Boat Marquettes for the Minimalist project

started on 25 Oct 2016

These are my first marquettes for my minimalist assignment. I’ve done some
boat drawings and some sketches of ideas but am not getting any further just
drawing them in 2D they need to be now developed in clay in 3D. This will not
only help me develop the shape of the piece but also highlight some technical
building issues.
I’m using some old leather hard slabs I have on the shelf. The first slab I use has
had some pattern put onto both sides of the clay. I will ignore that and it will
probably smooth out in while working with it.
Boat Marquette No. 1:

I have just cut out the bottom slab in a typical shape of a boat. Then I want to cut
the first side, which will be quite low. I don’t want this side to sit at a 90 degree
angle to its base. So, I had to cut the bottom with a curve. I also need to have this
slab longer to have enough length a the back and particularly the front.
I want the other side to be much
bigger as I want it to curve up and
over the top. To get a good start for
the curve from the base upward I
have cut the base where it joins this
slab at an angle as well as the bottom
of the large slab.
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Even though this is a Marquette, I am still
supporting all joins on the inside by adding small
coils. I am starting to make the fold over of the
large piece. Which is helping the balance of this
piece physically. It reduces the stress on the join
which would otherwise struggle without
supports.

I am starting to shape the side walls by gently
pushing them out from the inside. I am carful as
it may cause stress tears on the outside of the
bends.

I have added the back wall the boat’s hull and
decided not the cut the back of the large side
but let it protrude beyond the back.
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I have decided to carve the edge
to refer to a wave washing over
the boat. The grooves are meant
as notches to rest a spoon or a
skewer or so.

I have also rounded some of the
corners where they meet to
soften the whole thing and make
it more organic and fluid. I have
trimmed and lowered the
smaller side wall to enhance the
difference of heights and also,
from a practical point of view,
this give better access to the
bowl-shaped hull.
I have pinched out the wave a bit
more to enhance its organic
appearance.
I am not sure whether this works
at all. It is also only one piece and
not a set of two. I also find the
shape of wave from behind not
right but cannot, at the moment,
see how to fix it. I’ll move on to another
marquette but may return.
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Coming back the next day with a fresh view confirms
that I am not happy with shape of boat. The edge of
the weave is too fussy and the curve of the upright
sweep is not right. So, I’m now adding clay to the edge
of the wave to extend its sweep which also removes
the frilly edge and changes the upward angle of the
sweep. I’m leaving it to firm up a bit again with the
help of a clay prop.

Now I just refine the shape a bit by gently shaving some part of the wave.

It is definitely an improvement from the frilly wave. I like the look and feel from
most angles.

This is my favourite side.

However, this side is still clumsy and unresolved.

There is another issue: at the moment this is only one piece not two, as
demanded by this assignment.
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