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Transportation 

 
An effective transportation network provides 
access and mobility to and through the Town of 
Danby for residents, visitors and businesses.    
The transportation system of a town is also the 
framework that directs land uses, development 
patterns, and overall character.   

The history of Danby’s transportation network is 
not unlike that of many other Vermont towns.  
Trails first used by Native Americans became 
increasingly well-traveled as permanent 
settlement began to take place following 1765.  
The Four Corners area and what would 
eventually become U.S. Route 7 were among the 
first permanent roads to be constructed.  Since 
traffic grows proportionately to such 
development thought must be given to how much 
accessibility the Town can afford and provide in 
terms of road maintenance and improvements.   

 

Background 

In Danby and most of Rutland County the road 
network is clearly the dominant form with 
passenger vehicles serving as the primary users, 
followed by trucks, regional transit providers (in 
select locations) and increasing active 
transportation- pedestrians and bicyclists for both 
transportation and recreation.  Long distance 
passenger rail, air, and transit services are 
available within the Rutland Region. 

In Vermont, highways are defined by their 
administrative classes: 1, 2, 3 and 4.  Local towns 
have legal authority to define access on all Class 
2, 3 and 4 roads.  Roads are also defined by 
functional classes 

Class 1 town highways are those town highways 
which form an extension of a state highway route 
(usually in a downtown area) and which carry a 
state highway route number.  Land access is 
balanced with mobility demands; therefore, curb 
cuts should be limited. There are no Class 1 
highways in Danby.  

Class 2 town highways are those selected as the 
most important roads (after State roads) in each 
town.  As far as practicable, they are selected by 
the State with the purpose of securing trunk lines 
from town to town and to places that by their 
nature have more than the normal amount of 
traffic.  Danby has 14.67 miles of Class 2 
highways.   

Class 3 town highways make up the majority of 
local roads.  The minimum standards for Class 3 
highways are to be negotiable under normal 
considerations all seasons of the year by a 
standard manufactured pleasure car.  This would 
include, but is not be limited to, having sufficient 
surface and base, adequate drainage, sufficient 
width.  The Selectboard may determine whether a 
class 3 highway, or section of highway, should be 
plowed and made negotiable during the winter.  
The total mileage for Class 3 is 39.12 

Class 4 town highways are all other town 
highways.  Designated by the Selectboard, this 
category includes all untraveled highways, pent 
roads, town highways with gates, and all town 
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roads not classified as state highways, Class 2 or 
Class 3.  Trails are other routes in the community 
which allow public access but for which the Town 
bears no maintenance responsibility or liability.  
They are privately owned and maintained. There 
is 0.08 miles of legal trail.   

Danby’s Highway System 

Danby’s road system is a network of US, State, 
Class 2, Class 3, and Class 4 highways.  At 
present, these are sufficient to handle the town’s 
traffic needs, but as use of the roads changes and 
development increase, consideration will need to 
be given to the policies the town will follow in 
upgrading roads and in scheduling repairs, 
maintenance, and improvements.  Danby’s roads 
are considered scenic back roads and any 
improvement should enhance this quality. 

There are 2.497 miles of State Highway – 2.473 of 
US 7 and 0.024 miles of VT 133.  US7 is the major 
arterial north to south route carrying inter-
regional as well as local traffic.  It is in good repair 
and handles the traffic flow well. VT133 enters 
extends from Tinmouth in the northwest corner of 
the Town.   

Three roads covering 14.67 miles carry Class 2 
designations: 

Brook Road, connecting the Borough to 
Danby Four Corners 

Danby-Tinmouth Road, connecting Danby 
Four Corners to Tinmouth to the north 

Danby-Pawlet Road, connecting the Four 
Corners area to two of the Region’s 
southern towns. 

 
The majority of the highways in Danby  [39.12 
miles]  are designated Class 3 including Main 
street in the designated village, and all other 
public, year-round roads in the town.  While some 
of these are blacktop, most are dirt or gravel.  
Their function is to provide access to property 
abutting the right-of-way.  Finally, there   is a 
limited number of town trails.  The town assumes 
no responsibility for the maintenance of these 
trails.  The Town Highway Map from the Agency 
of Transportation shows 0.99miles of class 4 
roads.  Recent legislation gives Towns the ability 

to identify unidentified corridors and take steps 
to retain control over them for future use; without 
local action, all of these unidentified corridors will 
revert to the adjacent landowners in 2017.   

Although passenger vehicles are the most 
common mode of transportation on the Danby 
highway system, trucks, bicycles, horseback 
riders pedestrians play a role as well. 

Trucks  

Truck traffic in Danby is generated by three 
principal sources.  The highest volume is from 
through-traffic along Route 7.  For the most part, 
this volume is separated from the village and is 
not a critical issue.  Other sources of truck traffic 
include deliveries to and from the designated 
village area, transport associated with quarrying 
facilities in the south-eastern part of the 
community, site excavation, logging, and soil 
transport. 

As is the case elsewhere in Vermont, there are 
positives and negatives associated with truck 
traffic.  Adverse impacts include road 
deterioration, health and safety concerns from 
noise, dust, air quality impairment, vibrations, 
and congestion.  These must be balanced with the 
public welfare benefits to having employment 
opportunities, goods moved and services 
provided in the community.  Due to old fashioned 
construction of Danby’s historic and scenic roads, 
truck traffic needs to be kept to a minimum. 

Bridges 

Due primarily to the abundance of streams 
throughout the town, roads in Danby cross 30 
bridges of more than six feet in length.  Six of 
those measure more than 20 feet in length.  Brook 
Road, which leads from the village to Danby Four 
Corners along the Mill Brook has the most 
concentrated collection of bridges.  The Town and 
the Vermont Agency of Transportation share 
jurisdiction for the maintenance of bridges in 
Danby.   

Surface and traffic conditions 

Danby residents generally have expressed 
approval for local road maintenance.  Support 



� � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � 

� �
 

continues to be expressed at town meeting for 
road maintenance efforts.  The town garage is 
located on Brook Road, next to the Town Office. 

In 2014 traffic counts were conducted on the 
following roads:   

Tinmouth Road, north of Danby Four 
Corners 
 Scottsville Road, immediately west of US 
Route 7 
Quarry Hill Road, west of the intersection 
with Griffith Hill Road  

 
In general, Scottsville and Tinmouth Roads had a 
slightly higher than average proportion of truck 
traffic than the state averages for other roads of 
the same classification.  These results are not 
surprising given that these town highways 
generally provide the principal access to industry 
in the town.  Scottsville Road residents have in the 
past expressed concern over the use of the narrow 
winding road for heavy trucking activities. 

Speed study 

In 2004 a speed study was conducted on North 
and South Main Street [old Route 7].  As a result, 
the Selectboard adopted an ordinance limiting 
speeds to 25 mph in the village and 40 mph on 
either end of the village. Speed was also 
monitored on the Tinmouth Road in 2014 and the 
recorded pace speed, the 10 mph range of speed 
containing the largest number of vehicles, was 44-
53 mph, generally within the speed limit and the 
85th percentile speed, the speed at or below 85% 
of vehicles travel, was 55 mph. The mean speed 
recorded was 48 mph; 36.5% of vehicles exceeded 
the 50 mph speed limit. 
 

Road standards 

The Town adopted the 2013 VT codes and 
standards which were revised after Tropical 
Storm Irene to incorporate better storm resiliency.  
Adoption of these standards in addition to an 
infrastructure inventory provides the community 
with a lower local match on various state funded 
highway projects.  Many of Danby’s roads have 
no base, and thus need extra oversight and 
protection. 

Accident rates 

According to most recent (2008-2012) publication 
from the Vermont Agency of Transportation there 
is a high crash location on the Danby-Pawlet Road 
where an incapacitating injury occurred.  This 
corridor was addressed with minor 
improvements such as signs in a 2013 High Risk 
Rural Road study.  US 7, Danby-Pawlet Road and 
Scottsville Road, had a significant number of 
crashes over this period.  

Access management 

Access management involves a number of specific 
road design, land use management, and 
transportation management strategies to promote 
safe and efficient use of the transportation 
network.    The goals are to increase safety and 
mobility on existing roadways, better 
accommodate all transportation modes, and 
reduce the demand for new highways.  Access 
management should be considered when 
reviewing all new development or redevelopment 
proposals in Danby. 

Towns in Vermont may regulate private access to 
local highways through "curb cuts", places where 
a private driveway or road cuts through curb 
(even though there may not be an actual curb in 
place) to gain access to town roads and highways.  
The Danby Selectboard requires any proposed 
driveways to receive a town permit before 
construction begins.  The Selectboard bases its 
decision on safety considerations such as lines of 
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sight, proximity to intersections, etc.  Access 
management on US and VT highways is governed 
by the Vermont Department of Transportation. 

Highway Conservation 

Highway conservation concerns the use of lands 
abutting either side of the town’s arterial and 
collector roads.  Local roads should be preserved 
from purely linear development by limiting curb 
cuts.  The developer is responsible for building 
the roads within the development to town road 
standards, and also the maintenance of said 
roads.  The roads should be built to allow access 
by fire and emergency vehicles. 

Other Modes of Transportation 

Bicycle / Pedestrian  

There are no dedicated bicycle paths or 
transportation-oriented pedestrian walkways in 
Danby.  There has been some interest among 
residents in having sidewalks in the village area 
and and the town encourages this in order to 
create more walkable streets.  Complete Streets, a 
law enacted by the State legislature in 2011 
requires that all road projects on paved roads 
consider all users and context will help to 
determine the appropriate way to meet their 
multiple needs.  As a primarily rural town with 
roads with relatively low volumes of traffic it is 
most likely that active transportation modes will 
share travel lanes with vehicles. 

A walk audit in 2014 identified improvements 
needed to safely and comfortably accommodate 
pedestrians.  The Borough lacks sidewalks on 
most of Main Street, with the exception of the 
bridge and links of sidewalk south of Mt. Tabor 
Ave.  Destinations such as the school, post office, 
library, town office and churches should be 
accessible to pedestrians and are not.  

The Green Mountain National Forest also 
maintains an extensive network of hiking trails in 
nearby Mount Tabor, including the Long Trail, 
which stretches north-south along the center of 
the state. 

Rail 

Rail has been an important part of the Rutland 
County economy for more than 150 years.  First 
serving the City and stretching south to Danby in 
the mid-19th Century, freight-based rail helped 
establish several industries – most notably 
quarrying – in the region. 

Despite the expansion of road networks 
throughout the 20th Century rail remains an 
integral part of the Region’s transportation 
network.  Today, as traffic levels continue to rise 
on the state’s major highways, rail is being re-
examined for its potential to relieve truck traffic. 

Although Danby has no rail sidings at this time 
they may be considered if a need or opportunity 
arises in the future.  At present, the Vermont 
Railroad Company owns 1.2 miles of tracks in the 
community as part of a larger network following 
the Otter Creek and U.S. Route 7 between Rutland 
and Manchester. 

Passenger rail service is available in Rutland City.  
Amtrak operates a station and provides daily 
trips to and from New York City.  Rail initiatives 
include a passenger rail service from Rutland to 
Burlington and eventually to Albany.  The goal of 
the New York-Vermont Bi-State Intercity 
Passenger Rail study is to provide intercity 
passenger rail services to parts of Vermont and 
New York that are currently underserved or 
unserved.   
   
The Vermont Agency of Transportation and the 
New York State Department of Transportation 
have obtained funding from the Federal Railroad 
Administration's (FRA) High Speed and Intercity 
Passenger Rail program for a planning study to 
develop a corridor analysis, Service Development 
Plan and associated preliminary engineering (PE) 
and environmental documentation for an intercity 
passenger route that would serve the 
communities between Albany, NY and Rutland, 
VT. 
 
While there is very little rail directly in  Danby the 
proximity of rail just across Route 7 in Mt. Tabor 
and the possibility of greater use of that rail for 
both freight and passenger uses should be 
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watched closely by the community and 
participation in that study maintained.  Danby 
residents are supportive of the concept of light 
rail or commuter rail along the western corridor, 
providing local service between Bennington and 
Burlington with stops in between.  Danby could 
greatly profit from supporting commuter rail 
along the western corridor. 
 

Transit 

Regional public transit is provided by the Marble 
Valley Regional Transit District.  Based in Rutland 
it maintains a route along Route 7 between the 
multi-modal center in downtown Rutland and 
Manchester. Transportation for the elderly and 
persons with disabilities is also available in 
Danby through human service agencies.     

Air 

The Rutland- Southern Vermont Regional 
Airport, located in Clarendon, is one of ten state-
owned and operated public use airports in 
Vermont.  The facility hosts one scheduled 
commercial operator, Cape Air, with daily flights 
to Boston, chartered flights, and general aviation.  

The nearest major airport to Danby is the Albany 
International Airport located 74 miles to the 
southwest.  The Burlington International Airport 
is the next closest located 88 miles to the north. 

Air transportation plays a key role in allowing 
goods and individuals to access the Rutland 
Region for business and pleasure and contribute 
to the economy. 

The Future: Danby and the Region 

In order to increase local participation in 
transportation planning in Vermont the Agency 
of Transportation (VTrans) supports regional 
Transportation Advisory Committees (TACs – 
known in Rutland County as the Rutland 
Regional Transportation Council).  TAC members 
are appointed by the towns and work together to 
prioritize projects and issues for attention by 
VTrans.  Danby supports the efforts of this 
regional transportation advisory committee and 

will continue to participate through its designated 
representative. 

 

Capital Improvement Plan  

A Capital Improvement Plan for Danby’s roads, 
minor structures (culverts and smaller bridges), 
and equipment was prepared, based on results of 
public meetings. Excerpts from the Plan are 
included below: 

Roads - In order to repair, replace or improve all 
the roads in the Town of Danby to perfect 
condition the cost would be $1,174,179 [2005] - 
paved roads = $885,077, unpaved roads  = 
$289,101.  The consultants recommended an 
approach that would budget funds annually to 
address one mile of paved roads and 6 miles of 
unpaved roads annually.  In this way, the 11 miles 
of paved roads would be repaired over an 
approximately ten year period and the 38 miles of 
unpaved roads over a six year period.   �  ! " # $ % & ' ( ) * + ( , $ - % $  . %  $ # & /

There are 
approximately 500 culverts and 11 minor 
structures in Danby.  Of these, one was in critical 
condition [requiring immediate replacement], 33 
in poor condition [and should be replaced or 
repaired as soon as resources allow.  The 
estimated replacement cost for these 33 structures 
in 2005 was $35,394.  In terms of the Capital 
Budget, the consultants recommended that 
$17,500 be budgeted each year for two years and 
then $8,000 a year on a continuing basis for repair, 
maintenance, or replacement.  
 
Equipment - The Town has established a sinking 
fund for the replacement of highway equipment.  
Recommended was $50,000 annually as well as 
the incorporation of a system that would track 
costs which can then be used as a management 
tool 

Funding - Local funds can be extended by 
applying for state grants that are annually 
available through the Agency of Transportation. 

 
    

 


