being addressed 
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2015  2017 Maintain roads according to a 
systematic annual review of their 
condition and levels of usage 

Ensure the road supervisor continues to maintain a road surface 
improvement schedule 

2015  2017  Adopt a policy that would set a standard for acceptance of new roads 
into the town highway system 

2015  2017 Identify road maintenance services to 
address areas in need of improvement 

Continue to gauge residents’ satisfaction of summer and winter road 
maintenance 

2015  2017 Traffic on town roads should be kept 
low 

Explore traffic calming and truck restriction measures throughout the 
town 

2016  2018 Work in cooperation with the state to 
improve roads to accommodate bicycle 
and pedestrian uses 

Consider the provision of wider and more accessible shoulders 
sufficient for safe bicycle or pedestrian traffic in the Village 

2017  2018 Continue to support public 
transportation options, including more 
access to frequent, low cost service 
including western corridor rail 
expansion and bus stop shelters to 
protect passengers from the elements 

Explore methods of expressing support for train and air service in 
Rutland to expand options for residents to travel out of state 
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2015  2018 Ensure Danby’s Hazardous Mitigation 
Plan is successfully implemented 

Review the recently approved Hazardous Mitigation Plan, ensure an 
implementation and management process has been established, and 
ensure this sub‐committee participates in this process 

2015  2017 Reduce impervious surfaces near 
waterways 

Support Natural Resources Sub‐Committees efforts that implement 
these principles; Form a focus group to determine if additional 
recommendations should be considered. 2016  2018 Study river corridors, setbacks and 

buffers 

2016  2018 Avoid development in flood plain 
designated areas 

2016  2018 Enhance flood hazard regulations to 
protect water assets 
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Appendix 1   
 
Town of Danby 2014 Survey Results: 
 
(All numbers in this appendix refer to total number 
of respondents who answered the question in that 
particular way.  “No Opinion” was an option that 
had to be selected, it was not a default for not 
answering.  There was a total of 112 responses, 96 
completed online, and 16 hand written.) 
 
Which of the following best describes your current 
occupation? 
 
18: Retired 
9:  Management;  Business  and  Financial  Operations; 
Education, Training, and Library. 
8:  Healthcare  Practitioners  and  Technical;  Sales  and 
Related; Construction and Extraction. 
6:  Community  and  Social  Service;  Office  and 
Administrative Support; Farming, Fishing, and Forestry. 
5:  Architecture  and  Engineering;  Arts,  Design, 
Entertainment,  Sports,  and Media;  Personal  Care  and 
Service. 
4: Installation, Maintenance, and Repair. 
3: Legal. 
2: Production; Spouse and Parent. 
1:  Computer  and Mathematical;  Food  Preparation  and 
Serving Related. 
0: Life, Physical, and Social Sciences; Protective Services; 
and Transpiration and Materials Moving. 
 
How long have you lived in Danby? 
 
1 ‐ 5 years: 11  
6 ‐ 10 Years: 22  
11 ‐ 15 years: 16  
16 ‐ 20 years: 12  
21 ‐ 30 years: 10  
30+ years: 28 
 
As a place to live, Danby is:  
21: Great 
59:  Good 
24: Fair 
3: Poor 
5: No Opinion 
 
 

What is your Satisfaction with the Current Level of 
Municipal Services? 
 
9: Great 
49:  Good 
38: Fair 
11: Poor 
5: No Opinion 
 
Do you feel Danby has adequate facilities for 
recreation? 
46: Yes  
51: No 
 
Note: there was a focus on creating open, safe, 
interesting places for children and adults alike to 
use.  Parks, picnic benches, playgrounds, and 
walking paths were all suggested.  The general 
attitude expressed in survey comments was a focus 
on creating or re-creating, a sense of town unity and 
price, and making children happier to stay in town. 
 
Note:  many of those who said there were adequate 
facilities also self-identified as childless retirees, and 
said that there was no reason to spend money when 
people can just go for a walk. 
 
Using a scale of 1-3, with 1 being the most preferred 
and 3 the least preferred, what kinds of 
development would you like to see in Danby? 
 
Development Preferences  1 2 3

Agriculture 66 24 13

Restaurants 65 28 15

Small Crafts, Artisans 64 32 9

Home Based Businesses 52 34 16

Professional Services 50 35 17

Tourist, recreation, attractions  46 34 23

Light Industry 38 36 28

Compact, Pedestrian growth  37 30 30

Senior Citizens Facilities 32 58 16

Educational institutions 32 39 27

Health care facilities 29 46 25

Housing 28 31 38

Vacation Homes 25 41 36

Energy Generation Facilities  24 30 43

Hotel 16 26 58

Motel 10 28 63

Heavy Industry 7 17 70

Auto‐Centric Sprawl 7 12 73
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Do you rent or own the place where you live? 
2: Rent 
111: Own 
 
Do you think Danby should have Zoning? 
53: Yes 
41: No 
18: No Opinion 
 
Note: Every single write-in was against zoning, and 
it’s where 1/4th of the votes against zoning came 
from. 
 
Should Special Restrictions or Conditions be placed 
on any of the following? 
*Ø – Individuals who responded that they did not 
care if restrictions were placed or not. 
Restrictions on …  Yes  No Ø

Electric Generation Facilities  78  23 9

Gas Stations  74  29 5

Telecom  73  28 10

Gravel Pits  73  27 10

Mobile Homes  73  24 12

Quarries  72  24 12

Farming  28  67 13

Playgrounds  21  71 13

 
Note: While many respondents favored restriction, 
there was less support for an outright moratorium.   
 
Are there areas of Danby that should be protected 
from development? 
 
19: Downtown/Historical areas 
18: Wetlands, waterways, and wildlife areas 
16: Mountain areas and Ridgelines 
10: Farming and Forestry areas 
10: Open and scenic areas 
6: All of it 
3: None of it 
 
What is your opinion of large scale wind or solar 
projects in Danby? 
 
51: Good 
14: Bad 
22: Solar only 
1: wind only  
14: No opinion 
 
Note: While open to the idea of alternative energy, 
there are concerns about how much of an impact it 

will have, especially on ridgelines.  Many 
respondents specified they would like the facilities 
to be placed in unused, out of the way, and/or 
inconspicuous locations. 
 
Note: Many of the responses expressed concern 
about exactly how big ‘large scale’ is.  Many people 
actively distrusted wind energy. 
 
How do you feel agricultural and undeveloped and 
could be protected?  Please rank on a scale of 1-3; 
with the 1 the method you most prefer, and 3 the 
least preferred. 
 
How to Protect: 1  2 3

Land Trust 50  29 19

Agricultural Zones 50  22 29

Easements 49  31 10

Tax Stabilization 41  31 17

VT Use Appraisal 38  28 22

Large Lot Zoning 30  29 29

Cluster Development 16  22 48

Overlay Zones 14  26 34

 
Note: Most of those who did not answer this 
question, and many who did, expressed reluctance 
to do so because they did not regard themselves as 
having adequate information to do so.   
 
Note: many also expressed a very defensive outlook 
suggesting that any protection would be very bad. 
 
Are you concerned about how development in 
nearby towns will affect Danby or your property? 
 
40: Yes 
55: No 
19: No Opinion 
 
Do you feel there are adequate job opportunities in 
and around Danby? 
 
11:Yes 
55: No 
19: No Opinion 
 
Note: Many respondents worried about the town’s 
ability to attract and retain young people for 
anything other than being a pretty vacation location 
or bedroom community.   There was further general 
worry expressed that the town was slowly dying 
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because of this inability to adapt, change, and offer 
something to working twenty-something’s. 
 
Note: Those who felt that there were adequate jobs 
were all individuals who were employed and over 
the age of 40.  In other words – they had not, nor 
were they likely to know anyone who had, searched 
for a job in the last five years.  A choice response – 
“There are jobs out there for those who are aren’t 
too lazy to find them.” 
 
Do you operate a Business from your home? 
 
27: Yes 
83: No 
 
Are you involved in government issues? 
 
36: Yes 
83: No 
 
Would you be interested in Danby returning to a 
more traditional town meeting format where 
residents can modify and vote on the municipal 
and/or school budgets and consider articles from 
the floor? 
 
56: Yes 
26: No 
28: No Opinion 
Do you think the current Town Office building is 
adequate for conducting municipal business and 
preserving vital records? 
 
38: Yes 
43: No 
30: No Opinion 
 
Should the Town Garage be located in the 
geographic center of town to cut down on truck 
mileage and provide services more efficiently? 
 
43: Yes 
42: No 
24: No Opinion 
 
Note: there was some confusion if ‘center of town’ 
mean the center of the village, or the center of the 
town. 
 
Would you like to see more communication with 
the Danby Town Planning Commission? 

 
73: Yes 
3: No 
29: No Opinion 
 
Would you like to see Danby develop a town 
website?  
 
81: Yes 
10: No 
20: No Opinion 
 
Note:  Almost every ‘no’ vote came from one of the 
few hand-written surveys, an interesting correlation 
suggesting that there is a small but vocal part of the 
town that does not understand, and does not wish 
to understand, the use of the internet.  They were 
also the same surveys that seemed to think that 
everything was already fine with the town as is. 
 
What areas of town need to be protected? 
 
9: Farming areas 
8: Wetlands; Dorset Mountain 
7: Scenic areas 
6: All of it 
5: Downtown; Historical areas; Ridgeline; Waterways; 
4: Smokey House Center; The Village 
3: Steep Slopes; ‘Nature’; None of it 
2: Wildlife Areas; Open Areas 
1:  Cemeteries;  Forestry  areas;  Rural  landscape  outside 
the village. 
 
What are your feelings about Danby? 
 
26: Needs development / it’s stagnate 
11: Love it / Like it 
8: It’s a bedroom community 
8: Don’t change a thing / small is good 
7: It’s just O.K. 
5: Too many drugs / criminals / eyesores 
3: Too many flatlanders 
3: No town spirit 
3: It’s got potential 
3: Too many taxes 
2: Don’t like the government 
2: Not enough educational or job opportunities 
2: Needs Zoning 
1: Not good 
 
Where do you see Danby in Twenty years? 
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30: Developed 
17: Classic VT Town 
11: My personal gripe taken care of 
9: Exactly the Same 
7: Better Education 
7: More restaurants 
5: Lowered Taxes 
2: Better Tourism 
2: More farming 
2: Zoning 
 
Note: Everyone seemed to want to keep the ‘small 
town feel’, but there was a lot of disagreement 
about what that meant. 
 
Note: There was one very noticeable group in the 
survey results.  A concentrated group that I am 
calling the “Established” have a very much an “I’ve 
got mine” sort of attitude.  Mostly consisting of the 
write-ins, their chosen and written responses 
suggest that this group feels that everything is fine 
as it is, that those who don’t have jobs simply aren’t 
looking hard enough, that those who think children 
need play-space are ‘enfeebling’ them, and anything 
that would cost them more tax money is a waste of 
time.  They are almost all retired, and they are all 
rather old, and have been in the town for a very 
long time (50+ and 30+ respectively).  They all 
appear to be financially well off, with no 
dependents in town to worry about.  While their 
targets are different (Flat landers, overreaching 
bureaucrats, the state, the town government, the 
poor, drug users, welfare users) they seem to all 
agree that there is some group of ‘others’ that is 
making the town bad, and if they could just be 
gotten rid of or corrected, the town would go back 
to / now be perfect.   
 
Generally, there was an expressed desire to see the 
town retain it’s ‘small, Vermont charm’, but what 
that meant was expressed differently – some 
advocated a focus on schools and youth activities, 
some on making it easier for people to work from 
home, others focusing on nature preserves and farm 
land retention, and yet others wanting more 
dedicated in town services, such as restaurants.  
Overall, their biggest worry was that the town was 
stagnate, and that it would need to change, or that it 
would soon be occupied by nobody but retiaries 
and those who only viewed the town as where they 
slept because they could not afford a place to live 
where they actually wanted to. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
 


