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San Diego Alumni Association 
Celebrates 157th Founders’ Day

The San Diego Alumni Association sponsored a 
dinner party to celebrate the 157th anniversary of the 
founding of our Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity. The 
memorable event, which was held at the Bahia Resort 
Hotel, was well attended by by over 180 Alumni and 
Active Members alike (See photos on following pages).

The evening festivities began with a 1-1/2 hour 
social period, where the Brothers had the opportunity 
to enjoy cocktails, renew friendships, and share 
remembrances of the many good times derived from 
being Members of our great Fraternity.

Following the call to order by Alumni Association 
President, Dick Troncone (CA-TH ’65), the 
Brothers were led in offering the ΣAE Grace by 
Treavor Gerard, past EA of our Cal Chi Chapter at 
UCSD. Dick then welcomed everyone and introduced 

Brother Joe Farrage (CA-TH ’89) as the Master of 
Ceremonies for the evening.

Joe began by relating some of his experiences as a 
Member of ΣAE, and the positive influence it has had 
on his life. He pointed out as an example, the help he 
had received from Brothers Dick Troncone and Ron 
Roberts (CA-TH ’65) when first starting his 
professional career.

After introducing the head table which included 
the EAs from our three area Chapters (bringing 
enthusiastic cheers from those Active Brothers in 
attendance), our special guest, ESA Ken Tracey, 
was invited to present his view on the state of the 
Fraternity.
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S o m e n o t e w o r t h y 
statistics from ESA Tracey’s 
report are that we now 
have 226 chapters and 24 
co lon i e s fo r a to t a l 
p r e s e n c e o n 2 5 0 
campuses, and should 
reach 300 campuses by the 
end of this decade. The 
F r a t e r n i t y h a s n o w 
i n i t i a t e d m o re t h a n 
304,000 brothers since its 

founding. This summer the 157th Anniversary National 
Convention will be in Chicago, to celebrate the massive 
renovation of the Fraternity’s headquarters with a night 
at the Temple, and a great four days for what is hoped 
will attract a record crowd.

Following Ken’s well received report, a high point 
of the evening was the presentation of the “2013 
Brother of the Year Award” to John Rebelo (CA-BE 

’62), along with the individual recognition of past 
recipients. After a standing ovation, Dick presented 
Brother Rebelo with a recognition plaque. At the same 
time, last year’s Brother of the Year, Dick Lareau 
(CA-BE ’54 ) , t r a n s f e r re d c u s t o d y o f t h e 

commemorative gold watch over to Brother Relelo for 
his safe keeping.

A special award was presented in-absentia to 
Brother Don Harrington (CA-TH ’56) for his many 
years of sharing  his charismatic and highly entertaining 
wit as our previous Master of Ceremonies.

And, in a very moving gesture, the wife of Brother 
Mark Mays (CA-TH ’67), Karen, was presented 
posthumously “The Order of the Violet” in honor of her 
many years of service given to the Fraternity. 

“The Order of the Violet recognizes outstanding 
commitment and support of the Fraternity by the spouse or 
significant other of an alumnus or undergraduate member 
over an extended period of time. Recipients receive a 
printed certificate and a special jeweled necklace. As a 
requirement of the award, the spouse or significant other 
must have shown her commitment to the Fraternity and its 
mission through her own actions, support, involvement or 
volunteer effort, demonstrating loyalty and service to Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon.” — Phi Alpha, Karen...

Known as “The Singing Fraternity”, the evening was 
appropriately concluded with the singing of “Violets”, 
“Friends”, and an enthusiastic “Come Sing”.

Alumni Association President, 
Dick Troncone presents the 2013 

Brother of the Year Award to 
Brother John Rebelo

Brother of the Year Commemorative Gold Watch

ESA Ken Tracey
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Additional Photos Can be Seen on the Association Website 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As a result of the now wider 
distribution of the ΣAE News, in 
January I received a Century Club 
m e m b e r s h i p f r o m F r a n k 
Campbell (CA-TH ’82) who lives 
and works in Orange County.  In 
an exchange of emails, Frank said 
“in Los Angeles people joke that 
there is an SDSU ΣAE real estate 
mafia” and he went on to mention 
a number of brothers, “all doing 

business together at times”. In responding, I asked him 
to pass along the newsletter and encourage the 
members of the “mafia” to join the Association. My 
comment was “I’m sure they all can afford $100”. Frank 
responded by sending the brothers the following 
message:

“Hey guys,

What about throwing Dick Troncone a $100 for ΣAE 
dues for 2013? We don’t have much representation as far 
as membership goes from our time at the house. Come on 
guys, what do you say? 

Frank”

This prodding resulted in 11 new Century Club 
members and several checks, well in excess of $100, 
thanks to Frank. I’m sharing this story because it 
demonstrates the impact one member can make on 
attracting new members to the Association. Please take 
a look at the list of current members in this 
newsletter. I’m sure there are brothers, you still are 
close to, and who don’t appear there. Reach out and 
encourage them to join the Association. There are a lot 
of eras, which “don’t have much representation”. The 
more our membership grows, the more we can do to 
support our undergrads and perpetuate Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon.

ØA,

BRO PRO-FILES:  RYAN THORSEN (CA-TH ’06) - BY DAVID ROBINSON

Ryan Thorsen Made His Way to Be GM

His fast rise began at Mister A’s in 2010 when he 
started as a part-time manager, while also working at a 
marketing agency, managing another restaurant (begun 
as an internship) and attending classes. Upon 

graduation from SDSU later that year, he committed 
himself to learning everything he could about running 
an upscale restaurant.

Ø Ryan Thorsen (CA-TH ‘06) hadn’t planned on becoming the General 
Manager of one of San Diego’s most well-known restaurants.

Ø Certainly not at the age of 23.

Ø Without any prior GM experience.

Ø But that’s just what happened.

Ø Brother Thorsen’s hard work, initiative and bold moves, enabled him 
to earn the GM position at Bertrand at Mister A’s in 2012, after only 
three years in the restaurant business.

http://www.saesd.org
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He stepped into the GM spot during a tumultuous 
time at Mister A’s. The previous Director of Operations
—who had been there for 27 years—left abruptly last 
April, without a designated replacement. As the owner 
searched for an experienced manager, Ryan saw a 
unique opportunity. He wrote a proposal explaining 
that, while young and perhaps not qualified by 
traditional standards, he was a viable candidate for the 
job. “I felt that I was capable of assuming the position 
and making the necessary changes with the knowledge 
of two years of internal, day-to-day experience,” he 
said. 

Ryan was given a trial run while the owner was on 
vacation. “It was the perfect storm, as I had to work 
three different positions and navigate the steep learning 
curve of becoming the GM,” he explained.

 Ryan did such a good job he was appointed 
permanent General Manager, and received an even 
clearer view of how time consuming and all 
encompassing his new job is: coordinating staff needs; 
developing work schedules; managing labor, food and 
liquor costs, marketing plans and budgets; and a full 
range of other tasks. “It is definitely a demanding role 
and hectic at times, but I have become comfortable 
with it,” he said.

After a couple of months of 70-90 hour work 
weeks and experiencing the busy 2012 holiday season, 
Ryan has gradually settled into a more reasonable 
routine of 50-60 hour weeks. He is also in the midst of 
developing exciting plans for Mister A’s ongoing 
growth. “My near-term goals include expanding the 
private dining business, improving our visibility to 
remain ‘top of the mind’ with San Diego locals, and the 
grand opening of our brunch service, which will start 
on April 7th for the first time in the restaurant’s 48 
year existence.” 

   Ryan pointed out that his great success at Mister 
A’s has been enhanced by a strong self-confidence, 
which was partially developed during his involvement 
with Cal Theta. He served as Eminent Archon (for two 
semesters), in addition to Social Chair, Risk Manager 
and pledge class Vice President. “As EA, I found different 
ways to work with people, interact with alumni, learn 
from my mistakes and make critical decisions,” he said. 
“It definitely helped build my confidence.”  During his 
time at SDSU, he also had an opportunity to study at 
Oxford University, as part of the Oxford Study Abroad 
Program (OSAP), alongside many of his fellow ΣAEs. 

Ryan has continued the volunteer spirit that he 
displayed at Cal Theta. He is on the Special Events 
committee for the California Restaurant Association 
and plans to be involved with the Bankers Hill Business 
Group and other organizations.  He is also an alumni 
advisor for ΣAE. 

Still in the early phase of his impressive career, 
Ryan is enthusiastic about the future. “I see myself most 
likely remaining in the restaurant industry; continuing 
to develop at Mister A’s and eventually owning my own 
restaurants.”

Meanwhile, when not working long hours, Brother 
Thorsen takes time to advise Cal Theta undergrads, and 
pursue his interests of golfing, camping, hiking, surfing 
and traveling. “I am starting to plan a few trips, which 
will definitely include researching other restaurants.”

He also looks forward to increasing his 
involvement with the Alumni Association. “My schedule 
has made it difficult for me to attend as many ΣAE 
events as I’d like. I do hope to participate even more in 
the near future.”

BRO PRO-FILES (CONT.)

http://www.saesd.org
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CAL THETA (SDSU) - BY BY ZACH LAWLESS, EA

It has been an exciting and eventful 
semester, thus far. As we all head 
away from campus for spring break, 
we have a lot to be proud of. The 
chapter is healthy and stronger then 
ever. Our membership is soaring, 
and our retention rate is at an all 
time high among recent memory. 

Our brotherhood has reached a new level with the 
introduction of a “fantasy brotherhood league”. Our 
athletics are on their way to winning the IFC Sports 
Banner for the first time in 3 years. Our campus 
involvement has been exceptional, and our financial 
operations are running smoother than ever.

We have put a big emphasis on campus 
involvement this semester. We started off the semester 
by co-hosting an Aztec Nights event with Pi Beta Phi, 
and recently just volunteered at Greenfest for every 
event. Thirty brothers volunteered over three days to 
help out at Greenfest. The brothers committed over a 
hundred hours of service, in total. 

Last week, our chapter started a “fantasy 
brotherhood league.” The goal of this league was to 
promote brotherhood, academics, and community 
service in a fun and competitive manner. This league 
resembles any regular fantasy football league, except 
the players are members. Each member of the 
executive board drafted a team of brothers, and each 
brother receives points individually. At the end of the 
year, all the members points will be added up and 
averaged out for each team. The winners will receive a 
number of rewards, and the title of the ultimate 
brothers! 

This weekend we held the first fantasy 
brotherhood event, a softball tournament. The turnout 
was amazing, with above 90% of the chapter showing 
up to compete. The competitive nature of the brothers 
was at the forefront, as teams strived to exceed each 
other. We had teams show up with professionally 
printed flags, customized jerseys, and recruited 
cheering sections. At the end of the day, our Eminent 
Recorder’s team, “The Great Fratsbys,” took home the 
hardware, and 100 points for their team.  

Our campaign for the sports banner hit a speed 
bump last Monday when our boys lost in penalty kicks 
during the championship game of IFC soccer. However, 
we regained our momentum by beating Sigma Phi 
Epsilon for the basketball championship. As of now, we 
are neck and neck with Phi Kappa Theta for the overall 
Sports Banner. The tie breaker will come down to 
volleyball. Fortunately, we are the reigning four time 
champions of volleyball (it doesn’t hurt to have four 
guys of the 2010 California state championship team). 
We are currently gearing up for the volleyball season, 
and hope to bring home the banner as a nice finishing 
touch on a great semester, and year.

In the bonds, 

	
 Zach Lawless

Chapter Reports

Editor’s Note: Don’t miss reading on Page 11, about how 
the first fraternity at San Diego State College, Epsilon Eta, 
founded October 7, 1921 — petitioned in 1948 for a charter 
to become part of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. They were accepted 
the next year and become our Cal Theta Chapter.

http://www.saesd.org
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To my fellow brothers, 

I hope that this year has treated 
everyone well and that it will 
continue to do so in the upcoming 
months. There is much to be 
excited about regarding our chapter 
and the new heights that we are 
continuing to reach every day. This is 
not an understatement. We have 
completely overhauled our pledge 

process to align more closely to our core values and to 
what the national fraternity would expect of our 
chapter. It’s change that was necessary and will prove 
to be beneficial in the years to come. Our pledge 
process will now, even more than ever, make young 
men into productive and moral gentlemen that will 
continue to carry on the legacy of our fraternity.

Along with that, these next couple of months will 
be quite busy for our chapter. On April 9th, we are 
hosting a blood drive on our campus with the 
American Red Cross to help save lives all across the 
nation. Then on April 14th, we will be having our 2nd 
annual ΣAE Golf Tournament. We are hoping to raise at 
least $10,000 in hopes to send more brothers to 
national leadership school, Rebuilding the East in New 
York this summer, and also, send part of the proceeds 
to Crohn’s and Colitis Disease Awareness Foundation. 
However, this cannot be done without the support of 
brothers and family members participating in this 
event. If you do not golf, and would like to attend our 
dinner, then that is fine as well. All information and 
pricing can be found at www.csusmsae.com. I ask you 
to make time for this event and support our chapter in 
reaching our goals. I also may add that our incoming 
Eminent Supreme Archon, Brad Cohen, will be 
attending the dinner as a guest speaker. I hope that 
brothers all around San Diego County can come to this 
event to support our chapter, our incoming ESA, and 
golf and dine with brothers all across the region.

Other events that we have coming up include 
Paddy Murphy and Crohn’s Awareness Day on April 
18th. This event is taking place at our school during our 
University Hour, in hopes to show the hard work that 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon continues to put on our campus. 
The reason that we are having events to support 

Crohn’s Awareness is because of one of our brothers 
currently has Crohn’s disease and we attempting to 
support him in the light of being a true brother’s 
keeper. Also in April, we will have our 1st annual Putt-
Putt tournament which will be hosted at Boomers in 
Vista, and will be in support of Children’s Miracle 
Network. As you can see, we have many events coming 
up in a very short amount of time. And, on top of that, 
we will soon be selling discount cards to the 
community of San Marcos. In my mind, this shows the 
dedication and love that the brothers of CA-AG have 
for this fraternity and philanthropy. In truth, I couldn’t 
be prouder of my brothers.

Also, we are still maintaining our pledge class of 
twenty strong. They are continuing to be educated on 
our history and, in due time, will soon be brothers if 
they go through all their necessary requirements. The 
growth from 17 to 80 in just two years time is mind-
blowing and goes to show what a couple individuals can 
do to turn a chapter around. Like the phoenix, this has 
chapter has truly risen from the ashes. Moreover, in 
other good news, I would also like to announce that I 
have received the Order of the Phoenix at this past 
Western Leadership School and will soon be going to 
Inner Circle. These experiences and awards could not 
have been done without the support of my chapter and 
alumni in the region. I thank the San Diego Alumni 
Association for everything they have done for me and 
Cal Alpha-Gamma chapter. I couldn’t be more humbled 
to be selected to Inner Circle as I plan to represent the 
San Diego region with confidence and high hopes in 
mind. This fraternity, as shown by the selection to Inner 
Circle, has given so much to me. As I plan to move to 
alumni status this May, I will continue to give back to 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon in all ways possible. 

With that said, I hope to see you all at the golf 
tournament on April 14th and, once again, thank you 
for your continued support. Cal Alpha-Gamma will 
continue to make strides on our university, in the 
province, and hopefully, in the nation. Thank you 
gentlemen and phi alpha.

In fraternal bonds,

Ken LaLonde, Eminent Archon 

(858) 335-4027  lalon003@cougars.csusm.edu

Chapter Reports (Cont.)

CAL ALPHA GAMMA(SAN MARCOS) - BY KENNETH LALONDE, EA

http://www.saesd.org
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Brothers, this Winter quarter 
has been a busy one. First of 
all, I would to announce and 
cong r a t u l a t e ou r new l y 
initiated Delta class as brothers 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. They 
have worked hard to better 
themselves, distinguish our 
chapter, and bet ter our 
community and I am confident 

in their ability to help our chapter flourish.

This past February, Cal-X sent five members and 
one ambassador to the Western States Leadership 
School in Las Vegas, NV. In March, we had twenty three 
brothers, just over half the chapter, attend the X/X-A 
Province Leadership at Occidental College. These 
numbers alone are enough show that the initiative and 
zeal for our fraternity runs strong despite these busy 
times. I am also honored to share with you that our 
new Eminent Treasurer, Timothy Sirota, has been 
accepted to the Inner Circle retreat, an exclusive 
opportunity very few receive. Tim has done more than 
enough to qualify himself for this position during his 
time as Eminent Deputy Archon last year, and it means 
a lot to him and us as a chapter to be represented in 
April.

Our chapter achievement has extended into our 
community and school as well. Our first annual chapter 
philanthropy took place February 2nd  and was an 
overwhelming success. In all, we raised and presented 
over $1,500 to the Rady’s Children Hospital for the 
Children’s Miracle Network. At the end of the year 
Greek Awards banquet, Sigma Alpha Epsilon was given 
the award for Most Community Service of any Greek 
organization at UC San Diego. Our chapter GPA 
improved to an outstanding 3.1 overall, tied for top in 
IFC and well above the all-men’s average. Two of our 
leaders, previous Eminent Deputy Archon Timothy 
Sirota and previous Eminent Archon Trevor Gerard, are 

now the VP of Administrative Affairs and VP of 
Recruitment, respectively, for the IFC Executive Board. 
Their contributions to our campus have not gone 
unnoticed, and it is a testimony to our indispensability 
as a chapter to have two IFC officers elected mere 
months after our chartering and school recognition.  

With our executive board transitions finally clicking 
into place and a fresh new Spring quarter ahead, I am 
pleased to say that our chapter is done looking for a 
sense of identity and direction we once were forced to 
as a colony. Now, rather, we hold the attention of the 
entirety of Greek Life as we show our community what 
True Gentlemen can accomplish.

Thank you for your time and interest, it is my hope 
that we can engage as many fellow brothers 
and  alumni  as possible; we have much to learn and 
much to celebrate with you all.

Phi Alpha

-Kevin Nevalsky, Eminent Archon, Cal-X

Chapter Reports (Cont.)

CAL CHI (UCSD) - BY KEVIN NEVALSKY, EA
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ABBOTT, PAT
ARMSTRONG, BRENT
ARRINGTON, FRANK
BAKER, SAMUEL
BAMBERG, DAN
BARNES, BRADE
BEE, CLIFF
BELLING, PHIL
BLACK, STEVE
BOLLERT, STEVE
BORZI, JAY
BOYCE, JIM
BOYLE, MIKE
BRIGHTON, CARL
BROWN, FRANK
BRUNETTO, STEFANO
BURDICK, JIM
BYROADS, JEFF
CALVERT, CHRIS
CAMPBELL, FRANK
COE, THURSTON
COOVER, RON
CRANE, JIM
DAVIS, DAVE
DICKS, MICHAEL
DOHERTY GREGG
DRAKE, MIKE
DUERKS, BRAD
EHRHARDT, ROSS

EVANS, AUSTIN
FARIS, TED
FLYNN, RUSS
GABLE, TOM
GAINES., FRANK
GERDAU, KEN
GILBERT, MARV
GILL, DAVE
GOETZE,WARREN
GREEN, BUDDY
GRESHAM, BILL
HARRINGTON, DON
HARRIS, JEAN
HARRISON, RICHARD
HAWLEY, COLIN
HIGDON, AL
HITT, JOE
HOM, KEVIN
HOWARD, DAVID
JANUARY, JERRY
JEFFCOAT, JAY
JENSEN, BOB
JOHNSON, GUY
KEEHNER, GARY
KENNEDY, MIKE
KOVACEVICH, MARTY
LAREAU, DICK
LARSEN, DAN
LOMAC, JOHN

LOSEY, GARY
MacDONALD, DENNY
MADDOX,GUY
MARCKWARDT, BILL
MARTIN, GARY
MATSON, MIKE
MAYS, MARK
McANALLY, DON
McCLURE, MIKE 
McCOY, CHRIS
McLAREN, MARK
McMANUS, JOHN
McMULLEN, JOHN
MEYER, MIKE
MONELL, JERRY
MORTENSEN, ERNIE
MYERS, GENE
NELSON, JEFF
NORDMARKEN, OLLIE
OLSON, DAVE
PACK, MIKE
PALMER, DUANE
PASTORE, TOM
PATRIDGE, MITCH
PETERSON, WAYNE
POLAN, TYLER
PORTER, ADAM
REBELO, JOHN
RENDEN, SEAN

ROBERTS, RON
ROBINSON, BRIAN
SCHULTZ, BILL
SHLEMMER, RICK
SHOWS, TOM
SMITH, TOM
SOCCI, ROB
SOUTHARD, GLENN
TEMPLETON, MIKE 
THOMSON, DAVE
TRACEY, KEN
TRONCONE, DICK
TURNER, JOE
VOGT, BILL
WALSETH, GEORGE
WALSETH, HARVEY
WEINER, JOHN
WEST, RICK
WISE, DENNIS
WORTMANN, JOHN
YOUNG, BRAD
YOUNG, JIM
ZANE, DICK

IN MEMORY OF 
    SERGIO AMIEVA
IN MEMORY OF 
    ELON PLACE

2013 CENTURY CLUB MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
The following list represents currently paid members of the San Diego Alumni Association. 
Nearly 80% of these members have taken that extra step to support the Association by 
becoming Century Members. It is easy to join, just print out and mail the enclosed Membership 
Application, and view the Association Website (www.saesd.org) to see if you are current.

2013 REGULAR MEMBERS

BARSZ, BILL
BATTENFIELD, BOB
BECKER, GARY
BERG, JOE
BRAUN, GEORGE
CAMILLO, MAURICE
CLEATOR, BOB
DAHL, JIM

DANIELS, DAN
DOLAN, BILL
ELLSWORTH, PETER
GAINES, JIM
HODIAK, PAUL
IGELMAN, RON
KITSON, LLOYD
LANGFORD, JEFF

LINDSAY, CHUCK
LOPEZ, TONY
MATCHINSKE, STEVE
MYERS, JACK
PENICK, JEFF
PEREZ, ED
POULSEN BOB
ROBINSON, DAVID

SNYDER, SAM
STERNBERG, JIM
THORSEN, RYAN
TOXBY, TOM
WENDT, BOB
WRIGHT, jAMES

http://www.saesd.org
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∑AE Alumni Association of San Diego

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Address: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

City: "" " " " "    State: " "    Zip: " " " "

Phone: (W) " " "   (H) " " " "   (M) "" " " "

Email: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Chapter: " " " " " " " "   Graduation Year: " "

Occupation: " " " " " " " " " " " "

Annual Dues Category:"❒  Regular Membership $30.00
" " " " ❒  Century Club $100.00 or more - $ " " " "

If you are joining within one year after graduation, your first year’s dues are $20.00.

Please mail this Application together with your check made out to:

∑AE Alumni Association of San Diego
c/o Dick Troncone

2245 San Diego Avenue
Suite 222

San Diego, CA 92110

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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From Epsilon Eta to Cal Theta — by Dick Lareau

Alumni News

ln the summer of 1948, the first fraternity at San 
Diego State College, founded October 7, 1921 - Epsilon 
Eta, petitioned for a charter to become part of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon. They were accepted the next year, 1949, 
and rushed for the 1st pledge class in September.  John 
Leppert was the pledge trainer who later became 
Deputy San Diego City Manager. Among the other 
members of this group was future school board 
member John DeBeck, Long Beach business dynamo 
Bud Townsend, and Cal Theta house architect Dick 
Lareau.

A few of the outstanding "Eps" were the famous 
Hollywood actor Gregory Peck, just featured on a 
recent US Stamp, Lowell North, Olympic gold medalist, 
founder of North Sails and America's Cup sailer, 
Vagabond Motel founders Ronnie Young and Gerry 
Champ, Scientist and Philanthropist Fred Henry, Dr. 
Robert Tupper MD, renown Landscape architect Don 

Hunter, distinguished architect Cliff May, Enrique Hester 
Mexican Jai Lai champ and architect (both of these 
architects had house designs published in the Sunday 
UT in the last few weeks), Tom Scripps a famous sailer, 
“Buster” Murphey, a nationally ranked badminton player 
(#3) and our own celebrated golfer and EA Dave 
Finster.	


Later, when the Cal Theta house was built, one of 
the main features was the prominent circular chapter 
room, named the Epsilon Eta Room in honor of our 
founding fraternity. Gary Losey and “Mad Dog” Matson 
together with Dick Lareau are planning special 
enhancements to bring new life into the chapter room. 
Jonathan Lippitt was the last President of Epsilon Eta 
and was also the President of the Interfraternity 
Council. Later, Jonathon founded the successful cable 
TV company, “Signal Master”. He passed away in January 
2013.

http://www.saesd.org
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Alumni News (Cont.)

Epsilon Eta was a proud and leading fraternity, being 
active and competitive in academics as well as 
leadership and sports. They held 2 inter-fraternity track 
records, had members in varsity sports, and had class 
presidents at all 4 college levels. They sponsored the 
very popular "Black and White" Christmas Gala, as well 
as the celebrated "Summer Formal". One of the most 
memorable of all the "Ep" activities was the "Ford 
Frolic", an open dance and momentous event for the 
entire student body. The whole city was aware of it as 
the notorious door prize was an actual, running "Model 
T" Ford! The "Model T" would parade around the 
campus and the whole college area with beautiful coeds 
on board advertising the "Ford Frolic". It became a 
college "institution" and was eagerly anticipated by 
most Aztecs

As fraternity leaders the "Eps" opened the 1st 
fraternity house in September 1923 at 1435 Fern 
Street in the Golden Hill area. An "Ep" member was the 

1st editor of the school paper as well as the year 
book. An "Ep" member wrote the "Alma Mater", and 
others held every office of student government. Some 
members were instrumental in organizing the 1st 
theatrical productions - both drama and musicals on 
campus. Cal Theta, and all ΣAEs, should be proud of its 
outstanding heritage in Epsilon Eta - the 1st fraternity 
in many ways, at San Diego State College!

ΣAE Founders' Weekend Golf Tournament

Over 28 golfers played in highly enjoyable ΣAE 
Founders' Weekend Golf Tournament at The Coronado 
Golf Course.

Tournament Committee Chairmen Mike "Mad 
Dog" Matson (CA-TH ’70) and Gary Losey (CA-TH 
’79) said the tournament was a great success. Some of the 
Alumni & Active Attendee's were County Supervisor Ron 
Roberts, Mike Drake, Bob Wendt, Jack Losey, Ty Lambert, 
Alex Cryan, and many more.

The organizers negotiated a spectacular rate of $81 for 
green fees, cart, food and drinks! Prizes included Bronze 
Lions and Honor Wall Plaques.

Commemorative Stamp
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Mac McLaughlin Featured at the February Association Luncheon

“It’s More than a Basketba! Venue!”

Retired Rear Admiral Mac McLaughlin still runs a 
tight ship, as President & CEO of the USS Midway 
Museum.

At the February Alumni Association Luncheon 
Meeting, RADM McLaughlin gave an enlightening 
presentation on the role the USS Midway museum as a 
community asset. He provided some background on his 
appointment to his current position and then 
proceeded to discuss how the USS Midway has become 
the most visited ship museum with nearly a million 
visitors annually. Of these visitors, 60% have no relatives 
with ties to the Armed Services. With 32 aircraft on 
board, he talked about how Naval Aviation got its start 
in San Diego with the training of the first Naval aviator 
and home to the first aircraft carrier. He stated his 

belief that of the five carrier museums in existence 
today only the USS Midway may survive due to it 
having the only comprehensive hull preservation 
program in effect. This is being done to ensure the 
mission of being “America’s Living Symbol of 
Freedom”. With audio tours available in six different 
languages, he talked about the role the USS Midway 
museum has played in the community, particularly with 
respect to elementary education and specially 
developed curriculums with 13 classrooms available on 
board. Further positive impacts on the community 
were discussed in relation to the downtown boardwalk 
and Veterans Park, now under development. 

Alumni News (Cont.)

Editor’s Note: If you are a current member of the 
association and have a speaker recommendation, please 
share it with any board member. Because we don’t plan 
luncheons for every month, we are limited to the number of 
speakers that we can engage. So, don’t be offended if your 
suggestion isn’t promptly placed on our calendar. 
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How Sigma Alpha Epsilon Saved My Life - by Warren Goetze ( CA-TH ’57)

In the late fall of 1954 I 
pledged the Wisconsin Alpha 
Chapter of ΣAE at Madison, 
Wisconsin, after having gone 
through the fraternity rushing 
week. To my surprise, I met 
one o f my h i gh s choo l 
classmates, Dean Butler '53, 
who turned out to be the 
responsible brother who 
talked me into joining. He even 
encouraged me to go to some 

other houses for comparison but said the Alpha 
Chapter was the best on campus. He explained the 
benefits of the great house on the water of Lake 
Mendota, the super house mother they had, and the 
really good fellowship and friendly group of guys who 
liked sports. Though I was only a member for the 1954 
year I will never forget the good times I had with the 
group and total camaraderie. 

I left Madison that year for San Diego, California, 
following my father to what he called "God's Country", 
and affiliated with the San Diego State University Theta 
Chapter. There too, I found a real friendly accepting 
group of guys, who like the Alpha group in Wisconsin, 
liked to be known also as a "singing fraternity." Though 
I was not real active with the group, since I was 
working up to 55 hours a week and still managing a full 
study schedule, I did make some lasting Theta 
friendships like Ray Vidal ' 51 and Dick Yale '53  who, 
after graduating, I stayed in touch with even after 20 
years of Naval Service.

In 1990 I ran into an old Wisconsin Alpha pledge 
brother, Dr. Bob "Rocky" Miner '54 at the Founder's 
day dinner put on by the ΣAE Alumni Association of  
San Diego, which I had joined, and we subsequently 
paired up for regular golf outings. He then introduced 
me to the recurring Wisconsin Alpha Pledge and 
Chapter reunions.  We had great fun attending dinners, 
Badger football games at Camp Randall Stadium, and 
golf tournaments that were organized. I agreed to 
attend each over the next 12 years as they were 
scheduled. 

In 2004, I left to attend a large 4th of July family 
reunion on Lake Mille Lacs, Minnesota. In the months 
previous, I had been having trouble with my health with 
excessive sweating and stomach pain. I departed San 
Diego in my Volkswagen Eurovan Camper and 
proceeded to play golf along the way, as I always have 

done. I called these my "Golf Safari's" stopping at 
friends along the way and heading on a northwest 
routing to follow the Lewis and Clark Trail out of 
Oregon. I kept on driving despite some recurring pain, 
finally checking into a hospital in Glendive, Montana. 
After an overnight stay, they released me to see a 
urologist in Minneapolis for further treatment. I finally 
reached the reunion, but the pain became so severe I 
was taken to a hospital in Aitken, Minnesota. I was 
there for two weeks and had an exploratory type 
laparoscopic treatment with out improvement. I was 
beginning to think I was not healing and my vital signs 
were deteriorating. 

Then it came to me, I have to get to the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota where my fraternity 
brother at Wisconsin Alpha was a doctor in residence, 
Dr. Bob Feldt '53. But, I no longer had his phone 
number with me even though we had been at the last 
reunion together. Finally, in desperation, I called my 
pledge brother Tom Wissing '54 also from Wisconsin 
Alpha and who hosted the last reunion at his lake cabin 
in Tomahawk, Wisconsin. He had Dr. Bob Feldt's 
number!  Within the hour, Bob had arranged for the 
Mayo Clinic to take custody/care of me at the Saint 
Mary's Hospital. 

I then contacted my sister, who by this time had 
returned to Minneapolis. She and her husband 
immediately drove me to St. Mary's Hospital in 
Rochester as I laid in the back of the Eurovan Camper 
with all the life support tubing connected. It was 4 hour 
trip, but the hospital had an attendant waiting for me at 
the curb when we arrived on a Friday at 5:15 PM. I was 
quickly taken up to the ward where I was met by 5 
doctors!  The rest of the evening was spent undergoing 
lab work, X-rays. Within 3 days, I underwent 
exploratory surgery and they found colon cancer. I was 
hospitalized for 2 weeks following surgery and each day 
Dr. Bob Feldt came to my bedside to see how I was 
doing. I did not know at that time, that he had retired 
and had cancer himself, and subsequently he passed 
away that same year in the fall! He was so supportive 
and caring during my hospital stay and did not reveal 
his own condition. And, Tom Wissing, drove all the way 
from Michigan, to give me a book at the hospital to 
cheer me on. I could not ask for more caring friends 
who were my fraternity brothers… I feel they saved my 
life!

Warren K. Goetze, Wisconsin Alpha, '54 - Cal Theta, ’57

Alumni News (Cont.)
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Alumni News (Cont.)

In addition to news briefs containing information of interest to the 
Brotherhood concerning local fraternity activities, the newsletter team 
would like to bring back the “Alumni Updates” feature, which was part of 
the newsletter a few years back. If you’re a current member of the 
Association and you’ve changed jobs, received an honor or had some 
other newsworthy event take place in your life, please send an email to 
our Editor, Mike Templeton at mtempleton@sae.org and we’ll include it in 
a upcoming newsletter.  All text file formats are acceptable. Digital photos 
should be at least 300 dpi. 

POLICY ON ALUMNI NEWSLETTER BRIEFS

The Young Alumni are still seeking brothers willing to provide mentorship advice for 
active undergraduate brothers. Involvement would entail discussion about your career, 
resume review, and interview suggestions.

If you would like to participate or know of a brother who you believe would like to 
participate please contact Chris McCoy (CA-TH ’02) at 619-606-3124 or email at 
4mccoy@gmail.com for more information. 

Join the San Diego Area ΣΑΕ Alumni Association

Our award winning association was founded in 
1932 and continues to thrive today, with over 200 
Alumni ΣΑΕ members. We welcome all ΣΑΕ 
Alumni, regardless of chapter or graduation year, to 
reconnect with your fraternity through association 
with us. We work hard to engage alumni with 
positive feelings about the Fraternity. We have 
regular luncheons, with key note speakers, other 
social events including our annual Founders Day 

Dinner and Holiday Party, our "2011 award winning" website, and this 
"2011 award winning" quarterly e-newsletter, chapter support of three 
local chapters, and philanthropic activities.

If you are an ΣΑΕ and are interested in joining our local association, 
please fill out and mail in the enclosed Membership Application Form.

Upcoming Events
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