
         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

The Greater Allen 

Development Corporation 

is proud to present 

its 

Historic 

Crane Creek Founders 

Heritage Festival 
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Greater Allen Development 

Corporation, a 501(c)(3) 

organization, extends special 

thanks for the generosity  

of its sponsors. 

 

 



 
History/Purpose 

 

Three Black freedmen: Wright Brothers, Peter 
Wright and Balaam Allen settled in Florida 
along the banks of the river that is now known 
as Crane Creek. Each of these men received 
property on the north and south sides of Crane 
Creek. According to the 1880 census of Brevard 
County there were just five Black men who 
were heads of families. Three of them were 
Wright, Allen, and Brothers.  

In 1884, in a tiny house on the southern banks 
of Crane Creek, Wright and Mary Brothers, 
Robert and Carrie Lipscomb, and Balaam and 
Salina Allen met for the purpose of organizing 
a place of worship for themselves and others of 
the Black community. In 1885, the first church 
structure for Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church was 
built on the northern end of what is now 
Lipscomb Street. This was Melbourne’s first 
house of worship. Greater Allen Chapel will 
celebrate 132 years of service to the community 
in February of 2017. 

Given the history of Crane Creek, now known 
as Melbourne, and the presence of the earliest 
Black settlers, Greater Allen Development 
Corporation is hosting its Historic Crane Creek 
Founders Heritage Festival to increase 
awareness for African American culture and 
history and the role it played in the 
development of the city of Melbourne and to 
provide future community enrichment 
activities.  

 

  Greater Allen 

Development Corporation 
 

Mission Statement  
To create stable, vibrant and healthy 
communities by developing, furnishing and 
operating affordable, program-enriched 
housing for families, seniors, and people with 
special needs, who lack economic resources to 
access quality, safe housing opportunities. 
 

Vision 
Greater Allen Development Corporation is 
working to create a more humane world where 
poverty is alleviated, communities are healthy 
and all people can develop their full potential. 
We believe that affordable housing and 
supportive programs improve the economic 
status of residence, transform neighborhoods 
and stabilize lives.  
 

Guiding Principles  
In accordance with our mission and vision, 
Greater Allen Development Corporation has 
identified the following organizational 
outcomes that guide the whole of our work. 

• Increase the availability of affordable 
rental housing for low and     moderate-
income households in our   area. 

• Ensure that quality and affordable 
housing stock exist in our area for the 
long term. 

• Reduce the devastating consequences of 
homelessness experienced by those 
directly impacted, as well as the 
community as a whole. 

  

 

    

 

 


