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I	was	sorry	to	have	missed	the	opening	do	but	our	MA	group	went	around	it	on	the	
following	Friday	with	David,	who	could	explain	to	us	in	more	detail	what	each	one	of	
the	students’	work	was	about.	What	struck	me	even	before	finding	out	the	why	and	
what	was	how	impressive	this	year’s	MA	show	is.	The	different	artists’	works	are	so	
varied	and	all	of	a	very	high	standard.	
	

	
	
The	atrium	looks	great	set	up.	I	just	think	that	the	two	fashion	displays,	which	were	
sitting	in	the	same	space	do	not	compliment	the	ceramics.	
	
This	years	seven	ceramic	MA	students	were	showing	us	what	can	be	achieved	within	
this	MA	course:	
	
Lanty	Ball	
Lanty’s	work	is	very	impressive	by	its	precision	and	the	pared	down	aesthetics	of	the	
surfaces	of	his	vessels.	Even	though	the	walls	of	his	vessels	are	quite	thick	they	have	
a	real	elegance	and	fragility.	Some	vessels	are	wheel	thrown	but	most	are	slipcast.	
Lanty	carves	patterns	into	the	surfaces	of	many	vessels.	Others	get	their	outside	
surface	decorations	by	shellac	resist.	Lanty	wet	sands	the	inside	of	the	pots,	which	
give	them	a	real	tactile	quality.	I	actually	think	these	pots	are	much	nicer	in	reality	
and	photographs	don’t	really	give	them	justice.	
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Gaynor	Hall	
Now	I	have	not	seen	any	of	her	work	before	and	without	an	introduction	from	Dave	
Binns	may	have	overlooked	them.	I	really	loved	her	accompanying	
drawing/paintings.	The	pieces	of	clay	are	seem	to	me	too	unfinished	or	refined	for	
my	taste.	But	that	was	exactly	part	of	the	reason	she	made	them.	These	pieces	are	
more	about	immediate	gestural	expression	of	emotions	than	function	or	controlled	
aesthetics.	

	 	
	
	
Mike	McGowern	
Firstly,	I	was	really	impressed	by	Mike’s	wonderful	artist’s	book.	It	was	so	beautifully	
done	and	really	showcased	his	pieces	to	their	best	while	explaining	how	he	
developed	his	work.		Initially	the	pieces	can	look	similar	and	unsophisticated.	
However,	each	by	itself	has	a	real	beauty.	They	are	really	set	off	nicely	on	the	thick	
slate	slabs	plinths.	Mike	has	developed	a	way	of	imitating	the	natural	formation	of	
geological	rock	formations	and	their	fissuring.	He	combines	multiple	slab	folding	
putting	the	soft	slabs	into	his	freezer	to	encourage	fracturing.	These	fissures	are	
brought	out	by	the	addition	of	blue	oxides.	He	also	has	tried	using	different	kind	of	
clays.		
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Janet	Nuttall	
Janet’s	work	is	informed	by	her	love	to	the	countryside	and	views	in	France,	where	
she	has	a	house.	She	has	translated	the	colours	onto	her	pieces	of	works	by	using	dry	
slips.	By	far	my	favourite	pieces	are	the	tall	open	vessels	with	the	black	glaze	inside	
and	the	bands	of	white	on	the	tops	on	the	outside	with	the	colour	band	sitting	below.	
There	is	a	great	bit	of	restfulness	and	harmony	about	those	pieces.	I	like	the	way	the	
shiny	black	insides	contrast	with	the	matt	outsides.	It	will	be	interesting	where	she	
goes	from	here.	

	 	
	
Dave	Horsfall	
Again	something	totally	different.	Dave	has	used	the	local	cotton	industry	as	his	
visual	inspiration.	His	pieces	echo	patterns	found	in	one	of	the	old	cotton	mills.	What	
an	unusual	way	to	translate	and	refer	to	our	industrial	heritage.	He	is	the	potter	in	
this	exhibition	who	has	included	patterns	in	his	pieces.	
	

	 	
	
	
Rob	Parr	
Is	showing	two	different	kinds	of	ceramic	works.	On	the	one	hand	are	his	figurines	
and	on	the	other	his	geological	riverbed.	His	figures,	especially	his	chess	pieces,	have	
gained	a	lot	of	attention	of	passers-by.	There	are	two	chess	sets.	Both	have	hand	built	
chess	figures.	However,	the	larger	set	has	taken	him	weeks	to	make,	each	figure	is	
unique.	The	making	of	chicken	chess	pieces	however	was	timed.	Each	pieces	was	not	
to	take	any	longer	than	three	minutes.	They	are	much	freer	and	gestural.		
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I	don’t	know	too	much	about	the	black	slabs	with	the	sedimentary	line	running	
through	it.	But	it	does	tie	in	with	the	other	pieces	because	of	the	use	of	black	clay.	
	
Another	thing	that	is	noticeable,	is	that	Rob	has	already	started	branding	all	his	

displays	with	his	logo.	

	
	
Maureen	Thomas	
All	of	Maureen’s	pots	are	sagger	fired.	Their	beauty	lie	with	their	simplicity	of	form	
and	the	surface	flaming	patterns	achieved	during	firing.	They	may	seem	susceptibly	
simple	but	simplicity	is	sometimes	the	most	difficult	to	achieve	as	with	a	simple	form	
there	is	no	hiding	of	imperfections.	In	addition	to	her	earthy	tones,	in	part	due	her	
use	of	terra	sigillata,	she	has	also	subtlety	coated	the	insides	of	some	of	her	bowls	
with	coloured	slips.	Her	display	includes	one	of	her	selfmade	saggar	boxes,	which	in	
its	entirety	with	its	contents	becomes	a	piece	of	art	in	its	own	right.	
	

		 	
				


