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Best Wishes for a Happy, Healthy and 
Prosperous 2013 from your

San Diego Alumni Association

The Members of the Board of the ΣAE Alumni 
Association of San Diego would like to take this 
opportunity to wish all the Brothers and their families 
- health, happiness, peace and prosperity in the New 
Year!

During this past year, our Association witnessed 
the passing of several of our fellow Brothers into 
Chapter Eternal, including the tragic passing of our Cal 
Theta Chapter EA - much too early in his promising 
young career.

At the same time, we have much to be thankful 
for, and can take comfort in what draws us together as 
a Brotherhood. As a symbol of that Fraternal Bond, 
the  Levere Memorial Temple, shown above, stands  as 

the crown jewel of the Greek letter world. This gothic 
style building was built in 1929-1930 to serve as a war 
memorial and administrative facility for the Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon Fraternity and Foundation. This historic 
structure still preserves the past and works for ΣΑΕ’s 
future.

For more than 75 years, the Temple has been 
admired by those who have worked within its walls, 
toured its majestic rooms, and even lived under its 
roof, standing today as testament to the vision of those 
who dreamed, so many years ago, of building a national 
shrine to Sigma Alpha Epsilon.

May it continue to inspire us all in the years ahead.

	
 Phi Alpha

∑AE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF SAN DIEGOJANUARY, 2013
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VOICE OF THE ESA: MILESTONES & ACHIEVEMENTS
Reprinted !om The Record of Sigma Alpha Epsilon

Our Grea t F r a t e rn i t y 
reached many milestones in 
2012. We all should be quite 
proud of where Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon stands today. As of 
this writing, we have 226 
chapters and 24 colonies for 
a total presence on 250 
campuses. We should reach 
300 campuses by the end of 
this decade easily. I am 
especially happy to see us 

return to campuses where we’d once been. Earlier this 
year, we presented badge 300,000, and we now have 
initiated more than 304,000 brothers since our 
founding. In addition, we set another record this past 
fiscal year as we initiated more than 4,400 brothers for 
the first time in our history. Yet, you can’t beat the Baby 
Boomers. In 1967, the year of my initiation, ΣAE 
crossed the 4,300 mark for the first time — but with 
50 fewer chapters.

One of the wonderful things about the Fraternity is 
our diversity in chapter size, campus environments, 
members, backgrounds and lifestyles while we share a 
common heritage, traditions and Ritual. We have small 
chapters and those whose membership exceeds 100 
men. I had the pleasure of participating in Arizona 
Beta’s 50th anniversary recently, a chapter with 141 
members.

We also set a record in the summer. Nearly 800 
brothers participated in the 77th John O. Moseley 
Leadership School on a cruise ship in the Caribbean. 
This fall, we are looking forward to greeting nearly 150 
brothers at the second DeVotie Ritual Institute, and 
participants are paying their own way to experience 
the event at our Levere Memorial Temple. Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon returns to the great city of Chicago for the first 
time in 50 years next summer for our 157th 
Anniversary Convention. We will celebrate the massive 

renovation of our headquarters with a night at the 
Temple, and the Chicago Host Committee is hard at 
work planning a great four days for what we hope will 
attract a record crowd.

While all of these statistics are impressive, the real 
joy of my tenure as Eminent Supreme Archon is 
observing the length and depth of service our brothers 
provide to their communities. The annual True 
Gentleman Day of Service continues to encourage 
both undergraduate and alumni brothers to perform 
amazing service across the Realm. This issue of The 
Record focuses on some of that hard work. I know that 
you will be heartened, as I am, to see what is being 
done — from raising money for charities to assisting 
people in the cities and towns in which our chapters 
reside. Read about the challenging project completed 
by our Washington Beta brothers at Washington State 
University in a country across the hemisphere from 
their domicile. I am both proud and happy to see this 
level of generosity. Service provides a terrific personal 
opportunity and life lessons for our members while 
they help others. I hope all of our brothers keep up the 
great work.

I am Yours in the Bonds,
Ken Tracey (Eastern New Mexico ’70)

Editor’s Note: ESA Ken Tracy will be an honored guest 
at our upcoming Founders’ Day Dinner on March 1, 2013.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As you w i l l no t e i n John 
McMullen’s article on the Holiday 
Party, it was a big success. The 
party is one of the perks for dues 
p a y i n g m e m b e r s o f t h e 
Assoc i a t ion . Centur y C lub 
members and a guest are free.  
Regular members (and their guest) 
pay a nominal $25, which does not 

cover the per person cost of the party. The shortfall is 
covered by the dues we charge. While all ΣΑΕs are 
welcome, those brothers, who aren’t members of the 
Association, are subsidized by those brothers who are. 
The Board has decided that, in the future non-member 
ΣΑΕs will be charged a more equitable amount. 

Also we intend to bring back the idea of helping 
the less fortunate during the holiday season.  While our 
long standing toy drive proved to be problematic; the 
major reason we did away with it two years ago, it has 
come to our attention that “gift card” drives have 
become popular with many organizations and appears 

to be the “best of all worlds”. Be prepared to bring a 
gift card to next year’s party.

Continuing with the theme of helping others, we 
are exploring the possibility of getting involved once 
again with the “Rebuilding Together” program, formerly 
known as “Christmas in April”. For those of you, who 
remember this program, the Association would 
sponsor a home by raising money; then alumni would 
work hand in hand with undergrads, to rehabilitate a 
home for a deserving homeowner.  This project would 
take place in April and details to follow.  

Your Board of Directors would like to thank all of 
you, who supported the Association in 2012, and look 
forward to your continued support in 2013.

ØA,

BRO PRO-FILES:  JOE FARRAGE (CA-TH ’89 ) - BY DAVID ROBINSON

Joe Farrage Benefits From Networking & Volunteerism

Joe Farrage is the ideal example of a Brother who has benefitted from giving back and 
networking.

After all, brother Farrage received two major career boosts as a result of the connections 
he made as both a Cal Theta undergrad and an SDSU alum. His volunteer activities have 
not only helped enhance his business success but also enriched his life in general.

Farrage served as public relations chair, treasurer and EA of the Cal Theta chapter, 
enabling him to get acquainted with ΣΑΕ Alumni Association leaders and other members. 
Soon after his 1989 graduation, he discussed employment options with Brother Dick 
Troncone who gave him a solid endorsement to Brother Ron Roberts, then a San Diego 
City Council member. “I interviewed for a position as Ron’s community liaison/policy 

advisor and obviously had an advantage because I was an ΣΑΕ,” Farrage noted. “It certainly showed the value of 
networking."

During the five years he worked for Roberts, Farrage assumed increasingly greater responsibilities, 
including serving as campaign manager for Ron’s first Supervisorial race. Farrage subsequently met Brother Bill 
Vogt (OH-LA ’62), a successful San Diego businessman who encouraged him to follow his own entrepreneurial 
aspirations. “Bill planted the seed for me to enter the business world. We started meeting regularly to discuss 
the best ways to make a change and review numerous franchise and other opportunities.”

http://www.saesd.org
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After considering various alternatives, in 1996 Farrage launched one of the first Mad Science franchises, 
offering after-school and summer science programs for elementary age children. Mad Science/San Diego has 
grown dramatically from a small start-up based in the living room of Farrage’s partner, to become a well known 
San Diego business popular with schools, youth groups and community organizations.  “Mad Science has grown 
to 150 locations throughout the country and as one of the early ones, we helped set the bar for future 
franchisees,” he said.

Farrage eventually decided to explore other professional opportunities as well. “As we grew Mad Science, I 
realized that it could run very well without my day-to-day involvement so I began to consider new areas and 
thought real estate would be a great fit.”

After passing the real estate exam, Farrage went to work for Prudential Real Estate’s Del Mar office in 2005 
and was named Rookie of the Year. “I know so many people through my fraternity and business background; 
becoming a real estate agent has been a good move,” he said. “This is a tough business with a lot of competition, 
but I definitely enjoy it.” 

  Now a successful agent with Keller Williams in Carmel Valley, Farrage also serves as a court-appointed 
Realtor for bankruptcy properties and the approved Realtor for trust estate sales.

While he continues to be closely involved with both Mad Science and real estate, Farrage is always ready for 
a new venture, such as his recent investment in Peachjar, which helps schools convert to a paperless system.

 In addition, Farrage is committed to giving back to the community and ΣΑΕ. He is a member of the San 
Diego Downtown Rotary Club, SDSU Alumni Association Board (and previously the Aztec Athletic Foundation 
Board), and the San Diego Foundation’s Real Estate Advisory Board, in addition to the ΣΑΕ Alumni Association 
Board of Directors. He will serve as MC for Founder’s Day. “Volunteerism has always been important to me, 
beginning when I first joined ΣΑΕ,” he said.   

It’s no surprise that Farrage is an advocate of volunteer involvement as a proven way to network. “I have 
benefitted greatly from my fraternity associations,” he said. “I learned so much from Dick Troncone, an early 
mentor, and later from Ron Roberts who taught me a great deal, and Bill Vogt who advised me on how to start 
my own business and continues to be a good mentor.”

While he is extremely busy with his active work schedule and volunteer activities, Farrage does find time for 
regular gym workouts and of course, to stay in touch with fraternity brothers. “Joining ΣΑΕ was such a great 
experience: interacting with different personalities, getting things accomplished and having fun at the same time,” 
he stressed. “I try to keep in contact with bros of my era and hope that more of them will attend Founder’s Day 
and even become involved on a regular basis.” 

BRO PRO-FILES (CONT.)

http://www.saesd.org
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Cal Theta civil engineering major, and Chapter Treasurer, Kyle 
Anderberg is the newest Aztec Warrior.  For Anderberg now, it’s all 
about getting up to speed so he can solo as the Warrior.  His 
experience as a high school trumpet player should help reduce the 
conch-shell-blowing learning curve.

Brother Anderberg assured San Diego ΣΑΕ Alumni Association 
President, Dick Troncone (CA-TH ’65), that he is ready to accept 
the high-profile responsibility of building pride among the campus 
community and Aztec alumni everywhere. “I’m just really excited to 
carry on the tradition of the Aztec Warrior and I’m going to do my 
best to preserve the tradition and keep it going”, he said.

CAL THETA (SDSU) - BY BY ZACH LAWLESS, EA

With the fall semester behind us 
and the New Year ahead, the Cal 
Theta Chapter has a great deal to 
be proud of.  The last year has had 
its fair share of trials and 
tribulations, but our members 
h ave s t u c k t o g e t h e r, a n d 
responded well to the challenges.

 As we head into 2013, our chapter is without a 
doubt in a better spot today than it was last new years, 
and we owe a big thanks to our alumni panel of Gary 
Losey, Adam Porter, Chris McCoy, and Dick Troncone. 
Their efforts have played a major role in the 
transformation of our chapter, and have positioned us 
for what looks to be an amazing spring semester ahead. 

As a chapter, our brothers have done some great 
things in the last semester. We increased our focus on 
community service, and for the first time in recent 
memory have a chance to lead the Greek community 
in total hours of service. Once all the forms are 
submitted and hours are counted, we hope to have 
around a thousand hours of community service for just 
the fall semester. This concentration on community 
service is something we plan to continue this spring, 
with hopes of excelling even further. 

Athletically, we did very well but where unable to 
win it all in either softball or football. We finished 
second in football, and third in softball. While we are 

frustrated not to have won either of the two, with our 
three best sports in the spring we still have a good shot 
at the IFC sports banner. On that note, if any of you 
know of any good quarterbacks planning on coming to 
SDSU next year, make sure to send them our way! 

For the first time in over a decade, our chapter has 
a meal plan. Thanks to brother Gary Losey, we have 
nine meals a week and have new dining tables and 
chairs. The group meals have really brought us closer as 
a brotherhood. We started with not even 20 members 
signed up, and it has now grown to over 30. The family 
atmosphere it created even inspired us to decorate the 
house for the holidays. 

The success of our chapter this semester is due, in 
part, to an outstanding executive board. However, now 
that the semester is over we have elected a new 
executive board. With four returning members, there is 
no doubt that this executive board will continue tp 
excel as much as the last.  

There is a lot to look forward to this next 
semester, but for now we are all enjoying our time 
away from school. On behalf of the brothers of the Cal 
Theta Chapter, I would like to wish you all happy 
holidays!

	
 In the bonds, 

	
 Zach Lawless

Chapter Reports

P.S. - Meet the New Aztec Warrior - He's an ΣΑΕ!

http://www.saesd.org
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Brothers, let me first say that I hope 
you all had wonderful holidays with 
your families and also, with that, the 
best as we move into a new year. As 
we go into the spring semester, I 
think it is important to touch on 
the accomplishments of our past fall 
semester. We were ab le to 
streamline meetings and make them 
more efficient and productive, 

increase brotherhood, make risk management a priority 
in every situation, create a calendar that ensures 
accountability, and gain nine more individuals that we 
can now call brothers. 

Also, our chapter was in Big Bear for our 
brotherhood retreat during the first weekend of 
December. Wanting to concentrate on the growth of 
brotherhood and the bond that it can create, I wanted 
to have a retreat that had no business agenda. The only 
thing I wanted this brotherhood retreat to be was a 
weekend of memories, and when looking back, a 
moment where we grew as brothers. During this 
weekend, brothers went on hikes, visited Big Bear 
Village, did all types of sporting events, went in the 
Jacuzzi, and more importantly, hung out as brothers. 

I truly believe that we are heading in a positive 
direction, and our past brotherhood retreat is a clear 
example of that. We were able to have a fun, but safe, 
weekend. Risk management was in place at all times 
and we ensured the safety of all brothers. Also, with 
that, initiation was held in the cabin on the morning of 
December 1st. Having returned from a morning hike, 
the neophytes came to the garage of the cabin to see it 
transformed into a place of ritual. I can easily say that 
this initiation was the most professional one I’ve been a 
part of considering how the brothers acted, and also 
how the neophytes took it in. 

With our bonds strong, we are heading into the 
spring semester stronger than ever. And I truly believe 
that. With more fraternities coming onto our campus, it 
is key that our chapter is united – and I know that our 
chapter will consistently push to be the best. With that 
said, we have many great events planned for the spring 
semester that will, hopefully, put our chapter on the 

national map. These events are listed below with their 
tentative dates:

Paddy Murphy Games (March 14th-16th) – Money 
will go toward the Mike Naylor scholarship. Will host 
10+ teams and consist of three days of carnival games 
and events.

Game Changers and Business Etiquette Dinner 
(March 20th) – We will have Brother Jack Goodall, 
former President and CEO of Jack in the Box, Inc. We 
will have this open to the public. A formal dinner will be 
accompanied with the teachings of this former CEO.

Live Life Smiling Putt-Putt Golf Tournament (March 
28th) – Will have the entire Greek community come 
out and support. Half of the proceeds will go to the 
research of Crohn’s disease.

2nd Annual CA-AG ΣΑΕ Golf Tournament (April 
14th) – Potentially at the Twin Oaks Golf Club. Will 
raise money for Children’s Miracle Network.

As I said before, these dates are tentative. But, I will 
push to ensure that these events happen with 100% 
effort in every single one of them. This isn’t the entire 
calendar for the whole semester, but these are the 
events that we would love to have alumni at. Cal Alpha-
Gamma chapter is striving to be the best and we want 
to make national strides. On the way, we want to have 
fun and create brotherly bonds, and we are 100% 
committed to doing all of that. I ask all of you to please 
support us as these events come closer. If you would 
like to support us in anyway, please email or contact 
me. Moreover, you can find our chapter updates on our 
newly renovated Facebook page and newly created 
Instagram account.

The spring semester is going to be a very busy and 
eventful semester for our chapter. Looking at our 
potential 35th pledge class, our chapter will only 
continue to grow with exceptional brothers. As this 
semester begins to move on, I hope to see you all at 
one of our events. It is great to have alumni support 
and, with that, see how our chapter as grown from the 
ashes. I wish you all the best in this New Year 
gentlemen - Phi Alpha!

	
 Ken LaLonde (858) 335-4027

	
 lalon003@cougars.csusm.edu

Chapter Reports (Cont.)

CAL ALPHA GAMMA(SAN MARCOS) - BY KENNETH LALONDE, EA

http://www.saesd.org
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Brothers, 

This year has been a great one for 
California Chi.

In May we were granted our charter 
and our founding fathers were 
initiated. Since then, we have 
welcomed our Gamma class in 
spring and our current Delta Pledge 
class, which will be initiated the first 

week of winter quarter. Delta class will bring us 17 new 
members, which will bring our chapter to a strong 50 
active members. California Chi plans on taking two 
more pledge classes before the end of the academic 
year, with goals directing us to a 75 active member 
chapter by June. These recruitment goals are well 
within the limits of our chapter.

California Chi currently ranks third among 13 on 
campus fraternities in overall grade point average. At a 
3.02 average GPA, our chapter soars far beyond the all 
fraternity average and beats the all male campus 
average.

California Chi was recently crowned Greek Week 
Champions after a week of competition and 
philanthropy between all Greek men and woman at 

UCSD. Our own annual philanthropy will be taking 
place this coming quarter, more information will follow.

With the end of the year comes the end of our 
current Chapter Executive’s term. All officers (save for 
the ET) will be turning over in January. The next crop of 
leaders for California Chi show more passion and 
leadership capabilities than their predecessors, and I am 
very confident that they will carry this chapter of our 
order into continued success.

 2012 has brought many trials and tribulations to 
the officers and brothers of California Chi, but with 
excellent morale and participation of the chapter, this 
struggle was ultimately overshadowed by the success 
we have all experienced thus far. I would like to 
personally thank all of our brother alumni for their 
continued support as we continue our journey 
forward; your time and dedication does not go 
unnoticed.

Thank you again for a great year and PHI ALPHA,

	
 Trevor Gerard,

	
 Outgoing Eminent Archon, CAL-X

Chapter Reports (Cont.)

CAL CHI (UCSD) - BY TREVOR GERARD, EA
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ABBOTT, PAT
ANDERSON, RON
ANES, PAUL
ARRINGTON, FRANK
BAMBERG, DAN
BANKERT, DAVE
BEE, CLIFF
BENSON, ROGER
BLACK, STEVE
BOAZ, JIM
BOYCE, JIM
BOYLE, MIKE
BRIGHTON, CARL
BROWN, FRANK
BRUNETTO, STEFANO
BYROADS, JEFF
CLEATOR, BOB
COE, THURSTON
COOVER, RON
CRANE, JIM
CRINGAN, GARY
DALE, STEVE
DAVIS, DAVE
DICKS, MIKE
DOHERTY, GREGG
DRAKE, MIKE
DUERKS, BRAD
DUNSMORE, GARY
EVANS, AUSTIN
FARIS, TED
FARRAGE, JOE
FLYNN, RUSS
GABLE, TOM

GAINES, FRANK
GILBERT, MARV
GILL, DAVE
GOODALL, JACK
GRESHAM, BILL
GRUBBS, BUD
HANKEN, KEN
HARRIS, JEAN
HARRISON, RICHARD
HAWLEY, COLIN
HESLEY, RICK
HIGDON, AL
HITT, JOE
HOM, KEVIN
HULBERT, KEN
JANUARY, JERRY 
JARRETT, RICK
JEFFCOAT, JAY
JENSEN, BOB
KECK, ALLAN
KEEHNER, GARY
KENDALL, NORM
KENNEDY, MIKE
KIDRICK, JIM
KIDWELL, DAVID
KOVACEVICH, MARTY
KRAUSE, KEN
LAMBERSON, GARY
LAREAU, DICK
LAWRENCE, RICH
LINKE, H.T.
LOMAC, AARON
LOMAC, JOHN

LOSEY, GARY
MacDONALD, DENNS
MADDOX, GUY
MANNING, CHRIS
MARCKWARDT, BILL
MARTIN, GARY
MATSON, MIKE
MAYS, MARK
McCLURE, MIKE
McCOY, CHRIS
McENCROE, jACK
McLAREN, MARK
McMANUS, JOHN
McMILLIN, MARK
McMULLEN, JOHN
MONELL, JERRY
MORTENSEN, ERNIE
MYERS, GENE
NELSON, JEFF
NORDMARKEN, MIKE
ODEN, FORREST
OLSON, DAVE
PACK, MIKE
PALMER, J. DUANE
PASTORE, TOM
PATRIDGE, MITCH
PAUL, OTIS
PETERSON, WAYNE
PLACE, ELON
POLAN, TYLER
PORTER, ADAM
PUTTKAMER, RICK
REBELO, JOHN

RENDEN, SEAN
ROBERTS, RON
ROBISON, CLAY
SANDERS, JERRY
SANDIFER, KEN
SARGIS, PAUL
SCANNELL, MARK
SCHULTZ, BILL
SHOWS, TOM
SMITH, TOM
SOCCI, ROB
SOUTHARD, GLENN
TEMPLETON, MIKE 
THOMSON, DAVE
TRONCONE, DICK
TURNER, JOE
UNION, SCOTT
VIDAL, RAY
VOGT, BILL
WALSETH, GEORGE
WALSETH, HARVEY
WARNER, DENNIS
WEINER, JOHN
WELLS, RICK
WEST, RICK
WISE, DENNIS
WORTMANN, JOHN
YOUNG, BRAD
YOUNG, JIM

IN MEMORY OF 
    SERGIO AMIEVA

2012 CENTURY CLUB MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
The following list represents currently paid members of the San Diego Alumni Association. 
Over 65% of these members have taken that extra step to support the Association by 
becoming Century Members. It is easy to join, just print out and mail the enclosed Membership 
Application, and view the Association Website (www.saesd.org) to see if you are current.

2012 REGULAR MEMBERS
ALKER, GERRY
ALLYN, PETER
ALTMAN, BOB
ANDRICK, JASON
BAKER, SAM
BARSZ, BILL
BATTENFIELD, BOB
BEARDSLEY, MARK
BECKER, GARY
BERG, JOE
BOURNE, TERRY
BOWDEN, RENNY
BRAUN, GEORGE
BRIGGS, SCOT
CALVERT CHRIS
CAMILLO, MAURICE
DAHL, JIM

DAHMS, FRITZ
DANIELS, DAN
DOLAN, BILL
EHRHARDT, ROSS
ELLSWORTH, PETER
FINSTER, DAVE
FLEMER, SCOTT
FRICK, TIM
GAINES, JIM
GILBERT, JEFF
GIORDANO, PETE
GOETZE, WARREN
GRACE, JEFF
HODIAK, PAUL
HUFFORD, JEFFREY
IGELMAN, RON
JOHNSON, DWIGHT

KADERLI, ROY
KING, ROGER
KINGSTON, BOB
KITSON, LLOYD
LANGFORD, JEFF
LARSEN, DAN
LINDSAY, CHUCK
LOUNSBURY, BILL
LYDON, STEVE
MATCHINSKE, STEVE
MAYS, BURKE
McANALLY, DON
McPARLAND, LARRY
MEHLBERGER, SCOTT
O'CONNOR, BILL
PALMTAG, HERB
PENICK, JEFF

PEREZ, ED
PETERSEN, TOM
POULSEN BOB
RADER, FRED
RELUCIO, RYAN
SCHIRADO, TYLER
SEAGER, SCOTT
SNYDER, SAM
STERNBERG, JIM
TAGLE, LARRY
WENDT, BOB
WITMEYER, JOE
WITTMAN, STEVE
WRIGHT, JAMES
WRIGHT, TOM

Chapter Eternal - Dennis Donald McKee, DDS (CA-TH ’59)

http://www.saesd.org
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∑AE Alumni Association of San Diego

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Address: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

City: "" " " " "    State: " "    Zip: " " " "

Phone: (W) " " "   (H) " " " "   (M) "" " " "

Email: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Chapter: " " " " " " " "   Graduation Year: " "

Occupation: " " " " " " " " " " " "

Annual Dues Category:"❒  Regular Membership $30.00
" " " " ❒  Century Club $100.00 or more - $ " " " "

If you are joining within one year after graduation, your first year’s dues are $20.00.

Please mail this Application together with your check made out to:

∑AE Alumni Association of San Diego
c/o Dick Troncone

2245 San Diego Avenue
Suite 222

San Diego, CA 92110

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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Annual Alumni Association Holiday Party Held - by John McMullen

On Friday, December 7th the Association held its annual Holiday Party, again at the Sheraton Harbor Island 
West. Approximately 100 brothers, wives and girlfriends attended, making it the largest and most enjoyable 
gathering, for this event, yet!

Jim Young CA-TH ’63 said “Great party, nice room, good food and good friends, made it a special event!” 
What I was struck by, as the roaming photographer, was the joyous attitude of everyone I lined up in my 
viewfinder. Clearly the Christmas spirit had embraced our brothers and their significant others. A collection of 
those photos, from the party, are available on the website at the following link:

http://www.saesd.org/index.php?option=com_phocagallery&view=category&id=92&Itemid=10

With the change in 2011, making the Holiday Party free to Century Club Members, I would like to 
encourage all of you, who might want to attend next year’s event, to make collections easier on Dick, by starting 
off 2013 as paid up Century Club members. The most difficult job Dick has each year is dues and fees collection. 
Help him out!

Phi Alpha!  

Alumni News

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org/index.php?option=com_phocagallery&view=category&id=92&Itemid=10
http://www.saesd.org/index.php?option=com_phocagallery&view=category&id=92&Itemid=10
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Alumni News (Cont.)

More than 40 years ago, Mike Matson (CA-TH ’70) 
built the two lions guarding the front door of California 
Theta when he was 18 years old.

Recently, house corporation president Gary Losey 
(CA-TH ’77) requested Matson’s services again in 
order to reface the existing fireplace in the chapter’s 
Pledge Room. 

The fireplace will be adorned with a Phi Alpha wreath, 
two lion busts and the familiar phrase: “How can I 
warm thee if thy heart be cold?”

The baton has been passed! Six or seven years ago 
Mark Mays (CA-TH ’69), and his wife Karen, began 
an annual tradition of hosting the CA-TH Pledge exec 
board for a breakfast in their home. The idea was to 
introduce these pledge leaders to the concept that 
ΣΑΕ membership is for life, not just for college. Karen 
would prepare a delicious breakfast for the 15 to 20 
attendees and Mark invited alumni to share their life 
experiences in ΣΑΕ. Then they would return to 5076 
College Place for a talk by Mike (Mad Dog) 
Matson (CA-TH ’70) the designer and builder of the 
house lions, to tell their story.  

This year Mark recruited Bill Marckwardt  
(CA-TH ’76) and his wife Betty, to take over hosting 
the breakfast, in their beautiful El Cerrito home, on 
December 1st. Their son Colin (CA-TH ’12) also 
chipped in.  Ten leaders of the fall pledge class were 
asked to tell of their role in the pledge class and what 
pledging ΣΑΕ has meant to them, so far. They were 
joined by Dan Bamberg (CA-TH ’67); Mad Dog; 
John McMullen (CA-TH ’70); Gary Losey (CA-
TH ’79); Adam Porter (CA-TH ’02); Chris 
McCoy (CA-TH ’02), CA-TH EA Zach Lawless 
and ET Kyle Anderberg. Each of the alums 
explained their role in ΣΑΕ in San Diego, and story 
tellers Dan and Mad Dog shared their ΣΑΕ 
experiences in life after college. As is customary, after 
the breakfast, the pledges returned to 5076 for Mad 
Dog’s story of how, as an 18 year old Freshman, he 
convinced the architect, Dick Lareau (CA-TH ’54) to 
let him design and build the 8ft. lions that guard the 
front of 5076. And how they were then constructed, 
being poured in place by 5 gallon buckets of concrete 
and a cement mixer, with chapter member participation 
(I helped pour the south lion). (Photos of this year’s 
breakfast are viewable in the image section of our 
website www.saesd.org)

CA-TH Pledge Exec Breakfast - by John McMullen

New Pledge Room Fireplace in the Making

Bill & Betty Marckwardt  

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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Association Young Alumni Year in Review - by Chris McCoy

The San Diego Young 
Alumni have had a great 
year. We broke away from 
our usual set of events and 
tried some new things in 
2012. To start the year off, 
a group of brothers , 
accompanied by wives and 
girlfriends, met at the San 
Diego Century Club at 
Symphony for cocktails 
and  hors d'oeuvres  before 
attending a performance by 
the San Diego Symphony.

Our next event was a deep sea fishing trip off the 
coastline where we fished from Imperial Beach north 
to Point Loma. While the fishing was light that day, we 
all had a great time. 

In October, a group of us met up for an after-work 
brewery tour at the Green Flash Brewery in Mira 
Mesa.  There, we socialized and were educated in the 
craft of micro brewing. The staff educated the group in 
the multiple steps and various processes required to 
make beer on a commercial level. 

To close the year out, a small group of young 
alumni and undergraduate members from California 
Theta met up for a "Morning at the Range," where we 
tried to sharpen our aim with some target shooting. 

We used a variety of firearms and were provided 
expert instruction by professional shooting instructors 
from the San Diego Police Academy. Despite a week of 
bad weather, we had a clear morning and we all had a 
great time. The event was a good opportunity for those 
who have never had any experience with firearms to be 
introduced,  in a controlled environment. For those of 
us with a little bit more experience, the event provided 
opportunities to improve our technique with tips from 
the experts.

As for announcements from the group, please help 
me congratulate Brother Mark E. Dewey on his recent 
engagement to Ms. Jacqueline Lee. Additionally, 
congratulations are in order for Brother Ben Avey on 
the recent birth of his new son Jackson. Best wishes to 
you both.

Finally we would like to welcome all of our new 
members and look forward to planning our next series 
of events in the New Year.

For more information about how to become 
involved with the ΣΑΕ young Alumni, please contact 
Chris McCoy at 619-606-3124 or at:

 chris.mccoy@saesd.org

Phi Alpha,

Chris McCoy

Alumni News (Cont.)

The Young Alumni are still seeking brothers willing to provide mentorship advice for 
active undergraduate brothers. Involvement would entail discussion about your career, 
resume review, and interview suggestions.

If you would like to participate or know of a brother who you believe would like to 
participate please contact Chris McCoy (CA-TH ’02) ( 4mccoy@gmail.com / 
619-606-3124 ) for more information. 

Young Alumni Business Mentor Program

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
mailto:chris.mccoy@saesd.org
mailto:chris.mccoy@saesd.org
mailto:4mccoy@gmail.com
mailto:4mccoy@gmail.com
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“We Met at San Diego State University”
Reprinted from the SDSU College of Business Administration Website

I left SDSC in 1965 to serve in the Navy and returned to college and to 
my fraternity, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, in 1967. For the 1967 Homecoming 
parade, we had committed to build our float entry with the Kappa Alpha 
Theta sorority. The construction of the "Peter Pan Ship" float took place 
in the College Place circle, in front of the ΣΑΕ house. As I labored with 
some paper maché application on the ship's flying bridge I began a 
conversation with an attractive Theta on the other side of the structure. 
At an opportune moment there was a request for some firecrackers, to 
be used with the ship's coffee can cannons. I volunteered to retrieve 
some from my apartment and I invited my new friend, Becky Sickler, to 
accompany me to secure the requested firecrackers. I was looking for a 
date for a homecoming cocktail party the fraternity had planned for the 
upcoming Saturday night. Unfortunately, Becky already had a commitment 

to attend that party with one of my fraternity brothers. Not to be dissuaded, I asked if she would like to attend a 
girls' flag football game, in Aztec Bowl, on Sunday morning. She agreed.

Sunday dawned with enough rain to cause the football game to be cancelled. So, we went to Carnation's for 
coffee to develop a new plan for the morning date. We wound up going to the Pt. Loma Lighthouse and stopped 
at Pier One for a browse. I bought her a ceramic frog. We quickly became a couple and were pinned by 
December. My fraternity even "serenaded" Becky at the Theta House. She was elected Theta president in 1968. I 
left my apartment and moved into the ΣΑΕ house to more easily share time together. By Christmas of 1968 we 
had announced our engagement. We married on June 14, 1969, in San Diego. We both had classes to conclude, 
me for my degree and Becky for her Teaching Credential. We took a $150 a month, one bedroom apartment, on 
Montezuma Road, between Campanile and 55th.

In June we celebrated our 43rd wedding anniversary. We have kept our ties to SDSU, through sports and my 
active involvement with the Alumni Association where I was the president in 1998.

Alumni News (Cont.)

I was a member of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity and my wife 
was a member of Kappa Alpha Theta.

One unusual note, we had the same last name when we met 
(definitely not related). Cynthia Martin of Reno, Nev. proudly kept 
her maiden name when she married Gary Martin of Chula Vista, 
Calif. on 8/1/81, after our May commencement. Still together 30 
years later!
Another unusual note: Although she graduated from high school in 
North Carolina, our daughter Sara graduated from SDSU in 2008. 
Sara was also a member of Kappa Alpha Theta and lived in the same 
room of the sorority house as her mom 25 years earlier.

John McMullen (CA-TH ’70) 
and Becky Sickler

Gary Martin (CA-TH ’81) 
and Cynthia Martin

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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Coach Steve Fisher Featured at the October Association Luncheon - by John McMullen

The currently 19th ranked San Diego State 
basketball team has started their season well, as their 
highest ranked recruiting class learns to “share the 
basketball” with the upper classmen. The man to 
manage that “sharing”, in his 14th season as the Aztecs 
head coach, is Steve Fisher. On October 23rd he made 
his 14th appearance before our ΣΑΕ group, at a 
luncheon at the San Diego Yacht Club. Nationally, 
anyone with any college basketball savvy recognizes 
Coach Fisher as the stellar coach he is and has been, 
since taking Michigan’s “Fab 5” to the NCAA Finals in 
1992 & ‘93. Aztec fans know and respect his coaching 
skills, as well. But, for those of us who have come to 
know him, at fourteen luncheons and through on 
campus contacts, we are most impressed with Steve 
Fisher the gracious and thoughtful man. He truly is one 
of the nicest men I have ever met. And, at this year’s 

luncheon he didn’t disappoint, as he “worked the 
room” engaging all of our 53 attendees in conversation 
and posing for pictures, when asked. In his presentation 
--I'm paraphrasing-- he told us he knew he had many 
good players, but he didn’t know how well they would 
coalesce into a “team” that could return to the NCAA 
tournament? He did assure us that he thought that 
they would and we would do everything he could to 
see it happen. Hey Steve - So far so good!

Editor’s Note: At the November Board meeting, it was 
agreed that we could benefit from soliciting speaker 
recommendations from our membership. 

The criteria we generally apply to our selections is: (1) 
The brother making the recommendation has firsthand 
experience in hearing the person speak, in order to feel 
comfor table that they will make a professional 
presentation. (2) They have expertise in their subject matter 
in order to be considered an effective representative of the 
subject. (3) The speaker and the subject have an appeal to 
a broad audience in order to enhance the attendance at the 
luncheon event.

If you are a current member of the association and 
have a speaker recommendation, please share it with any 
board member. Because we don’t plan luncheons for every 
month, we are limited to the number of speakers that we 
can engage. So, don’t be offended if your suggestion isn’t 
promptly placed on our calendar. 

Alumni News (Cont.)

ΣΑΕ Alumni Win the Baja 1000 Road Race

John Conrad (Cal State-San Marcos ’97) and Fred Sobke 
(Villanova ’97) took home the first-place honors at the Baja 1000 
last November in Mexico.

The Baja 1000 is billed as the world’s longest and toughest off-
road race.

The two brothers won the event on a 2008 Honda CRF450X 
dirt bike and took 22 hours and six minutes non-stop from start 
to finish. In addition, the pair also earned first place at the Points 
Championship for all of the SCORE International races in 2011.

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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History of The Little Italy Association of San Diego - by Stefano Brunetto (CA-TH ‘o2)

Take a walk down India Street 
in San Diego’s Little Italy and 
it’s hard to imagine it any other 
way. The robust scents of my 
families’ Italian deli and grocery 
store, Mona Lisa Italian Foods, 
fill the air as customers shop 
through the crowded aisles for 
the holidays. Art galleries, 
s a l o n s , re s t a u r a n t s a n d 
boutiques flood the street with 
creativity and culture. The Little 
Italy we all know and love is a 

blend of culture, community,  history, and creativity. 
Many people assume that Little Italy has always been 
this way but I can testify that the Little Italy we see 
today is a direct result of the creation of The Little Italy 
Association and the efforts of its founding members, 
comprised of community leaders and local shop 
owners. 

The area of Little Italy can trace its earliest  Italian 
roots  to the 1903 earthquake in San Francisco which 
created an influx of Italian fisherman in search of the 
big tuna. At one time, more than 6,000 Italian families 
lived in Little Italy, and their hard work turned San 
Diego into the center of the world tuna industry. These 
fishermen suffered setbacks during World War II when 
the Navy requisitioned many of the larger boats. By 
1959, the tuna clipper fleet shrank from 210 to 149 
vessels. The area declined further  when construction 
of Interstate 5 literally cut the neighborhood in two, 
displacing families to other parts of the city. The tuna 
industry was eventually dealt its final blow when new 
environmental legislation made it unprofitable to fish 
and all that was left of this ethnic community was a 
handful of Italian restaurants, delis and bakeries. The 
Little Italy area eventually became blighted and 
transformed to mostly a Hispanic neighborhood by the 
early 1990’s.

Marco Li Mandri, a charismatic community 
organizer, saw great potential in the Little Italy area in 
the mid 1990’s and proposed the idea of making the 
region a redevelopment area and naming it Little Italy. 
He presented this idea to a small group of Italian 

restaurant and shop owners, my father and uncles  
being among that group. Designating the Little Italy area 
as a redevelopment zone allowed for property taxes to 
be redirected back into the neighborhood instead of 
going to the city’s general tax revenue.  This process 
allowed for the Little Italy sign to be built, side walks re 
paved and infrastructure to be refurbished. All these 
new improvements to the neighborhood attracted 
many developers to the area which created a domino 
effect of redevelopment. Today, Little Italy is once again 
a vibrant neighborhood, with more than 400 
businesses. It is one of downtown San Diego’s oldest 
continuously operated neighborhood business district. 

 Today our community is a model urban 
neighborhood redevelopment across the nation; with 
new Italian American and non-Italian business owners 
alike maintaining and operating retail and professional 
spaces. CCDC has funded more than $3 million in 
street improvements on India street. The Little Italy 
Association has been reviving, for over 15 years, while 
telling the story of Little Italy to its visitors through 
public art displays and amazing piazzas. I am very proud 
to be an ΣΑΕ and also very proud to be given the 
chance to tell you this great story about the Little Italy 
community.

Editor’s Note: Stefano is Manager of Mona Lisa Italian 
Foods. The first Mona Lisa Restaurant was established in 
1956 in downtown San Diego by Stefano’s Grandfather and 
namesake. Since then, Mona Lisa has become an institution 
for Italian food and culture in the Little Italy area. 

Alumni News (Cont.)
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Annual Founders’ Day Dinner Scheduled for March 1st

Alumni News (Cont.)

In addition to news briefs containing information of interest to the 
Brotherhood concerning local fraternity activities, the newsletter team 
would like to bring back the “Alumni Updates” feature, which was part of 
the newsletter a few years back. If you’re a current member of the 
Association and you’ve changed jobs, received an honor or had some 
other newsworthy event take place in your life, please send an email to 
our Editor, Mike Templeton at mtempleton@sae.org and we’ll include it in 
a upcoming newsletter.  All text file formats are acceptable. Digital photos 
should be at least 300 dpi. 

POLICY ON ALUMNI NEWSLETTER BRIEFS

Mark your calendars for this year’s Founders’ Day Dinner to be held 
on Friday, March 1, 2013 at the Bahia Hotel.

Meet and talk with honored guest, ESA Ken Tracey (Eastern 

New Mexico ’70),

Also, help recognize Brother Don Harrington (CA-TH ’56) for 
his many memorable years as the event’s Master of Ceremonies. This 
year, Don will be passing the baton on to Brother Joe Farrage 
(CA-TH ’89) to MC the festivities.

Join the San Diego Area ΣΑΕ Alumni Association

Our award winning association was founded in 
1932 and continues to thrive today, with over 200 
Alumni ΣΑΕ members. We welcome all ΣΑΕ 
Alumni, regardless of chapter or graduation year, to 
reconnect with your fraternity through association 
with us. We work hard to engage alumni with 
positive feelings about the Fraternity. We have 
regular luncheons, with key note speakers, other 
social events including our annual Founders Day 

Dinner and Holiday Party, our "2011 award winning" website, and this 
"2011 award winning" quarterly e-newsletter, chapter support of three 
local chapters, and philanthropic activities.

If you are an ΣΑΕ and are interested in joining our local association, 
please fill out and mail in the enclosed Membership Application Form.

Upcoming Events

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
mailto:mtempleton@saesd.org
mailto:mtempleton@saesd.org
mailto:jwmcmullen@saesd.org
mailto:jwmcmullen@saesd.org
mailto:mtempleton@sae.org
mailto:mtempleton@sae.org


∑AE ALUMNI BUSINESS RESOURCES

ADVERTISE IN THE ∑AE NEWS - CONTACT FRANK ARRINGTON (619) 260-1660
Support the quarterly ∑AE Newsletter and promote your business with a “Business Card 

Ad.”. Only $60.00 for four issues. Each ∑AE Newsletter will be sent to the full “listserv” of the 
San Diego ∑AE Alumni Association, currently over 500 Brothers.

Put Your
“Business Card Ad.”

Here

Put Your
“Business Card Ad.”

Here

Put Your
“Business Card Ad.”

Here

Put Your
“Business Card Ad.”

Here

Put Your
“Business Card Ad.”

Here

Put Your
“Business Card Ad.”

Here

Put Your
“Business Card Ad.”

Here



∑AE ALUMNI BUSINESS RESOURCES

ADVERTISE IN THE ∑AE NEWS - CONTACT FRANK ARRINGTON (619) 260-1660
Support the quarterly ∑AE Newsletter and promote your business with a “Business Card 

Ad.”. Only $60.00 for four issues. Each ∑AE Newsletter will be sent to the full “listserv” of the 
San Diego ∑AE Alumni Association, currently over 500 Brothers.

Put Your
“Business Card Ad.”

Here

Put Your
“Business Card Ad.”

Here

Put Your
“Business Card Ad.”

Here

Put Your
“Business Card Ad.”

Here

Put Your
“Business Card Ad.”

Here

Put Your
“Business Card Ad.”

Here

Put Your
“Business Card Ad.”

Here

Put Your
“Business Card Ad.”

Here


