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SDSU Coach Rocky Long to Speak at 
ΣAE Alumni Association Luncheon

On Thursday, July 28th

∑AE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF SAN DIEGO ISSUE # 65  •  JULY, 2016

Roderick John "Rocky" Long, Jr. was named the 18th 
head coach in Aztec football history in January 2011 and became 
the first San Diego State head coach to lead the team to a bowl 
game in his  debut campaign. Coach Long has also amassed the 
most victories of any  Mountain West head coach since the 
league's inception in 1999. Under his guidance, a total of 10 Aztecs 
have been chosen in the NFL Draft over the past four years.

On Thursday, July 28th at the San Diego Yacht Club, Coach 
Long will address how they focus their recruiting on “tough 
guys”, the prospects for a new football stadium, and why the 
Aztecs are rated in the top 20 in some 2016 pre-season polls. 
Long’s teams are fun to watch since he doesn’t put much stock in 
conformity. He is not afraid to go for it on 4th down, and has 
some interesting thoughts on not punting which I’m sure will 
share with us.

The Yacht Club is at 1011 Anchorage Lane, San Diego, CA 
92106. The event begins at 11:45 AM, and the cost is $20. Bring a 
Brother! To make reservations, call (619) 685-5294.

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org


 www.saesd.org         Page 2

President’s Message

   With the year half over our beloved association has had a great first half.  Attendance 
at our luncheons has remained high and we have been very fortunate to see some new 
faces join us. 

   Back in April we brought to you a new type of event in the Brews with Bros series 
which was an outright success.  Your board received numerous compliments on the 
event.  So much so that there is another in the works. 

   For those of you who made our last luncheon you got to hear from Steve Cushman, 
Chairman of the San Diego Convention Center Corporation, and what a great 
discussion did Steve give.  Many thought it was our best program this year.  

   I am also pleased and appreciative to all of you who have renewed your 2016 
membership since our last newsletter.  Especially the many Century Club renewals that 

were received.  We of course appreciate all of you and your generosity to not only our association, but to our 
three undergraduate chapters in San Diego County whom benefit from your yearly dues.  

If you have yet to renew for 2016 there is still time to do so.  Remember, current 2016 Century Club 
members receive free admission plus a guest to our annual Holiday Party which will be held on December 2nd.  

As we look to the second half of 2016 your Board is continually working hard to bring you quality programs 
and events.  That said, if I can ask a small favor, the next time you run into one of them please give them a little 
Phi Alpha.  They are truly working hard for all of us and I simply can’t thank them enough. 

In the bonds,

Adam Porter

President

president@saesd.org. 

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
mailto:president@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:president@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
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     Before entering San Diego State College (which was renamed SDSU in 
1972) as a junior, Thurston Coe hadn’t anticipated his future would 
include joining ΣAE, extensive world travel and ownership of a popular 
Old Town restaurant.

   Brother Coe pledged the Cal Theta chapter in 1966. “I had a high school 
friend who was in the fraternity and I also met a couple of other 
members,” he said. “I was aware that ΣAE had a strong reputation 
nationally. I definitely made the right choice.”

     As a senior, Thurston lived in one of the “Green Houses,” the original 
College Place chapter house. “I was in the last group who lived there, 
before the construction of the new (current) one,” he said. “Only seven 
Brothers lived in the house then; I think the rent was about $20 a month. 
It wasn’t luxurious, but we had parking spaces and were close to the 
campus. I really enjoyed the experience.”

Receiving his Business Administration Degree in 1967, he wasn’t quite ready to enter the workforce. “I took 
a little different route than many other graduates,” he said. “I had always wanted to travel the world; so during my 
twenties I took three separate trips, each lasting about a year. I traveled throughout Europe, as well as to Asia, 
Africa, Australia and elsewhere.”

The world traveler then decided to “settle down,” although on his own schedule. He worked in restaurants 
in Aspen, Colorado and Sun Valley, Idaho, first as a busboy and then waiter and manager. “For a few years I would 
work there in the winter and return to the San Diego beach area for the summer.”

He later managed restaurants in San Diego and co-owned one with several partners. In 1985, Thurston 
became manager of La Piñata in Old Town. “When the owner retired, I had the opportunity to purchase it and 
we’ve been here ever since.”

Thurston has enjoyed the restaurant profession, but emphasized that there have been some challenges. “For 
example, when the recession hit in 2008, the restaurant industry went from a peak high to a low,” he explained. 
“Business was off dramatically, as people didn’t dine out as often. Then when that was finally over, we faced 
another obstacle when extensive road work in front of the restaurant made it difficult for people to park. Our 
business has been better the last few months.” Customers definitely approve of La Piñata; for the past three 
years the Union-Tribune’s Best of the Best survey has ranked it one of San Diego’s Top 10 Mexican restaurants. 

 While he’s busy throughout the week, Thurston and his wife Renetta enjoy spending long weekends at their 
second home in Julian.  “We love the environment and change of climate. Upon retirement we plan to be there 
even more frequently.”

They also enjoy visiting their son, an auditor at a San Francisco accounting firm, and taking other short trips.

In addition, he has been involved in Old Town politics, including his service as chairman of the Old Town 
Planning Group’s Board of Directors. “It not only enables me to be aware of critical business issues, but also to 
give back to the local community.” 

Although his schedule makes it difficult to attend many ΣAE Alumni Association luncheons, the long-time 
Century Club member has joined his Brothers at numerous Founder’s Day celebrations. “I enjoyed my ΣAE 
experience during college and have maintained longstanding friendships with  a number of Brothers. The Alumni 
Association is a great way to stay connected.” 

BRO PRO-FILES:  THURSTON COE (CA-TH ’67) - BY DAVID ROBINSON

Thurston Coe Traveled the World – Found Career Destination at Home

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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Voice of the ESA
I WAS AN ƩAE. That is the line I run into the most often when, in the course of 
my travels, I meet alumni who learn about my role with the Fraternity. And, of 
course, I remind them ever so gently that they still are. 

Ater all, membership is for life. I recalled the lifetime commitment we share in our 
Fraternity while I was on Capitol Hill recently as I lobbied with others for the 
Collegiate Housing & Infrastructure Act. 

When I met Senator Johnny Isakson of Georgia, he immediately extended the 
grip, leaned into me and said, “You may not know this, but I served on the faculty 
for the John O. Moseley Leadership School for many years — and I found it to be 
rewarding and impactful. Keep up the good work.” 

That encounter left no doubt in my mind that when it comes to Senator Isakson, 
membership is for life. His deed follows his word. 

A line from legendary Yankees catcher Yogi Berra comes to mind as we look to the future as an organization: 
“If you don’t know where you are going, you’ll end up someplace else.” 

Too often, even the strongest of organizations fails to articulate a clear and compelling course for the future. 
Over the last several years, ΣAE has been sidetracked by a number of incidents that put us in a defensive, and not 
proactive, posture. 

Serving as the Board of Directors for Sigma Alpha Epsilon, the Supreme Council is charged with establishing 
the mission, vision and strategic direction for our Fraternity. 

We take that charge seriously, which is why immediately after I was sworn in as your ESA in Newport Beach 
last July, we reached out to students, alumni and friends via surveys, focus groups and phone calls to see what 
you, our members, think about the challenges and opportunities facing our Noble Order. 

The overwhelming response was very helpful to the Strategic Planning Committee, which was tasked with 
drafting a three-year strategic plan for the Fraternity. The result is a concise, five-page document that clearly 
outlines the future of our organization. 

The cornerstone of our plan is our mission. It defines who we are and why we exist. Our mission is to 
advance the highest standards of friendship, scholarship, leadership and service for our members throughout life. 

Our vision statement is broader and aspirational in nature: True Gentlemen making our global community 
better. We envision a future in which our members, students and alumni alike, embrace our creed each day, in 
word and deed, to create a better community at home and abroad. 

The Strategic Plan will focus on three core areas. The first and primary goal is to engage and retain alumni 
throughout life. In fact, while you may have noticed the new mission is more concise than its previous version, we 
were careful to add two key words: throughout life. 

That is because, in all our research of the John O. Moseley Zeal Award-winning chapters, the one common 
denominator we found was that the best performing chapters have strong, consistent and robust support from 
and engagement with their alumni. E-survey from students also revealed that they value engagement highly with 
alumni, not only in connection with chapter operations but as mentors and coaches. 

Today, just more than one percent of our 200,000 living alumni are engaged with the Fraternity as volunteers 
or donors to the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Foundation. A critical objective of our plan is to broaden and diversify our 
talent pool by adding 500 new alumni volunteers to the rolls prior to our convention in Boston next July. 

Our organization’s reputation was badly damaged in 2015. As one of the largest values-based collegiate 
organizations in North America, the second critical component of the plan is to increase our relevance and 
restore our reputation by better connecting our members with our mission.  (Continued next page)

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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Understanding why we exist is core to recruiting students and alumni who exemplify our mission and values. 
We cannot succeed if we do not have a common understanding of this core underpinning of our organization. 

Ensuring our members on the 235 campuses across the United States and Canada have a safe, positive, 
constructive and affirming experience is of critical importance. And as such, our third core focus area includes 
specifc strategic initiatives designed to reduce and eliminate incidents that put our members and guests at risk. 

In this column, I’ve outlined our ambitious vision for the future. 

To our students, I ask you to incorporate our mission and vision into the daily life of your chapter or colony. 

And to our alumni, I simply remind you: You will always be an ΣAE. Never forget that membership is for life 
and that your support is needed now more than ever.  And so I ask you to join me. Renew your commitment to 
ΣAE by visiting www.sae.net to sign on as an alumni volunteer. Whether as a mentor, adviser, house corporation 
volunteer or alumni association leader, like Johnny Isakson, you too can make a difference in the life of a student. 

Phi Alpha,

Steven W. Churchill (Iowa State ’85)
Eminent Supreme Archon
esa@sae.net

Editor’s Note:  Brother Churchill’s message was taken from the current issue of  “The Record”.

National has just released the new Strategic Plan for 2016 - 2018. The 
strategic initiatives are the product of months of work by active 
members, alumni and staff. National staff engaged students, volunteers 
and donors throughout the Realm through surveys, focus groups, 
meetings and one-on-one communication to gain the best possible 
understanding of issues and interests. They have made their best effort 
to ensure those priorities are reflected in the plan’s goals, objectives 
and strategies.

These initiatives are intended to serve as a primary set of priorities for 
the next three years with goals achieved by the end of 2018. The 
Supreme Council and staff will use this plan as a guide in developing the 
programs, tactics and services that will drive the organization forward 
and support the Mission of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. This plan is not 
intended to be an all-encompassing approach to the Fraternity but 
rather a set of focused initiatives to promote member involvement and 
organizational growth. 

If you would like to download a copy of the Plan  CLICK HERE.

NEW ΣΑΕ STRATEGIC PLAN RESEASED

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.sae.net
http://www.sae.net
mailto:esa@sae.net%3C/a
mailto:esa@sae.net%3C/a
http://data.sae.net/docs/StrategicPlan.pdf
http://data.sae.net/docs/StrategicPlan.pdf
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Alumni News

June Luncheon with Stephen Cushman Held - by Bob Poulsen

Inaugural Brews with Bros Event Held - by Bill Marckwardt

	 Steve Cushman grew up in the Pt. Loma area and wanted to attend San Diego 
State, he told a group of nearly 40 brothers who gathered at the San Diego Yacht 
Club on June 8th to hear him speak. “And, I knew a lot of guys from Pt. Loma High 
who went to State and were at the ΣΑΕ house and they said they wanted me to 
join if I was accepted,” he said. “But, unfortunately,  I didn’t get into State.” 

	 Luckily, this did not stop the fourth generation San Diegan from serving the 
community, eventually being named “Mr. San Diego” by the Rotary Club and serving 
on at least 70 boards and commissions throughout the county over the ensuing 
years.

	 And, when he entered the Frost room at the Yacht Club that day, he quickly 
realized he already knew many of those who showed up to hear him speak about 

the varying ideas and petitions and hype concerning the proposed construction of an addition to the downtown 
Convention Center/stadium/etc. (Continued on next page)

The inaugural Brews with Bros event was sponsored by the ΣΑΕ San Diego Area Alumni Association on 
Thursday, April 28th at Ballast Point Brewery in Miramar.  As intended, this weekday after-work event drew 
ΣΑΕ’s ranging from actives (21 years and older) through the more senior brothers. We had a good distribution 
of Alumni ages and backgrounds - education, technology sales/management, personal products, law, National 
office, City engineering, banking, real estate, accounting/consulting, etc. Additionally, brothers not seen for some 
time appeared at this contemporary, centrally-located affair.  It was soon discovered that Ballast Point has a 
broader selection of excellent beers on tap than is typically known to the common man! Brothers of all ages 
mixed together to socialize and network, and a great time was had by all. The intent of this new event is to 
broaden interest in our alumni association across all age groups and increase membership.

The next “Brews with Bros” is being planned for October 6, 2016 at the Karl Strauss Tasting Room and 
Beer Garden 5985 Santa Fe St., San Diego, CA 92109. Stay tuned for details. We look forward to seeing you 
this upcoming event, and appreciate your efforts to spread the word amongst your Bros!

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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As part of Cushman’s lively and informative talk, the brothers attending learned he did get a degree in 
Business Administration from California Western University and after beginning his career in publishing he 
established his automotive dealerships, the Cush Automotive Group. 

However, it was as his service on the Board of Directors of the San Diego Convention Center (he is 
Immediate Past Chair) and his current role as special assistant to Mayor Kevin Faulconer that sparked the most 
interesting comments he shared regarding all the proposals currently sifting through the local news media about 
the convention center.

Cushman detailed the workings of the petitioning system and the process the City uses to determine how, 
and if, the petition signees are valid, no matter what the issue. He also discussed the intricacies of the various 
petitions and why the bottom lines on most of them will not benefit the City and its citizens.

Perhaps his most interesting comments focused on the Mayor’s frustrations when dealing with the owner of 
the San Diego Chargers, concerning that team’s proposed stadium construction plan. “It’s real difficult to 
negotiate with a ghost,” he said. “You can’t reach a deal if the other side won’t talk to you.”

Ultimately, he noted, all of the various proposals and ideas will filter down and some resolution and valid plan 
should be able to be reached. 

After the program, many of the brothers who listened commented this was one of the better speakers who 
has addressed the group and they hoped Cushman could return in about a year to give an informed update.

Alumni News (Cont.)

Brother Dick Lareau (CA-BE ’54) was 
traveling in Venice, Italy when he spotted a 
pair of lions outside a building near St. 
Mark’s Square. He thought to himself that 
this could be a another ΣAE Chapter House 
with lions designed by “Mad Dog” 
Matson (CA-TH ’70), so he went in to 
investigate.

Unfortunately, the only people there spoke 
only Italian so it is remains a mystery - but 
then again, “Mad Dog” might know. He 
designed and built the lions for the Cal 
Theta House.

Possible Chapter House Spotted in Venice, Italy

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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Alumni News (Cont.)

Ronald Ridd (CA-TH ’71) joined Chapter Eternal on May 30th. Ron loved 
baseball like it was his first, second, third and twin-born fourth and fifth 
child. He played growing up and turned to umpiring when his pitching career 
didn't quite work out. Ron devoted his love to umpiring to any division he 
could get his hands on. He'd been a Division One college umpire working in 
five different  conferences and umpired five college regionals. He stood by 
Tony Gwynn at SDSU and most recently worked in adult/mens leagues 
throughout SoCal. Ron was the first home plate umpire when Petco Park 
opened in the SDSU vs. Stars tournament in 2004  to a crowd of over 
40,000 people.

The love he had for the baseball community started at an early age and grew 
with him through his life. Ron's love for baseball and his commitment to it's 
community will live on, though - forever.

Another Brother who has recently joined Chapter Eternal is Norm Potter (CA-TH ’65). Norm was involved 
in Media Sales for many years, in San Francisco and Los Angeles.  He was also a Founder of the now defunct 
Financial News Network, precursor to many of today's cable news networks.  He lived in Hermosa Beach, CA 
and is survived by his wife and one son

Brothers Join Chapter Eternal

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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“Happy Hour” Summer Mixer Scheduled for August 25th at San Diego Yacht Club

Upcoming Events

We are pleased to announce the ΣΑΕ Alumni Summer Mixer on August 25th is going to be held again at the 
San Diego Yacht Club in the new panoramic-view Frost Room. The Frost Room is located on the second floor of 
the Malin Burnham Sailing Center and is a premier banquet room with a wrap-around deck and stunning views 
of the yacht harbor. Its elegance is unmatched with deep wood detail, accented by tranquil earth tones, clean 
architectural lines, bay windows and yacht memorabilia.

As before, the large wrap-around deck will offer us great atmosphere to enjoy the drinks[no host], hors 
d’oeuvres and comradery with your favorite brothers…and hopefully an opportunity to meet new ones. Hope 
to see many of you and be sure to bring a brother especially if they are not ΣΑΕ Alumni members or have been 
absent from our events. This “Men Only” event promises to be a special evening starting at 5:30 PM.

Cost only $20; RSVP to the ΣΑΕ Voicemail (619) 685-5294 or Email: Events@SAESD.org

Brews with Bros Happy Hour Scheduled for October 6th

You spoke - we listened! This is the second of New Special Events that are in the 
works as a result of your inputs from the recent survey. It’s the start of a new 
tradition - mingle and network with Young Alumni (and some not-so-young). 

Join us for a Happy Hour Social on Thursday, October 6th at 5:30 PM to be held at 
the Karl Strauss Tasting Room and Beer Garden, located at 5985 Santa Fe St, San 
Diego, CA 92109 (Near Interstate 5 and the Pacific Beach exits of Grand/Garnet). All 
area ΣΑΕ’s are welcome! Reach out to a couple of your pals and join the Bros for a 
beer and some networking at one of San Diego’s biggest and best 
microbreweries. Great friends and great beers…It doesn’t get any better than this!

Although reservations are not required, if you would like to have a nifty pre-printed name badge, email us  
your Name, Chapter, and Grad Year, by clicking HERE.

Important! This is a 21 and over event - please drink responsibly - be a True Gentleman!

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
mailto:Events@SAESD.org?subject=Yes,%20I%20Plan%20to%20Attend%20the%20SAE%20Summer%20Mixer!
mailto:Events@SAESD.org?subject=Yes,%20I%20Plan%20to%20Attend%20the%20SAE%20Summer%20Mixer!
mailto:events@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Brews%20with%20Bros%20Happy%20Hour%20Event
mailto:events@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Brews%20with%20Bros%20Happy%20Hour%20Event
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Alumni 
Association

Board Contacts
PRESIDENT

Adam Porter (CA-TH ’02)
president@saesd.org

VICE-PRESIDENT
Mike Boyle (CA-TH ’72)

vicepresident@saesd.org

SECRETARY
Mike Templeton (OH-EP ’63)

secretary@saesd.org

TREASURER
Chris McCoy (CA-TH 02)

treasurer@saesd.org

MEMBERSHIP
Bill Marckwardt (CA-TH ’76)
membership@saesd.org

PROGRAMS/EVENTS
Gary Keehner (WA-AL ’62)

events@saesd.org

PRESIDENT EMERITUS
Dick Troncone (CA-TH ’65)

emeritus@saesd.org

CHRONICLER
John McMullen (CA-TH ’70) 

info@saesd.org

BOARD MEMBERS
Cliff Bee (MI-DE ’61)

Gary Martin (CA-TH ’81)
Bob Poulsen (ME-AL ’67)

Ryan Thorsen (CA-TH ’06)

In addition to news briefs containing information of interest to the 
Brotherhood concerning local fraternity activities, the newsletter team 
would like to bring back the “Alumni Updates” feature, which was part of 
the newsletter a few years back. If you’re a current member of the 
Association and you’ve changed jobs, received an honor or had some 
other newsworthy event take place in your life, please send an email to 
our Editor, Mike Templeton at news@saesd.org and we’ll include it in a 
upcoming newsletter.  All text file formats are acceptable. Digital photos 
should be at least 300 dpi. 

POLICY ON ALUMNI NEWSLETTER BRIEFS

Join the San Diego Area ΣΑΕ Alumni Association

We communicate through our "2015 top award winning" website 
(www.saesd.org), and this "2015 top award winning" quarterly e-
newsletter, as well as other social media means (see links on our 
website). 

We also provide support to our three local area Chapters, and 
participate in their philanthropic activities.

If you are an ΣΑΕ and are interested in joining our local 
association, please fill out and mail in the enclosed Membership 
Application Form.

Our top award winning association was 
founded in 1932 and continues to thrive today, with 
nearly 200 Alumni ΣΑΕ members. We welcome all 
ΣΑΕ Alumni, regardless of chapter or graduation 
year, to reconnect with your fraternity through 
association with us.

We have regular luncheons, with key note 
speakers, as well other social events including our 
annual Founders’ Day Dinner and Holiday Party.

• October TBD - Luncheon with SDSU Coach Steve Fisher
• November 5th - SDSU Aztecs Homecoming Football Game Tailgate
• December 2nd - Holiday Party at Sheraton Harbor Island West
• March 3, 2017 - Founders’ Day Dinner at the Bahia Resort Hotel

Upcoming Events (cont.)
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name: ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Address:! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

City: ! ! ! ! ! !    State: ! !    Zip: ! ! !

Phone: (W) ! ! !   (H) ! ! ! !   (M) !! ! ! !

Email: ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Chapter: ! ! ! ! ! ! !   Graduation Year: ! !

Occupation: ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Annual Dues Category:! ❒  Regular Membership $30.00
! ! ! ! ❒  Century Club $100.00 or more - $ ! ! !
(If you are joining within one year after graduation, your first year’s dues are $20.00.)

Please mail this form, together with your check to the address above.

If you would like to get more involved in our Association, please indicate your 
interest in serving on one of the following Committees:

! ❒ Events/Social Programs! ❒ Recruitment/Membership! ❒ Communications
! ❒ Finance/Fundraising! ! ❒ Nominations/Awards! ! ❒ Chapter Liaison

If you do not have the time to get more involved, you may wish to take that extra 
step to become a Century Club Member. Century Club Members pay annual dues of 
$100 or more to help support our philanthropic and mentoring activities, such as 
sponsoring undergraduate members from our local Chapters to the Annual 
Leadership School. Over the years, our Association has contributed close to $45,000 
for this important program.

∑AE Alumni Association of San Diego
302 Washington St., #423 • San Diego, CA 92103  www.saesd.org


