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145 Attend Founder’s Day

The 2011 Founder’s Day was a huge success, as 
145 brothers enjoyed the annual gathering March 4 at 
the Bahia Hotel, the first time at that location.  “It was 
a great evening, with the usual camaraderie, Brother of 
the Year award and other festivities,” said John 
McMullen.

   Special guests included Brad Cohen, Eminent 
Supreme Warden; Frank Ginocchio, Fraternity General 
Counsel; Gary Westling, Province Chi-Alpha Archon; 
Rick Goodwin, Province Chi Deputy Archon; Shay 
Stewart, Regional Director and Alex Hand, Extension 
Coordinator. 

A highlight of the evening was the recognition of 
Gary Losey (CA-TH ‘79) as Brother of the Year (See 
profile, page 2). Following opening remarks from 
Brother Cohen, Dick announced that Gary was being 
recognized for his significant achievements as Cal 
Theta House Corp. President.   “All of this work (on 

house repairs) has been accomplished through the 
dedication and strong will of Gary Losey,” Dick 
explained. “There is now a renewed pride in the 
house…Gary is a credit to his family and to SAE..” In 
addition, several other bros were recognized for their 
contributions to the fraternity. Brother Westling 
presented Merit Key Awards to Adam Porter (CA-

TH ‘02), Mark Mays (CA-TH ‘68) and Gary Losey. 
Adam Porter introduced Chris McCoy (CA-TH ’03), 
Stefano Brunetto (CA-TH ‘03), Tim Frick (CA-
TH ‘05) and Tom Petersen (CA-TH ’94) as Order 
of the Lion honorees.

 The program also included chapter reports from 
Eric Anderberg, EA of CA-TH, and Weston Ryan, EA of 
CA-AG, San Marcos (See Chapter Reports, page 4). 

Throughout the evening, two SDSU Thetas sold 
raffle tickets for a 50/50 drawing, with $400 going to 
the Alumni Association and (continued next page)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

F i r s t I ’d l i ke to express my 
appreciation to the 2010 Century 
Club members, listed in this issue of 
the ΣΑΕ News.  Realistically the 
Association couldn’t support the 
many programs we do, relying strictly 
on our basic membership of $30.00.  
In his remarks to those attending the 
most recent Founders Day, Eminent 

Supreme Warden, Brad Cohen, indicated the San Diego 
Alumni Association continues to be viewed as one of 
the premier Associations throughout ΣΑΕ. This 
certainly validates we’re doing some great things.

On a somewhat related matter, in one of my 
President’s Messages last year, I wrote that due to the 
high cost of holding the annual Holiday Party at the 
Sheraton Hotel ($30 per person), which had received 
rave reviews after leaving the San Diego Yacht Club, 

your Board of Directors decided we could no longer 
make it a free event. However due to various 
circumstances, we didn’t implement our plan to charge 
last December.

This year we will be returning to the Sheraton and 
the problem of cost will be with us again.  Since 
historically there has been no additional benefit to 
being a Century Club member, other than some 
recognition and knowing you’re helping to subsidize 
our activities, your Board has decided that, going 
forward, the Holiday Party will be free to Century Club 
members, but there will be a charge for everyone else.  

At this time, we don’t know what the per person 
charge will be. However we would encourage 
everyone, who is able, to upgrade your membership to 
the Century Club.

ØA,

BRO PRO-FILES:  GARY LOSEY CARES FOR THE HOUSE

Dick Troncone (right) presents Gary Losey 
with Brother of the Year award.

Gary Losey (CA-TH ’79) is adamant about 
having a well maintained house. As president of the Cal 
Theta House Corporation, Gary has prodded 
undergrad tenants to clean up after themselves, 
coordinated diverse repair projects and helped raise 
funds to pay for the needed improvements.

Even as an undergrad, Gary was committed to the 
welfare of Cal Theta. “I was rush chairman and 
treasurer, but especially enjoyed working around the 
house, such as the installation of new tile in the chapter 
room and entry, that Mark McMillin (then EA) and I 
did,” he said. Recognized as this year’s “Brother of the 
Year” for his accomplishments, Gary joined the House 
Corp. in 1982 and subsequently helped coordinate 
several key projects. “When Dick asked me to be 
president in 2009, I said that I (continued on next page)

brother Joe Hitt winning an equal amount. In 
addition, brothers from CA-AG San Marcos asked 
for donations for their philanthropic rebuilding trip 
to New Orleans. Aided by Dan Bamberg’s energetic 
collection technique, they raised $800.

 Don Harrington was once again the charismatic 
Master of Ceremonies and Bob Battenfield led the 
brethren  in a rousing rendition of “Come Sing” and 
“Violets.” (See www.saesd.org for additional photos)
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wanted to be proactive in getting repairs done and 
other remodeling scheduled.”

He has certainly accomplished that goal. Under 
Gary’s direction, the House Corp. has completed 
repair-remodel projects totaling over $200,000, 
including all new double pane bedroom windows, 
exterior paint, remodeled pledge room, new 
emergency battery-back up lighting at all inside 
common areas, two large new chapter room double-
pane back doors with electronic locks, new monitored 
addressable fire and smoke alarm systems. In addition, 
the old house bar room was converted into a newly-
remolded four man bedroom. To help defray the costs, 
he developed the Honor Wall, with bros being able to 
purchase a plaque. In 2010, SAE National recognized 
the Cal Theta House Corporation as the year’s Best 
House Corp. “My current goal is to raise an additional 
$800,000 to completely remodel the house, including 
new out buildings,” he said.

Gary emphasized that getting the resident bros to 
assume responsibility for their living quarters has not 
always been easy. “I believe the majority of them have 
respected me and what we’re doing, but they know that 
I can be tough when it comes to getting the work 
done. I think it has helped that we have tried to keep all 
of the brothers informed of our goals (and their 
chores) via regular e-mail updates.”

Brother Losey balances a busy House Corp. 
schedule—which until recently meant almost daily 
visits to the house----with his day jobs.   Upon 
graduation from SDSU in 1979, he founded Efficient 
Lighting Systems, a firm that installed energy efficient 
lighting in condos, apartments, and other buildings 

throughout southern California. “At the time, energy 
conservation that involved retrofitting of public area 
lighting was rather unique. The company grew 
substantially during the next several years.”

Based on his long-time interest in real estate 
investing and a gradual slowing in California building 
activity, in 2004 he shifted his priorities; becoming a 
Realtor with Prudential California Realty in San Diego. 
While still maintaining an interest in Efficient Lighting, 
today he is a multi-million dollar producing real estate 
agent, specializing in both residential and commercial 
properties. “I love what I’m doing,” he said. “I am able to 
use my background in lighting and construction, and 
help people find the right property — without the daily 
‘joys’ of managing a small business.”

Losey added that he also is making an effort to 
spend more time with his family: wife Kim, an SDSU 
Alpha Phi; and sons Brandon, a Cal State San Marcos 
student; Jack, a Cal Theta pledge; and Daniel, a high 
school sophomore. “I do have a full plate with real 
estate sales and House Corp. activity, but we plan to do 
more traveling, as well as enjoy my hobbies of 
photography and skiing.”

No matter how busy he is, Gary will always have a 
major commitment to SAE, with a special fondness for 
bros of his era. Every few years, he and Brother 
McMillin host large reunion parties, often drawing more 
than 250 people. “The fraternity has been a huge part 
of my life,” he said. “I rushed Cal Theta, got a bid to 
join, and subsequently had a fantastic experience as a 
pledge and undergrad. There isn’t a day goes by that I 
don’t talk to a bro, or get an e-mail or text message 
from one.”

NEW “E-ISSUE” NEWSLETTER FORMAT
This is the first “E-issue” of the SAE Alumni Association of San Diego Newsletter. We hope 
by transitioning to this new electronic format, we can better serve the interests of our 
Members, and in a more cost-effective manner. In addition we are expanding our distribution 
to non-members and friends of ΣΑΕ. We welcome your comments.

BRO PRO-FILES (CONT.)
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The California Alpha-Gamma 
(CSU San Marcos) chapter has 
faced a fair-share of adversity 
over the pas t two years . 
However, these hardships have 
made the chapter rise from the 
ashes to become stronger than 

ever before. The chapter currently consists of 20 
brothers who represent the values enunciated in the 
"True Gentleman". Currently, SAE comprises 6 out of 
the 13 Associated Students Board of Directors. Each of 
the 20 brothers are not only active on campus, but they 
are the leaders in their respective organizations.

In June, the chapter will be returning to New 
Orleans for their third annual Rebuilding the South 
community service event. We will be assisting the 
families who need help rebuilding their houses. Last 

year, the chapter sent 20 brothers and each performed 
50 hours of community service, for a total of 1,000 
hours over an entire week. The chapter partnered with 
First Line Charter Schools, where they rebuilt an old 
storage room, that was water-damaged, into a multi-
purpose room for the students. At the end of the 
week, the chapter participated in the SAE World Series 
of softball. At the banquet, the chapter was awarded the 
"Most Spirited" and "Farthest Traveled" honors.

On behalf of the entire chapter, I would like to 
thank the Alumni for their spontaneous and generous 
contributions during the Founders Day Dinner to help 
support our efforts.

 The chapter is looking forward to the next school 
year, and establishing a legacy for years to come.

Phi Alpha

CAL THETA (SDSU) - BY ERIC ANDERBERG, EA

California Theta currently has 
about 110 active members and 10 
pledges.   With over 90 young men 
coming through spring rush, we 
chose only the most qualified to 
pledge.   After the first round of 
grade cards were given out, 100% 
of the pledge class had above a 2.5 

GPA and most were above a 3.0.   Along with our 
strong focus on recruitment and grades, chapter 
programming and campus leadership are two of our 
strong suits that will put us in a great position for being 
a Dean’s Trophy finalist in the fall.  

A closer working relationship with our faculty 
advisor, Lori Bednarchik, has helped us make strides in 

chapter programming and academic success.    As a 
chapter, we have become more involved in other on 
campus organizations including: Associated Student 
Council and A.S. Boards and Committees, American 
Marketing Association, Finance and Investment Society, 
Greek Inter-Varsity, and intramural sports.   There has 
been an increase in SAE leadership in the Inter-
Fraternity Council as well.  Three of our members hold 
the highest executive offices on Jr. IFC and plan on 
moving on to IFC after the upcoming elections.

As the house continues to grow, we would like to 
thank all of our alumni for their support. 

Phi Alpha

Chapter Reports

CAL ALPHA GAMMA(SAN MARCOS) - BY WESTON RYAN, EA

http://www.saesd.org
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ABBOTT, PAT

ALLYN, PETER

IN MEMORY OF 
	
 SERGIO AMIEVA

ANDERSON, RON

ANES, PAUL

ARRINGTON, FRANK

BAMBERG, DAN

BANKERT, DAVE

BEE, CLIFF

BLACK, STEVE

BOAZ, JIM

BOYCE, JIM

BOYLE, MIKE

BRIGHTON, CARL

BRUNETTO, STEFANO

BYROADS, JEFF

CALLAN, TREVOR

COE, THURSTON

COOVER, RON

CRANE, JIM

CRINGAN, GARY

DAVIS, DAVE

DEWEY, MARK

DICKS, MIKE

DRAKE, MIKE

FARIS, TED

FARRAGE, JOE

GABLE, TOM

GAINES, FRANK

GILL, DAVE

GOODALL, JACK

GRESHAM, BILL

GRUBBS, BUD

HANKEN, KEN

HARRIS, JEAN

HARRISON, RICHARD

HESLEY, RICK

HITT, JOE

HULBERT, KEN 

JARRETT, RICK

JEFFCOAT, JAY

KEEHNER, GARY

KENDALL, NORM

KENNEDY, MIKE

KINGSTON, BOB

KINTON, JOHN

KRAUSE, KEN

LAMBERSON, GARY

LAREAU, DICK

LOMAC, JOHN

LOSEY, GARY

LUNCEFORD, STEVE

MacDONALD, DENNY

MADDOX, GUY

MARCKWARDT, BILL

MAYS, MARK

McANALLY, DON 

McCLURE, MIKE

McCOY, CHRIS

McLAREN, MARK

McMANUS, JOHN

McMILLIN, MARK

McMULLEN, JOHN

MILLER, RICHARD

MONELL, JERRY

MORTENSEN, ERNIE

MYERS, GENE

NELSON, JEFF

NORDMARKEN, MIKE

OBERHELMAN, DON

ODEN, FROSTY

OLSON, DAVE

PACK, MIKE

PALMER, DUANE

PATRIDGE, MITCH

PAUL, OTIS

PENICK, JEFF

PETERSON, WAYNE

PLACE, ELON

PORTER, ADAM

PUTTKAMMER, RICK

REBELO, JOHN

RENDEN, SEAN

RIELLY, BRIAN

ROBERTS, RON

ROBISON, CLAY

ROSE, JASON

SANDERS, JERRY

SCHULTZ, BILL

SOCCI, ROB

SOUTHARD, GLENN

STICKEL, TOM

TEMPLETON, MIKE 

THOMSON, DAVE

TRONCONE, DICK

TURNER, JOE

VIDAL, RAY

VOGT, BILL

WALSETH, GEORGE

WALSETH, HARVEY

WARNER, DENNIS

WEINER, JOHN

WELLS, RICK

WEST, RICK

WISE, DENNIS

WOLPERS, BOB

WORTMANN, JOHN

YOUNG, JIM

2010 CENTURY CLUB MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

At the end of 2010, there were a total 
of 206 members of the San Diego 
Alumni Association. Over half (108) of 
these members have taken that extra 

step to support the Association by becoming Century 
Members. Please check the Association Website 
(www.saesd.org) to see if you are current.

Support Your Association

It is easy to join! Regular dues are $30, Century 
Club membership is $100 or more. Send your contact 
information and check made out to:

SAE Alumni Association
c/o Dick Troncone 

2245 San Diego Avenue, Suite 222
San Diego, CA 92110 

• Terry D. Farrell - Cal Theta ’64
• Kenneth H. Golden - Cal Theta ’43

• Paul K. Sewell - Cal Theta ’49
• Sam Matson, Cal Theta '67

CHAPTER ETERNAL

http://www.saesd.org
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Alumni News

For six years Mark Mays (CA-TH '69), and his 
wife Karen, have hosted a breakfast for the executive 
committee of the CA-TH pledge class. For several 
years Mark has been the Chapter's Alumni 
representative for Rushing and Pledging. He takes this 
responsibility to heart. He hosts this breakfast and a 
visit to the Lions, to instill some of the history of the 
chapter and the idea that SAE is for life.  At this Year's 
breakfast he had Don Harrington (CA-TH '56) 
share some of his SAE experiences. After a wonderful 
breakfast and a serenade to Karen, the young men 
returned to the chapter house to rendezvous with the 
remaining members of their 45 man pledge class, in 
front of the Lions. At the Lions Mike "Mad Dog" 
Matson (CA-TH '70) described how, as a 19 year old 
active, he conceived and built the two Lions that have 
guarded the Chapter House for 42 years. He had a very 
committed audience. His presentation concluded with 
each of them shaking Mad Dog's hand. Some time ago 
Mark had realized that the undergraduate SAEs had no 
knowledge of how the Lions had come to be and he 
felt that needed to be remedied. Who better to tell the 

story than the builder himself, Mad Dog? To maintain 
the telling of this story for future CA-TH SAEs, this 
year Mark again hired videographer Miles Johnston to 
record the Lions story. You may see and hear Mad 
Dog's 11 minute Lions presentation by going to 
www.YouTube.com and searching for "Mad Dog 
Matson" and looking for the lion.

When Brother Jeff Penick’s 
(CA-TH ’71) father, Everett S. 
Penick (KY-EP ’43), passed away 
last November, he left behind a 
few mementos of his own time 
as an SAE.   “My brother and I 
were going through my dad’s 
belongings and we found his SAE 
pin and cufflinks, along with 

something even more special. We came across a 1916 
book titled Paragraph History of Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
written by William C. Levere, the well known early 
member of the fraternity recruited by co-founder 
Harry   Bunting,” Jeff explained. Then he saw the note. 
“Much to my surprise, there was an inscription inside 
the front cover to my Dad: ‘Dear Everett Penick, Yours 
for SAE and Kentucky Epsilon. To a good EA,’ and it was 
signed by Mr. Levere.”   Everett was EA of Kentucky 
Epsilon in the late 1930’s or early 1940’s and Jeff 

believes that Brother “Billy” most likely signed the book 
on a visit to the chapter house. Jeff   planned to share 
the story with the Kentucky Epsilon brothers and 
eventually donate the book to the SAE Museum in 
Evanston, Illinois. His dad undoubtedly would consider 
it fitting that the Paragraph History be added to the 
SAE National Library that Brother Levere had worked 
so hard to establish, along with the extensive collection 
of other fraternity books he amassed before his death 
in 1927.

Penick  Brothers Discover SAE Treasure

Origin of Cal Theta Lions - By John McMullen (CA-TH ’70)

http://www.saesd.org
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Don’t Let the Bed Bugs Bite - By Bill Marckwardt (CA-TH  ’76)

You wouldn’t think a few bugs could 
cause such havoc in one house, 
albeit a large, active fraternity 
house. However, when you consider 
that the bugs in question are of the 
bed variety, you have major 
problems. I first became aware of 
the bed bug problem at the Cal 

Theta house when my son Colin, who is an active living 
there, complained of being regularly bitten and 
mentioned others were as well. The problem seemed 
to have originated early in the fall 2010 semester. 
Several bros utilized bug bomb canisters, but these 
were rendered ineffective. The general House policy for 
pest infestations had been for each room to handle 
such issues on their own. But bed bugs are a different 
matter indeed. I contacted Gary Losey to discuss the 
situation, and it was decided that he would use his pest 
control company contacts to investigate eradication. 
The solution was to tent and “decontaminate” the 
house.   It was decided that last Thanksgiving weekend 
would be an ideal time to accommodate the necessary 

four-day fumigation process, as the 34 brothers living 
there all planned to be away. Presentations were given 
at several chapter meetings to instruct live-ins on how 
the elaborate decontamination process would work. A 
tent was erected in the back yard, where live-ins 
changed into freshly laundered clothes under 
monitored conditions upon departure and return. They 
had previously submitted departure and return clothes 
that were laundered, tagged, and sealed by a local dry 
cleaner. In addition, food had to be double-sealed in 
special bags. The brothers' cars were also treated in the 
parking lot prior to their departure.

It was grueling process, but a total success. The live-
ins have been enjoying a peaceful night’s sleep. A side 
benefit is that the tenting eradicated all other pests, 
including termites. As follow-up, Adam Porter has 
initiated an outreach program to coordinate Greek 
houses on education, reporting and treatment for bed 
bugs. The biggest benefit for me was the honor of 
becoming well acquainted with all the live-ins, and 
realizing that the future of our chapter is in fine hands.

During the February 
Alumni Association 
luncheon at the San 
Diego Yacht Club, 
U.S. Navy Captain 
Tom Wilson (OR-
AL ’84), Executive 
Director of the Naval 
A i r C e n t e n n i a l , 

discussed the plans for celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of Naval aviation. He also presented a slide 
show profiling the various events planned, including 
several San Diego area activities. Among those brothers 
attending the luncheon were (left to right) Leroy 
Knutson (guest), Duane Palmer (IL-DE ’51), Joe 
Turner (CA-TH ’58), John McMullen (CA-TH 

’70) and Jim Young (CA-TH ’62). The monthly 
luncheons are a popular feature of the Alumni 

Association’s special events calendar, which also include 
Founder’s Day, the summer reception and Holiday 
Party. Visit www.saesd.org to check dates of future 
programs.

Bros Learn About Navy Centennial

Alumni News (Cont.)
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April 27, 2011
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December 16, 2011

Holiday Party
Sheraton West Hotel

Additional Functions

Website: www.saesd.org

Brother Oberhelman Named 
Athletic Director at Cal Poly

San Diego State’s top deputy in 
athletics has resigned to become 
the athletic director at Cal Poly. 
Don Oberhelman (KS-BE ’92) 
has been the CEO and Senior 
Associate Athletic Director at San 
Diego State the last four years, in 
charge of the daily operations of the 
SDSU athletics program and 
working closely with the fundraising 
team. He starts at Cal Poly on April 
4, replacing Alison Cone, who 
retired in December. 

Brother Lareau Finds Much 
Larger House Lions

Architect Dick Lareau (CA-
TH ’54) was recently traveling 
through Burma (Myanmar) and 
spotted these two large golden 
lions. Dick thought that there must 
be an SAE house close by and he 
would like to say hello to the 

brothers. Well, all he found was a 
bunch of monks in purple robes and 
a Buddhist pagoda-like temple. Dick 
sent a picture of the lions to Mike 
"Mad Dog" Matson (CA-TH 

’70), the sculptor of the existing Cal 
Theta lions, just in case Mike would 
like to make some new lions for the 
house. Dick and Carl Hotten 
(OH-EP '36) were the original 
architects  for the Cal Theta house. 
To get an idea of the size of the 
lions, check out the pickup truck in 
the lower left in the picture.

Brother Templeton is New 
SAE News Editor

Mike Templeton (OH-EP ’63) 
has accepted the baton from 
David Robinson (CA-TH ’71), 
who has been Editor of this 
Newsletter for over 20 years. Mike, 
semi-retired after 40 years in the 
Aerospace industry, still consults for 
small high-tech business firms. 

Alumni News (Cont.)

News briefs containing information of interest to the Brotherhood 
concerning local fraternity activities and current members of the SAE 
Alumni Association of San Diego, should be emailed to the Editor 
mtempleton@saesd.org. All text file formats are acceptable. Digital 
photos should be at least 300 dpi. 

POLICY ON ALUMNI NEWSLETTER BRIEFS
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