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Well, it is almost here!  An update from last month’s News Letter:  We now have guests from Australia, 
Canada, Denmark, France, Great Britain, Germany, Greece, Italy, Japan, Norway, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain, 
and Sweden coming to view the eclipse.  We also have guests from Alaska, Alabama, Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Montana, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Nevada, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington DC, Washington State, Wisconsin, and 
Wyoming (15 Countries and 33 States/Districts).  What a great opportunity to view the eclipse and mingle with 
people from all over the world.  One of our visitors made a suggestion that everyone bring with them a flag 
from their country, state, providence, etc.  I think that is a great idea, especially for those camping and in RVs, 
to be able to display your flag.  It is up to you.  Bring them if you will. 
 
The current extended weather forecast is calling for sunny with a 0% chance of precipitation on Monday 
August 21st, with a high of 82 °F and a low of 50 °F.  Perfect!  Let’s hope the weather man has it right. 
 
I attended a community meeting last Thursday concerning the eclipse and wanted to pass some information on 
to you.  A representative of the Idaho Department of Transportation was in attendance and stated that they will 
suspend all construction on Interstate 15 (I-15) for the weekend of the eclipse and that both lanes in both 
directions will all be open.  That is good news!  The Idaho State Police is bringing additional Officers from 
Northern Idaho down for the eclipse to help patrol the roads.  I asked if they would be manually directing traffic 
in Idaho Falls at Exit 119, where Highway 20 (US-20) turns off of I-15 and heads towards Rigby, Rexburg, and 
West Yellowstone.  They said that they hoped that the traffic light would handle the traffic, but that they would 
monitor it and man it as necessary.  For your information, Exit 119 North has a single lane which turns to the 
right onto US-20 at a stop light.  I think that this is going to be the biggest bottle neck and may back I-15 North 
up a long ways.  I would suggest that, for those of you entering Idaho Falls from the south, you stay in the left 
lane and continue past exit 119 (see the directions below). 
 
Below are suggested directions to our location from 4 different directions from major highways: 

• Heading North on I-15 

I suggest that, rather than taking US-20 in Idaho Falls, you continue on I-15 North to 
Roberts, ID (Exit 135).  At Exit 135 you will turn right (East) onto Idaho State Highway 48 
(ID-48) and continue 7 miles to Menan, ID.  At Menan, ID-48 turns to the right, but you 
need to continue straight heading east on the Menan-Lorenzo Highway (the main street 
of Menan) for 1 mile through town and then turn left (North) on 3600 East.  Continue 
North on 3600 East for 2-1/2 miles to our location.  3600 East (Jefferson County) turns 
into Twin Butte Road when you cross the Menan Snake River Bridge into Madison 
County.  We are less than ¼ mile after you cross the river bridge.  Watch for signs. 

• Heading South on I-15 

I suggest that you would take Exit 135 at Robert, ID.  At Exit 135 you will turn left (East) 
onto Idaho State Highway 48 (ID-48) and continue 7 miles to Menan, ID.  At Menan, ID-
48 turns to the right, but you need to continue straight heading east on the Menan-
Lorenzo Highway (the main street of Menan) for 1 mile through town and then turn left 
(North) on 3600 East.  Continue North on 3600 East for 2-1/2 miles to our location.  3600 
East (Jefferson County) turns into Twin Butte Road when you cross the Menan Snake 
River Bridge into Madison County.  We are less than ¼ mile after you cross the river 
bridge.  Watch for signs. 
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• Heading South on US-20 

I suggest you take Exit 325 at Lorenzo, ID and turn right (West) onto the Menan-Lorenzo 
Highway.  Continue west on the Menan-Lorenzo Highway for about 6 miles and turn 
right (north) on 3600 East.  Continue North on 3600 East for 2-1/2 miles to our location.  
3600 East (Jefferson County) turns into Twin Butte Road when you cross the Menan 
Snake River Bridge into Madison County.  We are less than ¼ mile after you cross the 
river bridge.  Watch for signs. 

• Heading West on US-26 

I suggest you turn right (North) at Ririe (US-20 Business) and then turn left in Ririe onto 
ID-48.  Continue on ID-48 through Rigby until you reach Menan.  At Menan, continue 
straight (North) and turn right (east) onto the Menan-Lorenzo Highway (the main street 
of Menan) for 1 mile through town and then turn left (North) on 3600 East.  Continue 
North on 3600 East for 2-1/2 miles to our location.  3600 East (Jefferson County) turns 
into Twin Butte Road when you cross the Menan Snake River Bridge into Madison 
County.  We are less than ¼ mile after you cross the river bridge.  Watch for signs. 

 
I would suggest that you study the maps for alternate routes before you arrive.  Traffic will be anything but 
normal.  Allow yourself a lot of extra time to get here.  I would rather see you arrive here early than be stuck in 
traffic outside the area or Totality during the eclipse.  The parking areas for Monday day parking and the 
walking trail to the rim of the Butte open at 4:30 a.m.  We have recently added the option of Sunday night 
parking and staying in your vehicle for $20 in the B-Lot if you’re concerned about getting stuck in traffic on 
Monday.  A lot of people traveling from the South have told me they plan to leave Utah at about 2 or 3 in the 
morning to beat the traffic. It seems everybody has the same plan and that I-15 North may be just as crowded 
then as later that morning.  Please plan ahead and allow yourselves plenty of time to get here. 
 
Many people have asked about no late arrivals for parking after 9:30 on Monday morning.  Our reason for this 
is that us and our families want to experience and enjoy this once in a life-time event of the eclipse too.  We 
realize this might be difficult with the traffic concerns.  That is why we have provided camping/RV spaces and 
just recently allowed overnight parking in the B-Lot on Sunday night.  Please allow yourself plenty of time to get 
here since driving times is expected to be anything but normal.  We don't want you in the middle of I-15 
between Pocatello and Blackfoot during Totality. 
 
That being said, if you arrive late and we are not at our stations to park you, please try and find your assigned 
space as best as you can.  Attached are some better maps of the parking areas to help identify your parking 
space.  We also hope to have them marked somewhat to help you identify your space also.  If you can't find it, 
there should be space that you can park in.  The B-Lot should have extra space in it, too.  Please just don't 
block isles or entrances/exist.  We plan on blocking off the road to the Crater before Totality, so that car 
headlights do not interfere with everybody’s viewing of Totality on the rim.  Also, do not park in areas that are 
not mowed, ESPECIALLY IN THE CRATER.  It is extremely dry here.  If you park in an un-mowed area, your 
vehicle may start a fire, and you will be liable for all damages.  The cost of damage from a range fire, and the 
cost of fighting them, can be extremely expensive. 
 
Please do not make this license to arrive anytime you want.  It would be better to arrive a couple of hours early 
than be stuck in traffic.  Viewing spots on the rim of the Butte are also first come, so come early to pick your 
spot.  We want everybody to have a wonderful experience with the eclipse, including our family members and 
neighbors. 
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Below is some useful data to be aware of for the South Menan Butte for the eclipse.  All times are Mountain 
Daylight Savings time. 

• Sunday, August 20th 

Daylight ................................................................... 6:38 am - 8:23 pm 

Civil Twilight................................................................... 8:23 - 8:53 pm 

Nautical Twilight ............................................................ 8:53 - 9:30 pm 

Astronomical Twilight ................................................... 9:30 - 10:10 pm 

Night ...................................................................... 10:10 pm - 4:51 am 

• Monday, August 21st 

Night ...................................................................... 10:10 pm - 4:51 am 

Astronomical Twilight ............................................... 4:51 am - 5:31 am 

Nautical Twilight ............................................................ 5:31 - 6:08 am 

Civil Twilight................................................................... 6:08 - 6:39 am 

Daylight ................................................................... 6:39 am - 8:21 pm 

Beginning Partial Eclipse ............................................... 10:15:26.0 am 

Beginning of Totality ...................................................... 11:32:55.2 am 

Maximum Totality........................................................... 11:34:04.0 am 

End of Totality ................................................................ 11:35:13.0 am 

End of Partial Eclipse ..................................................... 12:58:02.4 pm 

Solar Noon............................................................................... 1:30 pm 
 
I wanted to make some travel suggestions to you for your visit with us for the eclipse.  As you know, we are 
expecting numerous visitors here with us that could possibly double our population here in Southeastern Idaho.  
With all the extra visitors coming, the local infrastructure may not be able to provide products or services as it 
normally does.  This is not meant to alarm you but help you be more prepared.  I think that a good practice is to 
prepare for the worst and hope for the best.  Therefore, I would make the following suggestions: 

• Fill your vehicles with fuel before arriving in the immediate area. 

• Bring enough food and water with you to where you could get by for a day or two, if needed. 

• Don’t plan on reliable cell phone service.  The cell towers will be overloaded from high volumes of 
users.  Note that texting (without photo attachments) takes less data than voice calls.  Your text 
message may go through where your voice call will not.  Also note that 911 calls will take precedence 
over regular calls, in case of an emergency. 

• Study your travel routes before you get here or bring a GPS that doesn’t rely upon cell service.  Your 
cell phone GPS that relies upon cell service probably won’t work. 

• Bring some cash with you.  Businesses that rely upon cell service may not be able to make credit/debit 
card transactions. 

• Allow yourself extra time for your travel plans.  It is better to arrive early than be late. 
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Also, some general information that may be useful: 

• For those bringing RVs, the City of Menan is making an RV dump station at their Sewage Treatment 
Facility about 3 miles south of us. 

• The Madison and Jefferson County Sheriff’s Offices will have a command post one mile North of us on 
Twin Butte Road.  They will man the command post 24 hours a day from Friday through Monday. 

• Many have asked about swimming in the Snake River, since it is right next to us.  I would strongly 
discourage it.  The Snake River has strong currents, undertows, and downed trees and snags.  Also, 
with the strong currents, it will carry you downstream quickly to where you will have a hard time getting 
back to where you started from.  The next public access on the river below us is near Roberts and is 
probably at least 10 miles away on the river.  Emergency response personnel will be stretched thin and 
would prefer not to have to find and hopefully rescue people in trouble on the river. 

• Many have asked about being able to go up on the South Menan Butte before Monday.  You will not be 
permitted to drive up on the South Menan Butte before Monday.  The property owner will allow you to 
walk up on the Butte before Monday, as long as you stay on the designated paths and within the 
designated areas. 

• No smoking, fireworks, or fires of any kind will be allowed at any time on the South Menan Butte.  
Please also read and follow the other terms and conditions you agreed upon prior to making your 
reservation. 

I hope this has been helpful.  We want everyone to have an enjoyable time while they are here observing the 
eclipse. 
 
Just a reminder that we will be selling breakfast and lunch on Monday as supplies last, before and after the 
eclipse, respectively.  We will also have ISO certified eclipse glasses, a limited number of souvenir T-Shirts, 
and other items for sale.  Also, for those of you who will be here on Saturday night, it is not to late to make 
reservations for our Meet and Greet Dinner.  We will have live music and you will be able to visit with people 
from various parts of the World.  You can prepay and guarantee a plate by signing up online on the website.  
Please refer to the July’s News Letter for more details on the food venues. 
 
For all of you who will be here on Sunday, we would also like to give you a personal invitation to attend Church 
Services with us and worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  We meet at 9 a.m. at the Menan 3rd Ward of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.  Services are located at the Church House 2 miles South of us 
at 698 North 3600 East.  There are also Services that begin at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. in the same building, if you 
can’t meet with us at 9 a.m.  Please come and join us for worship.  I realize that you will be camping, but come 
as you are.  You are all welcome and invited. 
 
We are looking forward to meeting all of you here at the South Menan Butte as our guests to the Great 
American Eclipse.  If you have not already looked at the previous monthly News Letters, please look at them 
on the website at https://www.idahosolareclipse.com/news-letters-and-articles.  As the eclipse weekend 
approaches, I will try and send out additional information on the actual number of people in the area and how 
the traffic is flowing.  Hopefully, we will have an idea how things are going before Sunday evening, for those of 
you travelling Monday morning.  It has been a wonderful experience for me to be able to communicate with so 
many of you during the past several months.  I’m really looking forward to being able to meet and see all of you 
in about 10 days! 
 
Brent Gunderson 
Crater Adventures 
208-656-5966  
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A-Lot – North↑ 
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B-Lot – North↑ 
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E-Lot – North↑ 
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A-Lot Entrance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

905 Twin Butte Road 
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910 Twin Butte Road 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trail to the West Rim 
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E-Lot Entrance off Twin Butte Road 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rustlers Trail to E-Lot 
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Rustlers Trail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Road to Rim off of Rustlers Trail 
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West Road at the Rim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Road to the Crater from the West Rim (right) 


