
File a Public Comment! 
 
The HHS-OCR-CRF Division portal is not properly set up to receive complaints for parents and 
students affected by mandatory vaccines for education. Or any other vaccine situation not directly 
involving a medical provider. On January 26, 2018 a request for Public Comment was issued to 
submit comments to the Federal Register.  
 
Please follow the instruction below to submit your online Comment to help make a space for your 
vaccine related complaints in the new CRF Division. 
 

1. Go To: Federal Register and paste in search bar: HHS-OCR-2018-0002, ‘Protecting 
Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority’  

2. Click on the Green Box to submit your comment 
------------------------------- 
I have the following comments and suggestions to expand and include parents, students and 
children regarding vaccination rights violations. 
 
Currently, complaints are not allowed on the HHS-OCR-CRF Division online portal as it does not 
provide the necessary options to file a complaint for a denial of education from parents, adult 
students, children, teachers, and school students due to vaccination beliefs. 
 
Additionally, complaints can not be heard for vaccine-related situations from food stamp (SNAP) 
programs and other state and federally funded services, until full vaccine compliance is met.  
 
Many fear state drivers licenses and other state services and insurances will be denied if adult 
mandatory vaccine schedules are not met.  
 
College and University Students 
Physicians and Nurses 
Hospital Employment in General 
Any other Place of Employment 
Military Personnel 
Civil Servants 
Veterans 
Recipients of Government Benefits (ex., Food Stamps, Medical) 
Right to Travel 
Immigrants 
 
Protections from discrimination for health care entities and professionals, adults, 
parents, students, children and individuals who object to furthering or participating in 
vaccination under state mandates or federal programs due to Conscience, Moral or 
Religious Beliefs. 
 

 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/01/26/2018-01226/protecting-statutory-conscience-rights-in-health-care-delegations-of-authority#open-comment
https://www.regulations.gov/


As noted in the HHS Notice, 

“In the regulation of health care, the United States has a long history of providing 

conscience-based protections for individuals and entities with objections to certain activities 

based on religious belief and moral convictions.” 

“The freedoms of conscience and of religious exercise are foundational rights protected by 

the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and by Federal statutes. These laws ensure … 

that, as a general matter, the Federal government (or any entity receiving any benefits 

therefrom) may not discriminate against its citizens for the views they hold. … Specifically, 

this proposed rule concerns Federal laws that provide …  

○ Conscience protections related to Global Health Programs to the extent 

administered by the Secretary (22 U.S.C. 7631(d); Consolidated 

Appropriations Act, 2017, Pub. L. 115-31, Div. J, Tit. VII, sec. 7018 [Helms 

Amendment]). 

○ Exemptions from compulsory health care or services generally (42 U.S.C. 

1396f & 5106i(a)(1)), and under specific programs for hearing screening 

(42 U.S.C. 280g-1(d)), occupational illness testing (29 U.S.C. 669(a)(5)); 

vaccination (42 U.S.C. 1396s(c)(2)(B)(ii)), and mental health 

treatment (42 U.S.C. 290bb-36(f)).” 

○  

 

 REQUEST #1 

As to the intent to modify Section 88.2, Definitions, I recommend that the definition of 

“individual” for purposes of this Part in the proposed regulations, that such definition include 

the definition as noted in 1 U.S.C. 1, which reads in part: 

“The words “person” and “whoever” include corporations, companies, 

associations, firms, partnerships, societies, and joint stock companies, as well as 

individuals,” to include the related definition of “individual” as used in 1 U.S.C. 8(a), which 

reads in part, 

“In determining the meaning of any Act of Congress, or of any ruling, regulation, 

or interpretation of the various administrative bureaus and agencies of the United 

States, the words “person”, “human being”, “child”, and “individual”, shall include 

every infant member of the species homo sapiens who is born alive at any stage of 

development.” 

In other words, the mandate for HHS Civil Rights Division, in particular through its new 

Conscience and Religious Freedom Division (for some reason not named in the HHS Notice) 

should be of a broad scope, as noted in the HHS Notice, where it states that the intent of 

this new enforcement effort is to provide “conscience-based protections for individuals 

and entities with objections to certain activities based on religious belief and 

moral convictions,” to include protection from any covered entity, including health and 

education departments and agencies, from discriminating against adults and children for not 

vaccinating based on their religious beliefs and moral convictions. An example of such 

required and mandated HHS protection would be in helping school-age children attend 

school regardless of their vaccination status if such vaccination is against their parent’s 

conscience and religious freedom rights and beliefs. 

It is noted here that all local and states schools that receive any benefits from HHS, 

in any form, directly or indirectly, are “covered entities” that must be subjected to 

HHS policy and rulemaking in order to receive such benefits and funds. HHS “seeks 

to more effectively and comprehensively enforce Federal health care conscience and 



associated anti-discrimination laws. Specifically, the Department proposes to grant its Office 

for Civil Rights (OCR) overall responsibility for ensuring that the Department, its 

components, HHS programs and activities, and those who participate in HHS programs or 

activities comply with these Federal laws.”  

1. HHS has created a portal to submit such complaints as contemplated in the HHS 

Notice, but such portal is inappropriately designed so that certain persons, adults 

and children, who may be affected by actions of the HHS “Covered Entities” which 

receive funding from HHS and other federal agencies, are excluded from being 

able to file electronically.  

Specifically, in the case of a parent whose only claim of conscience, moral and religious 

violation is based on a local school not allowing their child to attend school without some 

required vaccinations or a medical exemption, when going through the electronic portal 

question and answer process (https://ocrportal.hhs.gov/ocr/smartscreen/main.jsf), it gets 

to Question 4 – “Do you think a school or education program is discriminating against you?” 

if you answer yes, Question 5 asks “Is your complaint related to a nursing school, medical 

school, dental school, other health-professional programs, or employment programs 

required by state human service agencies?”  

If the parent as described above answers NO, because his complaint is about her child not 

going to school, the system then replies “We’re sorry we can’t help you; however, you 

may want to contact the U.S. Department of Education.  
 

REQUEST #2  

I hereby request that HHS Civil Rights Division and any involved subdivision therein modify 

the “File a Complaint Online” procedure noted in the Conscience and Religious Freedom 

Division webpage, so that if a person chooses NO on Question 5, that instead of directing 

that person to the DOEd as noted above, that it redirect that person to an additional 

question, asking “Has or will your child be deprived of education due to your opposition to 

vaccination based on Conscience and Religious Freedom rights and beliefs?”  

If the person answers YES, it must allow and direct such person to proceed to file the 

complaint.  

Because there may be other persons affected and not considered by HHS as a potential 

candidate for a complaint through this electronic portal, if the person answers NO, then such 

person should be taken to a new page that states as follows: “We might not be able to help 

you. If you think you have a valid reason and complaint why HHS should assist you in any 

claims of conscience and religious freedom rights and beliefs violation because the entity 

violating or threatening to violate your rights may be under our jurisdiction to investigate 

and take action against, then click here to FILE A COMPLAINT (LINK).”  

As noted in the HHS Notice, “The freedoms of conscience and of religious exercise 

are foundational rights protected by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 

and by Federal statutes” and HHS has a responsibility to take action against any entity 

violating these rights. 

 

 
 
------------------ 
4. Fill in your info and proceed to submit your Comment. 
5. Thank you. 

https://ocrportal.hhs.gov/ocr/smartscreen/main.jsf

