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MDD1: CONTEXTUAL FACTORS
MDD Standard
The teacher candidate collects data regarding the institutional and classroom contexts, the characteristics of the pupils as a group and its diversity, using this information to plan and deliver instruction.

1. Community in which the school is located and/or serves, municipality or owner and school factors: 
Universidad Católica de la Santísima Concepción is a traditional and private university which was founded by decree of the Archbishop of Concepción on July 10th, 1991. The university is located in Alonso de Ribera #2850 Concepción, Chile.
UCSC is an institution with legal personality under public law; moreover, it is autonomous and it is also member of the Consejo de Rectores de Universidades Chilenas, Agrupación de Universidades Regionales de Chile, Red Universitaria G9 y la Federación Internacional de Universidades Católicas. Universidad Católica de la Santísima Concepción currently counts with several facilities such as the Theological Institute, Technological Institute, Law, Science, Education, Engineering, Medicine, Economics and Management and Communication Sciences, History and Social Sciences. 
UCSC is a tertiary level education establishment whose activities are based on the Apostolic Constitution Ex Corde Ecclesiae of the Pope Juan Pablo II.
This institution possesses an academic community of high standards and it is under continuous improvement. Universidad Católica de la Santísima Concepción aims to prepare people within a framework of closeness, acceptance and support to their academic and personal needs.
UCSC drives from the creation and application of knowledge by making contributions to our socio-cultural context including economic, scientific and moral aspects of the country.
	UCSC
	

	Type of University
	Traditional, private.

	Founded
	July, 10th. 1991

	Address
	Alonso de Ribera #2850, Concepción. Bio Bio, Chile.

	Teachers
	441, full time.

	Student population
	11503

	Head Master
	Juan Miguel Cancino Cancino

	Affiliations
	G9, CRUCH



1.1. How These Factors May Impact My Lessons:
Knowing the standards of the university and the morals it promotes is of extreme importance when planning a class. In this case USCS is a university target for students who have Christian values and want to be trained at an institution with high educational standards along with the prestige that brings studying at an educational establishment that is part of the CRUCH.
With those facts in mind we need to consider that we are dealing with highly capable students who are expecting the most challenging and proper education which also has to denote not only quality but good results on their professional training. 

2. Student Characteristics and Their Instructional Implications
2.1. Description of First Characteristic of Student(s) in this Class
Level of Proficiency
The first characteristic that called our attention in one girl of the classroom was her proficiency when reading a passage in English; moreover, we think that her reading and speaking skill were very advanced for the level of English of the course in general.


2.1.1. [bookmark: _GoBack]How This Characteristic Will Impact my Lesson
We believe that such feature will increase the level of proficiency use when planning a class. Overall, the other students seemed to be at the same level, which means that we could use a wider range of vocabulary and even more difficult tasks or activities. The main idea is to challenge our student’s English; therefore, it is best to identify their level in order to plan proper classes. If we were to plan a class without this factor in consideration our “tutorias” could turn into a disaster. We could easily bore our students or discourage them to come to class again.
1. 
2. 
2.2. Description of Second Characteristic of Students in this Class:

Motivation
Another outstanding feature on our student was her commitment to the class. This module in particular consisted on several tasks in which the students were left on their own to fulfill. We could see that most students and “her” in particular, were completely advocated to the activities and finished them right on time.

1. 
2.2.1. How This Characteristic Will Impact my Lesson:
This feature has a huge impact on our lesson planning, due to the fact that it provides us assurance that class participation will run smoothly. To have committed and motivated students opens new windows of learning. It makes us be more creative when planning since there is a certainty that we are dealing with a class that is willing to pay attention and work when needed in order to learn.  



3. Physical Aspects of the Classroom and Their Instructional Implications

2. 
3. 
3.1. Description of First Physical Aspect
Technology
The first physical aspect we could observe in our classroom is the use of technologic devices, such as computer and data show. The teacher had all the class material prepared in the computer, she presented the worksheets, listening exercises, and PPT presentations in front of the whole class through the data show.  
3.1.1. How This Aspect Will Impact My Lesson:
The use of technologic devices makes the class more structured in the way that the teachers can monitor if everything is going on as planned. The use of technology in the classroom, and the fact that it is integrated into the lesson, makes the learners more excited to participate in the class activities.  It is the role of the teacher to create a safe learning atmosphere, thus classroom management, and the use of technology ensures the teacher that the lesson is effective.
3.2. Description of Second Physical Aspect
Siting Arrangements
A second physical aspect which is very important is the distribution of the classroom and the sitting arrangements. 
3.2.1. How This Aspect Will Impact My Lesson:
The sitting arrangements in this particular class are not completely organized or structured; students sit in the same place during the lesson, however; they move a little to work in groups or in pairs if the teacher demands so. 
The sitting arrangements we could observe in the class, were adequate enough for the teacher to move around and monitor students work at all times. 


4. Reflects on the importance of knowing about students and the context to provide quality teaching 
Knowing some important information about our students, and their level of English is essential for us to prepare our lessons in a near future. A proper lesson should include tasks and activities according to the level of English of our students; thus, it is our responsibility to understand the context in which they are inserted, the way they learn English and how we could implement all of this into a lesson in order to help them to improve their level of proficiency in the subject. 

We also need to keep in mind that this particular subject may not be of their highest interest. We are dealing with an engineer major; therefore, they will be more open to learn the language through task based or a communicative approach rather than just learning grammar or native speaker’s pronunciation. We ought to plan dynamic and interactive classes
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