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Introduction 

Cardinal Reading Strategies offers online Orton-Gillingham training On Demand!  In 

accordance with Evidence-Based Reading Research, the Orton-Gillingham approach is an 

intensive, sequential phonics-based system that teaches the basics of word formation before 

whole meanings.  Our system, The English Code Language Training System, is an Orton-

Gillingham-based language training system that teaches to a student's strengths while seeking to 

improve weaknesses through explicit and systematic phonics instruction and will foster in your 

students the ability to forensically master reading, writing, and spelling.   

The primary objective of Cardinal Reading Strategies’ E-Learning Portal is to provide 

parents with goals and structure that will meet the needs of students who are currently receiving 

intervention in the decoding and encoding of the English language.  The English Code Language 

Training System, our premiere language training system that incorporates auditory, visual, and 

tactile-kinesthetic instruction with highly interactive, digital content, places students in position 

to master the eighty-five percent of the English code that is phonetic.  Further, and most 

importantly, it allows English language learners to make intelligent choices towards mastering 

the remaining fifteen percent of the English code that must be analyzed in order to be applied 

properly. 

While not your traditional learning management system where the data is managed, 

compiled, and analyzed for you, we provide the data management documents in PDF so that 

parents can do it themselves.  This way, parents have some “skin” in the game.  Our system is 

designed to encourage and develop a parent's ability to look “behind the curtain” of the reading 

science and develop a clearer understanding of the needs of their children.  This, however, does 
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not mean that parents are going at this alone.  Subscribers may reach out to us, at any time, for ad 

hoc advice.  Simply write us an email or call, and we will be there for you.  Our approach was 

carefully selected to foster parent empowerment in the teaching of reading and spelling to their 

own children through the following “housekeeping” documents:   

E-Learning Portal User’s Guide 

Phoneme Checklist 

 

 

The eighty-five drills in our E-Learning Portal are divided into ten categories.  Each 

digital drill is in HTML5 format and houses a self-guiding, interactive, multi-sensory, Orton-

Gillingham-based lesson that teaches the intricacies of the English language using audio and 

animations. Most parents struggle to afford evidence-based reading instruction which may cost 

$75.00 per hour or more.  With our E-Learning Portal, parents, with or without a language 

training background, can easily provide support for learned concepts and move their children 

along faster.  This will cut the intervention time in half and, thereby, the costs.  Doesn't paying 

for six months of reading intervention sound a lot better than paying for a year or more?   

Concepts learned in therapy on Monday may be reviewed daily, with parental guidance, 

until the next therapy session.  When the next session arrives, a brief review to ensure mastery is 

all that is required, and the student quickly moves on to the next, new concept, cutting 

intervention time and costs, considerably.  A brief simultaneous oral spelling drill is included in 

each drill.  Parents may expand the simultaneous oral spelling drill using the word lists provided 

in the User's Guide.  Families will have consistent contact with a systematic and forensic 

approach to master the reading and spelling of the English language for all students who are 

struggling with language acquisition.  For a small fee of $9.99 per drill (Morphology Indexes 
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cost $12.99-$19.99), highly interactive, evidence-based reading practice is available within the 

comfort of your own homes, and you, the parent, are the reading support specialist.  Students 

who struggle with reading benefit from repetition, and you can come back to the course as often 

as you like.  You own it! 

The complete language training system has been organized to provide fluidity of 

information to ensure success.  Concepts that build upon other concepts have been placed 

accordingly in our Scope and Sequence. 

Please note.  You will find that, in our system, there are no cute little animals, funny 

faces, games, or anything else to distract the student from the task at hand.  This curriculum is 

not designed to entertain.  In its purest form, The English Code Language Training System 

explicitly and systematically reinforces the intrinsic relationship between sounds and the 

symbols that represent them in the English code. 

Parents and students may access our E-Learning Portal and work through our language 

training drills on desktops, laptops, tablets, or smart phones.  Whether you are at home, at the 

beach, or traveling, as long as you have broadband, you have a reading tutor at your fingertips. 

Finally, evidence-based reading instruction on demand and on the go! 

The English Code Language Training System’s eighty-five digital drills, listed under the 

Course Catalog tab on the E-Learning Portal main screen, are purchased “a la carte”.  No annual 

licensing fee is required.  The nine categories that compose the complete digital curriculum 

include: 
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Short Vowels Drills 

This category contains all five short vowels in individual presentations.  Additionally, a short 

vowels review is included.  These presentations are valuable as they solidify the concept that 

short vowels behave differently to long vowels.  Contained within are: 

 

Short “a” 

Short “e” 

Short “i” 

Short “o” 

Short “u” 

Mixed Short Vowel Review 

 

Syllable Types Drills 

This category contains digital presentations that teach five of the seven syllable types found in 

the English code.  Knowledge of syllable types prepares students for syllable division, a crucial 

foundation of word attack skills.  Contained within are: 

open syllables 

closed syllables 

mixed open and closed syllables 

silent “e” syllables 

mixed open, closed, and silent “e” syllables 

consonant + “le” syllables 

“r”-controlled syllables with “ar,” “er,” “ir,” “or,” and “ur” 

 

Syllable Division Drills 

This category contains three digital presentations that provide critical decoding strategies.  Here, 

the magic happens as students understand that the vast majority of words (85% of the English 

language) are pronounced based upon their vowel and consonant structure.  Contained within 

are: 

 

VC/CV syllable division 

V/CV syllable division 

VC/V syllable division 
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Long Vowel Spellings Drills 

This category contains twenty-one digital presentations that cover the difficult concept of long 

vowel spellings.  Students will receive an introduction to long vowel spellings.  Following the 

introduction, students will study the four long vowels spellings for each of the five vowels.  

Throughout and after these language training modules, parents and students will see a dramatic 

increase spelling and reading ability.  Contained within are: 

 

Introduction to Long Vowel Spellings 

“a,” “a-e,” “ai,” “ay” 

“e,” “e-e,” “ee,” “ea” 

“i,” “i-e,” “igh,” “y” 

“o,” “o-e,” “oa,” “ow” 

“u,” “u-e,” “ue,” “ew” 

 

Advanced Vowel Teams Drills 

This category contains nine digital presentations that cover the less commonly known vowel 

teams.  Contained within are: 

“au” 

“aw” 

“ey” 

“oi” 

“oy” 

three sounds of “ea” 

two sounds of “oo” 

two sounds of “ou” 

     two sounds of “ow”      

 

Consonant Blends and Digraphs Drills 

This category contains seven presentations that teach consonant blends and digraphs.  These 

presentations greatly improve a student’s understanding that consonant blends behave differently 

to consonant digraphs.   Contained within are: 

 

initial blends 

final blends 

“ph” 

“sh” 

“wh” 

two sounds of “ch” 

two sounds of “th” 
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Challenging Phonograms Drills 

This category contains six presentations that teach the more difficult consonants that have 

multiple sounds.   Contained within are: 

 

two Sounds of “c”     

two Sounds of “g”      

two Sounds of “s”      

three Sounds of “-ed”      

three Sounds of “y”     

“qu”      

  

Spelling Rules Drills  

This category contains seven presentations that teach the seven Anglo-Saxon spelling rules that 

govern the English language.   Contained within are: 

 

The “F,” “L,” “S” Doubling Rule 

The CVC Doubling Rule 

The “y” Rule  

The Silent “e” Rule 

The Long Spelling Rule for “-ck” 

The Long Spelling Rule for “-dge” 

The Long Spelling Rule for “-tch” 

 

Morphology Indexes 

This category contains six digital presentations that will test/drill a student’s knowledge of 

Latinate word construction and Greek word construction.  Latinate word construction constitutes 

55% of words in the English code.  Greek word construction constitutes 11%.  Together, they 

occupy 66% of the advanced vocabulary in our language.  Therefore, knowledge of Latinate and 

Greek word construction is crucial to the academic endeavors of students.   Contained within are: 

 

Latinate Prefixes Index 

Latinate Roots Index 

Assimilated Latinate Prefixes Index 

Greek Combining Forms Index 

Latinate Vocabulary Drill 

Greek Vocabulary Drill 
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As you enter the E-Learning Portal, remember the novelist, Marcel Proust, who wrote: 

“The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes… 

…but in having new eyes.” 

 

 Let's give our children their new eyes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Digital Content 

 

 

Each phonics concept studied in The English Code Language Training System is supported by 

an interactive, digital drill which provides multi-sensory instruction for the presented concept.  

Each digital slide in the drill is in widescreen format and consists of a white background with 

black text to aid in visual recognition.  The text is Times New Roman, size 120.  Each digital 

presentation is self-guiding with audio and animations. Additionally, a simultaneous oral spelling 

drill is included at the end of the presentations.  The following figure is an example of our digital 

drill cards. 
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By clicking on the “home” button in the lower right hand corner of any page of the digital 

presentation, the course participant is taken to the home screen.   

The home screen serves as searchable table of contents for the digital presentation, and has 

interactive, navigable components.  Instructors, parents, and students are capable of clicking one 

of the tabs on the home screen and are immediately taken to that particular page in the flipchart.  

To return to the home screen at any time, merely click the “home” button in the lower right hand 

corner of the page.  The following figure is an example of one of our home screens.    

 

Navigation 

Arrows 
 

Table of 

Contents 
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There are a total of 85 individual HTML5 digital drills that consist of well over 5000 digital 

slides.  

 

I spent quite some time trying to decide which format to use.  I opted for the PowerPoint format 

due to the fact that you can combine animations, interactivity, audio, and produce the finish 

product with the look and feel of a polished video presentation.   

 

The Introduction and Examples sections of each presentation are self-guiding with audio and 

animations.  As our HTML5 presentations are founded upon PowerPoint Shows, on these pages, 

participants will find a recycle icon placed in the bottom center of the digital page (in between 

the navigation arrows).  See the following figure for a graphic representation. 
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The purpose of the recycle icon is to replay the audio and animations for that particular digital 

page.  As this is not a video, if a student, parent, or teacher must revisit a page that has already 

played, once the page is revisited, the page must be recycled in order to play from the beginning. 

 

The Decoding Drill is a critical part of each presentation.  Here students are presented with ten 

to fifteen words that represents the concept studied.  Students should decode each word.  To 

verify that their decoding is correct, students merely “tap” the word once (or “click” if they don’t 

have a touch screen) and the word is pronounced.  As the sound is embedded in the word, itself, 

students may tap the word as many times as they wish.  Each time that the word is “tapped” or 

“clicked,” the word is pronounced.  After the word has been decoded and verified, proceed to the 

next word by tapping the right green arrow at the bottom of the screen. 

 

Recycle Icon 
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The Simultaneous Oral Spelling Drill is the final section of each digital presentation.  

“Simultaneous Oral Spelling” is a technique used in the Orton-Gillingham approach to provide 

the auditory component of the multi-sensory instruction.  While writing (tactile-kinesthetic) and 

reading (visual) what they write, students say/hear the symbols that they are writing (auditory) at 

the same time.  

 

The four-step procedure called Simultaneous Oral Spelling, or “S.O.S”, is as follows: 

1. A word or sound is clearly articulated in a strong, yet unobtrusive tone. 

2. The student repeats the word or sound. 

3. Have the student write the word or sound, pronouncing each letter as it is being 

written.  
  

4. After the student has finished writing the word or sound, have the student look at 

the word and say it again. 
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The following figure is an example of our simultaneous oral spelling drill. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

We have taken care of step one of the simultaneous oral spelling process.  Each of the numbered 

icons houses a word that represents the concept studied in the presentation.  To hear the word, 

students merely “tap” the numbered icon once (or “click” if they don’t have a touch screen) and 

a word is pronounced.  Each numbered icon houses a different word that represents the concept 

studied.  As the sound of the word is embedded in the icon, itself, students may tap the icon as 

many times as they wish.  Each time that the icon is “tapped” or “clicked,” the sound of the word 

is pronounced.   After the student has repeated the word (step two), if he or she prefers to say the 

sounds that the letters or phonograms make instead of saying the letters while writing the word, 

this is acceptable.  In either case, they are spelling orally and tactilely, while regulating visually, 

all at the same time.  Hence, “simultaneous oral spelling”.  
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Recommended Supplementals 

 

In order to provide readers and parents with a multi-sensory approach that would meet their 

encoding and decoding needs, I had to narrow my focus and deal only with the science of 

reading and spelling.  Yet, there are other areas of importance for students who are struggling 

with the language acquisition process that could not be addressed sufficiently within this 

curriculum.  Areas such as: 

cursive handwriting techniques 
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grammar skills 

writing skills (composition) 

reading comprehension skills 

phonemic awareness drills 

independent reading levels 

 

As a result, the following items are highly recommended as supplemental materials to The 

English Code Language Training System:  

 

 

1. To learn the proper technique for cursive writing, I recommend Cursive Writing Skills, 

by Diana Hanbury King.  The handbook, available for either right or left-handed students, 

is available online from www.epsbooks.com.  Using Diana’s manual, students will 

rapidly learn proper cursive handwriting techniques with a focus on the following areas:  

 

lowercase letters 

uppercase letters 

numbers 

posture 

pencil grip 

paper position 

    

2. To learn proper grammar, I recommend English Composition and Grammar: Complete 

Course by Dr. John E. Warriner.  The book is available online from www.amazon.com.  

Using Dr. Warriner’s book, students will improve grammar skills through the mastery of 

the following eight parts of speech:  

 

nouns 

verbs 

pronouns 

adjectives 
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adverbs 

conjunctions 

prepositions 

interjections 

 

 

 

 

3. To learn the proper technique for writing the full range of compositions, I recommend 

Writing Skills (2nd Edition), by Diana Hanbury King.  The handbook is available online 

from www.epsbooks.com.  Using Diana’s writing manual, students will learn correct 

composition techniques with a focus on the following areas:  

 

prewriting and organization 

audience and purpose 

editing and revising 

paragraph structure 

types of paragraphs/essays 

thesis statements 

outlining 
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4. To learn proper reading comprehension skills, I recommend Six Way Paragraphs by Dr. 

Walter Pauk.  The three books in the series are available online from www.amazon.com.   

Using Dr. Pauk’s series, students will improve reading comprehension through the 

mastery of the following six essential categories:  

Main Idea 

Supporting Details 

Clarifying Devices 

Inference 

Drawing Conclusions 

Vocabulary in Context 

 

 

 

5. For excellent practice in the important area of phonemic awareness, I recommend Sounds 

and Letters for Readers and Spellers by Dr. Jane Fell Greene.  The book is available 

online from www.amazon.com.  Using Dr. Greene’s work, students will improve 

phonemic awareness through the mastery of the following five essential categories:  

Phoneme Replication 

Phoneme Substitution 

Segmenting 

Blending 

Rhyming 

 

 

 

6. For the spelling pack, I recommend that words be taken from A Measuring Scale for 

Ability in Spelling by Leonard Ayres (aka, The Ayres Spelling Scale).  It is published by 

Mott Media and available online from www.amazon.com.   
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7. In order for parents and other specialists to accurately determine the reading level of their 

students, I highly recommend the Degree of Reading Power program by Questar 

Assessment, Inc. (www.questarai.com).  The DRP Program offers a diagnostic test that 

parents and teachers may give.  Based upon the performance on the test, students earn 

two scores: 

a. Instructional DRP score 

b. Independent DRP score 

 

The Instructional DRP Score indicates the most difficult text a student can read and 

understand with teachers' or parents' help.  The Independent DRP Score indicates the 

most difficult text a student can read and understand without teachers' or parents' help.  

Our interests lie with the Independent DRP Score. 

 

Questar Assessment, Inc. has a database containing over 40,000 titles that have been 

organized based upon text difficulty and assigned a number that corresponds to the 

Independent DRP Scores.  Simply type in your Independent DRP Score, and you are 

presented with a detailed and comprehensive list of titles of books on your child’s 

independent reading level.  Parents and other specialists will have no difficulty in finding 

these books at your local public library or bookstore.  
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Additional Recommended Readings 

 

 

The following books are recommended for parents and teachers who are engaged in language 

remediation or wish to learn more about Dyslexia: 

 

 

1. Wolf, Maryanne.  Proust and the Squid: The Story and Science of the Reading Brain, 

Harper Perennial, 2007. 

Pgs. 24-32      How the Brain Adapted Itself to Read 

Pgs. 81-107 The Beginnings of Reading Development, Or Not 

Pgs. 108-133 The Natural History of Reading Development 

Pgs. 165-197 Dyslexia’s Puzzle and the Brain’s Design 

 

 

 

2. Seidenberg, Mark.  Language at the Speed of Sight, Basic Books, 2017 

Pgs. 15-29 Visible Language 

Pgs. 59-84 The Eyes Have It 

Pgs. 101-121 Becoming a Reader 

Pgs. 149-185 Dyslexia and Its Discontents 

Pgs. 187-214 Brain Basis of Reading 

 

 

 

3. Dunson, Walter E.  School Success for Kids with Dyslexia and Other Reading 

Difficulties, Prufrock Press, 2013. 

Pgs. 5-14          The Development of Reading Skills  

Pgs. 59-118      How Sounds Are Constructed 

Pgs. 119-135    English Language Word Construction 

 

 

 

4. Brady, Susan A. and Donald Shankweiler. Phonological Processes in Literacy, Lawrence 

Erlbaum Associates, Inc., 1991. 

Pgs. 5-25 Constraints on the Development of Phonemic Awareness 

Pgs. 67-83 Levels of Phonological Awareness 

Pgs. 129-147   The Role of Working Memory in Reading Disability 

Pgs. 237-252 The Preeminence of Phonologically Based Skills in Learning to 

Read  
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5. Chall, Jeanne S. and Helen M. Popp. Teaching and Assessing Phonics: Why, What, 

When, How, Educators Publishing Service, 1996. 

Pgs. 1-5 Why Teach Phonics? 

Pgs. 6-15 The WHAT of Phonics 

Pgs. 21-28       The HOW of Phonics Instruction 

 

 

 

6. Lyon, G. Reid.  Frames of Reference for the Assessment of Learning Disabilities, Paul 

Brookes Publishing, 1994. 

Pgs. 117-142 Measurement of Executive Function 

Pgs. 143-162 Issues in the Assessment of Executive Function 

 

 

 

7. Wolf, Maryanne. Dyslexia, Fluency, and the Brain, York Press, 2001. 

Pgs. 3-17 Neurobiology of Reading Difficulties 

Pgs. 245-269   The Determinants of Reading Fluency: A Comparison of Dyslexic 

and Average Readers 

 

 

8. Duane, Drake and David B. Gray. The Reading Brain, York Press, 1991. 

Pgs. 27-50       Neurolinguistics and Biologic Mechanisms in Dyslexia 

Pgs. 119-131 Anatomy of Dyslexia 

 

 

 

9. Balmuth, Miriam. The Roots of Phonics: A Historical Introduction, York Press, 1992. 

Pgs. 55-62       The Ancestry of Spoken English: Indo-European Origins  

Pgs. 63-70       The Germanic Heritage 

Pgs. 71-79       Backgrounds of Old English 

Pgs. 87-94       Backgrounds of Middle English: The Norman Conquest 

 

 

 

10. Shaywitz, Sally. Overcoming Dyslexia, Random House, 2003.  

Pgs. 93-101       Early Clues to Dyslexia  

Pgs. 120-130     Should My Child Be Evaluated for Dyslexia? 

Pgs. 261-287     Teaching the Dyslexic Child to Read 
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11. Rawson, Margaret Bird.  The Many Faces of Dyslexia, The International Dyslexia 

Association, 2000 (Fourth Edition). 

Pgs. 3-53 The Many Faces of Dyslexia 

Pgs. 125-148 The Orton Trail 

Pgs. 151-187 Ways That Have Opened 

 

 

 

12. Adams, Marilyn Jager. Beginning to Read, Center for the Study of Reading, University 

of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 1990. 

Pgs. 17-48        Research about Readers: Two Perspectives  

Pgs. 88-94        Decoding, Context, and Fluency 

Pgs. 95-104      From Spelling and Writing to Reading 

 

 

 

13. Orton, Samuel Torrey. Reading Writing and Speech Problems in Children and Selected 

Papers, The International Dyslexia Association, 1999. 

Pgs. vii -x Forward 

Pgs. xiii-xix     A Biographical Sketch of Samuel Torrey Orton  

Pgs. 5-9 Introduction 

Pgs. 129-163   "Word Blindness" in School Children 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1. What Is Dyslexia? 

Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is neurological in origin.   It is characterized 

by difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and 

decoding abilities.  These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological 

component of language that is often unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities and 

the provision of effective classroom instruction. Secondary consequences may include 

problems in reading comprehension and reduced reading experience that can impede 

growth of vocabulary and background knowledge. 

 

Adopted by the International Dyslexia Association Board of Directors, Nov. 12, 2002 

 

2. What Is Academic Language? 

Academic language represents the complex components of the English language that are 

required for success in academic discourse.  In vocabulary and structure, it is quite 

different from the social English that we use in normal conversations.  Mainly composed 

of Latinate, Greek, and Anglo-Saxon word construction, weak academic language skills 

are the primary hindrance to the comprehension of school texts and lectures.  To combat 

poor academic language skills, students will require instruction in the following key areas 

of academic language development:  

 

Vocabulary 

Grammar 

Sentence Structure 

Latinate Word Construction 

Greek Word Construction 

Sociolinguistics 

Critical Thinking Skills 

Language Awareness 

Study Skills 

Learning Styles 

 



24 

 

3. What Is Academic Language Therapy? 

Academic language therapy helps students who need primary instruction or remediation 

with the English “code”.  Since the educational experience of American students is 

conducted primarily in the English language, adequate academic language skills are 

essential for school success.  Academic language therapy, therefore, serves as a 

foundation for lifelong learning.  Utilizing the multi-sensory strategies that are the 

cornerstone of science-based reading instruction, academic language therapy programs 

are designed to meet the needs of students who are struggling with reading, writing, and 

spelling.  Academic language therapy services may include, but are not limited to: 

Phonology 

Decoding (word attack skills) 

Morphology 

Handwriting 

Reading Fluency and Comprehension 

Writing Mechanics 

Spelling 

Learning Styles and Strategies 

 

 

4. What Is The Difference Between A Tutor And An Academic Language Therapist?  

Tutoring is a support service that assists the student in specific areas with which he or she 

may be having difficulty as far as a subject or curriculum is concerned.  Academic 

therapy is an intensive remedial approach that starts the student with the basics and 

rebuilds the learning continuum step-by-step.  Academic therapy starts from ground zero 

so that no gaps are left in the student’s grasp of and facility with processing information 

in reading, writing, spelling, and/or math.  It includes an adaptation of the content, 

curriculum, and materials based on the student’s skills and specific needs.  It is 

individualized, structured instruction which is written and planned for a particular student 

and is delivered by a thoroughly trained individual. 

 

Fact Sheet #978 -The International Dyslexia Association 
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5. What Is Simultaneous Oral Spelling? 

“Simultaneous Oral Spelling” is a technique used in the Orton-Gillingham approach to 

provide the auditory component of the multi-sensory instruction.  While writing (tactile-

kinesthetic) and reading (visual) what they write, students say/hear the symbols that they 

are writing (auditory) at the same time.  

 

The four-step procedure called Simultaneous Oral Spelling, or “S.O.S”, is as follows: 

a. A word or sound is clearly articulated in a strong, yet unobtrusive tone. 

b. The student repeats the word or sound. 

c. Have the student write the word or sound, pronouncing each letter as it is being 

written.  
  

d. After the student has finished writing the word or sound, have the student look at 

the word and say it again. 

 

After the student has repeated the word (step two), if he or she prefers to say the sounds 

that the letters or phonograms make instead of saying the letters while writing the word, 

this is acceptable.  In either case, they are spelling orally and tactilely, while regulating 

visually, all at the same time.  Hence, “simultaneous oral spelling”.   
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Our Executive Director 

 

Walter E. Dunson, Ph.D. is a Senior Literacy Consultant, Legislative Advocate, and 

Author.  He is the executive director/founder of Cardinal Reading Strategies and has more than 

twenty years of experience working with students in the areas of language-based learning and 

language acquisition.  Dr. Dunson is recognized for his knowledge of literacy, learning 

differences, dyslexia, and English phonology/morphology.        

Dr. Dunson was mentored through a 2760-hour practicum in the Orton-Gillingham 

Approach by a founding Fellow in the Academy of Orton-Gillingham Practitioners and 

Educators (AOGPE), and, in order to provide diagnostic-prescriptive remediation, he has 

received additional training in: 

 Lindamood-Bell's Phoneme Sequencing Program for Reading, Spelling, and Speech 

 Visualizing and Verbalizing Program of Concept Imagery for Comprehension and 

Thinking 

 Seeing Stars Program of Symbol Imagery for Sight Words, Reading, Phonemic 

Awareness, and Spelling 

 Dr. Jane Fell Greene's Language! Program, a curriculum for at-risk and ESL students in 

grades K-12 and includes components for writing, spelling, reading, grammar, and 

vocabulary. 

In keeping with the findings of the National Reading Panel, he also incorporates: 

 Great Leaps for Reading, a program that has been recognized for years as a researched 

and evidence-based fluency program that enables students to make significant strides in 

their reading. 

 Six Way Paragraphs, a three-level series that teaches the basic skills necessary for 

reading factual material through the use of the following six types of questions: subject 

matter, main idea, supporting details, conclusions, clarifying devices, and vocabulary in 

context. 

 Sounds and Letters, a manual of cumulative units of phonemic awareness drills intended 

for use by teachers or speech-language pathologists to build efficiency in the five 
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activities of phonemic awareness (replication, blending, segmenting, substitution, and 

rhyming). 

Dr. Dunson is strong proponent of evidence-based reading research, a former member of 

the Board of Directors of the International Dyslexia Association (Houston Branch), and the 

author of School Success for Kids with Dyslexia and Other Reading Difficulties and The English 

Code (both available on Amazon.com).  Additionally, he is the creator of The English Code 

Language Training System, a multi-sensory language training system that incorporates auditory, 

visual, and tactile-kinesthetic modalities with interactive, digital content to create highly 

effective evidence-based reading instruction. 

Dr. Dunson has appeared as a guest on NPR and Project Baltimore, and he has presented 

on the importance of evidence-based reading instruction before the Maryland State Board of 

Education, the Maryland Higher Education Commission, the Maryland House of Delegates, and 

the Maryland Senate.  He has served as an expert witness and an educational advocate in cases 

involving the District of Columbia Public Schools and several county school districts in 

Maryland and Virginia, and he served as the keynote speaker at the 17th Annual Region 4 

Dyslexia Conference in Houston, Texas on December 16, 2016.  In addition to his position at 

Cardinal Reading Strategies, he is a member of Right to Read-Maryland, a coalition of 

educational organizations, advocates, and supporters who have the common goal of improving 

teacher education so that all teachers have the knowledge and tools to teach reading effectively.  

Towards this end, Right to Read-Maryland has put forth a bill in the Maryland Legislature, with 

the help of Maryland Delegate, Dana Stein, and Maryland Senator, Joan Carter-Conway, to 

ensure that teachers of reading pass a competency test (the Foundations of Reading Test) before 

being placed in front of students.  Dr. Dunson has also served as an adjunct professor in Loyola 

University Maryland’s Graduate School of Education where he taught structured literacy skills to 

public and private school educators, and he is a member of the Maryland State Department of 

Education Elementary Literacy Work Group, a committee chartered to revise the four reading 

courses at the college/university level that teachers must complete in order to obtain state 

certification. 


