
CONSTITUTION DAY 2016 
Presented by the San Diego ACLU 



What is Constitution Day? 



What is the Constitution? 



What is the Bill of Rights? 



Separation of Powers 



 



 



San Diego Student Speech case 

La Jolla High senior benches 

 
Q. Do you think students have the right 

to paint a political message on a 
school bench? 

Q. Do you think administrators have 
the right or responsibility to protect 
students from negative or 
controversial subjects? 



 



Safford Unif. School Dist. v. Redding (2009) 

¨ Were school 
administrators right 
to search Savana? 

¨ Even searching 
inside her 
underwear? 

¨ Was there enough 
proof that she might 
be carrying 
contraband? 

¨ Does it make a 
difference that she 
was only 13 years 
old? 
 
 



4th Amendment – Unreasonable Search? 

¨ Valid drug search? 
¨ Early a.m. before 

non-bussed 
students present 

¨ Suspect not present 
¨ Drug dogs 
¨ No drugs or 

weapons found 
¨ No charges filed 

 

Stratford High School 
Goose Creek, SC 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwDOlLFCZuk 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwDOlLFCZuk�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwDOlLFCZuk�



Riley v. California (2014) 

¨ Can police conduct a warrantless search of a cell 
phone seized from a suspect incident to arrest? 



 



 



Furman v. Georgia (1973) 

Death Penalty = “Cruel and Unusual Punishment” b/c: 
¨ A punishment that is by its severity degrading to human dignity 

(torture) 
¨ Obviously inflicted in a wholly arbitrary fashion 

(discriminating against blacks & the poor) 
¨ Clearly and totally rejected throughout society 
¨ Patently unnecessary 
 

But: Gregg v. Georgia (1976) 
¨ Changes had fixed 8th Amendment flaws 
 

What do you think? 



Does water-boarding = torture? 

 



 





Loving v. Virginia (1967) 

¨ In 1958, it was a crime in Virginia—and 15 other 
states—for a white person to marry a black person. 

¨ Richard and Mildred Loving married in Washington, 
D.C. and tried to return to their home state. 

¨ They were arrested and sentenced to 1 year in jail 
if they stayed in VA…just for being married. 

¨ ACLU litigates their case. 
¨ Supreme Court unanimously ruled these laws 

unconstitutional in 1967. 



Obergefell v. Hodges (2015) 

Does this remind you of  Loving v. Virginia? 

¨ Plaintiff seeks recognition of his Maryland marriage 
on his husband’s Ohio death certificate. 

¨ Does the 14th Amendment require a state to 
recognize a same-sex marriage validly licensed in 
another state? 

¨ Supreme Court rules that the Constitution 
guarantees a right to same-sex marriage, and that 
those marriages be recognized by all states. 



Amending the Constitution 

Proposed 28th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution:  

Lowering the Voting Age to 16 
Discuss the pros and cons. 
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