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∑AE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF SAN DIEGO ISSUE # 71  •  JANUARY, 2018

The Officers and Members of the Board of the ΣAE Alumni 
Association of San Diego would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all the Brothers and their families - health, happiness, peace 
and prosperity in the New Year!

At this time, it is appropriate to remember that we have much 
to be thankful for, and can take comfort in what draws us 
together as a Brotherhood. As a symbol of that Fraternal Bond, 
the  Levere Memorial Temple, shown above, stands  as the 
crown  jewel of the Greek letter world. This gothic style building 
was built in 1929-1930 to serve as a war memorial and 
administrative facility for the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity and 
Foundation. After 75 years, this historic structure  still preserves 
the past and works for ΣΑΕ’s future.

May it continue to inspire us all in the years ahead.

	 Phi Alpha

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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President’s Message
There is a lot for our association to be excited for in 2018. To start, the Supreme 
Council will be holding one of their quarterly meetings here in San Diego at the end of 
January.  This is not the first time the council has chosen San Diego to conduct business 
and I don’t think we can blame them for returning.  As is customary, the Supreme 
Council will be hosting an Alumni Mixer for San Diego Area Alumni on Friday January 
26th (info on later page).  All SAEs are welcome and encouraged to attend.

Another exciting event on our calendar will be our first luncheon of 2018 which will be 
held on February 1st and feature Amy Roderick, Special Agent, Public Information 
Officer - US Department of Justice - Drug Enforcement Administration.  Amy will speak 
to our group on the growing opioid epidemic in this country.  This is certainly one you 
will not want to miss.  

Speaking of one you don’t want to miss.  On March 9th, 2018 we will celebrate our 
fraternity’s founding at our annual Founders Day Dinner.  Mark your calendars and 

invite your bros who haven’t been out in a while.  It’s always a great time to have that holy ____ I can’t believe 
it’s ____ moment.  It’s also time to welcome in this year’s Brother of the Year.    

Aside from providing our members quality events throughout the year, we as a board are also working 
behind the scenes to improve how our association operates.  I am please to announce that through much hard 
work over the past year we will now be offering an avenue for you to pay your dues and registration costs 
electronically.  In the coming weeks we will be sending out 2018 renewal notices with a link that will allow you to 
pay your dues online.  Our hope is that this will give you the ability to split up the cost of dues and Founders Day 
which traditionally are asked for at the same time and make the cost of attending Founders Day a little more 
palatable.  As we build on this technology our plan is to offer our members the option to register and pay for 
events online in addition to making it easier for current and new members to pay their dues.    

Of course not everything in 2018 will be easy and their are sure to be challenges.  The biggest challenge we 
will face as a fraternity will be how our undergraduate chapters navigate an ever changing environment.  As I am 
sure many of you saw during the second half of 2017, Greek communities across the United States found 
themselves under question for conduct.  Large recognizable universities such as Penn State, Florida State, Ohio 
State, and Michigan halted Greek activities all together in response to growing issues regarding alcohol, hazing, 
and regrettably death.  Other universities have followed suite in what can be described as a growing movement.  
Our National fraternity in response imposed its own moratorium on alcohol prohibiting fraternity functions 
from including alcohol.  This cooling off period which began in December will run through the end of February 
and allow for our undergraduate chapters to get their bearings. 

Of course our association will continue to support our three local chapters and help them navigate these 
times as best as we can.  We also welcome any of you who would be willing to dedicate some time to work with 
our undergraduate brothers.  The vast majority of those around the county who choose to give back do so 
because an alum did that for them.  If you have any interest you can email president@saesd.org and we can help 
get you into the fold.    

With that said, I wish all of you a very prosperous and fruitful 2018 and thank you for your continued 
involvement in SAE.  

In the bonds,

Adam Porter

President

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
mailto:president@saesd.org
mailto:president@saesd.org
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FRATERNITY SELF-SUSPENDS SOCIAL ACTIVITIES WITH ALCOHOL THROUGH FEBRUARY

News from National

EVANSTON, IL – In 2014, our Fraternity eliminated pledgeship and enacted the True Gentleman Experience, 
a new model for membership education. Prior to that decision, we adopted dozens of meaningful practices to 
promote a healthier and safer environment, including a Good Samaritan Policy. Yet, while we have experienced a 
reduction in health-and-safety issues, we are concerned by the tragedies on campuses during the past several 
months.

In a proactive effort, the Supreme Council has authorized a temporary suspension of chapter and colony 
social activities with events that include alcohol. This moratorium allows the organization to pause and gather 
both research and feedback that will help us move forward and reaffirm our support of other Greek-letter 
organizations.

The temporary suspension period began on Monday, December 4, 2017, and will end on Monday, February 
28, 2018. We continue to encourage our groups and their members to sponsor substance-free social activities 
during that timeframe. While we know our members will comply with the regulation, please understand that this 
temporary suspension falls under our health-and-safety guidelines, as outlined in Minerva’s Shield, and that any 
violation may result in serious disciplinary action.

During the next few months, we are offering opportunities for dialogue and input through a variety of 
sources from our undergraduate members, volunteers, alumni and key stakeholders to gain insight on these 
topics. The purpose of the moratorium is not the exclusive study of alcohol use or consumption. Instead, we are 
focusing on how we can enrich our environment, culture and leadership.

On January 26, 2018, The Supreme Council will meet in San Diego to discuss initial findings.

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.sae.net/2013/pages/resources/2013-resources-the-good-samaritan-policy
http://www.sae.net/2013/pages/resources/2013-resources-the-good-samaritan-policy
http://data.sae.net/docs/MinervasShield.pdf
http://data.sae.net/docs/MinervasShield.pdf
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Association Elects New Officers and 
Board Members for 2018

OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS FOR 2018

PRESIDENT
Adam C. Porter (CA-TH ’02) 
Association President in 2016-17;
Past Chairman of Founders’ Days; 
Branch Manager, EnviroCheck.

VICE-PRESIDENT
Michael F. Boyle (CA-TH ’72)
Vice-President in 2016-17, Chapters 
Liasion; 1999 Brother-of-the-Year;
Attorney, Higgs, Fletcher & Mack (Ret.).

SECRETARY
Mark Scannell (CA-TH ’84)
Public Sector Manager, NetApp

TREASURER
Chris McCoy (CA-TH ‘ 02);
Treasurer in 2016-17;
Research Analyst, Fairfield Residential.

MEMBER AT-LARGE
Dick Troncone (CA-TH ’65); 
Association President Emeritus;
∑AE Distinguished Service Award;
President, Price, Troncone & Assoc (Ret)

MEMBER AT-LARGE
John W. McMullen (CA-TH ’70); 
Former Association President and 
Longtime Board Member;
2001 Brother-of-the-Year; 
V.P. Property Tax Consultants (Ret.).

MEMBER AT-LARGE
Dr. Clifford P. Bee (MI-DE ’61)
Board Member in 2016-17,
2008 Brother-of-the-Year; 
Professor Emeritus, SDSU (Ret.)

MEMBER AT-LARGE
Gary Keehner (WA-AL ’62)
Board Member in 2016-17;
Events/Social Programs Chair;
Sales Executive, Hewlett-Packard (Ret.).

MEMBER AT-LARGE
Bill W. Marckwardt (CA-TH ’76); 
Board Member in 2016-17, 
Membership Chair; 
V.P., City National Bank.

MEMBER AT-LARGE
Bob Poulsen (ME-AL ’67);
Board Member in 2016-17
Staff Attorney,
San Diego Superior Court (Ret.).

MEMBER AT-LARGE
Dr. Michael Templeton (OH-EP ’63); 
Website & Newsletter Editor; 
2014 Brother-of-the-Year;
 

MEMBER AT-LARGE
Tim Sirotta (CA-CH ’14);
∑AE National Director,
Chapter Development.

MEMBER AT-LARGE
Gary Martin (CA-TH ’81);
Board Member in 2016-17;
SoCal Government/Education Sales 
Representative, NetApp, Inc.

∑AE Alumni Association of San Diego

302 Washington Street, Suite 423 • San Diego, CA 92103 • (619) 235-0033 • www.saesd.org

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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Even as a high school freshman, Dave Gill (CA-TH ‘53) 
began preparing for what he hoped would be a long and 
successful legal career. “I was always a serious student and 
enjoyed discussing issues with teachers and classmates,” he 
recalled. “I knew I would be attending law school.”

 Obviously, Brother Dave underestimated the long-term 
potential of his desired profession. In March he will begin his 
44th year as a San Diego judge, the county’s longest serving 
jurist. That is in addition to his prior work with the San 
Diego District Attorney and City Attorney offices and time 
in private practice.

A San Diego native, Dave had been accepted to Stanford 
University as a San Diego High School senior, but decided to 
study first at San Diego State College. “I wasn’t quite ready 

to leave San Diego and was playing clarinet and saxophone in a local dance band led by Cal Theta Brother Don 
Harrington, and wanted to continue that for a while longer,” he said.

He pledged Cal Theta as a freshman in 1953. “A few of my friends were already ΣAEs and I probably didn’t 
visit any other houses during rush. Being an ΣAE was and continues to be a great experience.”

Dave transferred to Stanford in his junior year and lived at the ΣAE house (Cal-Alpha) as an undergrad and 
law school student. “In addition to having a few high school friends who were students there, being an ΣAE was 
my entrée to life on a new campus.”

After graduating from Stanford Law School, Dave served three years active duty with the Army Reserve, 
which he had joined in college. He was assigned to the Judge Advocate General Office at the Pentagon and while 
in Washington, D.C. was also able to complete his Master’s Degree in law at Georgetown University. “I really 
enjoyed my time in Washington—during the Kennedy Camelot years—and might have remained there after my 
service; if I didn’t have family and friends in San Diego.”

Returning to his hometown, Dave joined the San Diego City Attorney’s office, and then worked several years 
as a prosecutor with the San Diego District Attorney. “I wanted to get trial experience and during this period I 
handled a wide range of criminal cases—from DUI to murder.”

He was definitely comfortable as a prosecutor, but when longtime friend and fellow musician Don 
Harrington and two other attorneys invited him to join them in a new law office, Dave thought the time was 
right for a change. “I actually hadn’t planned on a long career in the DA’s office and also believed that I’d 
ultimately be a much better lawyer if I had practiced on both sides, so this was a good opportunity.”

While he welcomed the experience as a criminal defense attorney, Dave wasn’t as enthusiastic about the 
business of helping to manage a firm. “I did a lot of criminal defense work during this period, but eventually 
realized that what I liked best was being in the courtroom every day and the person in that role is the judge. I 
thought I’d like having the neutral position as a judge.”

Dave contacted an Army and State Bar acquaintance, Ed Meese, then Governor Ronald Reagan’s chief of 
staff, to ask about the potential of a judicial appointment. He subsequently applied and in 1974 was appointed to 
the San Diego Municipal Court bench. Four years later, he was elected to the San Diego Superior Court and he’s 
been there ever since. Dave has overseen hundreds of cases, including dozens of murder trials and 10 death 
penalty cases.

“Death penalty cases are the most challenging,” he explained. “They last longer, the issues are especially 
complex, and making the ultimate decision is a huge responsibility for jurors; one that many people don’t want.”  

Bro Pro-Files:  Hon. Dave Gill (CA-TH ’53)
Dave Gill Sets Record as San Diego’s Longest Serving Judge --Still finds time to give back to community.

 - By David Robinson

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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Alumni News

Dave has earned a reputation for being strict but fair, thorough, and well prepared. “You have to keep at least 
one step ahead of the attorneys involved,” he said. “Judges have to know the cases better than the lawyers 
appearing before them.”

After 43 years as a judge, Dave still is not anxious to hang up his robe. Recently recovering from triple 
bypass/aortic valve replacement surgery, he was counting the days until he can return to work in January. “It’s 
been a very satisfying career.  I believe in the well-known phrase: ‘If you love what you’re doing, you won’t work a 
day in your life.’ I always tell people to follow their passion. I’ll decide in 2020 if I want to run for another six-year 
term. Maybe it will be time to retire, but perhaps not.”

Until then he’ll keep hearing cases and motivating jurors to make the best possible decisions. “Every day is 
different; because of the people involved and the unique issues in each case.”

Outside of the courtroom, Dave devotes much of his time to community activities. He chairs the Boy Scouts 
Eagle Board of Review; serves on the Boards of Goodwill Industries, Salvation Army, and San Diego Armed 
Services YMCA; is a trustee of the County Law Library; and has been a San Diego Lions Club member for 47 
years. He also remained with the Army Reserve for 35 years; retiring as a Colonel in 1990.

Until a year ago, Dave played in several community bands and would like to resume that avocation. In 
addition, he and his wife Marcia (a college math teacher) enjoy traveling, serving in the St. Vincent de Paul 
Catholic community, and following their daily exercise routine.

Of course, he also strives to maintain contact with his ΣAE Brothers; attending Founder’s Day and other 
events when his busy schedule permits.  A long-time Century Club member, Dave is glad that he decided to visit 
the ΣAE house on Saranac Street (La Mesa) as a young college student. “As a result of becoming an ΣAE, I have 
made lifelong friendships. I wouldn’t have changed my fraternity experience for anything.”

SDSU Basketball Head Coach Dutcher Speaks at Luncheon - by Gary Keehner

  After 18 years of enjoying memorable luncheons with 
SDSU Basketball Coach Steve Fisher, 40 Bros were 
entertained and updated by new head basketball coach Brian 
Dutcher. Coach Dutcher, after 6 years as “coach in waiting” 
moved 18” over on the bench to replace Coach Fisher as 
the program’s 15th head coach. Coach Dutcher’s energetic, 
open communication was enjoyed by the Bros in the Frost 
Room of the San Diego Yacht Club. This included a detailed 
analysis of the entire roster with honest evaluations of their 
potential. The challenges for success were also outlined 
which was refreshing.

   Coach Dutcher clearly is the right person for the job and 
is cautiously optimistic for the future. He appears to like a 

more open, faster paced approach and is anxious to see more upper-class leadership and teamwork. He is 
realistic about the challenges he will face to recruit and coach the team to continue the success of the Coach 
Fisher legacy. Photos are posted on our Website and can be viewed by clicking HERE.

SDSU Homecoming Game Tailgate Party Held

We held a Cal Theta-centric event at the San Diego State University Homecoming game vs. Fresno 
State this past October 21st. Grills, corn hole games, actives, alums and the ΣAE Banner flying 

proud provided a great time for all.

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org/2017_10-lunch-with-coach-dutcher.html
http://www.saesd.org/2017_10-lunch-with-coach-dutcher.html
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Alumni News (cont.)

	

We kicked off the Christmas season with our ever-popular Holiday Party on Friday December 15th in the 
beautiful Catalina Room at the Sheraton Harbor Island West Hotel, with nearly 70 Bros and dates. The Alumni 
Association’s Holiday Party is the only yearly opportunity for Brothers of all ages to mix and socialize with every 
ones’ wives and significant others. The well positioned food stations offered our always popular prime rib 
sandwiches complemented by artichoke and spinach dip, macadamia nut crusted brie, penne & cheese tortellini 
finished off with Christmas cookies and coffee.  Click HERE to see more photos of this festive event.

Holiday Party Held at the Sheraton Harbor Island West - by Gary Keehner

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org/2017-holiday-party.html
http://www.saesd.org/2017-holiday-party.html
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Upcoming Events

Friday, March 9, 2018 - Founders’ Day Dinner at the Bahia Resort Hotel
Honoring Gary Keehner (WA-AL ’62) as Brother of the Year

Amy Roderick, San Diego DEA Special Agent will be the 
speaker at our Luncheon on Thursday, February 1st at the San 
Diego Yacht Club “Frost Room”.  You will learn how this 
addiction problem is now affecting all income levels from blue 
collar workers to professionals in all areas and all age groups 
from teenagers to senior citizens.  According to the Center 
for Disease Control, as many as 90 people die every day 
because of opioid addiction.  Many patients are prescribed 
pain killers after invasive surgery or to aid in recovery of 
injuries. The United States has become the biggest consumer 
of these opioids globally, accounting for almost 100 percent of 
the world total for hydrocodone  (e.g.,  Vicodin) and 
81  percent for oxycodone  (e.g.,  Percocet). Special Agent 
Roderick is a graduate of Stonehill College (1990).   In 1991, 

she was hired by the DEA as a Special Agent and completed training at Quantico, Virginia in 1992.  She was a 
member of the Southern Nevada Gang Task Force until 2001.  While in that role she made more than 100 
undercover buys of numerous illegal drugs from heroin to cocaine, LSD and PCP.  Following this, Special Agent 
Roderick was transferred back to the DEA Academy at Quantico to instruct Basic Agent Training in undercover 
surveillance and case management.   In 2005, she transferred to San Diego and has been a Public Information 
Officer for the DEA since 2009. Please RSVP by January 29th to the ΣAE Voicemail at (619) 685-5294.

Speaker on “Opioids” at February 1st Luncheon - by Gary Keehner

Save the Date: Friday March 9th at the Bahia Hotel 
and Resort, It’s once again that time of year when we 
all get excited to come together and reconnect with 
our Brothers. For our undergrads it’s a chance to 
mingle and network with alums young and old and 
hear stories that aren’t far off from their own. For 
our alums it’s a chance to be young again, as we 
remember past days and listen to new stories from 
our young men. It’s also a chance to honor another 
great ΣΑΕ as we present your Brother of the Year. 
Join us again this year and enjoy a great evening with 
your Brothers! To view photos from last years 
Founders Day Dinner, click HERE.

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org/2017-founders-day-dinner.html
http://www.saesd.org/2017-founders-day-dinner.html
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Alumni 
Association

Board Contacts
PRESIDENT

Adam Porter (CA-TH ’02)
president@saesd.org

VICE-PRESIDENT
Mike Boyle (CA-TH ’72)

vicepresident@saesd.org

SECRETARY
Mark Scannell (CA-TH ’84)

secretary@saesd.org

TREASURER
Chris McCoy (CA-TH 02)

treasurer@saesd.org

MEMBERSHIP
Bill Marckwardt (CA-TH ’76)
membership@saesd.org

PROGRAMS/EVENTS
Gary Keehner (WA-AL ’62)

events@saesd.org

PRESIDENT EMERITUS
Dick Troncone (CA-TH ’65)

emeritus@saesd.org

CHRONICLER
John McMullen (CA-TH ’70) 

info@saesd.org

BOARD MEMBERS
Cliff Bee (MI-DE ’61)

Gary Martin (CA-TH ’81)
Bob Poulsen (ME-AL ’67)
Tim Sirotta (CA-CH ’14)

Mike Templeton (OH-EP ’63)

In addition to news briefs containing information of interest to the 
Brotherhood concerning local fraternity activities, the newsletter team 
would like to bring back the “Alumni Updates” feature, which was part of 
the newsletter a few years back. If you’re a current member of the 
Association and you’ve changed jobs, received an honor or had some 
other newsworthy event take place in your life, please send an email to 
news@saesd.org and we’ll include it in a upcoming newsletter.  All text 
file formats are acceptable. Digital photos should be at least 300 dpi. 

POLICY ON ALUMNI NEWSLETTER BRIEFS

Join the San Diego Area ΣΑΕ Alumni Association

We communicate through our website (www.saesd.org), and this  
quarterly e-newsletter, as well as other social media means (see links on 
our website). 

We also provide support to our three local area Chapters, and 
participate in their philanthropic activities.

If you are an ΣΑΕ and are interested in joining our local 
association, please fill out and mail in the enclosed Membership 
Application Form.

Our National Top Award-winning Association 
was founded in 1932 and continues to thrive today, 
with nearly 200 Alumni ΣΑΕ members. We 
welcome all ΣΑΕ Alumni, regardless of chapter or 
graduation year, to reconnect with your fraternity 
through association with us.

We have regular luncheons, with guest 
speakers, as well other social events including our 
annual Founders’ Day Dinner and Holiday Party.

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
mailto:president@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:president@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:vicepresident@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:vicepresident@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:secretary@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:secretary@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:treasurer@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:treasurer@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:membership@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:membership@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:events@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:events@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:emeritus@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:emeritus@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:info@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:info@saesd.org?subject=SAE%20Alumni%20Association
mailto:news@saesd.org?subject=
mailto:news@saesd.org?subject=
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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∑AE Alumni Association of San Diego
302 Washington St., #423 • San Diego, CA 92103  www.saesd.org

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name: ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Address:! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

City: ! ! ! ! ! !    State: ! !    Zip: ! ! !

Phone: (W) ! ! !   (H) ! ! ! !   (M) !! ! ! !

Email: ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Chapter: ! ! ! ! ! ! !   Graduation Year: ! !

Occupation: ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Annual Dues Category:
! ❒  Regular Member ! $  30.00
! ❒  Century Club ! ! $100.00 (includes Holiday Party)
! ❒  Lions Club ! ! $250.00 (includes Founders Day & Holiday Party)
! ❒  Minerva Club     ! $500.00 (includes Founders Day & all other events)

Please mail this form, together with your check to the address above.

If you would like to get more involved in our Association, please indicate your 
interest in serving on one of the following Committees:

! ❒ Events/Social Programs! ❒ Recruitment/Membership! ❒ Communications
! ❒ Finance/Fundraising! ! ❒ Nominations/Awards! ! ❒ Chapter Liaison

If you do not have the time to get more involved, you may wish to take that extra 
step to become a Century, Lions, or Minerva Club Member. The generosity of these 
Brothers helps to support our philanthropic and mentoring activities, including 
sponsoring undergraduate members from our local Chapters to the Annual 
Leadership School.

∑AE Alumni Association of San Diego
302 Washington St., #423 • San Diego, CA 92103  www.saesd.org
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