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Best Wishes for a Happy, Healthy 
and Prosperous 2014 from your 

San Diego Area Alumni Association

∑AE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF SAN DIEGO ISSUE # 55  •  JANUARY, 2014

The Members of the Board of the ΣAE Alumni Association 
of San Diego would like to take this opportunity to wish all the 
Brothers and their families - health, happiness, peace and 
prosperity in the New Year!

During this past year, our Association witnessed the passing 
of several of our fellow Brothers into Chapter Eternal, but at 
the same time, we have much to be thankful for. We are 
privileged to live here in “America’s Finest City” and can take 
comfort in what draws us all together as a Brotherhood - no 
matter what Chapter we may hail from.

As we begin the New Year, guided by a set of newly revised 
By-Laws, a new Board of Directors, and a strong band of 
Alumni Brothers, it seems appropriate to recall the last part of 
our ΣAE Grace — “... Bless brothers all we humbly pray, tho’ far on 
land and sea, and keep us true to high ideals, we ask for ΣAE.”.

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

  The Annual Election of 
Directors and Officers, called 
for in the recently adopted 
Bylaws of our Association, has 
been successfully completed. I 
would like to welcome four 
new members to the Board – 
Mike Boyle (CA-TH ’71); 
Jeff Byroads, (CA-TH ’78); 
Bill Marckwardt (CA-TH 
’76) and Ryan Thorsen 

(CA-TH ’10). They add both youth and fraternity 
experience to the Board. Leaving the Board is Bill 
Vogt (OH-LA ’62), who was one of our original 
Directors. It is because of Bill’s sponsorship that we 
have been able to hold our events at the San Diego 
Yacht Club. On behalf of the Directors, I would like to 
thank Bill for his many years of service to the 
Association and ΣΑΕ. 

I look forward to 2014, where we plan to 
implement some new ideas, to make the Association 
even better than it is now.  One of the things we intend 
to do is get luncheons back on a regular schedule 
(quarterly on the third Tuesday of the month, for 

example) so that brothers can plan well in advance.  In 
the last few years, luncheons have been scheduled 
when we had an interesting program lined up.  To that 
end, we would like to hear from you, with suggestions 
for speakers and/or topics.  Also, as mentioned further 
in this Newsletter, we are looking for volunteers for 
our new Committees.

As the New Year begins, it’s time to renew your 
memberships, which are for a calendar year.  Our first 
dues solicitation will be included with the upcoming 
Founders’ Day invitation.  Please take the opportunity 
to renew at that time.  It saves the Association a lot of 
time and money, not having to send out follow up 
invoices.  Or, if you are so inclined, you can go to our 
website, www.saesd.org, click on “Contacts”, then “Join 
Association” and renew that way.

The Directors and I would like to wish you a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year.  

Phi Alpha.	


EVANSTON, IL - Sigma Alpha Epsilon has released the 2013 edition of 
the Fraternity Laws, revised in accordance with changes from the 157th 
Anniversary Convention in Chicago this past summer. The digital version 
of the book is now available and can be found on the ΣΑΕ National 
Fraternity Website.

This digital version contains user-friendly bookmarks in the table of 
contents and throughout the book's regular content. For example, if a 
section or title is referenced in a law, users can simply click on that 
word, which is linked to the section or title being referenced. For optimal 
viewing and to enable the bookmarks and index, readers should 
download a copy to their computer or laptop.

The 2013 Fraternity Laws can be found online at www.sae.net under the "Resources" main menu tab and in 
various core-area modules of thetgi.sae.net. The hard-bound version of the book is now being prepared by the 
printer. It should arrive at the Fraternity Service Center by the end of the month and will then be distributed to 
our constituent groups via mail immediately thereafter.

NEWS FROM NATIONAL

P.S. Save the Date — The Founders’ Day Dinner is Friday March 7th!

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.sae.net/
http://www.sae.net/
http://thetgi.sae.net/
http://thetgi.sae.net/
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ASSOCIATION OFFICERS & DIRECTORS FOR 2014

PRESIDENT 
Richard A. (Dick) Troncone (CA-TH ’65); 
President, Price, Troncone & Associates

VICE PRESIDENT 
Adam C. Porter (CA-TH ’02)

Branch Manager, EnviroCheck

SECRETARY
Dr. Michael (Mike) Templeton (OH-EP ’63)

Templeton & Associates, Inc.

TREASURER
Chris McCoy (CA-TH ’02)

Research Analyst, Fairfield Residential 

Dr. Clifford P. (Cliff) Bee (MI-DE’61)
Professor Emeritus, SDSU (Ret.) 

Michael F. (Mike) Boyle (CA-TH ’72)
Attorney, Higgs, Fletcher & Mack (Ret.)

Stefano C. Brunetto (CA-TH ’02)
Owner, Mona Lisa Restaurant

Bill W. Marckwardt (CA-TH ’76)
VP, City National Bank

Mark H. Mays (CA-TH ’67)
President, Alcott Insurance Agency

John W. McMullen (CA-TH ’70)
VP, Property Tax Consultants (Ret.)

Ryan Thorsen (CA-TH ’06)
GM, Bertrand at Mr. A’s Restaurant

Jeff Byroads (CA-TH ’78)
General Partner, Wateridge Insurance Services

ASSOCIATION ELECTS NEW 2014 BOARD

In accordance with the Association’s By-Laws, 
elections were held on December 5th to seat a new 
Board of Directors for year 2014. Association 
Secretary, John McMullen, conducted a very efficient 
voting process via email which saw a large number of 
Association Members participating.  Although John is 
passing on the Secretary baton, he will continue to act 
as the Association’s Chronicler – documenting our 
many important activities and events.

A January kick-off meeting is being scheduled to 
share President Dick Troncone’s vision for the 
Association going forward, and discuss the roles and 

responsibilities of each of the Board Members. It is 
envisioned that a number of working Committees 
including, Events/Social Programs, Recruitment/
Membership, Communications, Financial/Fundraising, 
and Nominations/Awards will be formed — each 
chaired by a Board Member. This new approach is being 
taken to better share the workload and provide for 
continuity of management. All Association Members are 
encouraged to volunteer for serving on those 
Committees in which they could contribute.

The new cadre of Officers and Directors is shown 
below:

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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  Jeff Byroads was definitely 
serious about becoming an 
ΣAE active. Since his days 
as an undergrad member of 
Cal Theta, he has been 
deeply involved with the 
fraternity. 

   Byroads (CA-TH’78) has 
served in numerous ways 
at the chapter, province and 
national level and his recent 
appointment to the San 

Diego Alumni Association Board of Directors is a sign 
that he doesn’t intend to slow down in the near future.

He came to San Diego State University as an 18 
year-old soccer player, not necessarily planning to join a 
fraternity. “My best friend’s older brother was an ΣAE, 
so I thought I’d go through rush,” he said. “ΣAE was the 
only house I visited.”

Byroads subsequently served as house manager and 
pledge educator. “I also got involved as an IFC rep and 
Province Chi representative,” he noted.

He graduated with a BS degree in Occupational 
Safety and Health in 1978, with the goal of working in 
the insurance profession. “I had an internship with EBI 
Companies (a specialty west coast workers’ 
compensation insurance firm), and when I graduated 
was able to go right to work there.”

While steadily progressing in the insurance field, 
Byroads continued to expand his participation with 
ΣAE, eventually becoming Province Chi Archon and a 
15-year faculty member of the ΣAE Leadership School. 
In addition, he has been a member of the National Risk 
Management Committee for 30 years, including five as 
chair; as well as a key player on the local House 
Corporation. “Cal Theta has always been part of the 
national ΣAE scene and I wanted to help continue the 
tradition by contributing my time and experience.”

Brother Byroads enjoyed his time with EBI 
Companies but when faced with a potential relocation 
to the Midwest, he opted to remain in San Diego. In 
1984, he established the insurance division of TCS 
Financial, which Brother Tom Stickel founded and 

where several other Cal Theta bros worked. Then in 
1991, he bought out the insurance unit and renamed it 
Wateridge Insurance. “We’ve grown Wateridge steadily 
as a full service independent insurance agency and it is 
now the third largest insurance brokerage in San 
Diego,” he said. Licensed in all 50 states, Wateridge 
works with clients in diverse areas of business and 
personal insurance.

Throughout the last 36 years, Byroads has deftly 
balanced his business career with volunteering. He has 
never wavered from his commitment to SAE.  “I’ve 
been able to use my professional expertise in my role 
on the Risk Management Committee and that has been 
very satisfying,” he said. “However, I probably have most 
enjoyed being on the Leadership School faculty. It 
enabled me to get a sense of SAE’s undergrad 
population and to become acquainted with bros from 
throughout the Realm.  I also greatly enjoyed being 
Chairman of the 1991 ΣAE National Convention that 
we hosted in San Diego. ” Byroads received the Order 
of the Phoenix as recognition for his substantial 
contribution to SAE.  

He also has been involved in a number of civic 
organizations, including the Century Club of San Diego, 
the host organization for the PGA’s Farmers Insurance 
Open at Torrey Pines.  “I saw the Century Club as a 
great way to combine networking opportunities with 
my love of golf, the organization’s charitable mission 
and my passion for military appreciation, one of the 
Century Club’s main focal points.”  He has been a 
Century Club member for 23 years, including a term as 
president, during which he oversaw three major 
tournaments (2007 Nationwide Championship, 2008 
Buick Invitational and 2008 US Open). In 2010, Byroads 
was honored with the Griff Hayes (longtime Century 
Club member) Award for Outstanding Service.

In addition, he is a founding member of Friends of 
Torrey Pines, life member of the San Diego State 
Alumni Association, charter member of the SDSU 
Presidential Leadership Fund, active member of the 
SDSU Athletic Foundation, and a board member of the 
San Diego chapter of the Insurance Agents and Brokers 
Association. (Continued on next page)

BRO PRO-FILES:  JEFF BYROADS (CA-TH ’78) - BY DAVID ROBINSON

Combining Business Success with Role as ΣAE & Civic Leader

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org


 www.saesd.org         Page 5

“I am involved because I believe in volunteerism,” 
said Byroads. “I’ve enjoyed success in business and feel 
it important to give back wherever I can. Certainly my 
participation helps to promote our company, but my 
prime motivation is to support ΣAE and deserving local 
organizations.”

Somehow he also finds time to spend with his 
family—wife Tami, three adult children and two 
granddaughters— and pursue his varied interests that 
include playing soccer and golf, water skiing, sailing, 
showing dogs, and traveling.

Byroads also makes a point to stay in touch with 
Brothers of his and other eras. “I’ve tried to stay very 
active and I see many bros on a regular basis, for 
example at Founders Day and the accompanying golf 
tournament, and other functions. We recently had a 
huge reunion of brothers from the mid-70’s to early 
80’s era, which was fantastic. ΣAE has definitely 
provided me with camaraderie, lifelong friendships and 
many great memories.”

BRO PRO-FILES:  JEFF BYROADS (CA-TH ’78) (CONT.)

Chapter Reports

Brothers, the California Theta 
Chapter is doing great and is 
remaining strong. We recently 
initiated 40 new brothers into 
the Chapter and are expecting 
a successful Spring Rush. Our 
new brothers are great assets 
within our chapter and truly 
represent ΣAE well.  

Over the course of the semester, Community 
Service was a key aspect we choose to focus on. We 
had a great day of service working alongside the Alumni 
Association and the Rotary Club in October, when we 
had the opportunity to repaint a Navy family's home. It 
was a very rewarding day and the members of Cal 
Theta enjoyed the chance to interact with the ΣAE 
Alumni. 

Our most recent Community Service event was 
very rewarding and one I personally enjoyed. We had 

the opportunity to pair with the Holy Spirit Church of 
San Diego, and gather gifts for local foster children. Cal 
Theta made a donation of $400 to purchase 2 gifts 
each for 10 foster children. Also donating gifts was the 
San Diego State chapter of Pi Beta Phi. After wrapping 
the presents, there was a main event where we got to 
personally hand out the gifts to the children and 
socialize with the families; there was even a surprise 
visit from Santa. Cal Theta was delighted to be a part of 
the event and glad to hear that the Church asked for 
our participation again next Christmas. 

We are looking forward to our Annual Parent’s 
Weekend and an overall successful semester in Spring 
2014.

Cal Theta hopes you all had a great Holiday Season 
and a happy New Year!

Phi Alpha,

Nick Wright

CAL THETA (SDSU) - BY BY NICK WRIGHT, EA

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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   Hello Brothers – I first want to 
wish everyone a Happy New Year 
and hope that you all had a great 
holiday with friends and family. 
   The 2013 Fall Semester was a 
great one for California Alpha 
Gamma at Cal i fornia State 
U n i v e r s i t y S a n M a r c o s . 

Throughout the semester the chapter held beach 
clean ups at Moonlight Beach in Encinitas and will be 
adopting the beach as a caregiver later this spring. The 
chapter also started a new project as we go to a local 
senior citizen home and interact with seniors by 
playing games, watching movies, and talking about past 
life experience. At the end of the semester we initiated 
and welcomed fourteen new members into our 
beloved order. Finally, we finish the semester after hard 
work inside and outside the classroom, with our 
annual semi formal at the Sheraton in Carlsbad.

Some things to keep on your radar for this 
upcoming spring is Vista's Big Give to be held in 

February. Our chapter spearheaded the efforts to rally 
together all Greeks on the CSUSM Campus to give 
back and volunteer their time to this cause. Vista'a Big 
Give is a community wide project lead by the students 
in the Vista Unified School District working to raise 
money for   the Make-A-Wish Foundation to grant 
wishes for children in need. The volunteers are 
working together to raise $50,000 to grant three 
children's wishes. The brothers of California Alpha 
Gamma partnered with our Violet Kelly McKinney to 
help with the project as service is a key pillar of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon.

For more information or to donate, please email 
2 0 1 4 v b g @ g m a i l . c o m o r c h e c k o u t 
vbg2014.blogspot.com. Look for more information 
soon about our annual golf tournament. 

Phi Alpha Brothers,
Michael Robert McKinney 

Chapter Reports (Cont.)

CAL ALPHA GAMMA(SAN MARCOS) - BY MICHAEL MCKINNEY, EA

    This year has been a landmark for 
the newly established Cal Chi 
chapter at UC San Diego. This past 
spring we held our inaugural Paddy 
Murphy weekend for our new and 
old Cal Chi alumni. It was an 
overwhelming success, drawing over 
forty alumni from across the nation 
back to San Diego to reconnect with 
a newly revived Sigma Alpha Epsilon 

chapter at their Alma Mater. Attendees took part in an 
initiation ceremony, a senior sendoff ceremony and of 
course, a Paddy Murphy celebration.

In addition, we hosted our first annual philanthropy 
raising over $1600 for the Rady Children’s Hospital, 
establishing one of the strongest philanthropic events 
on campus in its inaugural year. 

I am also proud to report that our chapter has 
maintained a high standard for success while remaining 

humble and enthusiastic. This year we have consistently 
improved our chapter GPA, which currently sits above 
a 3.14 cumulatively. Additionally, we have reported well 
over 10 hours of community service per member. Over 
the past year, over two thirds of our members have 
attended Province, Western States, or John O. Mosely 
Leadership schools. We continue to have a presence on 
IFC; though the IFC President Tim Sirota and IFC VP 
Recruitment Trevor Gerard have transitioned out of 
their terms, our own Alex Boone has been elected the 
IFC VP of Service.

Lastly, I cannot thank everyone enough for their 
support for our chapter, both the brothers here in San 
Diego and across the nation. Happy New Year 
gentlemen and Phi Alpha,

Kevin Nevalsky

CAL CHI (UCSD) - BY KEVIN NEVALSKY, EA

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
mailto:2014vbg@gmail.com
mailto:2014vbg@gmail.com
http://vbg2014.blogspot.com/
http://vbg2014.blogspot.com/
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Alumni News

The ever popular annual Holiday Party was held on Friday, December 6th   in the Coronado room at the 
Sheraton Harbor Island East. Approximately 90 brothers and their significant others attended. Also joining us 
from SAE HQ was Jason Andrick, Associate Executive Director of the SAE Foundation. Asked for a comment 
about the evening, Brother Jim Young (CA-TH '63) said "As always the ΣAE Holiday party was a fantastic time 
sharing good food with old friends and Brothers." Photos of the event, now with captions, are available on the 
Association’s Website at; http://www.saesd.org/2013-images/2013-holiday-party.html

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org/2013-images/2013-holiday-party.html
http://www.saesd.org/2013-images/2013-holiday-party.html
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Alumni News (Cont.)

Sailor’s House Painting

Fall Pledge Class Breakfast

In October, Alumni Association Members teamed up with Active Brothers from Cal Theta in a day of 
service, repainting a Navy family's home. President, Dick Troncone (CA-TH ’65) is shown above left with two 
members of the Naval Base San Diego Rotary Club, who helped sponsor the project. Brother John Lomac 
(CA-TH ’69) is seen above right going back for more paint. Other artistic Alumni included John McMullen 
(CA-TH ’70), Bill Vogt (OH-LA ’62), and Ron Coover (CA-TH ’71). It was a very rewarding day for all, 
having the opportunity to give back some thanks to those who keep us safe.

In December, Brother Bill Marckwardt (CA-TH ‘ 76) and his wife Betty, again hosted their semi-annual 
Pledge Breakfast for the Cal Theta Pledge Class Executive Board in their beautiful El Cerrito home. A number of 
Alumni attended the event, including John McMullen (CA-TH ’70), Mike Matson (CA-TH ’70), Aaron 
Lomac (CA-TH ’02), Ryan Thorsen (CA-TH ’10), Mike Butruce (CA-TH ’10), and Colin 
Marckwardt (CA-TH ’12). The occasion conveyed to the pledge leaders that ΣAE membership is for life, not 
just college.

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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   The written history of ΣAE in San Diego will soon be available as a special 
resource for pledge education as well as the enjoyment of all Brothers.

   David Robinson (CA-TH ‘68) is writing/editing the history, with extensive 
contributions from Brothers of Cal Theta and other chapters. He is currently 
researching the story—from Epsilon Eta’s 1921 founding at the San Diego 
Normal School to 2014.

    The history will include a decade-by-decade review of specific Epsilon Eta and 
Cal Theta developments—including fraternity house moves, construction of the 
lions, new traditions and social activities—in addition to highlights about ΣAE 
Chapters at Cal State San Marcos and UCSD, and the significant involvement of 
Brothers from various other chapters. It will initially be featured with a selection 
of photos on the Alumni Association website.

  “The goal is to emphasize how we've grown from Epsilon Eta (EE), a popular 
local fraternity; to the  1932 formation of ΣAE's San Diego Area Alumni 

Association, whose Brothers were from other chapters; EE's  1949 affiliation with ΣAE (based on Alumni 
Association support); and through the subsequent highlights and challenges,” said Robinson. “It will be a ‘living 
history’ that we will continue to update based on Brothers’ suggestions and other information.”

A number of bros from various eras already have provided their insights. Robinson encourages others to 
share noteworthy milestones (not necessarily the 1970 party at Redwood Hall) by e-mailing him at 
drobinson@saesd.org

We’re Writing Our History

Alumni News (Cont.)

Brother Chuck McKeown Joins Chapter Eternal

Chuck McKeown Cal Theta 1963, passed away on September 29, 2013, 
after a lengthy battle with Alzheimer’s Disease. Chuck was always known 
for his quick wit and dry humor. He is survived by his wife, Susan.

- Phi Alpha, Chuck!

1964

Brother Ron Roberts to Speak at February 4th Association Luncheon

Upcoming Events

Mark your calendars for the next Association Luncheon to be held on Tuesday, February 4th at the San 
Diego Yacht Club. Call (619) 685-5294 to make reservations.

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
mailto:drobinson@saesd.org
mailto:drobinson@saesd.org
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Alumni 
Association

Board
PRESIDENT

Dick Troncone (CA-TH ’65)

VICE-PRESIDENT
Adam Porter (CA-TH ’02)

SECRETARY
Mike Templeton (OH-EP ’63)

TREASURER
Chris McCoy (CA-TH 02)

BOARD MEMBERS
Cliff Bee (MI-DE ’61)

Mike Boyle (CA-TH ’72)
Stefano Brunetto (CA-TH ’02)

Jeff Byroads (CA-TH ’78)
Bill Marckwardt (CA-TH ’76)

Mark Mays (CA-TH ’67)
John McMullen (CA-TH ’70)
Ryan Thorsen (CA-TH ’06)

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Mike Templeton (OH-EP ’63)

(619) 297-7311
Email: mtempleton@saesd.org

Upcoming Events (Cont.)

In addition to news briefs containing information of interest to the 
Brotherhood concerning local fraternity activities, the newsletter team 
would like to bring back the “Alumni Updates” feature, which was part of 
the newsletter a few years back. If you’re a current member of the 
Association and you’ve changed jobs, received an honor or had some 
other newsworthy event take place in your life, please send an email to 
our Editor, Mike Templeton at mtempleton@saesd.org and we’ll include it 
in a upcoming newsletter.  All text file formats are acceptable. Digital 
photos should be at least 300 dpi. 

POLICY ON ALUMNI NEWSLETTER BRIEFS

Join the San Diego Area ΣΑΕ Alumni Association

Our award winning association was founded in 1932 and continues 
to thrive today, with over 200 Alumni ΣΑΕ 
members. We welcome all ΣΑΕ Alumni, regardless 
of chapter or graduation year, to reconnect with 
your fraternity through association with us. We 
work hard to engage alumni with positive feelings 
about the Fraternity. We have regular luncheons, 
with key note speakers, other social events 
including our annual Founders Day Dinner and 
Holiday Party, our "2011 award winning" website, 
and this "2011 award winning" quarterly e-

newsletter, chapter support of local chapters, and philanthropic 
activities.

If you are an ΣΑΕ and are interested in joining our local association, 
please fill out and mail in the enclosed Membership Application Form.

Annual Founders’ Day Dinner Scheduled for March 7th

Mark your calendars for this year’s Founders’ Day 
Dinner to be held on Friday, March 7, 2014 at the Bahia 
Hotel. This well attended event is always a good time to 
renew old acquaintances and to make new ones.

This year we are honored to have Eminent 
Supreme Archon, Brad Cohen, in attendance.

Formal announcements giving further details will be 
going out in the mail soon - watch for them!

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
mailto:mtempleton@saesd.org
mailto:mtempleton@saesd.org
mailto:mtempleton@saesd.org
mailto:mtempleton@saesd.org
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∑AE Alumni Association of San Diego

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Address: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

City: "" " " " "    State: " "    Zip: " " " "

Phone: (W) " " "   (H) " " " "   (M) "" " " "

Email: " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Chapter: " " " " " " " "   Graduation Year: " "

Occupation: " " " " " " " " " " " "

Annual Dues Category:"❒  Regular Membership $30.00
" " " " ❒  Century Club $100.00 or more - $ " " " "

If you are joining within one year after graduation, your first year’s dues are $20.00.

Please mail this Application together with your check made out to:

∑AE Alumni Association of San Diego
c/o Dick Troncone

2245 San Diego Avenue
Suite 222

San Diego, CA 92110

http://www.saesd.org
http://www.saesd.org
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