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Fraternity Celebrates 157th 
Anniversary Convention

The Fraternity’s 157th Anniversary Convention 
was held in Chicago June 29 - July 1. The Convention is 
the largest gathering of brothers to conduct the 
business of the organization over the course of several 
days’ programming. Voting privileges are extended to 
chapters, alumni associations and most members of the 
Official Family per Fraternity Laws. Chapters are 

required to send at least one delegate to the 
convention. Each chapter and alumni association gets 
one vote. 

Our Association was well represented by our 
President, Brother Dick Troncone (CA-TH ’65), 
who gives us a detailed report on the following page.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Adam Porter (CA-TH ’02), 
Austin Evans (WI-AL ’05) and I 
just returned from the 157th 
Anniversary Convention of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon, which was held at 
the Intercontinental Hotel in 
Chicago. In attendance were over 
325 delegates, together with an 
additional 125 family members and 
guests. Convention activities 

included five General (Plenary) Sessions, Committee 
Meetings, a tour of the recently remodeled Fraternity 
HQ in Evanston and the Closing Banquet. During the 
three day convention, elections were held for the 
Supreme Council, ΣAE Foundation Trustees and 
Financial & Housing Corporation Directors. In 
addition, the delegates voted on 52 Fraternity Law 
Proposals. 

I personally served on the Fraternity Laws 
Committee, which reviewed all the proposals, over a 
two day period, and made recommendations, for and 
against each one of them. This was a very time 
consuming, but interesting task. Most of the proposals 
were, what I would describe as, housekeeping items.  
However there was one controversial proposal, which 
was saved for last and generated the most discussion.  
The proposal, put forward by the Fraternity’s General 
Counsel, would make Alcohol Free Housing (AFH) 
mandatory at all chapters. This was in response to the 
numerous lawsuits, due to alcohol-related incidents, the 
Fraternity has been hit with and an effort to reduce 
chapter risk management fees. Per Fraternity Law, 
undergraduate chapters hold two thirds of votes and it 
was clear that many chapters (and some alumni) were 
not in favor of going “dry”. Many felt this was a “one 
size fits all” solution, which was unworkable in many 
instances. Surprisingly the vote was almost equally split 
between “yays” and “nays”, but a two thirds vote is 
required.

Outgoing Eminent Supreme Archon, Ken Tracey, 
reported ΣAE is in fine shape at the present time, with 
230 Chapters, 13 Colonies, 13,274 undergrads, 223 
Alumni Associations and 200,000 living alums. There 
have been 4,300 initiates each year, for the last 3 years. 
This high number of initiates has been accomplished 

only two other times since 1967. Also of note is 15 
chapters have been chartered in the last 2 years.  

The elections went pretty much as anticipated, with 
most candidates running unopposed. The one 
exception was the race for Eminent Supreme 
Chronicler, the entry level position on the Supreme 
Counsel, which generated three candidates. The winner 
was Michael Corelli (Northern Illinois ’01), former 
Director of Extension for ΣAE. Our new Eminent 
Supreme Archon is Brother Brad Cohen (Arizona ’85), 
who is known to many of us. Brad and his family reside 
in Newport Beach and, as a result, the 2015 convention 
will be held there. This will be a great opportunity for 
us to participate in the Fraternity Convention, without 
having to fly across the country.  

During the Third Plenary Session, a number of 
awards were handed out. Winner of the “Outstanding 
House Corporation Award” was our own Cal Theta 
Chapter House Corp. Congratulations are in order to 
Brothers Gary Losey (CA-TH ’79), Mike Matson 
(CA-TH ’70) and Dick Lareau (CA-BE ’54), who 
have worked tirelessly to improve the chapter house at 
San Diego State. I would like to single out Gary for 
special recognition. He has been the driving force in the 
remodeling project, since he succeeded me as House 
Corp. President in 2009.  

Finally I would like to comment on our visit to the 
Fraternity Headquarters. After a $2.0 million 
remodeling project, the Levere Memorial Temple and 
the Fraternity offices look incredible. No other 
fraternity or sorority has a headquarters, which even 
comes close to ours. If you ever find yourself in the 
Evanston/Chicago area, I strongly recommend you visit 
the Temple. It is another reason why Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon is the greatest fraternity among the Greek 
community. I should point out that, while $2.0 million 
has been spent, that entire amount has been not raised.  
Contributions are currently being solicited and I 
encourage you to make a tax deductible gift. Details 
can be found on www.sae.net. 

	

ØA,
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W h e n B r o t h e r M a r k 
McLaren (CA-TH ’69) was 
a sophomore at SDSU he 
knew there was more to 
college life than being a 
student athlete. He had 
earned a p lace on the 
Freshman crew team and the 
Dean’s list, but felt it was time 

to expand his social activities 
as well.

“I thought about rushing a fraternity and was 
considering ΣAE and a couple of others,” Mark  
recalled. “Mike Drake (CA-TH ‘68) and the late 
Tom Pittsford (CA-TH ‘67) convinced me that ΣAE 
was the way to go. I’ve never looked back.”

Mark quickly embraced the ΣAE brotherhood. “I 
enjoyed all of it so much,” he said. “It was a great 
experience, living and socializing with such a diverse 
group of guys.” He was also an active active. In addition 
to enjoying the occasional party, Mark helped Brother 
Mike Matson (CA-TH ’70) build our iconic lions and 
also served as pledge trainer with Dave Dibble (CA-
TH ’69).

Upon graduation in 1969, he benefitted from the 
ΣAE network. Although Mark initially considered being 
a stockbroker or an attorney, he followed a different 
career path. “I decided to focus on financial analysis, 
which would capitalize on my economics major and 
math background. Brothers Dick Troncone (CA-TH 
’65) and Pittsford were both with Union Bank in Los 
Angeles and said the bank had a great training 
program, so I decided to start my career there.”

After moving back to San Diego as a real estate 
lender for the bank, he had an opportunity to move 
into real estate development. “I was fascinated by the 
business and accepted an offer to join one of my 
borrowers in development. That was my start as a 
developer.”

Over a 40-year span, Mark has enjoyed success as a 
commercial property developer and investor, 
specializing in office buildings and retail centers 
throughout San Diego County. “Commercial 
development has definitely been challenging at times, 

particularly during the several real estate downturns,” 
he said. “But it’s been a personally and financially 
rewarding profession. I have especially enjoyed the 
creative side of the business, where for example, you 
can take a rundown property and turn it into a 
successful business center.”

A key turning point in Mark’s career occurred 
when he partnered with a San Diego-based developer 
who specialized in the redevelopment of foreclosed 
office and industrial buildings in Austin, Texas. “It was a 
major transition and challenge for me, requiring weekly 
commutes from San Diego,” he said. “But I learned a 
great deal and it was a big boost to my overall success 
following the financial train wreck of the late 1980s and 
early 1990s in my home town.”

In addition to the many projects he coordinated in 
Texas, Mark also was responsible for overseeing 
development of numerous San Diego area buildings, 
including several in the Carlsbad Research Center.

Other professional milestones included his 
founding First Landmark Financial, a mortgage 
brokerage firm, and being appointed regional director 
of the Owens Financial Group (Walnut Creek), a large 
commercial private lender.

In 2010, Mark thought it was time to slow down, 
although he was reluctant to actually retire. “I had been 
working since high school and knew I wasn’t going to 
be able to just stop,” he said. “I didn’t want to have too 
much down time.”

As Mark was considering his next move, another 
door opened—a special chance to use his development 
experience and give back to the community. He was 
accustomed to volunteering for worthwhile causes, 
having already been involved with such groups as Junior 
Achievement, Downtown San Diego Rotary Club and 
their Camp Enterprise for students. He felt that his 
busy career had made it difficult for him to do enough 
for the community. So when the board of directors of 
the Monarch School—established for young people 
impacted by homelessness—asked for his help, he 
readily agreed. They wanted him to help coordinate the 
development of their new school in downtown San 
Diego. His initial commitment of a few hours a week 
soon evolved into the demanding role as the Facilities 

BRO PRO-FILES:  MARK MCLAREN - BY DAVID ROBINSON (CA-TH ’71)

Mark McLaren Developed a Successful Career & More
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Committee chair and a 50-hour work week. “It was all 
consuming and at times very stressful, but the board 
and the kids were counting on the new school to open 
so it was most definitely worthwhile,” he emphasized.

After more than three years of work involving site 
location, entitlements, financing, fundraising, plan 
approvals and construction, the new Monarch School 
finally opened in East Village this past May. “I was very 
relieved when we had the ribbon cutting and the 
school actually started,” Mark said. “It was a great 
privilege to have been there to head up the school 
development. It is such a worthy cause and was a true 
labor of love for me.”

Of course, Mark is still not the retiring type. “I’m 
already restless and looking for something else to do 
part time,” he said.

Meanwhile, he has some extra hours to spend with 
Kathy (Little Sister of Minerva, Pi Phi), his wife of 44 
years, his two adult sons and three grandchildren, all of 
whom live nearby. He’ll also be able to more fully enjoy 
his interests of golf, rough water swimming, traveling 
and wining/dining with his couples dinner group, whose 
members include brothers Troncone, Tom Gable 
(CA-TH ‘66) and Bob Cleator (CA-TH ‘67), and a 
“token” Sigma Chi. “We formed the group 40 years 
ago,” Mark explained. “It is yet another way that ΣAE 
has enriched my life. Through the fraternity I’ve 
developed a wonderful group of friends, many of whom 
I see at the monthly luncheons and Founders’ Day. I can 
say without reservation that ΣAE vastly improved the 
quality of my life.”

BRO PRO-FILES (CONT.)

CAL THETA (SDSU) - BY BY NICK WRIGHT, EA

California Theta concluded the 
academic year at a great 
place . We are proud to 
announce we won the IFC 
Sports Banner after winning 
the Volleyball championship 
against our close competitors 
Phi Kappa Theta. The last time 
we won was in 2008 and we 

are proud to bring the banner back into ΣAE. We also 
submitted our Accreditation to the school and are 
expecting a good chance to qualify for this year’s Dean 
Cup. Accreditation emphasized campus involvement 
along with community service, and we proudly 
accomplished over 10 hours of community service per 
member, totaling well over 1,000 hours for spring 
semester. 

We currently have 28 members occupying the 
house over summer-break and our Housing 
Corporation is in the midst of remodeling the Kitchen, 
along with 3 other rooms. Starting August 1st, we will 
have all rooms filled in the house and will be preparing 
for Fall Rush. Cal Theta is eager to welcome new 
members into the fraternity and expand our presence 
on campus. 

Although most members traveled to their home 
cities for the summer, we are all anxious to return and 
prepare for our member retreat. Leaving off last 
semester with strong bonds and brotherhood we are 
all ready to reunite in San Diego soon. 

Phi Alpha,

Nick Wright

Chapter Reports

http://www.saesd.org
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This year California Alpha-
Gamma is striving to excel in 
all aspects of the fraternity. The 
Chapter’s current cumulative 
GPA is 2.78, which is .02 below 
the men’s average at CSUSM. 
With the help of all brothers, 
especially our academic chair, 
we are going to have weekly 

study hours and study session to help our brothers 
succeed inside the classroom and exceed the current 
GPA. Philanthropy and community service are focus 
areas next year. Our featured events for 2013-14 
include: 1) Rebuilding the East: Efforts to support 
victims of Super Storm Sandy, 2) Crohns and Colitis 

Foundation, 3) Children’s Miracle Network and 4) 
Monthly beach cleanup at our adopted site-Moonlight 
State Beach.

We will also continue to send brothers to 
National and local leadership events; an ongoing 
CSUSM tradition. For the third year in a row we plan 
to hold our annual Formal at the Disneyland Resort 
and Hotel. All of this shows that the Chapter is 
committed to continue to strive to be the best on 
campus and in the nation. The Chapter will also be 
working on more Alumni events this year. We plan to 
have BBQ’s, sporting events, and brotherhood activities 
during 2013-14. 

Phi Alpha,
Michael Robert McKinney

Chapter Reports (Cont.)

CAL ALPHA GAMMA(SAN MARCOS) - BY MICHAEL MCKINNEY, EA

Brothers,

This has been quite an exciting 
Spring quarter. First of all, I 
would like to announce and 
congratulate our newly initiated 
Zeta class as brothers of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon. These eleven men 
have distinguished themselves 
w i t h i n o u r c h a p t e r a n d 

community, and I have no doubt they will continue to 
lead our chapter. With the initiation of our Zeta pledge 
class, our chapter has grown to fifty eight active 
members just a year after our chartering. 

Our chapter has been extremely involved in both 
fraternity and our Greek community this quarter. 
Overall we had strong participation in six other 
chapter philanthropies despite our very packed 
schedule. In addition, we participated in Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon’s TG Day of Service, coordinating with San 
Diego Wildlife officers to set up community service. 
Again our chapter ranks among the highest in the 
Greek community in scholarship with a very 
commendable 3.1 GPA overall. We appointed our first 
Sweetheart, Aleksandra Smiljic, a lovely lady whose 
involvement and support of our chapter is truly 
inspiring to all of us. Lastly, we have our new chapter 

advisor, Mickey Yraceburn, who’s wisdom has been a 
very big help to both myself and the chapter, and I look 
forward to working with him for the next year.

To end this quarter, we had our first annual Alumni 
Weekend the last weekend of May. The busy weekend 
began with the initiation of Zeta class early Saturday 
morning, a senior sendoff banquet Saturday evening, 
followed by a Paddy Murphy celebration and finally an 
alumni mixer on Sunday. Dozens of Cal Chi alumni 
joined us from across the country during our Alumni 
weekend, and a big thanks goes out to Tom Toxby for 
his much needed help in planning and organizing the 
weekend! It was great seeing our newest Alumni group 
of 2013 joining them in the next stage of their 
membership in Sigma Alpha Epsilon. These eight 
graduating seniors will be missed, their contributions 
to our chapter as students were indispensable and we 
look forward to their guidance as alumni.

I would like to personally thank all of our brother 
alumni for their continued support as we continue our 
journey forward.

 

Have a great summer and Phi Alpha!

-Kevin Nevalsky, Eminent Archon, Cal-Chi

CAL CHI (UCSD) - BY KEVIN NEVALSKY, EA
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ABBOTT, PAT
ANES, PAUL
ARMSTRONG, BRENT
ARRINGTON, FRANK 
BAKER, SAMUEL
BAMBERG, DAN
BARNES, BRAD
BARTLEET, RON
BEE, CLIFF
BELLING, PHIL
BLACK, STEVE
BOLLERT, STEVE
BORZI, JAY
BOYCE, JIM
BOYLE, MIKE
BRIGHTON, CARL
BROWN, FRANK
BRUNETTO, STEFANO
BURDICK, JIM
BYROADS, JEFF
CALVERT, CHRIS
CAMPBELL, FRANK
COE, THURSTON
COOVER, RON
CRANE, JIM
CRINGAN, GARY
DAVIS, DAVE
DICKS, MICHAEL
DOHERTY GREGG
DRAKE, MIKE
DUERKS, BRAD
EHRHARDT, ROSS
EVANS, AUSTIN

FARIS, TED
FARRAGE, JOE
FLYNN, RUSS
GABLE, TOM
GAINES., FRANK
GERDAU, KEN
GILBERT, MARV
GILL, DAVE
GOETZE,WARREN
GORZEMAN, TRAVIS
GREEN, BUDDY
GRESHAM, BILL
HANKEN, KEN
HARRINGTON, DON
HARRIS, JEAN
HARRISON, RICHARD
HAWLEY, COLIN
HIGDON, AL
HITT, JOE
HOM, KEVIN
HOWARD, DAVID
JANUARY, JERRY
JARRETT, RICK
JEFFCOAT, JAY
JENSEN, BOB
JOHNSON, GUY
KEEHNER, GARY
KENNEDY, MIKE
KOVACEVICH, MARTY
LAREAU, DICK
LARSEN, DAN
LINKE, HT
LOMAC, JOHN

LOSEY, GARY
MacDONALD, DENNY
MADDOX, GUY
MANNING, CHRIS
MARCKWARDT, BILL
MARTIN, GARY
MATSON, MIKE
MAYS, MARK
McANALLY, DON
McCLURE, MIKE 
McCOY, CHRIS
McLAREN, MARK
McMANUS, JOHN
McMILLIN, MARK
McMULLEN, JOHN
MEYER, MIKE
MONELL, JERRY
MORTENSEN, ERNIE
MYERS, GENE
NELSON, JEFF
NORDMARKEN, OLLIE
ODEN, FORREST
OLSON, DAVE
PACK, MIKE
PALMER, DUANE
PASTORE, TOM
PATRIDGE, MITCH
PETERSON, WAYNE
POLAN, TYLER
PORTER, ADAM
PUTTKAMMER, RICK
REBELO, JOHN
RENDEN, SEAN

ROBERTS, RON
ROBINSON, BRIAN
SCHULTZ, BILL
SHLEMMER, RICK
SHOWS, TOM
SMITH, TOM
SOCCI, ROB
SOUTHARD, GLENN
TEMPLETON, MIKE 
THOMSON, DAVE
TRACEY, KEN
TRONCONE, DICK
TURNER, JOE
VIDAL, RAY
VOGT, BILL
WALSETH, GEORGE
WALSETH, HARVEY
WARNER, DENNIS
WEINER, JOHN
WEST, RICK
WISE, DENNIS
WORTMANN, JOHN
YOUNG, BRAD
YOUNG, JIM
ZANE, DICK

IN MEMORY OF 
    SERGIO AMIEVA
IN MEMORY OF 
    ELON PLACE

2013 CENTURY CLUB MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
The following list represents currently paid members of the San Diego Alumni Association. 
Nearly 80% of these members have taken that extra step to support the Association by 
becoming Century Members. It is easy to join, just print out and mail the enclosed Membership 
Application, and view the Association Website (www.saesd.org) to see if you are current.

2013 REGULAR MEMBERS
BARSZ, BILL
BATTENFIELD, BOB
BECKER, GARY
BERG, JOE
BRAUN, GEORGE
CAMILLO, MAURICE
CLEATOR, BOB
DAHL, JIM
DAHMS, FRITZ

DANIELS, DAN
DENNY, WILLIAM
DOLAN, BILL
ELLSWORTH, PETER
GAINES, JIM
HODIAK, PAUL
IGELMAN, RON
KITSON. LLOYD
LANGFORD, JEFF

LINDSAY, CHUCK
LOPEZ, TONY
MATCHINSKE, STEVE
MERADA, ROBERT
MYERS, JACK
PENICK, JEFF
PEREZ, ED
POULSEN BOB
ROBINSON, DAVID

SNYDER, SAM
STERNBERG, JIM
THORSEN, RYAN
TOXBY, TOM
WENDT, BOB
WRIGHT, jAMES
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∑AE Alumni Association of San Diego

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Address: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

City: "" " " " "    State: " "    Zip: " " " "

Phone: (W) " " "   (H) " " " "   (M) "" " " "

Email: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Chapter: " " " " " " " "   Graduation Year: " "

Occupation: " " " " " " " " " " " "

Annual Dues Category:"❒  Regular Membership $30.00
" " " " ❒  Century Club $100.00 or more - $ " " " "

If you are joining within one year after graduation, your first year’s dues are $20.00.

Please mail this Application together with your check made out to:

∑AE Alumni Association of San Diego
c/o Dick Troncone

2245 San Diego Avenue
Suite 222

San Diego, CA 92110

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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Brother Porter is New President of the Mission Valley-Sunset Rotary Club

Bill (CA-TH '76) & Betty Marckwardt hosted 
their second CA-TH Pledge Class Executive Board 
Breakfast at their El Cerrito home on Saturday, April 
27th.

Mark & Karen Mays began this long-standing 
tradition, over ten years ago.

It is intended to help instill the "ΣAE for Life" 
mindset into the pledge class leadership. The pledge 
attendees sat at the dining table where rounds of 
laughter could be heard while hearing throwback 
stories artfully told by legend Mike "Mad Dog" Matson.
 The ceremony began with the pledges standing in 

line to state their names, board positions, path to 

pledging ΣAE, and meaningful experiences gained thus 
far. Each of the actives and alums in attendance took 
their turn illuminating their ΣAE experience, and why 
ΣAE continues to be so important in their lives. Special 
guests included recent grads Ryan Thorsen and Mike 
Butreusse . Discussion included the ongoing 
metamorphosis of the ΣAE house, over the past five 
years, spearheaded by House Corporation president, 
Gary Losey. The event concluded with spirited 
renditions of "Violets" (sung to Betty) "Friends", and 
"Come Sing to Sig". Then off to the ΣAE house for Mad 
Dog's "story of the lions" presentation.

Alumni News

On July 3, the Mission Valley-Sunset 
Rotary Club held an installation dinner to 
welcome Adam Porter (CA-TH ’02) as the 
president of their 2013-2014 rotary year. 
Outgoing president Sinan Debre surprised 
Brother Porter with Turkish belly dancers at 
the installation meeting. 

Congratulations,  Adam!

Brother Bill Marckwardt & Wife Host 2nd Pledge Class Executive Board Breakfast

Brother Mays Elected to the San Diego State University Board of Advisors
On June 20th., Mark Mays (CA-TH ’69) was confirmed as a new member of the San 

Diego Sate University Alumni Association Board of Advisors. He will serve three  2 year 
terms. Mark is shown here soon after he returned to the room, after the board vote.

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org


 www.saesd.org         Page 9

Alumni News (Cont.)

Austin Evans (WI -AL '02) has been named Province Chi Archon, filling the unexpired 
term  of Gary Westling, who was elected to the Fraternity's Financial & 
Housing  Corporation at the recent National Convention.  Province Archons, or alumni 
volunteers, are a vital part of the Fraternity governance and structure. They serve as liaisons 
between chapters,  alumni, university officials and the Fraternity Service Center. Each 
Province Archon is responsible for a group of chapters in a particular region.

Brother Evans is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin (B.A. in Economics and Political 
Science), and the University of San Diego School of Law (J.D.). Fraternally, Austin has served 
in numerous positions earning him recognition as a member of the Order of the Phoenix, 

the Order of the Lion and the Order of Minerva and was one of twelve ambassadors for the 70th  John O. 
Moseley Leadership School. He currently practices law at the Hutton Law Group, specializing in corporate 
litigation, and can be reached at austin.j.evans@gmail.com.

Eleven years ago I was sitting in a church at a Cal 
Theta brother's funeral. I started thinking, the only time 
I see most of my brothers is at this type of function.

I decided to have Cal Theta 50's to early 60's 
reunion parties.

I own some property in Crest, five acres, and it can 
handle a big party. In June 2003, we had the first ΣAE 
party. We had 79 people show up. (5 brothers from out 
of state and 12 little sister's of Minerva.)

After the first party, Joe Turner asked me if I was 
going to have the party next year, and if so could he 
give me a hand. Every year in January, Joe would call me 
and ask "are we having a party this year?", and I would 
say yes. Even with his failing health, he loved to see the 
old brothers. We worked together all of these years 
and this past June was the 10th party. Joe was not there 
because of his passing, but he was there in spirit.

I have a pool table and 2 horse shoe pits, but no 
one seems to want to play games, they just want to talk 

and reminisce with each other. Last year I overheard 
three brothers talking about being pledges and 
kidnapping two actives and taking them to Tijuana. This 
occurred over 50 years ago, this is Brotherhood!

At the party this year, we had over 34 people show 
up. The aging process is taking it's toll. Dale Palm thinks 
we should have the party each year until only a few of 
us are left and then move it to Coco's restaurant in El 
Cajon!

I want to thank all of the people that have helped 
me over the years, planning, setting up and taking down 
after the party.

Editor’s Note:  You can reach Al at:
Al Higdon
619-993-3922
AlHigdon@cox.net

Cal Theta 50’s 10th Reunion Party Held — by Al Higdon (CA-TH ’59)

Austin Evans Named New Province Chi Archon

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
mailto:austin.j.evans@gmail.com
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mailto:AlHigdon@cox.net
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Ben Clay Featured Speaker at the June Association Luncheon

“2015 Balboa Park Centennial Celebration”

Approximately 40 brothers heard Ben Clay speak 
about the 2015 Balboa Park Centennial Celebration, on 
June 18th. 

Beautiful and exciting Balboa Park will be the 
setting in 2015 for a spectacular year of festivities that 
commemorate the International Exposition of 1915 by 
once again putting San Diego on the world stage.

The Balboa Park Centennial Celebration will 
captivate visitors from around the globe while 
showcasing San Diego’s intellectual capital, imaginative 
spirit and exceptional quality of life.

With constantly evolving programs inside the Park’s 
museums and theaters, and electrifying outdoor events 
you can find nowhere else, the Centennial Celebration 
will deliver a unique visitor experience that inspires 
and entertains, educates and dazzles.

Larger than New York’s Central Park, and home to 
more museums than any urban park in the nation, 
Balboa Park is unique in its timeless synthesis of 
nature, architecture and civic purpose.

The programming for the 2015 Balboa Park 
Centennial Celebration will showcase the best of San 
Diego amid a full calendar of extraordinary events, 
world-class exhibits, and awe-inspiring moments. It 
begins with a year of special programming in Balboa 
Park’s museums and theaters, which will present heart-
stopping shows and specially curated exhibits that 
transport visitors from the dawn of civilization to the 
miracles of the next century.

Our next luncheon on July 30th at the SDYC, will 
feature Brother Jerry Sanders (CA-TH ’72) who 
will talk about his transition from San Diego Mayor to 
his new role as CEO of the Greater San Diego 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Alumni News (Cont.)

Ben Clay, Centennial Co-Chair

There is a New Midway Docent in Town - Jean Harris (CA-TH '64)

At the February Alumni Association Luncheon Meeting, 
RADM(Ret.) Mac McLaughlin, President & CEO of the USS Midway 
Museum, gave an enlightening presentation on the role the USS 
Midway museum as a community asset. He discussed how the USS 
Midway has become the most visited ship museum with nearly a 
million visitors annually. Brother Jean Harris (CA-TH ’64) was 
certainly paying attention, and was motivated to volunteer for the 
Midway Docent Program.

“Since it was at the ΣAE luncheon, wherein Adm. John [MAC] 
McLaughlin spoke of the need for Midway Museum docents, I 
thought you might enjoy my graduation photograph with Mac 
McLaughlin, after having completed the 7 weeks of course study for 
the docent program, writes Brother Harris. There were 12 other 
men and women in my class.”

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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Padres Game Alumni Event Scheduled - by Chris McCoy ( CA-TH ’02)

Chris reported that he is currently planning a Friday, 
September 6th. Padres game event. It will be $55 per ticket for 
the Top of the Western Metals Supply building full service venue. 
This is the same location as was the last Padres game event. They 
will be playing the Colorado Rockies.

Adjacent to the Premier Club, Third Base Porch provides 
guests with the best viewing location for an all-inclusive 
hospitality space at Petco Park. Third Base Porch combines a 
semi-private, enclosed area on the field level for eating and 
socializing with ballpark seating inside the 3rd base line. This 
space also includes an upgraded all-you-can-eat food and 
beverage menu.

Food and beverage service begins 1 hour prior to first pitch 
and concludes 1 hour after the first pitch. Menu and food service 
times subject to change.

For reservations, contact Chris at:  chris.mccoy@saesd.org

Alumni News (Cont.)

SDSU honored Brother Jerry Sanders (CA-TH ’72) with an Honorary 
Doctorate in Humane Letters (L.H.D.) at the College of Professional Studies and 
Fine Arts’ commencement ceremony in May 2013. The Honorary Doctorate in 
Humane Letters is awarded to individuals who have demonstrated excellence is 
areas that benefit humanity, the state, nation or the world. They serve as 
examples to be recognized and honored. The degree is approved and awarded 
by the California State University Board of Trustees.

While a senior at San Diego State University, Brother Sanders became a police 
officer with the San Diego Police Department. He was a police officer from 
1973 until 1999, serving as the Chief of Police from 1993 until 1999. While on 
the force, he expanded community-oriented policing and earned a reputation as 
one of the nation’s most progressive and innovative law-enforcement leaders. 
Crime fell to a 25-year low during his tenure. He then led the United Way and 

subsequently, the American Red Cross through financial overhauls that increased fundraising and trimmed 
operating costs. Given this successful track record, the people of San Diego turned to him in 2005 to steer their 
city out of financial crisis. Brother Sanders took office with a resolve to right the city’s fiscal ship and ensure the 
adoption of accountability measures to prevent future economic mismanagement. He launched a top-to-bottom 
review and streamlining of city operations. Also a strong leader and advocate for arts and culture, he maintained 
financial support for the arts and led the charge for a “penny for the arts” initiative. His commitment to tourism 
and the business meeting industry resulted in the expansion of the San Diego Convention Center and the 
creation of a Tourism and Development Board. Today, Brother Sanders is the president and CEO of the San 
Diego Chamber of Commerce, the largest non-profit advocate for the San Diego regional business community.

Brother Jerry Sanders Awarded Honorary Doctorate Degree from SDSU

Third Base View at PETCO Park

http://www.saesd.org
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Brother Joe Turner (CA-TH '58) Joins Chapter Eternal

Alumni News (Cont.)

In addition to news briefs containing information of interest to the 
Brotherhood concerning local fraternity activities, the newsletter team 
would like to bring back the “Alumni Updates” feature, which was part of 
the newsletter a few years back. If you’re a current member of the 
Association and you’ve changed jobs, received an honor or had some 
other newsworthy event take place in your life, please send an email to 
our Editor, Mike Templeton at mtempleton@saesd.org and we’ll include it 
in a upcoming newsletter.  All text file formats are acceptable. Digital 
photos should be at least 300 dpi. 

POLICY ON ALUMNI NEWSLETTER BRIEFS

On Friday, May 3rd, we said goodbye to ΣAE Brother Joe Turner (1936-2013). 

Joe served on the ΣAE Alumni Association board for the last 20 years. He was Cal 
Theta EA in 1958. In the 60s he was a Province Chi Officer. 

After serving honorably in the U.S. Army, Joe had a long career in banking including 
serving as the 1990 National Chairman of the Institute of Financial Education. 

Six of his Catholic priest friends served at his funeral. Brother Turner was a man of 
honor - a true True Gentleman.

Phi Alpha Joe!

Join the San Diego Area ΣΑΕ Alumni Association

Our award winning association was founded in 1932 and continues 
to thrive today, with over 200 Alumni ΣΑΕ members. 
We welcome all ΣΑΕ Alumni, regardless of chapter 
or graduation year, to reconnect with your 
fraternity through association with us. We work 
hard to engage alumni with positive feelings about 
the Fraternity. We have regular luncheons, with key 
note speakers, other social events including our 
annual Founders Day Dinner and Holiday Party, our 
"2011 award winning" website, and this "2011 award 
winning" quarterly e-newsletter, chapter support of 

local chapters, and philanthropic activities.

If you are an ΣΑΕ and are interested in joining our local association, 
please fill out and mail in the enclosed Membership Application Form.
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