
Ten years have passed since the judicial examination and the Judicial Research 

& Training Institute was replaced with law school and bar examination as the primary 

system for training new legal professionals. The primary focus of South Korea’s 

newly adopted law school system has been practical on-the-job training. The on-the-

job training is done two-fold: first, practical training sessions are included as regular 

credited classes in law schools; second, students can engage in internships and legal 

clinics outside of school. 

 

However, it’s realistically difficult to complete practical on-the-job training in 

South Korea, a nation that follows the civil law, because three years is barely enough 

for education on the basic theories of law. The civil law system isn’t South Korea’s 

only problem. It’s very challenging to find faculty who can focus entirely on practical 

training; South Korean law prohibits law school faculty from practicing law; legal 

clinic systems are yet to take place as a platform for on-the-job training. 

 

Korea University Law School has created a task force to tackle the problems that 

make on-the-job training difficult for law school students, and to create innovative 

and effective alternatives for practical education. The task force has also in mind that 

law school graduates find it increasingly difficult to find good jobs on the market. 

 

As a result, on September 13th, 2018, the Center for Law & Creativity(CLC) and 

Korea-Jungwoo Law Incubating Platform(KJLIP) has been founded, an achievement 

that Korea University Law School has been first to make in South Korea. 

 

Center for Law & Creativity(CLC) will be acting as a headquarter for on-the-job 

training for current law school students, additional training for law school graduates, 

assisting lawyers working in special fields, and exchange with other research 

institutes, law firms, and related organizations. Hang, Sang Dae, former Prosecutor 

General and visiting professor to Korea University Law School, will be serving as the 

center’s first president; Kim, Jae Wan, professor at Korea University Law School, 

would be the center’s first vice-president, and they will be working with other 

committee members. 

 

Center for Law & Creativity(CLC) will also manage and assist Korea-Jungwoo 

Law Incubating Platform(KJLIP). KJLIP acts as a cradle for legal startups, consisting 

of around three members including at least one lawyer. Young legal professionals that 

have innovative minds for special fields will lead emerging legal markets, such as IT 

or arts. 

 

Korea University has been the first in South Korea to initiate legal education in 

1905, and has contributed to the development of South Korea’s legal system, as well 

as the training of legal professionals. Based on a long tradition of legal education, the 

Center for Law & Creativity(CLC) would become the cornerstone of legal training 

for professionals, and pioneer new legal markets in the future. 

 


