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President’s Report by Linda Collier
We begin a new year with my wishes that everyone 
had a joyous 2017 Christmas season and that 2018 
will be a prosperous one for all. I enjoy the turn of the 
new year when I open the new calendar – yes, I still 
like hang-up ones, usually pictures of Welsh Corgi 
dogs. It’s a time of resolutions and new “beginnings” 
for many of us, as well as a time to look back over 
events we enjoyed in the past few months.  
While I try to attend as many chapter events as 
possible, this fall I was only able to participate 
in a few.  Red Deer’s Annual General Meeting on 
September 20th was a ‘healthy’ event as we celebrated the Nurses of WWI and 
Onward.  The decorations and party favours were all handmade and ingenious; 
for example, we had jars of pretzels iced to look like thermometers, M & M’s 
and life-savours as pills and tiny marshmellows as cotton balls.  Each table had a 
‘scroll’ of the nurses’ oath, which was later recited by all the nurses in attendance.  
Sheila Bannerman and Bill Mackay provided historical facts and anecdotes to add 
to the wonderful dinner enjoyed by all.
Later I attended the Launches (yes two) of the History Check App produced by 
Friends of Historic Northern Alberta Society (FHNAS). The public soft launch 
was held at the Prince of Wales Armouries Heritage Centre as the “Open 
House” day September 24th when the people were invited for tours of the two 
Museums (Telephone, Loyal Edmonton Regiment) and the City Archives, then 
learn the story of the History Check App and how to use it, while enjoying cake 
and refreshments. The Official Launch was held October 4th at the Provincial 
Archives as part of Archives Week.  Notable archivists and historians contributed 
to the official program, and I especially enjoyed the address by AHRF Board 
Member, Evert Poor, on how monumental the completion of this history app is 
for everyone.  With his background in telecommunications and broadcasting, 
Evert praised FHNAS for its remarkable feat in finishing their project in less than 
1000 days.  To download this free app on historic places and tourist information 
of northern Alberta, visit http://historycheck.ca/ for both IOS and Android.
On November 28th I attended the EDHS Christmas Dinner at the Prince of 
Wales Armouries Heritage Centre.  Festive decorations and a fabulous dinner 
in the Jefferson Room began the evening and the highlight was the presentation 
by Dylan Reade. A film maker from Edmonton with nearly 30 years experience 
in Imax and 3D around the world, Dylan reviewed his projects on Edmonton’s 
history with an explanation of his process, where he combines rarely seen archival 
material and renderings with stereoscopic 3D imaging to create 3D films. The 
audience of over 100 people (wearing 3D glasses) was treated to various 3D films 
exploring Edmonton’s history, creating a fascinating combination of history and 
technology. Don’t miss any future opportunity to see Dylan’s work – it’s fantastic!
Now we’re into 2018 and looking at new beginnings.  Some of the chapters 
and HSA are looking at ideas for changes and new initiatives.  Starting with 
revamping websites and some of the content included seems to be one of the 
changes being considered, as well as new program offerings. I am appealing 
to our members to submit their suggestions for possible new directions for us.  
What do you think HSA and its chapters should be including/amending in their 
programs in coming months? What changes would you add to the websites 
to make them more beneficial in this techie age?  How would you suggest we 
increase our membership, sell our publications and meet community needs?  
These are easy questions, but difficult to answer.  Please help us by sending 
us an email or letter with your ideas.  Your contributions are appreciated!   
Email albertahistory@telus.net; regular mail: Box 4035, Stn C, Calgary, T2T 5M9.
I wish you all the very best in 2018 and look forward to seeing you at our Annual 
General Meeting and Awards Luncheon in Olds on May 26, 2018.
Respectfully submitted by, Linda Collier
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WELCOME
Welcome to New Members 

and/or Subscribers 
September 15, 2017 –  December 15, 2017

Moreen Drabble, Calgary

Richard Harpe, Valhalla Centre

Cheryl Webber, Calgary

Cadence Bergman, Edmonton

Jean McCauley, Calgary

Fort Saskatchewan Historical 
Society, Fort Saskatchewan

John Snow, Calgary

Ken Draper, Calgary

Maggie Studer, Calgary

Arlene Klassen, Edmonton

Monique McBride, Penhold

Elma Watson, Red Deer

Mark Collings, Red Deer

Cheyenne Hickey, Calgary

Yvonne Brydges, Calgary

Yvonne Prokop, Edmonton

Ross/Liliana Gourlay, Calgary

Betty Stark, Calgary

Don/Debbie Migel, Calgary

S. M. McDonough, Calgary

Kimberly Lockert, Edmonton

Douglas Girvan, Red Deer

Carol Fraser, Edmonton

Richard Maitland, Calgary

George A. Duncan, Calgary

Leo/Martha Dawson,  
Grande Prairie

Dorothy Kusyk, Grande Prairie

Marion Field, Grande Prairie

Iva Foster, Beaverlodge

John Stojan, Grande Prairie

David/Marilee Rhody,  
Grande Prairie

Duff Crerar, Grande Prairie

“MINUTE BY MINUTE” 
A HISTORY OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF ALBERTA
by Shona Gourlay

Edmonton, 25th February, 1907 
‘Histrivia’

According to Edmonton newspapers (Edmonton Bulletin, Saturday News), in early 
February of 1907, a promotional circular (signed by the premier, various MLAs and 
prominent citizens) was drumming up interest for an historical society, with an informal 
meeting to be held at the Prince Arthur Café on February 11.  John McDougall presided, 
and Col. Edwards acted as secretary; a committee of three was appointed to draft a 
constitution.  Another meeting was held February 25, and made the news:  it was reported 
in The Saturday News, March 2, 1907, in the ‘Notes and Comments’ section. The article 
states that, although “the promoters did succeed in securing a fairly large attendance…
instead of getting down to business with dispatch and electing officers…the whole 
evening was frittered away in discussing a lot of matters of no particular consequence.”  
The report added that approximately half of the people left before the meeting was over.  
The Edmonton Bulletin issues of February 26 and March 1 offered a somewhat different 
version:  it was reported that over 60 people attended (but did not mention that half of 
them left), that Mr. Round read the draft constitution, and that a committee was struck 
to secure incorporation for the society.  

Although the majority of people attending were from Edmonton, there was province 
wide representation, as people from Calgary, Peace River Crossing, Lethbridge, Macleod, 
Lesser Slave Lake, Nanton, Red Deer, Medicine Hat etc. attended.

On March 5, a bill for the incorporation of the Society was presented by Mr. Boyle to 
the Legislative Assembly, and had its first reading;  assent was given on March 15, 1907.  
Charter members included:  George Bulyea, W. H. Cushing, A.L. Sifton, William Pierce, 
Rev. Leo Gaetz, F.W.G Haultain, and R.B. Bennett.

On March 11, another meeting was held, and officers chosen:  Honourary President  - 
Lt. Gov. Bulyea; Honourary VP -  Hon. Frank Oliver; President -  H.B. Round; 1st VP 
-  W. Fletcher; 2nd VP -  Mr. Justice Stuart; Secretary  - A.B. Watt (publisher of Saturday 
News), Treasurer -  Miss Hislop. 

Early meetings mentioned preserving records of Alberta’s early history (including HBC 
annals), and a provincial museum was even proposed, to hold both records and artifacts. 
In fact, the Edmonton Bulletin of Jan 3, 1919 reported that “the object of the society is to 
encourage the study of the history of Alberta and Canada; to rescue from oblivion the 
memories of the original inhabitants, the early missionaries, the fur traders, explorers 
and settlers of the north and west of Canada; to obtain and prepare narratives in print, 
manuscript, or otherwise…to secure and preserve minerals, archaeological curiosities 
and objects generally illustrative of the civil, religious, literary and natural history of the 
country; and to establish a museum and library.”

Source:

http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/newspapers
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B O OK  L AU NC H  T O  BE  H E L D  AT  L OUG H E E D  HOU S E
AT  7 : 0 0  P. M .  ON  F E BRUA RY  2 2 ,  2 0 18 .

“Doris Jeanne MacKinnon has written a 
meticulously-researched and engaging 
account of the lives of two intelligent, 
resourceful, and strong Metis women.” 
Donald B. Smith, Professor Emeritus of History, 
University of Calgary
Excerpt from Doris Jeanne MacKinnon’s  
Metis Pioneers: Marie Rose Delorme Smith and  
Isabella Clark Hardisty Lougheed,  
University of Alberta Press, February 2018

When the fur trade transitioned in the Northwest, not only did the practical skills of Metis women afford them continuity with their 
fur trade culture, but their skills also helped their families to transition to the new economy. The roles of Metis women, their skills, and 
their elaborate kinship networks that facilitated trade in the earlier period later served to transform the impersonal exchange process 
characteristic of capitalism into a socially accountable process. Yet, it remains that few women who contributed the unpaid labour vital 
to the success of both the fur trade and the transitional economies of the North West, such as Marie Rose Delorme Smith and Isabella 
Hardisty Lougheed, viewed their own roles as significant enough to record details of their lives with the intention of passing them on 
to a public archive.

In order to understand the value of Marie Rose’s and Isabella’s unpaid labour, and how they underwrote the costs of establishing the 
joint estates they maintained with their husbands, Charlie Smith and James Lougheed respectively, it is important to understand the 
value of both of their Metis families in establishing a sound base for beginning married life with Euro-North American husbands. 
While Isabella was born at a northern fur trade post and she spent her formative years there, she had the benefit of formal education at 
Wesleyan Ladies’ College in Hamilton. After leaving that eastern school and returning to the North, Isabella spent another number of 
years in fur trade country before moving to Lachine, Quebec, when her father retired. After her father’s death in 1881, Isabella returned 
to the North West to live with her uncle, Hudson’s Bay Company Chief Factor and Senator Richard Hardisty, who helped facilitate her 
marriage to James Lougheed, a man without important family connections of his own and little understanding of survival in the early 
Prairie West. In fact, until his marriage, James’s fledgling law practice experienced difficulties in securing funds from outside sources 
for investment and expansion.  

Shortly after his marriage, James joined Isabella’s uncle as a partner in various business

ventures and, soon after, James and Isabella began to amass large land holdings in Calgary. James had every reason to believe he would 
benefit from his marriage into Isabella’s kinship network, which included Richard Hardisty and Donald A. Smith (Lord Strathcona), 
two of the wealthiest men in the North West. Not long after his marriage, James found himself in the fortuitous position of assuming 
the Senate post previously held by Richard Hardisty, who had died suddenly. Although he was an outsider to the transitional economy 
after the fur trade, James Lougheed’s Senate post and his acceptance into the Hardisty web of kinship enabled the couple to amass a 
large estate. In regard to Isabella Hardisty Lougheed’s stature, the young Thomas Hardisty remembered that the first time he saw his 
aunt, Isabella, a woman of Anglo-Scot Metis descent (i.e., “countryborn”), she had the aura of royalty. Despite periods of real privation 
in northern fur trade country, Isabella’s family was part of fur trade aristocracy and she later assumed the aristocratic title “Lady Belle 
Lougheed” of Beaulieu (Lougheed) House, bestowed upon her when her husband, Senator James Lougheed, was knighted. For all 
intents and purposes, James had indeed become a “company man,” as he once noted.



6 

Excerpt from Doris Jeanne MacKinnon’s Metis Pioneers: Marie Rose Delorme Smith and  
Isabella Clark Hardisty Lougheed, continued.

Like James, Charlie Smith, Marie Rose’s husband, was an outsider to fur trade country. It was Marie Rose who had kinship links to 
Metis society and thus to the fur trade economy. Marie Rose was born in Saint François Xavier, Red River, to Urbain Delorme Jr. and 
Marie Desmarais, both of Metis ancestry. Marie Rose’s early culture was as the daughter of a free trader and part-time farmer who set 
out regularly on hunting and trading brigades. As a young girl, Marie Rose spent a large part of her life either traversing the plains with 
her family or on the small plot of land in the Red River area. She was then enrolled in the convent in Saint Boniface, where she learned 
to read and write in French and English. Shortly after her time in the convent, when she returned to a more traditional Metis lifestyle 
on the plains, Marie Rose’s mother arranged a marriage for her. The financial agreement reached between her mother and robe and 
whiskey trader Charlie Smith saw Marie Rose become his wife and ranching partner in exchange for $50.

Not long after they were married, Marie Rose and Charlie became among the first to transition from trade in buffalo robes to cattle 
ranching. They began their new life together by driving cattle from Montana to what would become the district of Macleod in southern 
Alberta, settling on a ranch they called the Jughandle. Eventually, British and Canadian investors followed, establishing ranches in 
the foothills, so that by 1886 there were over 100,000 cattle in the region. Writing in the early twentieth century, Marie Rose referred 
to herself at various times throughout her manuscripts, when she spoke of those early days of her marriage, as the “Queen of the 
Jughandle.” 

While Marie Rose’s and Isabella’s adult lives followed somewhat different economic and social trajectories, and they occupied different 
segments of the new society’s class groups, at another transitional time in their lives, when both became widows, their financial 
situations again had some similarity. Marie Rose Smith and Isabella Lougheed were widowed in 1914 and 1925, respectively, when the 
West was experiencing very difficult economic times. Both had to bury a number of their children, Marie Rose twelve of seventeen and 
Isabella three of six, and both spent their final years reliant on family members and their community of connections for survival. It 
is interesting that both Isabella and Marie Rose were interviewed not long before their deaths and both were described using similar 
adjectives. To their contemporaries, Isabella and Marie Rose were both pioneers and colourful characters. Indeed, circumstances had 
brought Isabella and Marie Rose to southern Alberta and enabled both of them to create personae as homesteading pioneers. This 
experience was very likely common among many other Metis women and men at the time. 

The fact that a pride in Metis ancestry remains “hidden” in the private realm for many Metis even today gives some sense of the need for 
Marie Rose and Isabella to obscure their own ethnicity those many years ago by assuming identities as homesteading pioneers. Their 
ability to obscure that ethnicity gave Marie Rose and Isabella not only a sense of power but a heightened sense of their own uniqueness 
as they helped to construct the new Prairie West. Yet, it is clear also that both always recognized the value of their early culture, 
regardless of the level of their material wealth. This is particularly so later in life as the wealth each had acquired sank to desperate lows, 
but it is also evident at the beginning of their married lives, when they lived in areas that were slow to attract newcomers and when they 
relied out of necessity on their early fur trade culture and kin connections. 

These two Metis women served as agents of transition as the fur trade gave way to a new economy. In fact, Marie Rose Delorme Smith 
and Isabella Clark Hardisty Lougheed were important contributors to the construction of the Prairie West in the same way that many 
other Metis women surely were, but whose lives have yet to be studied.

Doris J. MacKinnon, Ph.D.

P.O. Box 27155,  Red Deer, AB   T4N 6X8

dorisjmackinnon@gmail.com

www.dorisjeannemackinnon.com
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The Peace Country Historical Society wishes to announce the release 

of its latest publication, an upgraded and expanded version of:

T H E  LU R E  OF  
T H E  PE AC E  R I V E R  

C OU N T RY, 
18 7 2-19 1 4

by David W. Leonard and Victoria L. Lemieux

During the late 19th century, the Peace River 
Country was seen by explorers, missionaries, and 
surveyors as a vast oasis of agricultural potential 
in a land known mainly for ice and snow with 
only the fur trade for an economy. Anxious to 
develop this region, the Dominion government 
began to promote settlement and encourage 
a railway to what became known as “The Last 
Great West”.  

This handsome combination of historical 
scholarship and aesthetic design depicts the 
allure of the Peace River region prior to World 
War One, before the arrival of the railway. It also 
reveals the hopes and tenacity of the people who 
went there, and the experience of their journey.

Authored by David W. Leonard, with photography by Victoria L. Lemieux, the book was researched in archives and libraries 
across Canada and contains over 250 archival and contemporary colour photographs, along with maps, memoirs, and diary 
accounts of the first settlers.  It was first published in 1992 by Detselig Enterprises.

The Lure of the Peace River Country 1872-1914 is hard cover with dust jacket, 12” x 9”, 232 pages, archival and contemporary 
colour images with maps and index. Copies may be obtained from the Peace Country Historical Society or from Peace Heritage 
Publications – 780-482-2486, or dwlpeaceher@telus.net. Cost is $49.95 plus $5 for shipping.
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  SARAH CARTER
Recipient of the 2017 Governor General's History Award for Scholarly Research: 

The Sir John A. Macdonald Prize

Imperial Plots: Women, Land, and the Spadework of British 
Colonialism on the Canadian Prairies explains the formation  
of the Canadian West as a British-Canadian colony and reveals 

how homesteading denied property rights to women.

Sarah Carter is also a Past Executive Council Member of  
The Historical Society of Alberta.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
ACROSS
1. Blackfoot
6. Kwong
9. Nor
10. Ire
11. Ulysses
12. Fur
13. Hue
14. Dinny

16. Dress
17. U.N.
18. Motto
21. Okotoks
23. Career
25. Sam
27. Elbow Park
30. Mrs.

31. Owl
32. Eve
33. Norquay
34. Elton

DOWN
1. Banff
2. Airdrie
3. Knights
4. Opener
5. Tsuu t'ina
6. Keyed
7. Ops
8. Gusty

15. Notre Dame
16. Doors Open
18. Mia
19. Orr
22. Ohm
24. Abbott
26. Nisku
28. Wolfe

29. Klein
30. Mar
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THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF ALBERTA
CRITERIA FOR AWARDS
There shall be three type of awards given by the Historical Society of Alberta, viz., Annual Award,  
Award of Merit, and Honorary Lifetime Membership.

ANNUAL AWAR D
The Annual Award shall be presented to an individual for his or her outstanding contribution to  
Alberta history.   
To be eligible, the recipient must qualify in one or more of these categories:

a. Meritorious service to the Historical Society of Alberta over a period of several years;

b. Meritorious service to the preservation, promotion or development of Alberta’s history over a period of  
several years;

c.  Performance of a single action, deed or service which is of such significance, uniqueness, or magnitude that it 
ranks far above routine or regular actions, deeds or services.

Normally, no more than one Annual Award shall be given in any calendar year.  Under no circumstances shall 
more than two awards be given in any calendar year.

The recipient of the Annual Award shall receive a suitably framed scroll from the Society.

AWA R D OF MER IT
An Award of Merit shall be presented from time to time by the Society to any eligible business, corporation, society, government, church, or other 
corporate body.

To be eligible, the recipient must qualify in one or both of the following categories:

a. Meritorious service to the preservation, promotion or development of Alberta’s history over a period of  several years;

b.  Performance of a single action, deed or service to the benefit of Alberta history which goes beyond the routine services  
expected of the recipient.

Normally, no more than one Award of Merit shall be given in any calendar year.  The recipient of the Award of Merit shall receive a suitable scroll 
or certificate from the Society.

HONOR A RY LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP
An Honorary Lifetime Membership may be presented from time to time by the Society to an individual member or former member of the Society.

To be eligible, the recipient must have provided meritorious service to the Historical Society of Alberta over a period of years.  
The Honorary Lifetime Membership shall be given sparingly and will be most commonly awarded to a lifetime member who is retiring after having 
worked diligently for the Society.

The recipient shall receive a suitable scroll or certificate from the Society.  He or she shall also receive all benefits of full membership in the Society, 
including the quarterly publication, without the payment of annual dues.
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NOMINATION FORM
NOMINATION PROCEDURE
To be considered, each nomination must be accompanied by this nomination form, as well as any further information that may be relevant.

Deadline for nominations is March 15, 2018.

AWARDS CATEGORIES
The criteria describing each of the three award categories will be found on page 9.   
Please indicate below the category chosen for this nomination:

  Annual Award

  Award of Merit

  Honorary Lifetime Membership

NAME OF NOMINEE 
(Please type or print clearly)

Mr./Mrs./Miss/Ms./or Organization:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Address:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Postal Code: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: (Res.) _____________________________________________ (Bus.) ______________________________________________________

Fax: ______________________________________________________E-mail: ______________________________________________________

NAMES(S) OF NOMINATOR(S)
Organization/Individual:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Contact Person (if applicable):

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Address:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Postal Code: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: (Res.) _____________________________________________ (Bus.) ______________________________________________________

E-mail: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: ______________________________________________________

Please return completed form to:

Belinda Crowson, Chair 
Awards Committee 
The Historical Society of Alberta 
P.O. Box 4035, Station C 
Calgary, AB   T2T 5M9
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NOMINEE INFORMATION 

Please provide information, where possible, in the following areas: 
(If you need more space, feel free to attach other sheets, as well as any appropriate accompanying material).

Brief Biography of Nominee:

A description of why this person or organization is being nominated, their roles/accomplishments, and how 

these fit the criteria of the category you have chosen:

Other information or references that might be useful (if you wish):

Thank you.
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AWARDS

ANNUAL AWARDS
1961 Eric L. Harvie, Calgary

1964 James G. MacGregor, Edmonton

1964 Hugh A. Dempsey, Calgary

1965 Kerry Wood, Red Deer

1966 Grant MacEwan, Calgary

1967 Frank Anderson, Calgary

1968 Dr. Jack W. Chalmers, Edmonton

1969 Bruce B. Peel, Edmonton

1970 Malvina Bolus, Winnipeg

1971 Richard Y. Secord, Edmonton

1972 T.R. “Pat” McCloy, Calgary

1973 Alex Johnston, Lethbridge

1974 Dr. Lewis H. Thomas, Edmonton

1975 James Gray, Calgary

1976 Bruce Haig, Lethbridge

1977 Georgeen Barrass, Calgary

1978 Catharine Whyte, Banff

1979 Jim Parker, Edmonton

1980 Dr. Lewis G. Thomas, Edmonton

1981 Grant L. Weber, Calgary

1982 Balmer Wat Family, Edmonton

1983 Sheilagh Jameson, Calgary

1984 Alan Ridge, Edmonton

1985 Lillian Knupp, High River

1986 Mel Hurtig, Edmonton

1987 Carlton Stewart, Lethbridge

1988 William Peters, Calgary

1989 Jim Carpenter, Lethbridge

1990 Charles Denney, Edmonton

1991 Isabel Campbell, Grande Prairie

1992 Elise Corbet, Calgary

1992 Arlene Borgstede, St. Albert

1993 Betty Dahlie, Calgary

1995 Peter D. Hawker, Edmonton

1996 Harold Mitchell, Smoky  Lake

1997 Roberta Ryckman, Calgary

1997 Allan Armstrong, Red Deer

1999  Raymond Maisonneuve, Donnelly

2000  Gerald M. Hutchinson, Edmonton

2001 Georgia Green Fooks, Lethbridge

2002 Pauline Feniak, Warspite

2002   Fred Schutz, Rimbey

2003 F. Marie Dorsey, Edmonton

2003 William Baergen, Stettler

2004 Richard H. Shockley, Lethbridge

2004  Hon. Thelma Chalifoux, Morinville

2005  Clarence (Clancy) Patton, Calgary

2006 David Bly, Calgary

2007  No Awards – Recognition of 100 
Contributors

2008 Senator Joyce Fairbairn

2009 Hon. Peter Lougheed

2010 E.J. (Ted) Hart

2010 Tony Cashman

2011 Joan & Clarence Davis

2011 Jean Johnstone

2012 Lenore Bews McLean

2012 Doug Wilson

2014 Bill Dunn

2014 Sanford and Janice Sanford Beck

2015 Dr. David C. Jones

2015 Dr. David Leonard

2016 Gordon Mackey

2017 Phyllis Arnold

2017 Walt & Irene DeBoni
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AWARDS OF MERIT
1993  Lac La Biche Mission Historical 

Society, Lac La Biche

1997  The Lethbridge Herald, Lethbridge

1999  Smoky River Genealogical & Historical 
Society, Smoky River

2000  Viking Historical Society and The 
Town of Viking, Viking

2001  Old Strathcona Foundation, Edmonton

2002  The Alberta Pioneer Railway 
Association, Edmonton

2003  Big Valley Historical Society

2004  Fort Edmonton Historical Foundation

2005  Alberta Aviation Museum Association

2005  Alberta Prairie Railway Excursions

2006 Gem of the East Museum Society

2007  No Award – Recognition of 100 
Contributors

2008  The Confluence Heritage Society

2009  The Jewish Historical Society of 
Southern Alberta

2009  The Great Canadian Plains Railway 
Society

2010 Legacy Magazine

2011  Prairie Tractor and  
Engine Society

2012  Strome & District  
Historical Society

2012  Spruce Grove & District Agricultural 
Society

2013 Nanton Lancaster Society

2014  Stephan G. Stephansson  
Icelandic Society

2015 No Award

2016  Fort Saskatchewan Historical Society

2016  Fort Macleod Historical Association – 
Fort Museum

2017 No Award

HONOUR ARY LIFETIME 
MEMBERSHIPS
1962 E.S. George, Edmonton

1963 Hugh A. Dempsey, Calgary

1968 James Gray, Calgary

1977 Georgeen Barrass, Calgary

1995 Fred G. Holberton, Calgary

1999 Sheila Johnston, Calgary

2000 Morris Flewwelling, Red Deer

2000  Allen and Shirley Ronaghan, 
Edmonton

2001  Carlton (Carly) Ross Stewart, 
Lethbridge

2001 A.N. Mackie, Q.C., Calgary

2002 Helen LaRose, Edmonton 

2005 Jack and Enid Fitzsimonds 

2006 Ralph L. Erdman, Lethbridge

2006 F. Marie Dorsey, Edmonton

2007 No Award

2008 No Award

2009 Dr. Geoffrey J. Wilson

2010 Donald Hepburn

2011 Trudy Cowan. LL.D.

2012 Linda Collier

2013 Vivian Diane Sampson

2014 No Award

2015 No Award

2016 No Award

2017 No Award
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Central Alberta Historical Society
by Sheila Bannerman

Winter hellos to all from the CAHS!

It doesn’t feel much like winter but we’re 
well into our 2017/2018 speaker series 
and hoping that when winter finally 
does come, that it skips Wednesday, so 
our members and public won’t have to 
miss our winter talks.

Our annual Christmas dinner and talk 
was a sold out evening during which 
we heard about Christmas in Central 
Alberta during WWI, WWII and the 
Cold War years. The highlight of the 
evening was a presentation by Jodi 
Smith of the Harvard Aviation Society, 
talking about aircraft at the Penhold 
base during WWII and the Cold War. 
She even brought samples of airplane 
wing structures and coverings for us 
to pass around. We learned that the 
last Harvard aircraft commissioned in 

Canada was the Harvard that marks 
the entrance 

of our very own airport (YQF). We also  
learned that those airport identifier 
letters are a carryover from the airport’s 
airforce days. Very cool!

We have been enjoying an upswing in 
memberships sold which I believe is a 
clear indication that our advertising 
and particularly social media is having 
a positive impact. We are now just 
under 500 facebook ‘likes’, with quite 
a marked number from within the last 
10 months.

We are also very pleased to thank Mark 
Collings for putting his name forward 
for Vice-President of the CAHS. We 
look forward to formally welcoming 
him at our February board meeting.

All the signs are that this will be a good 
year, and we are looking forward with 
renewed confidence.

Happy New Year to all from the Central 
Alberta Historical Society!!

CHAPTER REPORTS
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Chinook Country Historical Society 
By Walt DeBoni

As we move beyond the celebrations 
of Canada’s sesquicentennial year, we 
should pause for a moment and reflect 
on the importance of understanding 
history, our past successes and 
failures. I hope that we at Chinook 
Country Historical Society continue a 
contribution to that understanding in 
an informative and entertaining way. 
Please help us continue to promote 
a respectful dialogue on history by 
supporting our programs through 
your membership in the Historical 
Society of Alberta and Chinook 
Country Historical Society. Bring 
your friends and neighbours to one 
of our events and encourage them to 
join our organization when you renew 
your membership. The support we 
receive through your membership and 
attendance at our events keeps our 
presenters and organizers energized 
to continue our mutual journey of 
discovery. Refer your friends to the HSA 
website at http://www.albertahistory.
org/about-us/become-a-member/ for 
membership information. This can 
also be accessed through our website: 

www.chinookcountry.org. Alternately, 
you can call the HSA office, 403-261-
3662 for a new membership or for 
renewals.

Our monthly program continues in 
the new year on January 23, 2018 with 
an enticing presentation by Kimberley 
Williams entitled Booze, Broads 
& Brothels: A Spicy, Sex-Positive 
History of Calgary’s (Almost) Oldest 
Profession. Our program continues 
on February 27, 2018 when Michael 
Hawley will shed light on the colourful 
history of Sikh Pioneers in Calgary.

Our Board currently has a vacancy 
and in March 2018, we will be electing 
a new board. We welcome new 
volunteers to serve on the Board and 
in particular, we would appreciate 
someone willing to take on the role of 
Treasurer for next year. Please contact 
any member of the Board for further 
information or send us an email at  
hcw@chinookcountry.org.

Full details of these, and other 

programs, are available on our website.

The Historical Calgary Week 
committee has started planning for 
HCW 2018. A meeting will be held 
with potential partner organizations 
in January to coordinate our activities 
with our 50 partners in this 

endeavour. HCW 2018 will run from 
July 27 through August 6, 2018. We 
appreciate any ideas that you may 
have for presentations, museum visits 
or walking tours. Send your ideas to 
hcw@chinookcountry.org. 



16 

Edmonton & District Historical Society 
by Sean Moir

It has been a very interesting fall in terms 
of activities hosted and sponsored by 
the Edmonton Chapter, starting with a 
Blanket Exercise participatory event in 
September, followed by a presentation 
focusing on Alberta’s labour history 
in October and the showing of the 
Hotel Macdonald 3D film and other 
projects at our annual Christmas Party 
in November. The Blanket Exercise, 
facilitated by Marilyn McSporran and 
Kay Douglas, offered an Indigenous 
perspective on the past 150 years 
of Canada’s history. Chris Neilsen’s 
presentation on Alberta’s labour 
history focused on how past laws 
and regulations have positively and 
negatively affected Albertans. Dylan 
Reade, presented his 3D film about the 
history of the Hotel MacDonald and 
other facets of Edmonton’s settlement 
history (and, yes, we all wore those 
goofy glasses)! All events were well 
attended, notably the Christmas Party 
at the Prince of Wales Heritage Centre, 
drawing more than 100 guests. 

The diversity of presentations will 
continue in the new year – subject 
matter ranging from the history of 
the Al Rashid mosque (Canada’s first 
mosque) to an exploration of the 
marriage and working relationship of 
Charlotte Small and David Thompson, 
to name but a few. Please be sure to 
check our website or your program 
flyer for details about forthcoming 
presentations, the 4th Tuesday of each 
month at Queen Alexandra School, 
Edmonton. (Please note, the EDHS 
AGM/John Rowand Night is set for the 
3rd Tuesday of April, the 17th.)

The EDHS continues to explore 
opportunities to partner and share 
information with different agencies 
- both those directly engaged in 
the “business of history” and those 
who are not, in an effort maximize 
resources, develop new events and 
projects and spread the word about the 
work of the H.S.A. and the EDHS. This 
also includes an ongoing exchange of 
information and invitations among 
the local chapters of those provincially 
wide organizations that benefit from 
funding from the Alberta Historical 
Resources Foundation. 

Behind the scenes, work continues 
on many different fronts, notably the 
following: 

- Preparation of our 2018 budget 
(January-December); 

- Development of a three-year 
strategic plan citing Society priorities 
and actions required to fulfill those 
commitments (such a plan is not only 
needed to ensure sound guidance and 
focus for the Board and Executive of the 
EDHS, but is increasingly a requisite 
document required by many funding 
agencies when applying for grants); 

- Development of a communications 
strategy (plan), that includes specific 
statements and phrasing to be used to 
explain our organization’s mandate 
and purpose of being; 

- Solicitation of proposals for the 
development of a new website; 

- Selection of a theme for our 2018 
Historic Festival/Doors Open event, 

July 2-8 (Details to come), as well as 
preparatory work to hire a festival 
coordinator

- Draft of a new set of bylaws, with 
the intent of presenting these at the 
forthcoming AGM, to replace our 
existing document, dating from April 
1994. 

A quick follow up note on our most 
recent publication, Phyllis Arnold’s The 
Fur Trade in the West – the book was 
selected by the Alberta Book Publishers 
as the best children’s book for 2017 – 
congratulations Phyllis! The Society 
is very proud to have been associated 
with this project. 

And, as always, thanks for engaging 
in Edmonton’s and Alberta’s history 
– through awareness and knowledge 
we gain understanding of our own 
histories and the circumstances of 
others – thanks for coming out and 
supporting the programs and activities 
we put forth.

However you celebrate at this time of 
the year, enjoy the holidays and all the 
best in the New Year.
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Lethbridge Historical Society 
by Belinda Crowson

Who can believe it’s already 2018? 
Well, we at the LHS are ready for it (we 
think).

We held our LHS AGM at the end of 
November. I would like to welcome 
Nicole Bosh, Sarah Burton and Lorien 
Schuld onto the LHS executive as 
directors for the next few years. The 
returning members of our executive are 
Carol Megaw (past president), Bobbie 
Fox (secretary), Hope Wilkie Wiebe 
(treasurer), Judy Robins (director), 
Allan Chiem (director) and Belinda 
Crowson (president). 

In December, our new executive started 
out with an orientation to the society 
and the various projects we have been 
working on and we look forward to 
some new ideas and activities in 2018. 
We’re also looking at more formally 
developing job descriptions for the 
various positions on our executive and 
finding ways to involve members more 
strongly in our activities.

We’re looking forward to some great 
programs over the next few months. 
One of our members, Barbara Tiegs, 
will be sharing stories of Alberta’s 
Special Areas at our January meeting 
and then we’ll all learn more about 
Hardieville — both the history and the 
development of a park on the old Galt 
6 mine site — at our February meeting.

The year ahead looks like it will be both 
busy and fun.

 The Peace Country Historical Society 
by Fran Moore

The year 2017 has seen some changes in 
our society, with a new executive and 
an expanded perspective of enjoying 
our history, both pioneer and natural.

With our beautiful ‘Peace Country’ we 
are striving to get out and enjoy our 
land and the great stories that have 
evolved through time.  

First of all our dedicated our member 
have worked very hard to renew our 
energies with annual, general, board 
and planning meetings.  One big aim 
is that one person has only one job or 
responsibility.   Our Annual Planning 
Meeting was held on November 4th, 
at Centre 2000 in Grande Prairie.  We 
had a look at our short-term and long-
term goals, as well as our budget

Ongoing projects are: 1) managing 
the Peace Country Heritage Fair each 
May, 2) supporting regional projects: 
a) Forestry book by Pat Wearmouth, b) 
the

Steam Course at South Peace 
Centennial Museum, Beaverloge, c) 
the Indigenous Plaque program with 
Grande Prairie Museum, and d) Our 
PCHS Plaque program, expanding to 
locations ‘across the peace’, - first one 
being the ‘DeBolt-Bickell Sawmill’, in 
the hamlet of DeBolt.

Our special events for 2017 were: 1) 
our Historic Gatherings at ‘Historic 
Dunvegan’ in June and at Valhalla 
Centre in September.  Both well 
attended and so very  special to our 
regional heritage,  and 2) the December 
2nd Launch of David Leonard’s 
new book “Lure of the Peace River 
Country”. 

We are not planning any winter 
projects, - with only ‘board meetings’ 
and some of them by email.

Then we will begin 2018, with our AGM 
in April, and a full and very interesting 
spring, summer and fall.   

Plans are as follows for 2018:

a) Heritage Fair in May, 

b) May 19th, Assisting with South 
Peace Regional Archives – in the 
Rupert’s Land   Studies Colloquium, 
in Grande Prairie  (our members 
are also invited to be part and enjoy 
speakers), 

c) July 21st, Annual Family Picnic – at 
Forbes Homestead House, operated by 
Grande Prairie Museum, 

d) September 15/22? - ‘Shaftsbury Trail 
Expedition’  (by bus), 

e) Annual Planning Meeting, Oct. 
20th.

Merry Christmas to members across 
the province & happy/healthy New 
Year 
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Thank You for Your Donation to the HSA and/or Chapters 
September 15, 2017 – December 15, 2017

Anonymous

Jean Wells

Marilyn Caskey

Sarah Carter

Jean Hatlen

Moreen Drabble

E. Margaret Taylor

Ron Williams

Tim O’Grady

Ken Draper

Ellen Gasser

Aileen Pelzer

Ricahrd Klaffke

Leon/Jean Matwe

Hilda Lawson

Robert W. Tannas

William/Joan Lowrie

Mrs. Lois Field

Karen F. Hansen

Dennis/Susan Bjerstedt

Ms. Diane Clark/Dr. Ian Maclachlan

D. Larraine Andrews

Alex Hawkins

Lorenz Dorste

Edward/Eluned (Lee) Smith

William McLean

Masson Family

Arnold/Grace Rumbold

John Maher

Ralph Olson

Shawn Hunter

Marjorie Lilley

Marguerite Watson

Janet Walter

Mark Collings

Marianne Fedori

Margaret Wright

John Brook

John A. Sharpe

Anne Stang

Francetta Reilly

Irene Powell

Grande Prairie & District

  Branch of Alberta  
Genealogical Society

Joyce McElroy

Joseph/Ceres Yurkiw

David/Linda Peyto

Ken/Sheila Grogan

Marion Field

Kate Reeves

Frank/Audrey Miklos

Legacy 2017

John N. Stewart

Barry/Gail Pollock

Frank/Audrey Miklos

Carlton/Barbara Stewart
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BOOK PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION OF ALBERTA
AWARDED THE 

EDMONTON AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
WITH THEIR 2017 CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULT  

BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD FOR:

THE FUR TR ADE IN THE WEST 
by Phyl l is Arnold

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF ALBERTA  
ALSO WON THE TRADE NON FICTION BOOK OF THE 

YEAR AWARD FOR:

EDMONTON HOUSE JOURNALS: 
REPORTS FROM THE SASKATCHEWAN DISTRICT,  

INCLUDING THE BOW RIVER DISTRICT 

By Ted Binnema and Gerhard J. Ens,  
EDITOR DAVID LEONARD

As expressed in the Historical Society Act, (1907 rev. 1972), “The object of the Society shall be to encourage the study of the 
history of Alberta and Canada, to rescue from oblivion the memories of the original inhabitants, the early missionaries, fur 
traders, explorers, and settlers of the north and west of Canada, to obtain and preserve narratives in print, manuscript or 
otherwise of their travels, adventures, labour and observations, to secure and preserve objects generally illustrative of the civil, 
religious, literary and natural history of the country.”
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ACROSS
1.  Former name of the  

Siksika First Nation

6.  Stampeder owner and Lt. Governor 
Normie _______

9.  U.S. mailman's creed "...neither  by 
snow, ___ rain, ____ heat...."

10. Anger; rage

11.  America's 18th President,  
______ S. Grant

12.  Once the mainstay of the Canadian 
economy

13. Colour; shade

14.  _____ the dinosaur, once a major 
attraction at the Calgary zoo

16. Attire; costume

17. A multinational organization (initials)

18. A creed; slogan

21.  Town approximately 90 km south of 
Calgary

23. Profession; lifetime employment

25.  Commanding Officer of Strathcona's 
Horse in the Boer War, Sir ____ Steele

27. A district in SW Calgary (2 words)

30.  A mortgage backed security 
(abbreviation)

31.  Alberta's bird, the great horned ____

32. The first lady

33.  Mt. ______, in Banff National Park

34.  Singer and composer featured by the 
Alberta Ballet Company, ____ John

DOWN
1.  Canada's first 

national park, west 
of Calgary

2.  A city 25 km north 
of Calgary, named 
for a community 
east of Glasgow, 
Scotland

3.  The Roman 
Catholic fraternal 
organization, 
the _____ of 
Columbus

4.  Bob Edwards' 
paper, the Calgary 
Eye ______

5.  Formerly the Sarcee 
First Nation  
(2 words)

6. Inputted? 

7. Wife of Saturn 
(mythology)

8. Windy; stormy

15.  One of the 'must-
sees' in Paris  
(two words)

16.  A popular summer event in Edmonton 
and Calgary (2 words)

18.  "Mama ___!"

19.  Hockey star, Bobby ____

20.  A political organization representing 
over 900,000 indigenous people, the 
___ of First Nations

22.  An electrical unit

24.  A mountain pass visible from Lake 
Louise

26.  A community 8 km north of Leduc

28.  Commander of the British forces 
on the Plains of Abraham, General 
_____

29.  Alberta's 12th premier, Ralph _____

30. To spoil; damage
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