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View of Dutch Hill from Edmonds Road
Photo courtesy of Tom Narwald

Agriculture and Forestry

Agriculture and has been an important part of
Danby’s livelihood for over two centuries. Today
despite changes in national and international
practices both remain important parts of the
Danby economy and landscape. While the total
acreage of farms in Vermont has declined since
the end of the 20t century, the number of farms
has been rising, suggesting that more individuals
have taken to farming as a lifestyle.

According to the VT Dept. of Taxes, there are
several active farms in town. Among these are
the Smokey House Center, the Bushee Family
maple Farm the Bromley Farm, and the Fisk-
Haines farm, Encouraging agriculture continues
to be a primary concern of the community.
Agricultural and forestry practices exist
throughout the town, but are most common
where soils have made it most effective.

New actions that could encourage agriculture
would be the founding of a seasonal farmers
market, working with co-ops in the surrounding
area, or perusing agritourism. A new Best
Practices Guide for Agritourism for Vermont will
be released in 2015, and there will be many

aspects of its launch that focus on the
Rutland Region. With an established
Agritourism site already present (the
Smoky House Center) the town could
really increase tourism and booster its
economy by investigating
agritainment and other agripenual
efforts.

A prime example of agritourism is
showing off the process of maple
sugaring. Many visitors from other
states visit Vermont in the fall to look
at the changing leaves, and many will
also want to buy local, preservable
foods, such as cheese or maple syrup.
There are many things that can be done with the
tapping of trees in the area. Some have suggested
that sugar makers from various regions get
together to “brand’ their product as coming from a
certain region, and to mark the year it was
collected, much in the way that wines are. In this
way maple syrup could also be marketed as a
high end, discerning product that will grow in
value into the future.

There is a substantial amount of land in the town
which lies between 1,500 and 2,000 feet in
elevation that has been used for agricultural and
forestry purposes. Land of this type is also
suitable for limited residential use where soils and
slopes are appropriate and where it does not

PLAN DANBY - SURVEY RESULTS

% Respondents to the Town’s 2014 survey
& were asked what sort of method they
preferred for protecting farmland and

other under developed lands.

Overall, protection was favored over non-
protection, with Agricultural zones, Land trusts,
and Easements being the most preferred.

However, there were a large number of
respondents who did not answer the question
because they felt that they did not know enough
about the various forms of protection in order to
make an intelligent decision.
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increase forest fragmentation. Maintaining a low
population density in this land conserves water
purity and ensures safe and adequate sewage
disposal.

The Smokey House Center has 1,300 acres of
permanently conserved land above 2,500 feet on
Dorset Mountain. Land is one of the greatest
assets Danby has, and has a variety of ways it can
be used. Silviculture is the act of ‘harvesting’ the
forest for renewable hardwoods, wild edibles,
game animals, and other products that do not
take away from the sustainability of the land.
There have been great strides in the art of
conservation land management that allow large
land owners to make a profit off of their land
while still having 90% of it, at any one time, look
completely untouched.

In 1978 the state instituted the Current Use
Program, where enrolled parcels are taxed
according to use rather than fair market value.
The primary objectives of the program were to
keep Vermont's agricultural and forest land in
production, help slow the development of these
lands, and achieve greater equity in property
taxation on undeveloped land. Through this
program the state reimburses municipalities for
the balance in tax revenue, negating any fiscal
municipal impacts for conserving the town’s
working and natural resource lands. To be
enrolled, forest land must have an approved, 10-
year forest management plan.
This plan must include a
description of the lands current
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conditions, long term goals, management
activities, and it is highly recommended that the
plan be created by a certified forest manager. Not
only does this plan mean that farmers,
silviculturalists, conservationists, and other such
land users are taxed less on their property, but
there are many penalties that apply if the land is
ever converted into other use ahead of the plan.
This provides incentives to keep the forests
whole, and disincentives for developers looking
to quickly flip land.

For FY 2014, the Department of Taxes reports that
55 properties in Danby are enrolled, totaling
14,048 acres, which is 52% of the town’s total
acreage (26,671.59 acres).
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CASE STUDY: SMOKEY HOUSE CENTER

Based in the Danby Four Corners, Smokey House Center (SHC) is renowned locally and beyond
for its unique, multifaceted approach to promoting education and conservation. SHC has served
as a robust education source for local students in hands-on, work —based learning and
environmental field studies programs since 1974. That tradition continues through
collaboration with area partners.

With origins in the late 1950s, SHC has developed into a vibrant non-profit corporation
stewarding over 5,000 acres of working land. SHC promotes sustainable agriculture and forestry,
provides valuable education to students, and partners with farmers and other organizations in
an effort to enhance the agricultural economy of the region.

Since receiving it as a gift from the Taconic Foundation in 1995, SHC has moved assertively to
conserve its land. Since then, over 4,000 acres have been put under conservation easement,
including the aforementioned 1,300 that lie on Dorset Mountain. The organization’s foresters
work diligently to selectively harvest trees and promote the growth of native, high value species,
ensuring a healthy forest for years to come, as well as a valuable revenue stream.

Farming has been a cornerstone of the region throughout its history and remains so today even
in a changing economy. SHC works to ensure that it will remain an essential component of the
working landscape by leasing land, housing and retail space to local farmers. SHC recognizes the
many obstacles facing small and beginning farms and is working with others to find innovative
solutions to farmland tenure and farm vitality challenges.
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DANBY VERMONT

POLITICAL BOUNDARIES: 124000 USGS Quadrangles, VCGI,
1991-2007.

Natural Resources Map 1 Rouos & RAIL: VT Enhanced 911 Board, 2014, VT Agency of

@ Flood Hazard Area

Wetlands

Slopes 6- 10 %

Slopes 11 - 14 %

Slopes 15- 20 %

Slopes 21 - 24 %
I siopes 25- 100 %

Deer Wintering Areas
[mm Seasonal Bear Habitat
[[]:[[] Bear Production Habitat
R 2500 F1 Elevation & Greater

Transporiation , 2014, VT Center for Geographic Information.
ELECTRIC LINES: VT Electric Power Company, 2003,
SURFACE WATER: Vermont Hydrography Dataset using 1:5.000

digital ortt UsSGS 7 12° and 1:20,000 color
infrared aernal photography and oiher data sources, 2013,

WETLANDS: boundaries are derived from National Wetlands
Inventory (NWI, 2004) and the Vermont Significant Wetland
Inventory (VSWI, 2010) and are approximate. Wetlands less than
three acres in size may not be shown. The wetlands depicled are
those regarded as regulatory by the VT Water Resources Board.

DEER WINTERING AREAS: EcologicHabitat_DEERWN, taken
from 1:24000 and 1:25000 USGS topographic quads, Vermont
Agency of Natural Resources, 2011

H—+ Rail

*—= Eleclric Line

This project is funded through a Vermont
Municipal Planning Grant.
Data and imagery are from VCGI, Town
of Danby, and the RRPC.

Rivers and Streams

D Village District

- Lakes, Ponds and Major Rivers

BLACK BEAR HABITAT: Vermont Fish and Wildife Department,
“Black Bear Habitat in Vermant, 1989"

FLOOD PLAIN: DFIRM data from FEMA Digital Fleod Insurance

Rate Maps, August 2008 F plains  for planning purp only.

Refer io the VANR_DEC, Water Quality Division, Floodplain
for official floodplai . (802) 241-3759,

SLOPE: Slopes generaled from USGS NED based 7.5' DEM24
data, 2002

2500" ELEVATIONS: Digitized from 1:24,000 or 25,000 USGS
7.5 minute quadrangles, VANR, 1992."

Date: 1/20/2015
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DANBY VERMONT

Natural Resources Map 2
*_ *| Potential Sand Deposits

['_-_'ﬂ__j Potential Sand & Gravel Deposits
E==] Prime Agricultural Soils

I I Town Groundwater Protection Area
m Wellhead Protection Area

- Conserved Land: Public

[: Conserved Land: Private

- Lakes, Ponds and Major Rivers

&—s— Electric Line

Rivers and Streams

ROADS: VCGI database TransRoad_RDS, taken from VTRANS
information and VT E911, 2014,

ELECTRIC LINES: VT Electric Power Company, 2007

SURFACE WATER: Data is from the Viermont Center for
Geographic Infermation, Inc (VCGI), database Waterhydre_VHD or
the Vermont Hydrography Dataset, 2004,

The VHD is a subset of the National Hydrography Data Set

SAND AND GRAVEL: The classifications of sand and gravel

are based on i developed by USDA Natural
Resources Conservaltion Service. Soil data are accurate to a
resolution of three acres, unmapped “inclusions” up o three acres
may exist in some areas. This information is generalized. It should
not be used for the evaluation of individual sites. Soils shown are

AGRICULTURAL SOILS: Prime, statewide and local are VT
primary agricultural soils for Town and Act 250 planning, 2003,

PRIVATE CONSERVED LANDS: Land in full or partial

hip by 501(¢)3 conservation org. (VLT, TNC,
GMC, and others), a subset of the Vermont Conserved Lands
database, 1998,

PUBLIC LANDS: VCGI dataset CadastralPublands_ CONSPUB,
2004, a subset of the Vermont Conserved Lands database. It
includes land owned by Municipal, State and Federal entities

WELLHEAD PROTECTION AREAS: SPA's for groundwater
sources (wells, springs), 1:24 000 USGS Quadrangles, VANR-
DEC- Water Supply Division and the VT Department of Health,
1998,

based on national USDA-NRCS criteria and have good ial for
sand and gravel deposits, 2003

This project is funded through a Vermont
Municipal Planning Grant.
Data and imagery are from VCGI, Town
of Danby, and the RRPC.
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