
 

 

Dyslexia & Dyscalculia: what’s the denominator?  
Conference Program, Saturday 7 October 2017  

 

8.45 Registrations Open 

9.10 – 9.20 Welcome and Housekeeping 

9.20 - 9.45 Professor Michael Rowan - Opening Address. As co-founder of the Tasmanian Education Ambassadors, 
Professor Rowan has a profound respect for the power of learning, and a firm belief that a good education enables 
every person to do things they would not otherwise have thought possible. 

9.45 - 10.30 Professor Steve Chinn - Keynote: Dyscalculia, dyslexia and maths learning difficulties. Dyscalculia is a 
relatively new term in the special needs vocabulary. Definitions, contributing factors for learning, and not learning 
maths, with a pragmatic content based on over twenty years of teaching in specialist schools for dyslexics and the 
speaker’s own classroom-based research. 

10.30 - 11.10 Sarah Asome - Early, explicit and evidence based! That’s the key to success in a ‘dyslexia friendly school’. Along 
with the use of assistive technology and accommodations, students with dyslexia can achieve their full potential. 
Hear how Sarah influenced whole school change at Bentleigh West Primary in Victoria, taking it to a school leading 
the way in evidence based literacy instruction for everyone.  

11.10 - 11.30 Morning Tea  

11.30 – 12.10 James Justice Bond - Dyslexia and changing laws in Australia. James is a passionate advocate for getting 
dyslexia recognised as a learning disability. He has helped to effect changes to many disabilities laws in his home 
state of New South Wales, and will share his life journey towards a PhD as a severe dyslexic. 

12.10 - 12.50 Mandy Nayton - Dyslexia identification, intervention and support – how well are we doing? Students with 
dyslexia frequently face unpredictable and challenging journeys through both primary and secondary schooling. Our 
knowledge and understanding of the nature of dyslexia is certainly better than it was in the past, but tangible 
changes in classroom practice have been sporadic at best. The identification of learning disorders using the 
Response to Intervention model, and the most effective strategies for both intervention and support will be reviewed. 
In addition, some suggestions for system-wide change will be made.  

12.50 - 1.30 Lunch  

1.30 - 2.10 Judy Hornigold - Maths anxiety and working memory. What causes maths anxiety and how does this affect our 
ability to learn maths? Practical teaching strategies to relieve maths anxiety will be explored. The role that working 
memory plays in maths, the effect of anxiety and stress on our working memory and consequently our ability to 
perform well in maths will also be explored. 

2.10 - 2.50 Rosalie Martin - Caring for the Teachers… and the Parents… and the Children. In the busyness and  
multi-tasking of modern life and modern classrooms, teachers and parents can find themselves tugged in many 
directions, bringing stress, fatigue and dissonance. Teacher and parent wellbeing are important planks in the 
support of the richest educational outcomes for every child. This session will show you how to create spaces for 
courage and clarity to emerge; and will give you a taster of processes to identify and respond to your deeply-held 
wellbeing needs. It is about looking after the children by also knowing how to look after yourself. 

2.50 - 3.10 Afternoon Tea 

3.10 - 3.50 Bill Hansberry - The secret life of the dyslexic learner. Understanding the emotional side of a brain that learns to 
read differently. 

3.50 - 4.20 Professor Steve Chinn - Building a dyslexia-friendly school. Steve will discuss key learnings from his 
experience as the founder and Principal of a school for children with dyslexia in the UK.  

4.20 - 4.35 Thank you and closing - Dr Judith Hudson, Square Pegs Ambassador 

 
Venue: Hobart Function Centre, Elizabeth Street Pier, Hobart. Tickets: $320. 
To register or for more information, visit squarepegstas.org or email squarepegstas@gmail.com. 

 

https://www.squarepegstas.org/

