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Re-establishing CA-Chi at UCSD

In 2011, the New Year was brought in with great 
promise for the former California Chi chapter of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon at UC San Diego. Within the first week 
of January two separate and unacquainted students 
contacted the Fraternity Service Center to state their 
interest in bringing SAE back to campus at UC San 
Diego. 

Soon after their initial contact, Alex Hand - SAE 
Coordinator of Extension held a meeting with the 
interested men in order to introduce them to one 
another and explain the process of starting a colony 
and eventual chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. While the 
men certainly struck Alex as exemplary, he could not 
have anticipated their rapid success following their 
initial meeting. 

Within a few weeks time, the men had recruited 
nearly 25 additional high minded gentlemen on the 
campus of UCSD who wished to become Founding 

Fathers of the phoenix for Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 
Although the men were eager to move forward with 
the process of colonization at the time, they needed to 
show patience and constraint as they needed to 
ensure they followed proper protocol and procedure 
with the university and Inter Fraternity Council on 
campus. 

On Friday May 20th 2011, the patience of the men 
paid off as California Chi was re-colonized on the 
campus of UC San Diego with alumni, family, friends, 
and university administration in attendance. 24 total 
undergraduate members make up the founding class of 
the colony which is comprised of a balanced mix of 
junior transfer students and freshmen. The diverse 
group is highlighted by men who are highly involved on 
campus in areas such as athletics, campus media, 
student government, etc.  (Continued on next page)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The first edition of the Electronic 
ΣΑΕ News, sent out in April to 
every brother on our email list, got 
rave reviews, based on the emails 
our Webmaster, John McMullen 
received.  A special thanks to our 
new editor, Mike Templeton, a real 
“pro” with electronic newsletters.  
Also I can’t thank enough David 

Robinson, who served as the dedicated editor for so 
many years I can’t remember how long. My best guess 
is it’s been close to 20 years. David will continue to 
contribute to the newsletter in the future, for which 
we are very grateful.

Regarding the positive feedback we received, I 
found it rather ironic that many of the brothers, who 
sent compliments to John, are not members of the 
Association. In past times, the printed newsletter was 
only sent to dues paying members, because of the cost 
involved. The Board decided to go the e-newsletter 
route; expanding our distribution by approximately 300 

brothers. The hope was it would help increase the 
number of “paid members”. Even though producing the 
newsletter electronically is certainly less expensive, the 
fact of the matter is the Association still needs your 
financial help. Among other things, we support the local 
chapters with Leadership School tuitions and, now that 
California Chi is back, those needs increase. Please fill 
out the enclosed Membership Application and send it 
along with your check.

Now that we are able to produce a more extensive 
newsletter, the Membership Update, listing our paid 
members, will be a regular feature. If those of you, who 
were members last year, have any doubts about 
whether or not you’re paid up for this year, all you 
need to do is check the list. Invoices will be going out 
shortly to Regular Members and personalized letters to 
Century Club Members, asking you to renew. Please 
save us the time and expensive, by renewing now.

ØA,

BRO PRO-FILES:  BEN AVEY (CA-TH ’04)

NUCLEAR MELTDOWN SPURS LIFE LESSON ON BROTHERHOOD

With strong leadership in place, and momentum 
continuing to build on campus this group is highly 
likely to see success in achieving their goal of 
becoming a successful colony and eventual chapter of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon at UC San Diego. There are 
several alumni in the San Diego area who have 
committed themselves to assist the colony in their 
development, and we will continue to welcome 
more. Giving back to a colony is one of the most 

rewarding experiences an alumnus of the fraternity 
can become a part of. If any alumni are interested in 
assisting the colony in any way or hearing more 
about their efforts please contact Coordinator of 
Extension, Alex Hand. Alex can be reached at 
ahand@sae.net. We look forward to the continued 
success of California Chi at the University of 
California, San Diego. 

U.S. Navy Surgeon General Vice. Adm. Adam Robinson 
discusses Navy Medicine policy with Ben Avey and Navy 
leaders during his visit to U.S. Naval Hospital Yokosuka in 
2010. A member of the hospital's Executive Steering 
Committee, Avey is charged with communicating with 
hospital beneficiaries in Yokosuka and at eight branch 
clinics in Japan, Korea and Diego Garcia.  (U.S. Navy photo 
by Tom Watanabe/Released)

Brother Ben’s story, in his own words, follows on the 
next page.

http://www.saesd.org
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I was recently reminded that brotherhood, while 
given great lip service in the Greek community, is not 
inherently present in a fraternity. It is something young 
pledges and brothers learn and must be passed from 
one generation to the next less it whither away.  

For me, brotherhood was an afterthought of “frat” 
life when I arrived at San Diego State in the fall of 
1999. “Frats” seemed like lots of fun with a mystique 
that made it all the more alluring. A provocative flyer 
posted in my dorm promising a good time drew me to 
a large house with lion statues where my future big 
brother (with two scantily clad women) explained to 
me why I should pledge SAE. With the promise of epic 
parties, a harem of women and a great group guys who 
I had already started to befriend, I was hooked and 
signed a bid the next day. While the harem of women 
may have been exaggerated a bit, it proved to be an 
overall wise life decision. 

Unlike many of my non-SAE friends, there was an 
inherent trust with my newly minted brothers. I knew 
that when I was in trouble, help was a phone call away. 
Young or old, friend or foe, I knew that SAE’s would 
have my back against all others. It may have been the 
byproduct of a budding house vying for recognition as a 
“top house”, but in the end, it was us against the world 
and we were unified in the effort. 

Nearly twelve years after I signed my bid, I was 
reminded of that inherent trust, or brotherhood, when 
a different effort prompted me to seek the help of my 
SAE brothers. I didn’t need them to drive me home 
from a bar or get into a fight, I didn’t need bail and I 
didn’t need a ride to the hospital. 

I needed them to take care of my wife and 
newborn daughter who were being evacuated from 
Japan.  

Following the magnitude 9.0 earthquake and 
tsunami in Japan, a nuclear reactor 180 miles to the 
north of the American navy base we called home 
suffered a catastrophic failure of its cooling systems and 
began melting down. The containment buildings 
exploded and winds pushed toxic plumes of radioactive 
contamination south, thrusting our community into a 
voluntary evacuation of family members and non-
essential personnel.

As the Public Affairs Officer for U.S. Naval Hospital 
Yokosuka, which quickly became a key player in the 
ensuing public health crisis, the Navy requested that I 
stay in Japan to support operational needs. 

My wife boarded a shuttle bus bound for the 
nearest air force base in the middle of the night with a 
single 40-pound suitcase, a stroller and a 4-month-old 
baby. She had all our important documents, photos and 
memories. I kissed her goodbye not knowing when we 
would meet again. It was a dynamic situation and we 
truly didn’t know how or when it would all come to an 
end. 

A couple of quick e-mails and phone calls after her 
departure confirmed our tentative plan in short order. 
She would go to San Diego where my SAE brothers 
would help her until my work in Japan was done. My 
brothers never hesitated, never wavered and took on 
the newly sworn duty without a second thought. They 
gave my family a place to sleep, donated toys to my 
daughter, provided daycare so my wife could return to 
work, apartment shopped, moved furniture, helped my 
wife buy a car and even escorted her to the airport to 
pick me up for a long awaited reunion. 

For two and a half months they did everything they 
could to help without question and without fail. For 
that, I am eternally grateful. 

Call it brotherhood, call it friendship, call it 
whatever you want, but its what SAE means to me and 
what fraternity is all about. For the sake of future 
brothers, I hope it continues. Special thanks to brothers 
Chris McCoy, Mark Dewey, Adam Porter and Tom 
Hawes. 

	
 	
 	
 	
 Phi Alpha. 

Editor’s note: — Brother Ben Avey is a native of 
Sacramento and a 2006 graduate of San Diego State. In 
2008 Brother Avey followed his wife Kyla, a commissioned 
officer in the U.S. Navy Nurse Corps, to her new duty 
station Yokosuka Japan where he was hired as a civilian 
public relations professional. Upon his return to San Diego 
this August, Avey will reunite with his wife and daughter 
Kinsley and serve as the Government and Media Relations 
Manager for Family Health Centers of San Diego.

BRO PRO-FILES (CONT.)

http://www.saesd.org
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This has been a year filled with 
adversity for the California 
Alpha-Gamma (CSU San Marcos) 
chapter. The chapter was put on 
interim suspension by the 
university in September which 
c o n t a i n e d a u n i v e r s i t y 

administrative hearing.   Because of this, the chapter 
voluntarily went through a membership review 
administered by Province Chi-Alpha.

Regardless of the issues the chapter faced, the 
administration of the school is currently on good terms 
with the E.A. and the national fraternity.  Each has put 
aside disagreements and each has chosen to work with 
one another.   The suspension was a blessing in disguise 
because the chapter has realized who is in it for the 
right reasons and who is not.  

Despite chapter function as a whole being 
paralyzed, individuals still carried out their respective 

roles.  The executive officers and the chapter did not 
take it's eyes off of the light at the end of the tunnel.  
The chapter returned to activity on campus in early 
May.  At this time a risk management seminar and 
officer elections took place.  The E.A. and the rest of 
the chapter has worked diligently over the year 
towards improving the culture of the chapter and 
developing younger brothers into leaders on and off 
campus.  Most importantly, it has given the chapter time 
to strengthen the bonds of brotherhood and prepare 
for the future.  The chapter and it's members will carry 
on as gentlemen throughout the 2011-12 school year, 
and strive to achieve the zeal that it is capable of.

Phi Alpha

Editor’s Note - Wes was selected as an Ambassador for 
this year’s Leadership School and was also the winner of the 
Charles Collins Scholarship Award ($2,000).

CAL THETA (SDSU) - BY ERIC ANDERBERG, EA

In the second half of the spring 
semester, all of California Theta’s 
hard work finally paid off.   With a 
stronger focus on academics, and 
many hours spent in the library, 
w e fi n i s h e d fi n a l s h i g h l y 
anticipating our results.  When the 
Greek grade report was released 

in late June, SAE showed a drastic improvement with a 
2.94 chapter grade point average.  For the first time in 
two years, we made the Greek Honor Roll by beating 
the All Greek Men’s average (2.86). We look to 
continue our focus in the fall semester and use our 
success in the classroom as a huge recruitment tool.

On top of improving academically, many of our 
members have been becoming more involved on 
campus through both Greek and non-Greek 
organizations.  Cal Theta currently holds the maximum 
number of spots on the Inter-Fraternity Council 
Executive Board: filling the positions of Recruitment 
Director, Secretary, and Assistant Activities and 
Recruitment Director. Darin Ruiz was named 

Associated Students (A.S.) Executive Vice President 
after a hard fought election at the end of March.  Eric 
Anderberg will serve his second year on A.S. Council, 
moving from Inter-Fraternity Council Representative, 
to College of Business Representative, and Steven 
Borrelli will fill one of the A.S. commissioner spots in 
the upcoming year.  We look for continued involvement 
in A.S. Boards and Committees as well as major-related 
organizations.

With a new Executive Board, including E.T. Adam 
Seperack, transitioned and beginning work in the 
summer; we will focus on our finances, our recruiting, 
and our school-wide philanthropy being held at the end 
of October.  We will also look forward to hearing our 
Standards of Excellence (S.O.E.) rating, which will be 
announced at homecoming . With improved 
participation and chapter programming along with the 
hard work of our S.O.E. chairman, we hope to be 
finalists come fall.  

Phi Alpha and thank you, to all who have supported 
us this semester.

Chapter Reports

CAL ALPHA GAMMA(SAN MARCOS) - BY WESTON RYAN, EA

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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ABBOTT, PAT

ANDERSON, RON

ARRINGTON, FRANK

AVEY, BEN

BANKERT, DAVE

BEE, CLIFF

BOAZ, JIM

BOYCE, JIM

BRIGHTON, CARL

BROWN, FRANK

BRUNETTO, STEFANO

BYROADS, JEFF

COE, THURSTON

COOVER, RON

CRABB, DAVID

CRANE, JIM

CRINGAN, GARY

DICKS, MIKE

DRAKE, MIKE

EVANS, AUSTIN

FARIS, TED

FARRAGE, JOE

GABLE, TOM

GAINES, FRANK

GILL, DAVE

GOODALL, JACK

GRESHAM, BILL

GRUBBS, BUB

HANKEN, KEN

HARRINGTON, DON

HITT, JOE

JANUARY, JERRY

JARRETT, RICK

KECK, ALLAN

KEEHNER, GARY

KENDALL, NORM

KENNEDY, MIKE 

KINTON, JOHN

LAMBERSON, GARY

LAREAU, DICK

LOSEY, GARY

MACDONALD, DENNIS

MADDOX, GUY

MARCKWARDT, BILL

MARTIN, GARY

MAYS, MARK

MCCLURE, MIKE

MCCOY, CHRIS

MCLAREN, MARK

MCMANUS, JOHN

MCMILLIN, MARK

MCMULLEN, JOHN

MILLER, RICHARD

MONELL, JERRY

MORTENSEN, ERNIE

MYERS, GENE

NELSON, JEFF

NORDMARKEN, MIKE

PACK, MIKE

PALMER, DUANE

PATRIDGE, MITCH

PAUL, OTIS

PETERSON, WAYNE 

PLACE, ELON

PORTER, ADAM

PORTER, BOB

REBELO, JOHN

RENDEN, SEAN

ROBERTS, RON

SHOWS, TOM

SOUTHARD, GLENN

TEMPLETON, MIKE

THOMSON, DAVE

TRONCONE, DICK

TURNER, JOE

VIDAL, RAY

VOGT, BILL

WALSETH, GEORGE

WALSETH, HARVEY

WARNER, DENNIS

WELLS, RICK

WEST, RICK

WOLPERS, BOB

WORTMANN, JOHN

YOUNG, BRAD

YOUNG, JIM

IN MEMORY OF

   SERGIO AMIEVA

2011 CENTURY CLUB MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

There are currently a total of 128 members of the San Diego Alumni Association. Over half 
(87) of these members have taken that extra step to support the Association by becoming 
Century Members. It is easy to join, just print out and mail the enclosed Membership 
Application, and view the Association Website (www.saesd.org) to see if you are current.

• Nick Gianulis, Cal Theta ’57 • Bill Carey, Cal Theta ’60 • Dick Iverson, Cal Theta ’51

CHAPTER ETERNAL

2011 REGULAR MEMBERS
BARSZ, BILL

BATTENFIELD, BOB

BECKER, GARY

BERG, JOE

BRAUN, GEORGE

BRIGGS, SCOTT

BROWN, FRANK

CLEATOR, BOB

COLSTON, CHAD

DAHL, JIM

DAHMS, FRITZ

DEWEY, MARK

DOHERTY, GREGG

DOLAN, BILL

DUNSMORE, GARY

EHRHARDT, ROSS

FINSTER, DAVE

FLEMER, SCOTT

GAINES, JIM

GAY, MATT

GILBERT, MARV

GOETZE, WARREN

HARRIS, JEAN

HIGDON, AL

JENSEN, BOB

KADERLI, ROY

KELLY, TIM

LINKE, H.T.

LINKE, HOWARD

MEHLBERGER, SCOTT

MYERS, BOB

NEWBY, NICK

PALMTAG, HERB

PENICK, JEFF

POULSEN, BOB

RADER, FRED

RELUCIO III, D. RYAN

WENDT, BOB

WOLCOTT, PETE

WRIGHT, TOM

WRIGHT, JAMES

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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∑AE Alumni Association of San Diego

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Address: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

City: "" " " " "    State: " "    Zip: " " " "

Phone: (W) " " "   (H) " " " "   (M) "" " " "

Email: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Chapter: " " " " " " " "   Graduation Year: " "

Occupation: " " " " " " " " " " " "

Annual Dues Category:"❒  Regular Membership $30.00
" " " " ❒  Century Club $100.00 or more - $ " " " "

If you are joining within one year after graduation, your first year’s dues are $20.00.

Please mail this Application together with your check made out to:

∑AE Alumni Association
c/o Dick Troncone

2245 San Diego Avenue
Suite 222

San Diego, CA 92110

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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Alumni News

SAE Cal Theta Brothers who are past Presidents of 
the San Diego State University Alumni Association 

gathered in April to thank San Diego State University 
President Dr. Steve Weber, center, at a luncheon 
meeting of the SAE Alumni Association of San Diego.  
Dr. Weber is retiring after 15 years of outstanding 
leadership and service to the university and the 
community.  More SAEs have served as president of the 
university alumni association than any other Greek 
organization.  With the San Diego Yacht Club as a 
background, are, from left, six past presidents and the 
years they served: Bob Battenfield (1974 & 75), 
Dan Bamberg (1978), Dick Troncone (1976), 
Rick West (1998), John McMullen (1999), and 
Don Harrington (1980).  The late Tom Carter 
(1982) also served.

The photo and writeup are scheduled to appear in 
the July issue of The Record.

Brothers Mike “Mad Dog” 
Matson (CA-TH ’70) and 
Gary Losey (CA-TH ’79) 

take a break from their work 
in building a new custom 
fireplace for the Cal-Theta 
house.

  They are shooting video of 
their progress on the new 
fireplace project, as well as 
other house improvement 

projects, to document the work efforts. Mad Dog 
reports that he and the SAE Active Chapter have a goal 
of completing all work on the new SAE fireplace & 
remodeled pledge room by May 15th, 2011 so they can 
enter it into the SAE National House Project Contest.

The drawing below shows how the new fireplace, 
with its pair of lions, will look when finished. 

Brothers Building New Cal-Theta House Fireplace

Past Alumni Association Presidents Honor Retiring SDSU President

Association Member Marv Gilbert Named Escondido Chamber "Business Leader of Year"

Marv Gilbert (CA-TH ’62) of North County Insurance, received the 2011 Business Leader of the Year Award 
from the Escondido Chamber of Commerce. Marv is a past chairman of the Chamber, a member of the 
Chairman’s Circle, and also a member of the Escondido Union School District Board of Education.

http://www.saesd.org
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Young Alumni Break the Speed Limit - By Chris McCoy (CA-TH  036)

The young alumni had a great event at the Miramar 
Speed Circuit. Eight brothers attended the event and all 
had a blast. Averaging 30+ mph, the event was an 
adrenaline rush, and will likely become a regular event 
for our group. 

This was a bittersweet event as this was the last 
event for Brother Jeff Whetstone as he begins a 5 

month tour as a crew member of the Norwegian 
Cruse Lines. He will be sailing around the Hawaiian 
Islands for the next 5 months. We wish him our best 
and look forward to his return.

Looking forward, on July 30th, the Young Alumni 
will be hosting our 4th annual Summer Poker 
Tournament. The location has yet to be determined, but 
all brothers are welcome to attend. For more 
information, contact Brother Chris McCoy (619) 
606-3124, or Brother Mark Dewey (619) 890-0665.

Finally, we still have a few tickets available (less than 
10) for the "Night with The Padres" on August 18th. 
Don't be the brother standing outside the gate because 
you didn't respond in time. Reserve your ticket today. 
Call 619-606-3124 or look for the link on the Alumni 
Association Website (www.saesd.org)

Finally, we would like to welcome Brother Ryan 
Relucio from Cal-Iota (Fresno State) who was at our 
event at the Miramar Speed Circuit. We would like to 
welcome him to our group.

On June 11th, Brother Al Higdon, (CA-TH ’59), 
again hosted his annual Cal-Theta 50’s – 60s party at 
his ranch in Crest.

It was a beautiful day and approximately 20 
brothers and their significant others gathered to 
reconnect and enjoy catered “street tacos” and fixins’. 

Additional photos, from the day, are available on the 
“Images Page” of the association website: www.saesd.org

Brother Al Higdon’s Annual Cal-Theta 50’s – 60’s Party Held

Alumni News (Cont.)

Several Brothers are “Wise Old Men of San Diego”

Jack Goodall (CA-TH ’60) was recently voted into Q.E.D. (Quandaries, Explorations, and Decisions), a 
select group of 65 retired senior military officers and business executives, considered “The Wise Old Men of San 
Diego” (see www.qed-sandiego.org). Jack joins other Brothers who are Q.E.D. Members - Peter Ellsworth 
(CA-AL ’53), Cliff Bee (MI-DE ’61), Dick Lareau (CA-TH ’54) and Mike Templeton (OH-EP ’63).

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org/
http://www.saesd.org/
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.qed-sandiego.org
http://www.qed-sandiego.org


 www.saesd.org         Page 9

Alumni 
Association

PRESIDENT

Dick Troncone

BOARD MEMBERS

Ron Anderson
Frank Arrington

Cliff Bee
Joe Farrage
Mark Mays

Chris McCoy
John McMullen
Adam Porter

Mike Templeton
Bill Vogt

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Mike Templeton
(619)297-7311

Email: mtempleton@saesd.org

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR

Frank Arrington
(619)260-1660

WEB MASTER

John McMullen
(619)697-1025

Email: jwmcmullen@saesd.org

Upcoming 
Events

August 18, 2011

Padres Baseball Event
Padres v. Marlins

Atop the Western Metals Bldg.

December 16, 2011

Holiday Party
Sheraton West Hotel

Additional Functions

Website: www.saesd.org

Padres vs. Marlins - Thursday, August 18th.

The SAE Alumni Association, along with the Young Alumni Chapter, are 
hosting a "Night at the Padres". Seating atop the Western Metals Supply 
Building.  Your $51 ticket includes food and beverage. Wives or Girlfriends 
are encouraged.

For Reservations/Information contact Brother Chris McCoy @ (619) 
606-3124 or 4mccoy@gmail.com

Alumni News (Cont.)

News briefs containing information of interest to the Brotherhood 
concerning local fraternity activities and current members of the SAE 
Alumni Association of San Diego, should be emailed to the Editor 
mtempleton@saesd.org. All text file formats are acceptable. Digital 
photos should be at least 300 dpi. 

POLICY ON ALUMNI NEWSLETTER BRIEFS
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