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What Do These Photos Have In Common? 

These three photos have something very significant in 

common. They represent what most people will tell you 

is very special about Rancho Murieta. That would be 

our fabulous ETC summer concert series , the fantastic 

4th of July festivities, i.e. parade, carnival, fireworks, 

etc., and our beautiful lakes and open spaces (Lake 

Chesbro shown here). There are, of course, many other 

features that make Rancho Murieta special, such as, 

Summerfest, the Country Club with two 18-hole golf 

courses,  Sunday evening Food Trucks, the extensive 

trails, wildlife, and expansive heritage oaks, and, for 

sure, the Cosumnes River.   All the environmental 

beauty and expansive wilderness just steps away from 

most neighborhoods is truly unique and special, and so 

important for us to find a way to preserve as much of it 

as possible.  Allowing the approx. 300 acres of trails, 

oaks, and abundant wildlife around our back lakes to be 

rezoned from agriculture to housing would really be a 

huge mistake and travesty for our community. Anyone 

that believes it is beneficial to our community to allow 

some 300+ houses to be built around our back lakes is 

so wrong. The impact would be enormous, to say 

nothing of how dangerous it will be to our water 

supply. 

 Our beautiful lakes serve as reservoirs for our water 

supply.  Housing development brings many 

environmental impacts, and one of the most significant 

impacts will be that on our water supply. There will be 

an increased demand for water as well as a constant threat of contamination from all the chemicals utilized 

during housing development.  CSD can say all they want about how safe our water supply is, but our 

environmental scientist/SOLOS members say that asbestos is highly prevalent in the soil around our lakes, and 

the yard insecticides and poisonous asphalt runoff can be challenging to contain and dangerous factor to the 

water supply as a result of development.    Do we really want these risk factors to be permitted?  We say, “no 

way.”  So, SOLOS continues to pursue other options to development of the acreage around our back lakes. 

SOLOS believes that this beautiful area should be a Preserve, protected and maintained for the enjoyment of all 
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residents. Cramming it with houses, streets, and automobiles, increased traffic, and people to manage is not an 

asset for our community and will do nothing to enhance your property value.  In fact, just the opposite will most 

certainly occur. The economic law of “supply and demand” will surely prevail…….. i.e. as the supply of houses 

increases, the demand for houses will decrease, and that means the value of your property will decrease.  Think 

about it.   

     

We Are Not Alone…………………………………..Conservation Is A National Priority  

The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) is 

so amazing in all that is does to work with 

hundreds of conservation organizations 

across the nation and in important areas of 

the world to support and foster wildlife 

preservation, habitat rehabilitation and 

conservation.  Most of their many projects 

are vast and complicated with highly 

significant impacts on the regions and even 

the world. Rancho Murieta’s little dot on 

the map surely isn’t an area that would 

conjure up much attention from such huge 

conservation projects, or would it?   

In this month’s National Wildlife Magazine 

edition, Collin O’Mara, NWF President 

shares the map shown here to illustrate the 

collective effort put forth by so many 

organizations that have demanded that 

Congress take action to save dwindling 

wildlife and their habitats.  

This is actually an updated version of a 

1936 classic cartoon created by J.N. 

“Ding” Darling, a renowned 

conservationist. Darling’s map and its 

modern day portrayal emphasizes the 

importance of building “a conservation 

army that unites all Americans” to 

overcome today’s wildlife crisis.  SOLOS 

would really like to unite all RM residents 

to join us and focus on conservation efforts 

in our own community. Preserving our lakes, trails and open spaces, wildlife habitats, and protecting our water 

will take a “conservation army” in Rancho Murieta.  Just take a closer look at this map and see how many 

different groups are interested in these same goals. 
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SAVE THE DATE………..   Wednesday, Sept. 27, 7:15-8:30 PM at the RMA Bldg. 

SOLOS Meet & Greet and Presentation by Representatives from the Cosumnes River Watershed 

Coalition (CRWC), a 3 year old, very robust affiliation of volunteers and non-profit organizations that does 

watershed-scale water quality, temperature, and flow monitoring, actively engages in groundwater management, 

and also pursues programs that assure a sustained salmon fishery in the Cosumnes.   

 

WILDFIRE, NOT SO WILD, HITS RANCHO 

MURIETA ON JULY 26
TH

 

It’s hard to believe this 1000 acre fire was a wildfire 

when temperatures were still in the 90’s and there 

was not a cloud in the sky.  So lightning or 

spontaneous combustion most certainly should be 

ruled out. Therefore negligence, or even worse, 

arson, will most likely be investigated. It is really 

unbelievable now that people still carelessly toss 

their burning cigarette butts out of their cars. And, 

even harder to believe there are people purposely 

starting fires in our parched wooded grasslands.  

However, it appears to be fairly prevalent according 

to most insurance investigators and law enforcement 

officials.  This ominous fire was in the Deer Creek 

Hills Preserve just behind our Lake Calero. The land 

in the foreground that you are looking at is part of 

the newly proposed Rancho North Properties 

development project, Village G.  Villages D-H, in 

close proximity to this fire, with some 300+ houses 

would need to be evacuated if this fire were to occur 

after they are built.  Everyone would be pouring out 

onto the one or two streets that will be available for 

residents to drive to and from this back lake area. 

All the more reason why the land in these parcels is 

better off as a continuous preserve, rather than 

developed housing. Housing in this area would not 

be appropriate for development, and emergency 

services would be very difficult to provide. 

 

 

VISIT THE NEW SOLOS WEBSITE AT…..  

 solosrm.org and get up to date info, make a donation, Join SOLOS, get contact info, view photos of our 

beautiful lakes and open spaces, and read letters from other SOLOS members and residents. Help us grow our 

membership by encouraging your RM friends and neighbors to join SOLOS. 


