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San Diego Alumni Association 
Celebrates 156th Founder’s Day

The San Diego Alumni Association sponsored a 
dinner party to celebrate the 156th anniversary of the 
founding of our Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity. The 
memorable event, which was held at the Bahia Resort 
Hotel, was well attended by Alumni and Active 
Members alike. (See photos, page 2).

Following the call to order and offering of the ΣΑΕ 
Grace, by Brother Dick Troncone (CA-TH ’65), the 
Brothers were again treated to the charismatic and 
highly entertaining wit of Master of Ceremonies, 
Brother Don Harrington (CA-TH ’56).

The program included chapter reports from 
Barzeen Barzanji, EA of CA-TH, and Weston Ryan, EA 

of CA-AG, San Marcos. A report of the status of the 
California Chi Colony at UCSD and their progress 
toward achieving their Chapter Charter was also 
presented by EA-Elect, Trevor Gerard. (See Chapter 
Reports, page 4)

A highlight of the evening was the recognition of 
Dick Lareau (CA-BE ’54) as Brother of the Year 
(See profile, page 3).

Throughout the evening, three SDSU Sorority 
volunteers sold raffle tickets to benefit the Association.

The golden voice of Brother Bob Battenfield 
(CA-TH ’61) led the Brothers in singing “Violets”, 
Friends”, and “Come Sing”.

Editors Note: I am happy to report that no Brothers 
were hit by flying rolls this year.

∑AE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF SAN DIEGOAPRIL, 2012
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Every now and then a brother will 
ask me about the Century Club… 
what are the benefits and what 
does it do.  While I’ve answered 
these ques t ions in var ious 
newsletters and luncheons in the 
past, I thought it would be a good 
idea to go over this again.  First of 
all, regarding the benefits, last year 
the Board adopted a policy that 

Century Club members would continue to enjoy the 
Holiday Party at no cost, while others had to pay $25 a 
person.  This represents a $50 benefit to those 
attending with a guest.  One of other benefits is the 

knowledge you are helping the Association continue to 
promote programs, while keeping a lid on costs.

None of our programs are fully funded by what we 
charge the brothers.  For example, luncheons are $20 
and yet we pay the San Diego Yacht Club $25 a plate.  
Alumni pay $50 to attend the Founders Day Dinner.  
The Bahia charges us $55.  In addition undergrads are 
charged $20, to encourage their participation and 
demonstrate “Fraternity for Life”.  That $35 subsidy 
totaled $2,800 this year.  All in all Founders Day costs 
the Association almost $4,000, when postage and 
printing are added in.  That’s the equivalent of 40 
Century Club members.

(Continued on next page.)

2012 Founders Day Dinner Celebration
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       It was an average day for Dick Lareau, he was a young 
student enrolled in a Navy program at the University of New 
Mexico and was on his way to class. As he walked, he heard 
what sounded like a cow, more specifically, a cow’s “moo”. He 
looked around and to his surprise, a cow was perched on the 
roof of the Student Union, mooing. The next day the local 
paper captured the event with a photo and credited the act to 
a local fraternity, Sigma Alpha Epsilon (ΣΑΕ). To Dick, that 
sounded like his kind of fraternity. 

After completing his service in the Navy, he returned to his 
hometown and enrolled at San Diego State College (which 
became San Diego State University). Dick’s timing was perfect 
as a local fraternity, Epsilon Eta, had recently been colonized 
by ΣΑΕ and Dick joined as a member of the first California 
Theta Pledge Class in 1950. While he never met Epsilon Eta 
alum Gregory Peck, he formed lifelong bonds to both his 
brothers and fraternity before transferring to University of 
California Berkley to study architecture. 

ΣΑΕ was ever present in Dick’s life. He met his first boss at a Founders Day Dinner, and his first architectural 
client was an ΣΑΕ in need of a new home. Later in life an ΣΑΕ asked him to join the board of highly successful 
Peninsula Bank (now U.S. Bank) and he currently sits on the board of the San Diego Air and Space Museum with 
a fellow ΣΑΕ, who happens to be the President and CEO. But, for many ΣΑΕ’s in San Diego, Dick will always be 
remembered as the man who built 5076 College Place, the home of California Theta. 

After determining that the house on Saranac Street was too far from the University, in the early 1960s, 
Brothers of Cal Theta sought Dick out and asked him to lead a team responsible for locating and buying 
property near campus, designing a house, building it and finding all the money to make it happen. What they 
lacked in money they made up for in bravado and hired the young architect by acclamation, sealing his contract 
with a round of applause.  (Continued on next page)

Besides subsidizing programs, the Century Club enables us to send undergrads to Leadership School.  Since 
the National started keeping donation records in 2001, the San Diego Alumni Association has contributed 
$23,700 for that purpose.  My records, which go back to 1985, reflect another $13,400 of contributions, for a 
total of $37,100…a very impressive amount, which I didn’t realize.

My message, to those of you who are Regular Members and can afford to do so, is please consider upgrading 
to the Century Club.  That additional $70 supports our programs and helps us perpetuate ΣΑΕ with the 
undergrads.

BRO PRO-FILES:  DICK LAREAU (CA-BE ’54 )

Association President, Dick Troncone (right) 
presents Dick Lareau with the 

“2012 Brother of the Year Award”

A Cow, A House and A Brother of the Year; The tale of 5076 College Place - By Ben Avey, Cal Theta 06’

ØA,
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After a thorough search of feasible options, within a half mile of campus, the team narrowed the search to 
two adjacent houses whose owners, initially opposed to the sale, agreed to terms after many friendly visits from 
Dick and the Gentleman of ΣΑΕ.

With property in hand, Dick enlisted the aid of fellow ΣΑΕ’s to help him design the house and secured a 
contractor for construction once he secured financing. However, financing proved to be more of a challenge than 
expected. It turns out that nobody in their right mind will loan money to a fraternity. So, for nearly six years he 
kept the faith and kept the project alive, carting the plans before pledge class after pledge class showing them 
what would be their new house…as soon as he could raise the money.  

Then one day, the President of First Federal Savings passed away and his son, an ΣΑΕ, took the reigns of the 
bank and loaned the chapter 95% of the funding needed. A little begging and pleading by Dick shored up the rest 
of the financing along with more in-kind construction donations. They were off! 

But, as we all know, no ΣΑΕ house is complete without our famed lions, and no ordinary lion would suffice 
for Cal Theta. 

A friend of Dick’s spotted two giant, winged lions in a vacant lot, covered by weeds, while driving through 
Oklahoma. It turned out that they were left over from when they built the new capital building in Nebraska. After 
speaking with the owner on the phone, Dick asked the chapter if they would purchase the lions for $500 and 
haul them back to San Diego. One of the actives, a young man who went by the nickname “Mad Dog” scoffed at 
the idea, stating that for $500 he could build them himself, and he did.  

They had the property, the design, the contractor, the financing, the lions, and in 1967, they had a new house 
at 5076 College Place.  A house that remains standing nearly 45 years later and has ushered thousands of young 
men across its threshold and through its halls. A house that many have called home and a house that remains a 
living link to both the past and future. It holds a special place in many hearts and we all share in our appreciation 
for its developer. 

Dick is quick to dismiss the idea the he built our fraternity house, and is the first to praise the bevy of 
brothers who aided in the effort, but I think we all know who is ultimately responsible, and we were honored to 
call him our Brother of the Year in 2012.  

And, to think that it all started with a cow on the Student Union in New Mexico...  

BRO PRO-FILES:  DICK LAREAU (CA-BE ’54 ) (CONT.)

OMAHA, NE – The Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity reached a major milestone with its 
membership on January 27th as our Eminent Supreme Recorder personally presented 
badge number 300,000.

Christopher P. Collins, who pledged Nebraska Iota at Creighton University this past fall, 
is the proud recipient of the honor.  The chapter held a special ceremony on campus Friday 
evening for the occasion, as ESR Blaine Ayers, Eminent Supreme Chronicler Greg Brandt 
and Province Tau Council members represented the national organization at the event and 
offered congratulations to Collins and his brothers. In addition, several university officials, 
Nebraska Iota alumni and members of both Iowa Sigma and South Dakota Sigma attended 
the festivities.

Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity Membership Reaches Major Milestone

http://www.saesd.org
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This has been a very productive 
semester for the CA-AG chapter.  
After doubling our chapter size in 
recruitment last semester (20 to 
40), we have another strong class 
of 20 men.   This puts our total 
membership at 60 and tripling our 
chapter size from the beginning of 

the school year.

We had our inaugural ΣΑΕ Speaker Series in which 
we hosted Ed Fuller, President and Chairman of 
Marriott International Lodging, to come speak to our 
campus community.  The event was a big hit on campus 

and has done some great things for us in ways we 
would have never imagined.

As we near the end of the school year, we have 
multiple brothers running for leadership positions in 
both the  Associated Students Inc. and University 
Student Union Elections.  It is our goal to send 10+ 
men to the national leadership school in Miami.  
Weston Ryan, the EA, will be attending The Inner Circle 
in Maryland with the Supreme Council and other top 
undergraduate leaders in April. Weston will also be 
attending leadership school this year as the Arch 
Ambassador for the Ambassador Chapter.

(Continued on the next page)

CAL THETA (SDSU) - BY BARZEEN BARZANJI, EA

A f t e r a b u s y F a l l 2 0 1 1 
semester, Cal Theta  looks to take 
this spring as a time to emphasize 
our focus on academics and 
brotherhood. We have sustained 
our focus on grades, receiving an 
overal l 2 .89 GPA. This has 
exceeded the SDSU All Men’s 
Average GPA, keeping us in Good 
Standing with the school. We keep 

striving to reach our goal of surpassing a 3.0 average 
GPA.

In the world of Inter-Fraternity Council sports, we 
started out rough, losing in the first round of the 
intramural softball playoffs. After a disappointing softball 
outing,  ΣΑΕ rallied back to make the intramural 
football finals. Spring intramurals; basketball and indoor 
soccer. Basketball did not disappoint with our team 
going undefeated in the season but coming short in the 
championship. With all the momentum we can 
hopefully take back our soccer championship title from 
Spring 2010. If all goes well, our chances of regaining 
the annual IFC Sports Banner look very strong.

In philanthropy, we started off the Spring semester 
strong by competing in Alpha Phi’s Ivy Splash and 
placing in numerous events such as community service, 

fundraiser, synchronized swimming, and the speedo. We 
finished second overall in competitive Philanthropy!

After competing in two weeklong philanthropies, it 
was time for a philanthropy of our own: Queens of the 
Stage. This was ΣΑΕ’s first philanthropy since Fall 2007! 
The week consisted of fundraising events to raise 
money for the San Diego Humane Society. We kicked 
off the week with a poster competition where each 
sorority made posters that incorporated ΣΑΕ, their 
sorority, and the SD Humane Society. For our service 
day, ΣΑΕ and the sororities made their way to the San 
Diego Humane Society to make dog toys out of 
recycled denim. The main event was a dance 
competition, where sororities competed against each 
other to be name the “Queens of the Stage.” 
Congratulations to Pi Beta Phi for coming out on top 
after the fun-filled week of events!

As we work our way through this spring semester, 
we look forward to putting on an amazing parents’ 
weekend. While putting on an amazing parents 
weekend we also are rebuilding the structure of our 
chapter. By reconstructing our bylaws, help from our 
alumni, and strong passionate members our chapter 
looks ahead to a bright future. 

Phi Alpha! 

Chapter Reports

CAL ALPHA GAMMA(SAN MARCOS) - BY WESTON RYAN, EA

http://www.saesd.org
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CAL CHI (UCSD) RE-CHARTERING SCHEDULED FOR MAY 19TH

	
 As winter quarter at UCSD 
draws to a close, I am happy to 
report that the California Chi 
Colony is making great strides 
toward achieving our Chapter 
Charter. This past fall, the founding 
fathers of our chapter held our first 
ever Rush Week. After five days of 
great events, we pledged 22 men to 
the colony. Of the 22 that pledged, 

18 were initiated into the colony in January, brining our 
member total to 41 brothers. These new members are 
men of outstanding character, demonstrating strong 
leadership and intellectual capabilities and holding a 
cumulative GPA higher than the campus greek average.

On campus, the gentlemen of CA-X have 
succeeded in winning all but one sorority philanthropy 
competition since the beginning of fall quarter, 
consistently showing the rising prominence of Cal Chi 
and our support for Greek Life at UCSD. Our colony 
continues to demonstrate our dedication to the 
betterment of the community by holding regular beach 
clean-ups and our quarterly clothing drive. 

While our current colony status renders us 
ineligible for campus-wide Greek Awards, the President 
of the Interfraternity Council has publicly expressed his 
sentiment that Sigma Alpha Epsilon CA-X holds the 
mentality and enthusiasm that seems to lack among the 
other 12 fraternities on campus. Our new Chapter 
Advisor, Ryan Relucio, has set forth to create an alumni 
advisory board for CA-X that will ensure the ideals 
and momentum we have now will continue into the 
future.

Last year on May 19th, the national headquarters of 
the fraternity granted us our Colony status after a 
group of 20 men demonstrated interest in colonizing 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon at the University of California, San 
Diego. Less than one year later, we have been honored 
with the news that the Supreme Council has decided 
to move forward with our chartering. Over the course 
of the coming weeks, the CA-X executive council and I 
will be preparing documentation proving our 
worthiness to become a chartered chapter of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon. We are expecting this process to go very 
well, and have been granted permission to announce 
that our chartering will take place on May 19, 2012, the 
one year anniversary of our colonization. 

I would like to personally invite you to the events 
of our chartering weekend, taking place the morning 
and evening of May 19th. More details on this will 
follow. 

I, along with the brothers of CA-X, look forward to 
building lasting relationships with the Brothers of the 
San Diego Alumni Association. Our newly elected 
Alumni Chairman, Paul Samara, is an admirable and true 
gentleman who, in partnership with my efforts, will see 
the connection of Cal Chi and our San Diego Alumni 
Association through to the fullest.

For more information on the journey of ΣΑΕ -
California Chi, I encourage you to visit our website at 
www.ucsdsae.com, or contact me personally.

	
 Phi Almost

	
 	
 Trevor Gerard, EA
	
 	
 ea@ucsdsae.com
	
 	
 (951) 294 8036

Chapter Reports (Cont.)

The chapter is looking forward to its inaugural golf 
tournament fundraiser which will take place on May 
6th at the Twin Oaks Valley Country  Club in San 
Marcos.   All funds raised will go towards sending 
brothers to New Orleans for our  4th Annual 
Rebuilding the South Community Service event to help 

families devastated by hurricane Katrina.   If you are 
interested in playing and helping our noble cause, 
please visit www.csusmsae.com and  click on the 
"Events" link.  

Phi Alpha! 

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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ABBOTT, PAT
ANDERSON, RON
ANES, PAUL
ARRINGTON, FRANK
BAMBERG, DAN
BEE, CLIFF
BENSON, ROGER
BLACK, STEVE
BOYLE, MIKE
BRIGHTON, CARL
BROWN, FRANK
BRUNETTO, STEFANO
BYROADS, JEFF
CLEATOR, BOB
COE, THURSTON
COOVER, RON
CRANE, JIM
CRINGAN, GARY
DAVIS, DAVE
DICKS, MIKE
DOHERTY, GREGG
DRAKE, MIKE
EVANS, AUSTIN
FARIS, TED
FARRAGE, JOE

GABLE, TOM
GAINES, FRANK
GILL, DAVE
GRESHAM, BILL
HARRIS, JEAN
HARRISON, RICHARD
HESLEY, RICK
HIGDON, AL
HITT, JOE
JANUARY, JERRY 
JARRETT, RICK
JENSEN, BOB
KECK, ALLAN
KEEHNER, GARY
KENNEDY, MIKE
KRAUSE, KEN
LAREAU, DICK
LINKE, H.T.
LOMAC, JOHN
LOSEY, GARY
MacDONALD, DENNIS
MADDOX, GUY
MARCKWARDT, BILL
MARTIN, GARY
MATSON, MIKE

MAYS, MARK
McCLURE, MIKE
McCOY, CHRIS
McENCROE, jACK
McLAREN, MARK
McMANUS, JOHN
McMULLEN, JOHN
MONELL, JERRY
MORTENSEN, ERNIE
MYERS, GENE
NELSON, JEFF
NORDMARKEN, MIKE
ODEN, FORREST
OLSON, DAVE
PALMER, J. DUANE
PAUL, OTIS
PLACE, ELON
POLAN, TYLER
PORTER, ADAM
PUTTKAMER, RICK
REBELO, JOHN
RENDEN, SEAN
ROBERTS, RON
ROBISON, CLAY
SANDERS, JERRY

SANDIFER, KEN
SARGIS, PAUL
SCHULTZ, BILL
SHOWS, TOM
SMITH, TOM
SOCCI, ROB
TEMPLETON, MIKE 
THOMSON, DAVE
TRONCONE, DICK
TURNER, JOE
UNION, SCOTT
VIDAL, RAY
VOGT, BILL
WARNER, DENNIS
WEINER, JOHN
WEST, RICK
WISE, DENNIS
WORTMANN, JOHN
YOUNG, JIM

IN MEMORY OF 
    SERGIO AMIEVA

2012 CENTURY CLUB MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

The following list represents currently paid members of the San Diego Alumni Association. 
Over 75% of these members have taken that extra step to support the Association by 
becoming Century Members. It is easy to join, just print out and mail the enclosed Membership 
Application, and view the Association Website (www.saesd.org) to see if you are current.

2012 REGULAR MEMBERS

ALKER, GERRY
ALLYN, PETER
BARSZ, BILL
BATTENFIELD, BOB
BECKER, GARY
BERG, JOE
CAMILLO, MAURICE
DAHL, JIM
DOLAN, BILL
FRICK, TIM
GAINES, JIM
GILBERT, JEFF
GILBERT, MARV
GOETZE, WARREN
GRACE, JEFF

HODIAK, PAUL
HUFFORD, JEFFREY
IGELMAN, RON
KADERLI, ROY
KING, ROGER
KITSON, LLOYD
LANGFORD, JEFF
LARSEN, DAN
LINDSAY, CHUCK
LOUNSBURY, BILL
PENICK, JEFF
POULSEN BOB
SCHIRADO, TYLER
TAGLE, LARRY
WRIGHT, TOM

RECENT CHAPTER ETERNAL

 Jeff Marxen (OH-NU ’73) 	
 Bob Porter (OR-BE ’56)	
 Elon Place (CA-TH ’64)

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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∑AE Alumni Association of San Diego

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Address: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

City: "" " " " "    State: " "    Zip: " " " "

Phone: (W) " " "   (H) " " " "   (M) "" " " "

Email: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Chapter: " " " " " " " "   Graduation Year: " "

Occupation: " " " " " " " " " " " "

Annual Dues Category:"❒  Regular Membership $30.00
" " " " ❒  Century Club $100.00 or more - $ " " " "

If you are joining within one year after graduation, your first year’s dues are $20.00.

Please mail this Application together with your check made out to:

∑AE Alumni Association of San Diego
c/o Dick Troncone

2245 San Diego Avenue
Suite 222

San Diego, CA 92110

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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New Eminent Supreme Recorder Welcomed

Eminent Supreme Archon Ken Tracey announced 
the appointment of Blaine “Boomer” Ayers (Kentucky 
’01) as Sigma Alpha Epsilon’s next Eminent Supreme 
Recorder and Executive Director. Blaine is the 13th 
ESR in the organization’s history.

Ayers joined the Fraternity Service Center staff in 
2007 as the Regional Director for the Patton Region. 
He was then promoted to Associate Executive 
Director of Fraternity, where he supervised all field 
staff and chapter operations. In 2010, his title changed 
to Associate Executive Director of Chapter and Alumni 
Services, allowing him to work with both the alumni-
development and risk-management programs.

During his undergraduate tenure at Kentucky 
Epsilon, Ayers served in numerous roles, including 
Eminent Deputy Archon and IFC President. He was 
awarded Greek Man of the Year, Homecoming King and 
the W. T. Young Outstanding Contribution Award while 
at UK. He is also a member of Order of Omega and 
Omicron Delta Kappa honor societies. He graduated 
from the University of Kentucky with a bachelor’s 
degree in history and from Spalding University with a 
master’s degree in education.

Before joining the Fraternity Service Center staff, 
Ayers served as a high-school teacher and coach at 
Trinity High School in Louisville. In fact, he became the 
youngest faculty member to earn Teacher of the Year. 
During his five-year coaching career, he was on staff for 
four state titles in football and one in track. Ayers also 
served as Assistant Dean of Students at the University 
of Kentucky.

He is married to Brooke Phillips, an alumna of Pi 
Beta Phi, and has four daughters: Reagan, Caroline, 
Baylor Grace and Hadley.

“Brooke and I are very excited to begin this next 
stage in our lives both professionally and personally, 
Ayers said. “I want ΣΑΕ to be a place where all of our 
sons have the opportunity to grow and become true 
gentlemen, and I want ΣΑΕ to be a place where all of 
our daughters know they will be safe on their campus. I 
am honored and humbled at the task ahead of me. 
With your help, together we can do great things.”  

The appointment of Ayers to the position marks 
the completion of the search for a new executive 
director that yielded many qualified applicants for the 
position. 

Alumni News

Association President, Dick Troncone 
(CA-TH ’65) and Association Secretary/
Webmaster, John McMullen (CA-TH ’70) 

welcome Blaine “Boomer” Ayers (center), 
the new Eminent Supreme Recorder.

The Alumni Association has purchased a set of eight new Ritual Robes, 
including those for the Eminent Archon, Past Eminent Archon, Eminent 
Recorder, Eminent Herald, Eminent Warden, Eminent Chaplain, Eminent 
Chronicler, and Eminent Preceptor. The plan is for the Alumni Association to 
store and maintain the robes in a central location and make them available to 
each of the chapters as needed for their initiation rituals.

Alumni Association to Provide New Ritual Robes 

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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Alumni News (Cont.)

On Jim Sterk's second anniversary as San Diego State's Director of 
Intercollegiate Athletics, the ΣΑΕ luncheon speaker addressed a large gathering 
of Brothers at the San Diego Yacht Club. Among many topics, he shared 
numerous changes that are ongoing in the 18 campus sports programs.

High in the mix of changes are the move of Aztecs football into the Big East 
Conference     and the entry of the other sports programs into the Big West 
Conference---all will take place during the 2013 seasons. Of particular concern 
and interest were Sterk's comments regarding the millions of dollars that are at 
stake for both leaving the Mountain West Conference and becoming a member 
of the above mentioned two new conferences.

Interest was high and there were many questions regarding Aztec athletics 
from this well attended event.

	
 The SDSU ΣAE House main entry north wall has been 
chosen as the site to honor our ΣAE Alumni, Actives, Pledge 
Classes, Big & Little Brothers, and Chapter Eternal 
memorials. Join us today! 100% of proceeds go toward House 
Remodel Projects!

	
 The wall will ultimately accommodate over 750 laser 
etched black granite plaques honoring our ΣAE’s with 
statements about their Membership, Pledge Class, ΣAE 
Offices held, Graduation Year, Degree(s), Professional 
Accomplishments Inspirational quote about, or to ΣAE, etc. 
	
 Contact: 

SDSU Athletics Director Featured at the February Alumni Association Luncheon

The ΣAE House Honor Wall — A Lasting Tribute... 

• 12” x 12” Plaque with 1 Lg Photo, 3 Logos, Text = $1,000 
• 12” x 6” Plaque with 1 Med Photo, & 1 Logo, Text = $600 
•  6” x 6” Plaque with 1 Sm Photo, Limited Text = $400 

Cal Theta Chapter House Association 
Attn: Gary Losey, President 
7586 Trade St., San Diego, CA 92121
Fax 760-557-3493 
drloseylgt@aol.com 

Young Alumni Business Mentor Program

The Young Alumni is currently seeking brothers willing to provide mentorship advice for active 
undergraduates brothers. Involvement would entail discussion about your career, resume review, and interview 
suggestions.

If you would like to participate or know of a brother who you believe would like to participate please 
contact Chris McCoy ( 4mccoy@gmail.com / 619-606-3124 ) for more information. 

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
mailto:drloseylgt@aol.com
mailto:drloseylgt@aol.com
mailto:4mccoy@gmail.com
mailto:4mccoy@gmail.com
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Brother Jeff Marxen (OH-NU ’73) Joins Chapter Eternal

	
 Jeffrey Leonard Marxen, M.D., 60, died on the evening of February 23, 2012, in a 
motorcycle accident. Jeff was a devoted husband, a loving father, a precise and 
compassionate orthopedic surgeon, and a significant contributor to the community. Jeff 
always held himself to the highest standard, both in his personal and professional life. Jeff 
was a natural teacher with a quick-witted sense of humor and will be remembered 
dearly by his family, friends, and co-workers. Jeff was born April 2, 1951 in Lakewood, 
Ohio and was a graduate of Culver Military Academy, the University of Toledo, and the 
Medical College of Ohio. After completing his residency in 1980, he moved to San Diego 
to begin his orthopedic practice, with a focus on replacement and reconstruction of the 
knee, hip and shoulder. Jeff was a highly respected surgeon who took great pride in 
forming meaningful relationships with his patients over the course of his 32-year 

practice. He was a past president of the San Diego chapter of the Western Orthopaedic Association and held 
numerous leadership positions within Sharp Grossmont Hospital in La Mesa, California. Beyond his professional 
career, Jeff served the community, enjoyed sports, and pursued his passion for music. Jeff was a past president and 
long-standing member of the Rotary Club of La Mesa. He supported his fraternity, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, through 
the local alumni association. He enjoyed participating in the men's tennis ladder at the San Diego Tennis & 
Racquet Club, mixed doubles at the Pacific Athletic Club, softball with his Sunday and Thursday evening leagues, 
basketball, and golf. He played the coronet and the trumpet with the Acme Rhythm and Blues band, which 
performed at Humphrey's and other venues in the San Diego area, and Soul Purpose, Grossmont Hospital's 
band. In addition, he was an avid sports fan and longtime season ticket holder for the Chargers, Padres, and 
Aztecs Basketball. Jeff is survived by his wife and best friend, Dr. Annette Conway Marxen; his children, Philip, 
Jeffrey Christopher, and Marissa by his former wife, Frances Marxen; his stepsons, Sean and Todd Conway; his 
siblings, Dr. Pamela (Kevin) Kelly, Karen (Iver) Sondrol, and Dr. Thomas (Victoria) Marxen; and ten nieces and 
nephews. The family would prefer donations to his favorite charities: Grossmont Hospital Foundation, P.O. Box 
158, La Mesa, CA 91944; and Rotary Club of La Mesa, P.O. Box 182, La Mesa, CA 91944.

Alumni News (Cont.)

Brother Bob Porter (OR-BE ’56) Joins Chapter Eternal

	
 Colonel Robert O. Porter, 77, of Pacific Beach, passed away peacefully on 
Thursday, March 1st, surrounded by his family. Dad lived life to its fullest and was 
enthusiastic about even the smallest thing. His favorite word was "Outstanding!" 
Music was a huge part of his life. He loved skiing, golf, sailing, running, tennis, 
swimming, skydiving, camping and fishing. But most of all, he loved us. A veteran of 
the US Army, he spent two tours in Vietnam and served in the Gulf War. He was very 
active in the Mt. Soledad Memorial, San Diego Youth Symphony and La Jolla Beach 
and Tennis Club. Bob is survived by his wife of 29 years, Mary; children, John, Jeff, 
David, Elizabeth and five grandchildren. He was preceded by his daughter Amy. Full 
military honors interment was held at Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery. His 
wishes were for any contributions to be to the Wounded Warriors or the DAV.
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Brother Elon Place (CA-TH ’64) Joins Chapter Eternal

Alumni News (Cont.)

News briefs containing information of interest to the Brotherhood 
concerning local fraternity activities and current members of the ΣAE 
Alumni Association of San Diego, should be emailed to the Editor 
mtempleton@saesd.org. All text file formats are acceptable. Digital 
photos should be at least 300 dpi. 

POLICY ON ALUMNI NEWSLETTER BRIEFS

	
 Brother Elon A. Place took his last breath 
on January 16, 2012 at home, held in the arms 
of his family and friends. Elon died as he lived 
— on his own terms. His keen intelligence, 
acerbic wit and unwavering loyalty to those 
he loved brought him a collection of friends 
who spanned the globe and survived decades 
of time gone by. In the last six months of his 
life, as his cancer progressed, Elon took great 
comfort in the visits, cards and calls from his 
family and friends. If one's wealth is measured 
by the number people who love you - Elon 

was a rich, rich man. Elon was born in San 
Diego to Grace (Hildreth) and Alfred Place on November 1, 1941. Elon 
and his sister Ruth forged an enduring bond after the early passing of 
their parents. Elon took such joy in being a part of his six nieces and 
nephews lives, providing them with unconditional love and teaching them 
a code of honor and respect that will be passed down for many 
generations to come. Elon graduated from local schools: McKinley 
Elementary, Wilson Junior High, Hoover High School, and San Diego State 
University, where he became President of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
fraternity. Elon then joined the U.S. Army and served in Vietnam from 
1968-1973 as an officer in the Special Forces, receiving a Bronze Star and 
two Purple Hearts. Upon returning from Vietnam, he attended and 
graduated from Cal Western Law School. He practiced law in San Diego 
for several years before accepting the position of U.S. Attorney General 
on the island of Yap, Micronesia, where he remained for five years. Yap and 
its people brought Elon peace, healing and a bit of magic. Elon returned to 
San Diego and continued to practice law until his retirement in his 
beloved community of Ocean Beach, with his cat Benny. Elon is survived 
by his sister Ruth Johns, cousin Warren Hildreth, nieces Karen Johns-
Richards, Lucy Dunham (Ken), Janelle Wood (Mike), and nephews David, 
Dennis (Shanai) and Andrew (Tessa). At his Celebration of Life, it was 
requested that in lieu of flowers, everyone should consider making a 
donation in Elon's name to the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Foundation, 1856 
Sheridan Road, Evanston, IL 60204.
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